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RoAsi.i's SCUADRON'S SHCOND CACERPILLAR CLUB MUNBER

KINTYHAVK PILUT BALSS OUT OVER SICILY

Sergesnt A. MaoDonald of Waitara (U.5.W.), who recently balec
out over Sicily because of engine trouble and landed within the Allled
lines, is the second member of the Australian Kittyhawk squadron based |
in Sicily to Jjoin the famous Caterpillar Club.

MacDoneld wae flying on a late evening sortie five miles from
Modeca in South Basgtern sicily, end at an altitude of sbout 5000 feet
his engine began to splutter, causing his'alrcraft to lose height.

tAlternating stresms o1 vlack an. white smoke poured from my
engine'", he said on return to his unit. "My aircraft continued to losz
height in spitA of my efforts to make the motor pick up, and I deciged |
to get down to earth pronto.

nThe countryside was too hilly and too closely ter.aced ior 2
crash landing, so I decided 1o jump at 1000 féetc I pushed the stick
smartly forward and fclt myeelfl catapulited from the coeckpit.

vy pulled the rip cord and my parachute opened with a slight

jerk. After a ghort fall I landed with a hesvy bump in a sitting
posgition.

"gicilian peasants came from all dirsctions and soon a crowd
of over 200 had gethered. They wore very frienily, expressing some
concern, but my only injury was a blecding nose. Phey led me to a
dying donkey hit by my aircreft - fortunately the only casualty in the
cragh.

"ihen I asked the way to the nparest road, everyone angwered
at once, speaking with & volubility far beyond my recently acguired
knowledge of Italian. After some time six of them puided me to the'
roadwey where a passing cyclist loaded wy flying kit on his machine
and welked with me to a millitary post seven miles away.

*On the way the cyclist took me to his home where he and his
wife were hospitslity itsclf. They served a welco e meal of spaghettl
eggs and bread, and choweu & desire to help in every possible way.

Machonsld soend the night at & military cemp and returned to
his unit next day.

MacDonald was married shortiy before leaving Australie end his
wife resides at Darwell Streat, 5t. Loowards (W.8.W.). His parents

1ive at Balmoral Street, Waitara (Wes.i.).
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