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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

ATTESTATION FORM

FOR SPECIAL FORCES RAISED FOR SERVICE IN AUSTRALIA OR ABROAD.

Army No.. V’*’ ,5_’ 7.
Sumame....Q..E)..“R § E N . Other Names...... /40
—f)epwt \

Unit
Enlisted for service at A SR 8 I N e
V A o (State) ... 0O, OMAN (e (Date)

A

Questions to be put to persons called out or presenting themseluqs for voluntary enlistment.*

{' 1. Surname BR'EN

{BLOCK LETTERS)
Other names ‘ﬁﬂ'k
2 Where ivrere Jom BOrn T . it e b A { i 19, near e sow ok ?

in the state or country of ... \rl(-/‘wuk.

) Y L T L T e e e e A

S e C e e L N u"an»-oﬂm
4. What is your age and date of birth? ... ... ... .. { A 5‘6““’“’10““’“‘(}: """"
Date of Birth . 05 M ‘? of
5. What is your trade or occupation? ... ... ... .. ... SN, Q/“vaﬁg,u ..................................................
6. Are you married, single or widower? . . ... ... ... 6. Q,u;mj_:_.qj ........................................
7. Have you prevxously served on active service? If so, 1 2 M m&‘

where and in what arm?
/imda/; /{/fo ffod('//
235 m./ 7=
et ol g st

8. Who is your actual next of kin? rder of relation-
ship:—wife, eldest son, eldest daughter, father,
mother, eldest brother, eldest sister, eldest half-
brother, eldest half-sister) ..

@/ lgﬂ/f(o/( ,ﬂ'»—,.m e ,,/A :

5 Qu 3 /’U e (—) 4 ;' “oy i i PITTTTS B T LT TP,
= Z / { L 6 3 M ...... ‘ed. ................

9. What is your permanent address?

10. What is your religious denomination? (This ques- i Q <
tion need not be answered if the man has a con- l PRI T . . W ., SRR . o)
scientious objection to doing s0) ... ... .. ... .. |

j, ................... e et ‘k‘l&kikw AN Com iy U DONA . do solemnly declare that the

above answers made me to the above questions are true and that I am willing to serve in the Australian Military

Forces within oWnd the limits of the Commonwealth.
Witnessed by

% ( S:gngf’ure of Attesting or Witnessing Officer)
@ * n will be warned that should he give false answers to any Me&e questions he will be liable to heavy penalties under
J‘d - the Defence Act. -

«éy-.\




B
";’ MEDICAL EXAMINATION

I have made full and careful examination of the abovenamed person in accordance with the instructions contained

in the Standing Orders for Australian Army Medical Services. In my opinion he is—*

1. Fit for Class 1.

Placef R T 2 B (e SR T S S Date. /9. e 2 v

Signature of Examining Medical Officer... ///sz'

* Classifications which are inapplicable to be struck out. g t Reasons for unfitness to be stated.

C :
OATH OF ENLISTMENT#

,ﬂ, L DI e L _swear that I will well and truly
serve our Sovere:gn Lord the ng in the M11:tary Forces of the Commonwealth of Australia until the
cessation of the present time of war and twelve months thereafter or until sooner lawfully discharged,
dismissed, or removed, and that I will resist His Majesty's enemies and cause His Majesty's peace to be
kept and maintained, and that I will in all matters appertaining to my service faithfully discharge my
duty according to law.

S0 Help Me God.

Stgnatuce of Betgon Enlisted. . it ot s a e ol g e s ot el Rl e s
Subscribed gt -n SR : i e S At O o s A e e
(131 PRI R L) 1 B, S Kt I i o - ) Bl e SN o8 e B et T e T 1 R

Before me—
Signature of Attesting Officer..........ccccoouee...

I Persons who object to take an oath may make an affirmation in accordance with the Third Schedule of the Defence Act.
In such case the above form will be amended accordingly and initialed by the Attesting Officer.

’X15127I

Wilke and Co. Pty. Ltd., Printers, 19-47 Jeffcott Btreet, Melbourne.
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OFFICER’S

Date of Birth

D.1922 /5.1, —C.18702.—20M

Rank. Date. (M.O.

\"211('1 Lieut.

Cadet? |
( Lieut,

Lieutenant

Captain

Major

Lieut.-Colonel

Colonel

Record of Military Service in the Ranks

Military Forces. Senior Cadets.
(Units to be shown.) (Units to be shown.

Active Service.
{Units to be shown.)

Name, Relation, and Address of Next-of-Kin.
(T'o be entered in pencil.)

RECORD OF SERVICE.

Civil Profession|

or Employment )

Detail of Military Apjpx

AMFogm A. 98.

(Reprinted November, 1921.)

tments held, including A.LF.

Period.

Nuture of Appointment. s
Pl From.

Orders, Decorations, and Medals.

To.

Authority
(LO.).

Authority
(BR.C.).




Cadet

EXAMINATIONS. Remarks, commendatory or otherwise,

—— —— ———————— regarding Oifficer’s Service.
Rank for which Dat Authority (Corres. Reference Nos. to be quoted)
Examined. gty (M.O. or D.O.).

['.".'nr] Lieutenant

lLieutena.nt
121 xg‘ Proced Bl1. 265725
26772 i
{,{/ o AT R L1

| Lieutenant aanT | £ [ /4
| ef -3/ 3 &) / Goaed ,ﬂ ? / A /’r', e 8
g. 1131 355/ 3 n B fr-(af fare
: " ” /5 » . % - 74
Captain ... dec. L7 C.OEf
033 73 ‘/,/ 3 faeeed /;/’_(j') / !:’:n A, “‘/-'
l{ a /, ,; 9 !!/0 ;‘rﬁ .,, A F { F :;' j '[—(( /(,,7,‘./.?{
Major 4435 vo0/3< . o
’ 4 IV 30 ¢

i
i
r

Lieutenant-Colonel

Schools of Instruction, Staff Tours, Certificates awarded (including instruction abroad),

Date. Result of Examination.
Nature. Locality. T N Authority. =

BT Bt Certificates,
From. To. Theory. Practice.

Exomptions, &c.

: 7770 ;
6 ciuly Jo- Crusec| S 0f A- o 32| 29532 123/32 o celler A
s //Fd('l-v(,f//‘!//““a b 29-1-33 92 023 {/3’&1‘ “'L( P ( 1L/ /(La,.

1 ,1}/ H (@tu/.f i 1;,./;1/¢.4_44// 51226 /912 36 ,’/j'/ Aace A,

Record of Special Leave. :
i BRI S5 T T T Es L) Remarks showing State or
Leave without Puy. Long Leave—A.M.R. 407-9. Commonwealth Service

: B e mEeE L under A.M.R. 41 Authority
From. To. Authority. From. To. Authority. e Py Aubhority
530. | 10-1-21. |PBRO- 5730
Special Qualifications, quoting Authority.
Special Employment, quoting Authority.
LT v e | vy. C .y A L i e 8 el « AL Lo Haks LTSGR e




AM. Form A. 93.

(Reprinted November, 1921 |

' OFFICER’S RECORD OF SERVICE.

o

; F
| Regiment or Corps

| V1 ?.27

e (D' (G len Johor L3z, Olotomctons

Civil Profession)

Date of Birth ke Em;‘)loymenffﬁa‘/'.‘a ..Z)QUQA/STVQIY

/3-6.-08

|
|
|
|
I

D 162348, 21.~C,18702. — 20M. = -
Anticisi Detail of Military Appointments held, including A.LF.
Rank. Date. (M.O. ) 4 ‘
[ b Ll Nuture of Appointment. F;.;m,'fiw_‘.'ﬂu,ﬂw Au‘tlh(t;r)ltv }
cmet{f'fd ik ,ﬁé&' [éut,z"’%'ﬁfﬁwyfé oy Bo§X CEGIE
Jieut ’
: ;@aﬂé{éﬁa"fﬂf/ /fff Sviar) & AV 4 é&?fff‘/
Lieutenant 30.535 CEP7/§ %éo/ﬂ’/ecdf fé/%/’:{;éffé;w&z&i/r‘:[ 7 /
Captain 2.2 32 b 17/3 B 3 p
: 4.17/92 %&z e Bty o fghonary’ | /51172 wRC221/72
Major ¢ amberiants /5/4{-/@/ & ’7%’ 4

/9.7 77 €5 1/07 (T S/Gep |

(& 4rip35

Lieut.-Colonel

o p
%‘//S/r] ne/ ra ”Jv/"c-" Gndoyrrrecf

///J/,"/-a LSV R’ formp QO oot } S 3

13X Pmonihs Slim

Colonel

/?po -76.,/,; e A

| Relivwgusnelnit GhEf ag Al . OBf Gt ) 16y & 34 ,740/9,/,},%
|  Record of Military Service in the Ranks S b
= Ahpornfecl D DA, AH] /2 770 -‘-/74!0
(%\I;}:ﬁ;}{nel‘;g::g:é) :l?neiltlsl?:»-.pmfx: e”’”f"’-""‘"/ aphoinfFenl ‘/ 2ADg . 9@ & %o S 7o
Seconded RBAT)Y creac! f’fﬁ' dE 7 {0
| A - Je / .
‘Qf"?‘% fn,&:: v d/ apbomber Mesor., ﬂrﬁ/ ¥ Aastlarks HIF) /)20
! Active Service.
| (Unite to be shown.)
|
|
|
I
"
[
‘i Orders, Decorations, and Medals. Al}f\};‘g;v
I

Name, Relation, and Address of Next-of-Kin.
(L'o be entered in pencil.)




EXAMINATIONS.

Remarks, commendatory or otherwise,
—_— — - e regarding Oilicer’s Service,
R.mL for w hl(_h Date. Autlmnt\ (Qorres. Reference Nos. to be quoted.)
Examined. &1 A (M.O. or D.0.).

Ind Lieutenant

Cadet:

Lisutenant ...

Lieutenant 12028 ¢ 26738 26528 Panacd fanf .
ses 1922 - : >t TL
A 24103 2421, Parssd B’y P
Captain ... }g. i 31 % 73,’ A Cua/ilocct 1oy GO
Vec. /93! 24714 Seals e
;oe,_-./ ey /?A/?/bl ,59/,,_ 33 BRvcey A € pq-/} ﬁr:ﬂ?{‘cc{ V- C/"}./o > £33
May, r$33 Ao Bosrady l2asoer ~C frarse
v Alay
Major ns /ey, fpd> Ao “Bafiz 35 L& - D& A ¢ Ficers) pass £
/2 12 326 . R 4 W A

Lieutenant-Colonel

Schools of Instruction, Staif Tours, Certificates awarded (including instruction abroad),

Date. Result of Examination. 2
Nuture. Locality. T A T T R UH ATIOY, ~ (fﬁi'biI]L'-'Llu:,E ‘
From. To. Theory. Practice. xemptions, &c.
/r/’ J'Q/aa/f of . e 5
{ /77’//1'/?:? GRS /ffur A g d2 | 79522 ;’{7: ‘23 Lncoffons
W2 L) M /(cm/.‘a‘e Sl formtonK g7 ey Ao éf,;’,.c ﬂm///f‘\cr/ /g/(é‘fr‘i‘
Z/ﬂ(our:‘e_ /arfuq;/ 872 7 | /3 /2 36 fAe ‘_s,/‘,,/., /J.asfeq/.

Record of Special Leave. .
s e e il Remarks showing State or

Special Qualifications, quoting Authority.

Special Employment, quoting Authority.

(ENGLA, AID

Leave without Pay. Long Leave—A.M.R. 407-9. Commonwealth Service
" From. o = ler A,M.R. 410, and Authority.
From. To. Authority. From. To. Authority. b i ot
W& 36 |lo1 31 D8R
/a4 0587 v /‘7/?_?0

Hched by [/ SuRYEY Y A LYANNUL 610K /503 DA 73 /1o
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS SPACE.

A. Form B.199(a).

_ - (Adapted).

(Reprinted Nov., 1944)

L{-

2

Continuation Sheet to A.F. B.199 (a) (Adapted).

OFFICER'S RECORD OF SERVICE

Personal Number

VX

15727 -

)
g Regt. or Corps ]
/ —
/ Q. BARIEN PS5
- ORI, . 3o o TGN e
(BLOCK CAPITALS) A H.M.—11/44—B7257
Record of all casualties regarding promotions (acting, Shogt .
REPORT temporary, local or substantive), appointments, transfers, Date Place A&;J;;’ n}"&%ﬂgr
postings, attachments, etc., forfeiture of pay, wounds, of i B.2069 certifying
From accidents, admission to and discharge from Hospital, Casualty, Casualty Casualty or other foingsddin.
Date Shora Clearing Stations, ete. Date of disembarkation and embark- doctiment tisss: od
rocitoed ation from a theatre of war (including furlough, ete.), ki
s
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A. Form B.199 (a). " X

(Adapted). -y L
5 , 2eory Y X /572 Y

E OFFICER’S RECORD OF SERVICE

A

Persn::al Num_'per =
V /59767
W}
Regt. or Corps L -tte. " Cop iy,

Other Names.o7e# v Witeiam ALEXANLER Surname 05/17/E/V .........

Personal Particulars—

Address E GREANDALE. Ko GLEN. SRS, P7ELBOCRNE Vic

Date of Birth Tl SO Place s« B0 v rens. Vi

Civilian Employment.é??,af{‘_{!:?f(fflﬁ:....Zfsf!s?féé’f. Religion Aeor@a. €344 o

h % ; Children Previous Military Service
Name, Relationship and Address of next of kin Date of Birth S Unit Traitd To
SRS GNEN Vic7o Rk GGoLOARE O “Leren.
'c'f)j § FREENDALE - RO,  (WHE)
2y GLEN /RAS. STEGC
w
w AL Bo e P
s 5
[
£ Examinations and Promotions—
=
E Rank Subject Date Authority Promoted Date Authority
o
g Lieutenant MATOR
11}
o
o -
-
&)
z
a e
b=
(@)
=z
Schools, Courses, &c.—
Nature of Course Place From To Certificate Authority




Special Qualifications or Experience—

. Record of all casualties regarding promotions (acting,
REPORT temporary, local or substantive), appointments, lrgnsfcrs. Authority Signature
iy § o TR postings, attachments, &c., forfeiture of pay, wounds, Date Place W.3011 of Officer
From accidents, admission to and discharge from Hospital, Casualty of of B.2069 certifying to
Date Wh.om c|caring Stations, etc. Date of disembarkation and embark- Clsuahy (‘anu'\lly or other correctness
received ation from a theatre of war (including furlough, &c.). document of entries
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REG No é‘?/g';e
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| if i v

ArMY No WX /5/.27%) RANK&MM

NAME IN Pmbéﬁﬂ%{éw_v/_/ﬁagm OLLN N pso. £p.
UNIT, -%Lf W&ZM%M&/{ i

DATE OF BIRTH
ENLISTED AT on

OCCUPATION ON ENLISTMENT

t SERVED ON CONTINUOUS FULL TIME WAR SERVICE IN THE
. f%fﬁf%@ f%éz from jﬂa/ft_‘/o/ff?to Qfﬁ//?#)///ym
' : W oreY  from 4o Z/Z'ZZZ astotn T M&zy
Hlfrirn AJ;,./ from /& LuL st sdp % [ ks 257
7

fer a TOTAL EFFECTIVE PERICD of _/i;z *7  days, which included

ACTIVE SERVICE IN AUST //G .7  days & o/3 hUsT X3 O K aays
FERIOD OF SERVICE years ¢ days, including
ACTIVE SERVICE __—jears : days.

SERVICE IN THE RANKS from / / $5b W

H ONOURS, MEDALS, DECCRATIONS and AWARDS

e ’% '@W%Mﬁz&{é é}nyM/%//
JQMLWM%M

j DISCHARGED from_AfBresr. Lysree!

p-- ON, and FROM @/W/qﬂ

DISCHARGED AT on

REASON

WAR BADGE (Class and NOVM{MMJ%&{Q
® ' Description of Soldier/Officer on Discharge

kGE HEIGHT & ft /0. ins. EYRS

Complexion Hredlecesst Hair /.W/me/
€ 7

Marks and Scars

TRADE GROUP
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

MILITARY BOARD

Adjutant<General
Army Headgquariers,
| 6380 Historts Bareagke,
Copy to' ggﬂ/' . ATCH
Gass 6 4PR 195y

- o

VX15127 COL (T/BRIG) J.i.A. O°BRIEN, DSO, WD, GENSRAL LIST

Ref aH¢ Signal MS1686 of 28 Mar 51 and S Comd
Signal aG458 of 6 apr 51,

dis Approval has been given for the following:=
. VX15127 Col (T/8rig) - (1) to cease to be attached Hdy SCAP-
J.dea. O'BRIZN, DSO, ED, (Zconomic & Scientific sec),
Gen List to date 22 ilar 51.

(i1) to relinguish the temporary
rank of Brigadier and be transe

ferred to the R of 0 (Gen List)
3uD, to date 31 Mar 51.

2 The above will be promulgated in due course,

- W“t;
: Colonel,
MILITARY SACRETARY,




TELEPHONE ~ MU5966, MUS5805

i e

PL E ADDRESS REPLY TO
D-QUARTERS, SOUTH-

£ TR TN VG ROMIA AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

BARRACKS,” MELBOURNE "'

HEAD-QUARTERS, SOUTHERN COMMAND,

70276 r
MELBOURNE, S.c.1

Vic. Ech, and Rec.,
/ / q///"J 081 Tonsdale Street,

MELBOURNE, Cel.

/ 18th August, 1944,

Mrs. G’.V. O‘Brien’
58 Brighton Rd,,
ST .KTIDA,

Dear Madam, , ///
Tt is with much pleasure the enclosed Distinguiahed
Service Order Warrant is forwarded to you,.

Kindly acknowledge recelpt on settached copy of this

memorandum,

Stamped and addressed envelope 1s e osed herewith,

Yours faithfully,

Iieut.Col,,
Officer in Charge
Victoria Echelon and ﬁecards.




003 9e

AN

APPENDIX "A" to HQ BCOF AG204
of 1 AUG 50.

VX I5I27 / Brigadier O'BRIEN ,John William Alexondere

9 By TN e e ok i e T e R e o e i e s g )
(No.) TRank) (Name in full)

Unit £58 /8T ,Ceneral Headquerters,Supreme Comuender for ths Allied Powers,
. -
n B e TP PRS- IO §-F.: | P S
Generel List(ortillery)
S S e SR R S

LT ETE PR ow UTRE R Lo P RS MRS R W OWIE W M W STEW roe e

a member of the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES hereby voluntarily’
agree to.serve ANYWHERE beyond the limits of the COMMONWEALTH
if and when required until the ¢essation of the present time
of war and TWELVE months thereafter,

Date :  17th Auguss.1950

T —— P T W €
-~

‘ )
SIGNED BEFORE ME
(Signature)

WM"“—VQ . - (Rank)

7 GMNR . sc./ 7etpo . (Unit or Appointment)
dn Officer of the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

o |
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- 48A MONA ROAD,

% DARLING POINT, N.B.W., AUSTRALIA.

4th May,I961

The Officer-in-Charge
Central Army Records Office
Melbourne,SC 3,

Dear Sir,

I refer to your (E2) 05799 of 2nd May,I96I,
forwarding a letter seeking my whereabouts and dated
24th May,I9€0,

Aprarently there has been conslderable difficulty
in locating me and I thank you for the endeavours that
you have made, I note that it has even been to the
United States as well as to the Department of Supply.

I have informed Victoria Barracks,Sydney each
year of my address according to AMR re Reserve Officers
but it would appear that this information does not get
through to you, I would therefor be grateful 1f you
would make & permanent notation in your records of
my address because,as a result of having been on duty
abroad for some I4 years,there are frequently enquiriles
from overseas as to my whereabouts, Furthermore,as I
held the rank of Honerary Msjor General for some four year
in the United States,you may find that engulries are
addressed to me from that country in such form,

I also confirm the notation on the letter
that my AIF number was VX I5I27,.

Once again,my thanks,

Youpsf sincerely,

PafPy,
(2)6}47@ /
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VX 15127

AAF - A 213
Reprinted Jun, 1966

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

STATUTORY DECLARATION

Lohn William Plexande OBeien 050,60,

(Name in full)

i f/m/dm/ﬂm Bellewve M/ /\/J.W

st R s Uit Tl

do solemnly and sincerely declare:

follows:

% ? /{‘ 1. That I served/am—seswing in the Australian Military Forces and my pamculars were/are as

Amy No VX/5127  wauk Brigadier vl Pegty L.4.Q,
2. THAT I have lost the . Kehdrred o Achve devsice Jﬂv@t /Y' J93.Paa¢7

issued to me by the Department of Pefenee
The Army

3. THAT the circumstances under which the said loss occurred are as under:

. roeved J-&V”f'-/ Frreo ard

HOW W'

is/ape not in the hands of any other person on my behalf or with my consent.

AND I make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959, and subject to
the penalties provided by that Act for /thg ma

conscientiously believing the statement co

Signature of person { .................... ‘ ] e . el
making declaration.

DECLARED/ wﬂuem M - e
day of T R N 41{

. ;
—Sﬁxg:ue of JP or L AN [ 3 oo b mﬁmﬁ’

Commissioner for Declarations.

HERE INSERT:
= ”~
1. Date and place of enlistment / J’ M £ ﬂ 40 'a / ; /ﬂm@ on C”
2. Date and place of birth. ol -?/ [4 / /{ 708 muued for
3. Name and address and M /k" Qwen V ‘j’r A 03‘61 Eﬂ iden't?gation
relationship of recorded } ¢nd -4 2‘ purposes only.
next-of-kin on enlistment. 4164 dres, S & 6 Ve l\-«'f‘Wf"

NB — This form should be completed in all respects, otherwise unavoidable delay may arise in dealing
with applicant’s request.
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MA'YOR‘S ROOM

536 NEW SOUTH HEAD ROAD
DOUBLE BAY, N.S'W. 2028

O'B:¥ 29th July, 1976.

The Officer in Charge,
Records Office,

2nd Military District,
Victoria Barracks,
PADDINGTON., N.S.W. 2021.

Dear Sir,

Up to recently, I reqularly advised my current
address to the Barracks because I receive many letters
from abroad, arising out of my previous service act-
ivities. In many cases, these correspondents are not
aware of my present address and forward them to the
Barracks.

Although I regularly advised my address when I
was on the Reserve of Officers, your office is still
forwarding letters to an address I left more than 10
years ago.

I am very grateful for the kind service you have
rendered, but would appreciate it if you could ensure
that any record concerning myself is altered to my
present address, which is =

VX 15127.

Brigadier (Ret.) John W.A. O'Brien,
78/73 Yarranabbe Road,

Darling Point. 2027.

Thanking you in anticipation,

ly yours,,

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
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9% 0101
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C Mareh, 1976
Info Sves/ex V15127

¥r N.l, Pect
10 River Strect
HINNAMURRA HSW 2532

Dear Sir,

1 Your letter of 19th February, 1976, is acimovledgeds

2 From the information supplied, the subject of your inguiry
would appear to be identical with ex VX15127 Brigadier John villiam
nmdg’g.mmwmwmumsmtdmm
Hareh, :

De e are not autborized to disclose the private adiress of a
former soldier, If, bwvmwﬂhuﬁnmhmm
of this Office, we will be to forward it to his last recorded
address,

by Your letter should be addresseds

Bx VX15127 Jdelehe O'Brien

C/= Centr:1 Ary Records Office
Albert Park Barracks
MELSOURNE VIC 500k,

; g




Lan/w

59

Corresponiences (0 Dox 1932 R
MELBOURN:S VIC 3001

Info Svoa/ex VX15127 7 September, 1970

er JJH.de O'Orien (BL)
7%3 Yarranabbe Locad
DARLIN: POLRT W 2027

Deayr Brigadier 0'Drien,

Te Your lettor of recent date is acknowledged,
e The addross stated in your lotter has bean noted on all

relevent documents and in future all corresponience will be forwarded
to that addres:, unless you notify us of a change of address,

Yours faithfully,

(eT. 0 1LL)
Colonel
&~ Officer=in=Charge




KIB/JV

1 600261
Extension 462
Correspondence : GPO Box 1932R
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

R707/1/7 .}7 November 1982

School of Artillery
PO Box 42
MANLY NSW 2095

RELEASE OF INFORMATION
Reference: A. Your 237-1-1 dated 7 October 1982

1. Records maintained by this office are of the
Australian Army only and commence at Federation. Prior to
Federation the States maintained their own forces and
consequently personal records are not available,

2. The only record available to this office is the
publication "Records of Australian Contingents to the War in
South Africa, 1899-1902", which was compiled and edited for

the Department of Defence by Lieutenant Colonel P.L. Murray,
RAA (Ret). The book should be available from the State Library.

3 From the information provided it has not been possible
to identify the Brigadier Harry 0'Brien of your inquiry.

However, it appears that he may be identical with a Major Harold
Ormond 0'Brien who served in the 1st Australian Horse and the

1st Battalion Australian Commonwealth Horse in the Boer War and
in the 18t Australian Imperial Force. Further information on his
Boer War service may be obtained by writing to the following
address:

Archives Office of NSW
2 Globe Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

4. According to records held at this office, the
information you have requested on Brigadier J.W.A. O'Brien is
as follows:

VX15127 Brigadier John William Alexander O'Brien

Appointed to the rank of lieutenant in the
Australian Citizen Military Forces (Part-time Duty)

on 30 August 1928.

/Served




ol s

Served in Australia with the following units:
Australian Garrison Artillery (Survey)
10th Australian Field Artillery Brigade
Royal Australian Medium Field Artillery

Deputy Assistant to the Director of Artillery,
Army Headquarters.

Called up for full-time duty in the Australian
Citizen Military Forces on 1 September 1939.

Allotted Army number V159769.

Appointed to the 2nd Australian Imperial Force on
10 May 1940.

Allotted Army number VX15127.

Served with the following units in the locations
shown:

2/7th Australian Field Artillery Regiment,
South Australia and the Middle East

2/5th Australian Field Artillery Regiment,
Middle East

Directorate of Artillery General Headquarters,
Victoria

Commander Royal Australian Artillery, 3rd
Australian Division

Director of Artillery Land Headquarters
Headquarters New Guinea Force
Deputy Master General Ordnance Branch
Australian Army Staff United Kingdom
Australian Secientific Mission Japan.
Seconded for duty to the Interim Army on 1 July 1947.

Placed on the retired list, 3rd Military District,
on 31 March 1951.

Honours and awards: Distinguished Service Order
Mentioned in Despatches
1939/45 Star

Africa Star

/Pacific




e TeA

~ Pacific Star
Defence Medal
War Medal
Australia Service Medal
Efficiency Decoration.

5e This information is released pursuant to Australian
Military Regulation 770.

(B. SNEZWELL)
Major
for Commanding Officer

This information is & fmo‘%o/?frlz't"“ c/u"

the records taken bY...gf.- ,..Q.. .....
under MPA Vol 3 Ghs

ok

Release raa@mmcgdod
Pnnex




AUSTRALIAN ARMY

JE: DB

Telephone

977 4499 School of Artillery
977 4815 (after hours) PO Box 42

MANLY NSW 2095

In reply please quote

237-1-1 7 oOct 82

CARO (for Records Section)

REQUEST FOR SERVICE DETAILS

L1 The School of Artillery is to be presented with two swords
by the wife and family of the late BRIG J.W.A. O0'Brien D.S5.0., ED. The
swords belonged to her late husband and his father. They are to be
displayed in the Officers' Mess.

2. To complete the display it is requested that service details
be supplied for:

a. BRIG Harry 0'Brien, a Boar War Veteran. No other
details are available; and +1 :

b. BRIG J.W.A. 0'Brien D.S.0., ED.

vy 16121 " o

. K. MARTAN)
Captain /
for Commanding Officer/
Chief Instructor
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Info Spt Gp/ex VX15127 Z L/ovombgr 1984

r PR iamer
Professor of
he University of
PO Box 1

(o]
a
9
Z)
€]
.
“
:
3

ocuments related to the

o I refer to your enquiry conce:
service record of ex VX15127 J.W. O'Brien.

s 11 documents contained in the ex service dossier of the
former member have been photocopied and are attached for your retention.

De 'he attached documents are released by my authority pursuant to
the FOI Aet (1982).
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

P.O. BOX 1 » KENSINGTON » NEW SOUTH WALES « AUSTRALIA « 2033
TELEX AA26054 + TELEGRAPH: UNITECH, SYDNEY « TELEPHONE €63-8354 697-2222
EXTN. 3328

PLEASE QUOTE

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC HISTORY
GORDON RIMMER 8 October 1984

PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Sergeant Butler

Central Army Records Office
366 St Kilda Road
MELBOURNE

Victoria 3004

Ref: R54/4/1(9)

Dear Sergeant Butler,

Brigadier John William O'Brien, 1909-1981

Further to our telephone conversation last Friday and to the letters
from myself and Mrs G. O'Brien, I am writing to request a copy of Brigadier
0'Brien's military dossier under the Freedom of Information Act.

Brigadier O'Brien's service number was VX 15127.
Thank you very much indeed for your assistance.

Yours sincerely,

W.G. Rimmer
Professor of Economic History

Yy X /5_/27
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Department of Defence

ACTION MEMO

OoC 88
Revised Apr 79
Stock No 7530-66-102-0600

NOT FOR FILING

To

NOTE AND RETURN

NOTE AND RETAIN

FILE AND DISCUSS

FILEON i Fardisais ¥ v sue

AND MARK TO...coiiiveirrennnans

PREPARE DRAFT REPLY

PREPARE REPLY FOR

SIGNATURE OF...o.siinnita;

FOR ACTION
FOR INFORMATION

FOR COMMENTS
FOR APPROVAL PLEASE
FOR SIGNATURE PLEASE

CIRCULATE AND
CONSOLIDATE REPLY

PLEASE SPEAK/TELEPHONE

FURTHER COMMENTS

Date Signature and Appointment

Tel Extn

¥







RE UNINVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

P.O. BOX 1 + KENSINGTON + NEW SOUTH WALES « AUSTRALIA « 2033
TELEX AA26054 « TELEGRAPH: UNITECH, SYDNEY + TELEPHONE 663 0351
EXTN. 3525 j7:7

PLEASE QUOTE

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC HISTORY
GORDON RIMMER 14 September 1984
PROFESSOR AND HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Officer-in-Charge

The Information Section
Central Army Records Office
366 St. Kilda Road
MELBOURNE

Victoria

Dear Sir,

Re: Brigadier John William O'Brien, 1909-1981

I am currently engaged writing a biography of the late Brigadier John
O'Brien at the request of his widow, Mrs Gwen O'Brien.

The Brigadier kept detailed records for much of his military career but
some parts are not too well documented.

It would therefore be helpful if I could obtain relevant information
from his file in the Central Army Records Office. If the information is
substantial, I would of course be prepared to call at your office when

I am in Melbourne. Srck /e,;,,,,‘.m/fa r S TR
" :
ece : 5
Yours sincerely, Je« Lea Cery eF Zor
'R T €R7r AS Zoronrmnds
C}Tx4ﬂ4\~ Ut * CoF
W.G. Rimmer

Professor and Head of the
Department of Economic History

LY :
/7“2’ L é ; issed to. Date
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Bowen C. Dees

140 NorTH CAaMINO MIRAMONTE
Tucson, ARIZONA 85716

August 21, 1988

CeMnd Zeeinrn s
Mr. J. M. Egan pgjf,’.g/? /M

Central Army Records Office

366 St. Kilda Road 4%;‘,
Melbourne, Vic. 3004 el :
Dear Sir:

REF: Info Svf/ex VX 15127

Thank you for you er of 11 August in which you give me
the sad news that my friend Brigadier O'Brien died some

time ago. We would hope to have the opportunity of writing
to his widow and expressing our condolences. Could you
possibly let us have her address?

Also, in connection with the same studies on which I had
hoped Brigadier O'Brien could shed some light, we would
very much like to get in touch with the officer who in the
late 1940's headed a unit in the Scientific and Technical
Division of the Economic and Scientific Section of the
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers in Tokyo, (then)
Lt. Col. E. C. Allan. Is it possible for you to give us

any information concerning his whereabouts (assuming —-
hopefully -- that he is still living)?

Again thanks for your help.

Sipgerely yours,

@

owen C. Dees




IN CONFIDENCE

CW:CAS

697 5577

Info Sve/ex VK15127 /| August 1988

Mr B.C. Dees

140 N. Camino Miramonte
TUCSON

ARIZONA USA 85716

Dear Mr Dees,

Is I refer to your letter received at this office on
29 July 1988,

2. I regret to advise you that this office has received
correspondence notifying us that Brigadier John William Alexander
0'Brien, DSO ED has died; unfortunately the date of death is

not available.

3. This information is released pursuant to Australian
Military Regulation 770.

Yours sincerely,

a3
o { (.
—_ Serial NOu...caicamnd ....._....

J.H- T 18 PCL0ILs Tuscn &Y
g oty “r° ! Ralease yectormena

IN CONFIDENCE




140 N. Camino Miramonte
Wdﬁmugrﬁmﬂ 87 Tucson, Arizona 85716

June 19, 1988

Australian Embassy B
Washington, D. C. \/ : 1}17

Gentlemen:

I am attempting to help a group of scholars who are
developing a history of science in post-war Japan to locate
individuals who were involved in the Occupation efforts to
rehabilitate Japanese science. One of those persons was
Brigadier John W. O'Brien. He and I were colleagues in the
Scientific and Technical Division of the General

Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers
in Tokyo. In fact, I succeeded him as Chief of the

Division when he returned to Australia in 1950.

Brigadier O'Brien later served in your Embassy in
Washington, where our paths crossed again (when I was with
the National Science Foundation). For some years after he
again returned to Australia we kept in touch, but I have
now lost his address.

I am writing to ask if you can send me his address. If for
some reason your policy precludes your sending me his
address, could you possibly forward this letter to him or
suggest a procedure which would allow me to get in touch
with him in connection with the historical research first
mentioned?

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

Siierely 3urs, 2

Bowen C. Dees

e AR
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. @
TELEPHONE: (202) 797.3000
TELEGRAPHIC ADOFESS: AUSTEMBA
TELEX: W. U, 892821
TWX: 710-822-9295

BASSY OF AUSTRALIA

IN REPLY QUOTE:

W264-1-301
L.BC.0722(21)

Central Army Records Office
PO Box 1932R

GPO MELBOURNE VIC 3001
Australia

OFFICE OF THE ARMY ATTACHE
AND AUSTRALIAN ARMY STAFF
1801 MASSACHRUSETTS AVE.
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20038-22713

l(/auly 1988

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CITIZEN

1 Enclosed is a letter from Mr Bowen C. Dees enquiring as
to the whereabouts of Brigadier John W. O'Brien.

2 I have advised Mr Dees that his letter has been
re-directed to you for assistance, if possible. You are
requested to reply directly to Mr Dees whether the response be

positive or not.

A Thank you for your assistance.

" B.L-. EDMUNDS
Ma jor

for Military Attache A

R TSI sy ey sty T Pty e
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?; September 1988
INF SPT GP/EX VX 15127

Mr Bowen C, Dees
140 North Camino Miramonte
TUESON, ARIZONA USA 85716

Dear Mr Dees,

¥ I refer to your correspondence of 21 August 1988 concerning
a request for information relating to the service of the late
Brigadier J.W. O'Brien.

2. The most recent address of the abovenamed's widow was provided
in September 1984;

Mrs GWEN O'BRIEN
73 Yarranabee Road
Darling Point

NSW 2027

2. Unfortunately, we have not been able to identify the
LTCOL Allan mentioned in your letter. It is suggested that you
contact the following person who in 1984 advised this Office that
he was writing a biography of the late Brigadier.

Professor W.G. Rimmer

Head of the Department of Economic
PO Box 1, Kensington

NSW 2033

AUSTRALIA

2. The above information is released by my authority pursuant
to Australian Military Regulation 770.

J.M.
for Commahding Officer
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