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I have been consulted by a number of Afghans in this
part of the State who ask that the restrictions upon their passing
from one State to the other may be either absolutely removed or
modified within reasonable limitse.

At the present time no Afghan is permitted to pass
the boundary line between South Australia and this State except upon
security in a large sum being given to the Customs that he will be
returned to the other State within Iz‘month:.

During the present drought it is no exaggeration to
say that if it had not been for the Afghan and his Camnlq,ﬂilcannia,
White Cliffs, Tibooburra, Milperinka and other Towns, each centres of
considerable population, would have practically ceased to exist and the
Stations back from the Railway line would have long since been
abandoned’al owing to want of water for long distances and the total
absence of feed the roads are and have been for months passed
practically closed to Bullock drays and horse teams. Most of
these Afghans have come from West and South Australia and when the

drought breaks and the Camel teams are no lenger so urgently needed




Hon: Attorney General.

will naturally want to return when they will be again stopped at the
Border by the Customs Officer.

The number of Afghans in the States is comparatively
very small and further immigration is surely sufficiently checked by
present existing legislation and no possible injury can be inflicted
by permitting those within the borders of the Commonwealth to have
free passage from State to State.

My clients recognise the prejudice with which their
presence is viewed by a section of the cormunity and they also recognise
the increasing influence of that section and the position of any
State Government when daring to deal with such a subject, but they
respectively urge that having been permitted to land and up to the
present time live within the Commonweulth'thoy may surely be reldeved
from harsh inter-state restrictions affecting their movements and they
also recognise that this reasonable amount of liberty can only be
granted by the aid of your Parliament.

May I on behalf of these people ask for the prompt

and favorable consideration by your (Govermment of their request.

I have the honor to be
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
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