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AT THE‘ COURT AT BUGKINGHAM PALACE.The um day‘ of April, 1945.PRESENT,THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTYIN COUNCIL.\THIS day The Right Honourable Francis, Michael Forde (DeputyPrime
Minister and Minister for the Army in the Commonwealthof Australia), having been appointed a Member of His Majesty’sMost Honourable Privy Council on the 29th day of June, 1944, was,by His Majesty's Command,
sworn, and took his place at the Boardaccordingly.E. C. E. Leadbitter.Prinwd under the authority of 111s M4.msrr’s Sunoxnx OmenBy Huamsox AND Sons, L'r1>., London.PvC.9611 (SO 307731 Wt.8078 17 4/45 H6‘; SLtd
($9.392
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Only last week I had brought t0 my noticethe case of a farmer in the Cassilisdistrict of New South Wales who requiredsc-me galvanized iron and other materialurgently to provide a water supply ona block of 5,000 acres
which had t0 beprepared for the arrival of 1,000 bullocksfrom Queensland for fattening. Thecattle were urgently required to supplybeef to the Australian and Allied forces.I applied to the Minister for Commerceand
Agriculture pointing out the urgencyof this maltter, but not one single pieceof troughing or pump.ing material couldbe obtained. That is typical of manysuch cases. Time again, during the lifeof the last Parliament and, indeed,
sincethis Parliament has met, we have drawnattention to the hardships suffered byprimary producers owing to the shortageof horse-shoes, plough-harness and othermaterial essential for agricultural pur-poses, but nothing
has been dloine. Isuggest to the Government that theDepartment of Commerce and Agricul-ture should make ~a survey of therequirements of primary industriesduring the next twelve months. It shouldnot be ditlicult to
arrive at a reasonablyaccurate estimate so that provision couldbe made to meet the needs of farmersand so assist them to full their produc-tion obligations. When one nds, as Idid only a short time ago, that a largecoun-try
store, which in normal timessold 2 tons of horeshoes a year, had onlybeen able to obtain 10 lb. of shoes inthe last twelve months, one begins toappreciate the diiculties u11der whichmany farmers are carrying 011 their
work.That is typical of what is happening allover the country. I believe that if anestimate of the next years requirementswere made as I have suggested, primaryprodu-ction would benet greatly. Com-modities which are
urgently required bythe man on the land should be given apriority equal to that of munitions.Another thing which is having a badeffect 011 primary production through-out Australia is the fact that the AlliedWorks Council
a11d the Army authoritieshave so depleted small country garagesand engineering shops of their man-power, that it is almost impossible forfarmers to have repairs effected to agri-cultural machinery. With regard to
theproduction of farm machinery in thiscountry, I suggest to the Government thatthe manufacturers in the United Statesof America have far outstripped us ininventiveness. A perusal of AmericanREPS.~ -TUES. 14journals
dealing with agricultural imple-ments shows the enormous quantity oflabour-saving machinery that the manu-facturers in that country are producingto-day. The July issue of Farm Imple-ments I\'ew.s, a journal published
inChicago, shows that _a machine is beingmade which will lift hay from theground, bale it, wire it and cut it ointo required lengths, the only operativenecessary being the man driving thetractor. In Australia any machine serv-
ing these purposes would need two orthree men to operate it. I suggest thatthe Government should invoke lease-lendand obtain machinery of the A-mericanpattern for this work. If it shouldprove to be impracticable to do so,
I con-sider that the Government should seekpermission to have such machines manu-factured in this country, and pay thenecessary royalties. Sooner or later theselabour-saving machines, which have hadsuch a big
inuence upon A-mericanagricultural operations, will have to beused in Australia, and the Governmentwould do a great service for -primary pro-duction if it took any necessary stepseither to obtain the machines fromAmerica
or to havethem manufacturedin Australia. Our primary producersshould not be required to carry on theiroperations with antiquated plant.I wish now to refer to the need for astepping-up of the prices of certain pri-mary
products. The greatest incentive tothe increase of food production in GreatBritain was provided by guaranteeing toprimary producers a reasonable returnfor their products. A constant and vigor-ous protest is being made
throughoutthe Australian countryside to-day againstthe prices that have been xed for pigmeats. If we are to increase our produc-tion of pig meats in this countrv we mustgive more consideration than has beengiven hitherto
to the just demands of thepig-meat raisers. A report in theNorthern. Daily Leader of the 11th Octo-ber stated that the north and north-westpig producers had just met i11 a conven-tion which had agreed to certain impor-tant
recommendations. I understandthat these have been, or will be, forwardedto the Minister for Commerce and Agri-culture. One request of the conventionwas that there should be an all-roundincrease of the export price of
bacon andpig meats to 1s. per lb. At present theprice of rst-quality maconers, that is.those weighing from 101 to 200 lb. deadweight, is 9d. a lb.W
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