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"'“"""""""‘ "°"""" in Rsvu FLEAII oucrrs°”‘""“' ..,.a§/.a.o.;:.z... ...... ..14 COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.H'u'|'.DEPARTMENT OF THE |NTERlOR»CANBERRA.F.c:r\'f$\~'-FY 6E»V[;- 15th November, 1937.<“*‘ {WED “lg0*. l
W ‘X0 ~w sopl _ , . -’ LU) \ I _ ,,‘__‘_1;. '\=\,»\¢ ~‘ /~' f'_-.~'_/svCT *. 0 1  9 .1The Secretary, ‘_Attorney-Gene:-a1's Department, "*’,(5»&,,l.L,, 53‘CANBERRA: F. C-T1 "’§._'_\-1 ',,L“..I forward herewith copies of
correspondencewhich has passed between this Department and the PrimeMinister's Departnent with regard to a Petition to His Majestythe King, presented by the Australian Aborigines’ League,relating to the welfare of
aboriginale in Australia.It will be observed that one of the requestscontained in the Petition is that aboriginals should beafforded representation in the Conxuonwealth Parliament. Advicewould he appreciated as to the
Constitutional position so faras the granting of this particular request is concerned.@2574 4. . ,4.I(J.A. Carrodus)S e c r e t s r y./;Ix I‘u"N-’ H!—~'1";~



I_‘\inAUSTRALIAN ABOBIGINES ' LEAGUE.Iilliem Cooper,Hon. Secretary. 45 Mackay street,SEDDON, W.ll.Doug. Nicholle,Hon. Treasurer. 26th October, 1937.'i'he Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister,CANBERRA.Dear Mr.
Lyons,Thank you for your acknowledgment of our petitimto His Majesty and the promise of fullest sympathy and consideration.We know you will give this and we do thank you for the definiteinterest you have in our cause. I
would, however, offer thefollowing comment in respect of the penultimate clause of yourletter of l'lth inst. and would request that these comments be inmind in the consideration prunised.His Majesty is King of Australia, end,
on thisaccount, the State control of aborigines should not preventconsideration being given on a natioml basis. I am not, therefore,able to appreciate the reference to the natives of the Territory inparticular and to the
jurisdiction of the State Governments. Wedo trust that the division of the administration over StateLegislatures, which is always to our detriment,_ will not retard ourrelief. With all respect, since our petition is to the King
ofAustralia, it should not be possible for divided control hurting usin this instance.Respecting the conference of Chief Protectors, fromwhich we scarcely expected relief, and which, so far as we can seeonly resulted in one
decision which was not previously operative, andthat the recogiition of the wives of aboriginals married accordingto Tribal Law being recognised as legal wives and thus not beingcompellable witnesses. From our point of
view the conference wasonly a waste of time. We did expect a Magma Carta from the Premiers‘Conference but from the conference of Chief Protectors we only gotthe confirmation of our lnmiliation. Frankly, we are alarmed
at theintention to seek advice from countries where Negro populationsconstitute the dark problem, for we, notwithstanding all our indignity,are allowed to walk on footpaths, ride in public vehicles andtrains and put up in
many hotels where white men are residing. Toadd to our sorrows the humiliation of our dark brethren overseas inthe curfew and the pass system would be degradation indeed. In duecourse we will present you with our
comment on the publishedminutes of the conference but meantime we are in protest against thewhole result. We do claim that the forwarding of our petition benot clouded with the State aspect or the atmosphere of the
ChiefProtectors‘ conference.Respecting our claim for parliamentary representation,we very definitely submit that the llaori population is approximatelythe same as our people, with any advantage to us. In an area thesize of
Victoria they have four members and a Ministry for NativeAffairs, which has had a native minister. We are persisting in ourclaim for one who can speak for us in Parliament, influencinglegislation on our behalf and
safeguarding us from administrationalofficers who, with notable exceptions, interpret theirresponsibilities to the aborigines in much the same way as a gaolgovernor does his criminal population. Mr desire is a change ofheart
in the electorate, reflected in Parliament and leading to apolicy which will be different from that administered by our gaolers./So



’ 2;So fer from divided control being allowed to retard oursecuring representation, we feel that our member should havethe right to sit in every legislature, and any constitutionaldifficulty could be overcome by legislation. If
our member werea member of the Senate, perhaps, as this is a States‘ RightsHouse, any difficulty might be more easily overcome.Hoping to hear shortly of the granting of ourrequests-I remain, etc.(so1>.| w. coonza, Hon.
Sec.



(WRITTEN IN MELBOURNE)17th October, 1957.‘I. Cooper, Esq.,Honorary Secretary,Lust. Aborigines‘ League,45 llackay Street,SEDDON. W.l1. VIC.Dear Sir,I am desired by Ir. Lyons to refer again toyour letter with which
you enclosed a Petition to His Majestythe King in regard to matters affecting the welfare of aboriginalein Australia.From an examination of the Petition, it appearsthat of the signatories approximately half are from
Queensland,550 from Western Australia, 350 from South Australia, less than100 each from New South Wales and Victoria and 9 from the NorthernTerritory.As you are aware, Commonwealth control ofaboriginals is limited
to those living in the Northern Territory -ahoriginals in the States coming under the jurisdiction of thevarious State Governments. 'i'he Governments of the Commonwealthand of the States are doing everything possible to
prevent theextinction of the aboriginal race and to provide betterconditions for aboriginals anerally. The discussions thattook place at the recent Conference of Commonwealth and Stateofficers charged with the protection of
aboriginals indicatedthat all Governmental authorities in Australia fully appreciatetheir responsibility in this connection.The Prime Minister desires me to say, however,that he has the fullest sympathy with the desire of your
Leaguethat the interests of the aboriginals of Australia should beadequately safeguarded. The fullest consideration will be givenat the earliest possible date to the matters referred to in yourpetition, and you will then be
furtlmr communicated with.- Yours faithfully ,' (som) F. smmsm.Secretary.



C 56/505730th September, 1957.IIBIORANDUH:The Secretary,Prime Minister's Department,CANBERRA, F-0.1%‘Iith reference to your memorandum of the17th September, No. A.soo/1, I desire to submit the
followingobservations in regard to the petition from Australianaboriginals to His Majesty the Kings-Ths petition is signed by 1,814 Australianaboriginals, many of whom have affixed their "mark". There isno indication on the
petition as to whether the petitionersare full-blood aboriginals or persons of part aboriginal blood.According to the names it is reasonable to assume that many ofthe signatories are not full-bloods.Of the signatories
approximately half arefrom Queensland, 550 from Western Australia, about 350 in SouthAustralia, less than 100 from New South Wales, less than 100from Victoria and 9 from the Northern Territory lGoulburn IslandMission
Station)-Of those from Queensland, all but twelve arefrom the Palm Island aboriginal settlement., The petitioners pray that His Majesty will -(a) prevent the extinction of the race;lb) give better conditions for all aboriginals;
and(c) afford aboriginals representation in the FederalParliament, either by an aboriginal or a white personlcnosn to have studied the need of 8-boriginals and tobe in sympathy with them.’ This Department can speak with
authority onlyin regard to the aboriginals of the Northern Territory, becauseCommonwealth control of aboriginals is limited to that Territory,the aboriginals in the States coming under the jurisdiction ofthe various State
Governments.With regard to the prevention of the extinctionof the race and the provision of better conditions for aboriginalsgenerally, the Commonwealth Government and the various StateGovernments interested are doing
everything possible. It wasevident from the discussions that took place at the recentConference of Commonwealth and State officers charged with theprotection of aboriginals that all governmental authorities inAustralia fully
appreciate their responsibility in connection withthe welfare of aboriginals gnerally. It is not seen what good epurpose would he served by submitting those request to His Majestythe King-/Thei



i 1h20The granting of the request that aboriginalsshould be represented in the Federal Parliament would not havethe beneficial results which the petitioners apparently thinkwould accrue from such representation. As
previously stated,the Commonwealth Government has Jurisdiction only in respect ofaboriginals in the Northern Territory and a Federal Memberrepresentative of aboriginals could deal only with the nativesin that Territory.
He would have no control whatever over theaboriginals in the various States.So ihr as the Commonwealth Parliament is concemed,the Minister for the Interior is virtually a representativeof the aboriginals of the Northern
Territory. He is responsiblefor carrying out the Government's policy in the Northern Territoryand for bringing forward new legislation in the form ofOrdinances and Regulations whi ch must be submitted to Parliament.It is
considered that nothing would be gained bytransmitting the petition to His Majesty. Ii’, however, it isdecided to send it on, it is suggested that it would be desirablethat the State Governments, other than Tasmania, be given
anopportunity of submitting their views on the requests made by thepetitioners-The petition is returned herewith.(J-A. Carr-odus)Secretary-


