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‘ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA '

- 0%
9 - SEP 1547

AUSTRALIA HOUSE

st niicv me STRAND - LONDON e oo

‘THE DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER

** CROTONATE, ESTRAND, LONDON.""
AND QUOTE W -C-2 TELEPHONE : TEMPLE BAR 1567.

L33/5/46

1st September, 1947.
AIR MAIL

Dear Sir,

With reference to Kour cablegram No.3355
of the 8th August, I enclose herewith coPg of the
Barlow Committee on the Scientific Civil Service
dated September, 1945.

The Treasury advises that the
Meteorological Service forms part of the Scientific
Civil Service, and the Barlow Committee has not made
a separate report on its organisation.

Yours faithfully,

L2 8

for DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER.

The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department,

CANBERRA . :z

COPY (WITH ORIG. ENC): INT. (PREV. CORRES. } 1-ggp LW g
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A. 372/ ‘1/10..-'
11th June, 1947.

MEMORANDUM 3=
The Dginty High Commissionmer,

I desire to refer to your memorandum, Noe
427/4/17 of 1st April, 1947, enclosing copy a letter
from Professor D« Linton of the University of Sheffield,
in which he requests copies of monthly rainfall maps for
this year and information concerning certain engineering
works in connection with Australian rivers.

Enclosed are statements, publications ete. furnished
by the Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission, Sydney,
and the State Rivers and Water 3:3911 Commission, Melbourne,
relative to dams. Consiruetion the Nathan Gorge Dam,
Dawson River, Queensland has been indefinitely postponed.

Advice received from the Director of the
Meteorological Branch, Department of the Interior indicates
that arrangements have been made for the regular supply of
monthly rainfall maps to be forwarded to Professor Linton and
that the initlal despatch was sent on 29th April, 1947.

It is pointed out that this advice was received before
the receipt of your memorandum of 27th May in whieh it is stated
that Professor Linton required copies of dailly rainfall 35"
The matter has again been taken up with the Director of
Meteorological Branch and further advice will be forwarded
to you as soon as possible. ‘ g
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i COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTR

AUSTRALIA HOUSE /
:::AgF:I:::: T:Icﬂlfﬁ.v STRAND o LONDON > "Cno‘l‘ﬂNA?l. ..“A“D.. LONBOH' ‘
7 AR U i W.C2. TELEPHONE: TEMPLE BAR 1567 A
RI/ED
u27/4/17
- 27th May, 1947.

| ~ Memoranduwn for -

The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department,
C.ANBERRA! Ao CQT'

With reference to my memorandum of lst April
| enclosing copy of the letter received at this office
f from Professor D. Linton of the University of Sheffield
regarding a supply of rainfall maps, I am asked by Professor
| Linton to point out that it is copies of the daily maps he
| is anxious to obtain and not the monthly rainfall maps as
indicated in my covering memorandum.

for Deputy High Commissioner.

L e
i 4‘ '8

1
. “‘\

COPY: INTERIOR (METEERGIOGICAL BRANCH) (ADVICH.) (PREV. CORRES.)
;75 x4
o=,
: &
A7




A.527/1/1
3rd June, 1947.

¥emorandum for :

The Seeretary,
of the Interior.,
(veteorological Branch)

I desire to invite attention to my
minute of 21st April, 1947, covering corpy
of a letter from the Deputy High Commiss-
ioner, London, asking whether Professor
D. Linton of the University of Sheffield
could be guprlied regularly with the

Wn maps for the year 1947
as pu

I should be glad to be favoured with
your early advice in the matter.

Fdlocko
e 2

Ry

A
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B q.imuumm SHOULD BE
ADDRESSED TO:

THE COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN,
WEST BLOCK, CANBERRA, A.C.T.

ADDRESS TELEGRAMS :
" COMSTAT,”” CANBERRA.

A

353 0
CoMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS, i
WEesT BLock,
In reply quote No. CANBERRA, A.C.T.
JuJ/DS : 47/912 28th May, 1947,

The Secretary, -~
Prime Minister's Department,
CANBERRA . A5C,.T.

DAMS - PROFESSOR LINTON,

Enclosed herewith are staotements, publicotionmgetec, furnished
by the Water Comservation and Irrigation Cormission, Sydney and the State Rivers
and Water Supply Commission, Melbourne, in response to a request for informetion
for Professor David L. Linton, Sheffield, on the subject of dams (reference your
memo LRT/ES, A.372/1/1 of 21st April, 1947),

Construction of the Natham Gorge Dam, Dawson River, Queensland,
included by Professor Linton in His list, has been indefinitely postponed.




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA HOUSE

PLEASE REPLY TO A TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS:
THE OFFICIAL SECRETARY STRAND LONDON “CROTONATE, ESTRAND, LONDON"
AN e W.C2 TELEPHONE: TEMPLE BAR 1567

L27/L/17
1st April, 194L7.

Vemorandum for -

The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department,
CANBERRA, A.C.T.

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter received
at this office from Professor D. Linton of the University
of Sheffield, and shall be glad to know whether it will be
possible for him to be supplied regularly with the monthly
rainfall maps for the year 1947, as published.

As regdrds the second paragraph of his letter,
the table referred to therein is enclosed and I should be
glad if the latest available figures could be supplied.

ﬂj,;wtht;

for Deputy ngh Commissioner.

CCPY & COPY ENCLS: INTERICR (Met. Bch.) (adv,/regards the supply of

& rainfzll maps.
. (adv. as regards the informagion concerning
L plitas certain Australian dsms.) @/r
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e _.dlw

el
g,

. /

P e

nl’

s

[ 4 3 \‘

3%
7




COPY
The University,
Sheffield 10.

‘epartment of Geography

Professor David L. Linton.
25th March, 1947.

The High Commissioner for Australia,
Australia House,

Strand,

London, W.C.Z2.

Dear S8Sir,

I wish to make two requests. Firstly, in the teaching
of the geography of Australia in this Department it is very
desirable that accurate first hand information should be
available, and in no particular is this more true than in
regard to Australian climate. I am, therefore, very
anxious to obtain copies of the weather map issued daily by
the Commonwealth lMeteorological Service. I shall, therefore,
be glad to learn from you whether you can arrange for a
series of weather maps, covering the year 1947, to be
delivered to this Department in say monthly batches, and at
what cost.

Iy second request is for information regarding certain
engineering works in connection with Australian rivers. I
append to this letter a table and would be most grateful if
you could arrange for the information given in that table
to be checked and for the gaps to be filled. It is possible
that some of the information required has actually appeared
in issues of the Australian Year Book, but unfortunately the
last volume received by this University from your office was
Volume 32, dated 1939.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) David L. Linton.




. COPY

L 4

: Location Date of Min. flow of
River of Dam Completion Acre-feet river below Dam
Murrumbidgee . Burrinjuck 1922 771,000
~ Goulburn Eildon 1930 306,000
Lachlan : Wyangala 1935 300,000
lurray Hume 1936 2,000,000

Darling

Dawson- Nathan Gorge : 25 500,000

-




hag been a member comatry. uring the nr.tw wguuintion s

_eyeeuttve conucn; faﬁimﬁl'&metatmm,a permanent secretariat ané

= The other
* £ ?ys aua ¥r

l"ﬂR mm

inprava sné co«ordimte world mteomlogma’l lﬁtﬁriﬁu. Anstralie /]
dctivities were suspended. 4 conference vas M!d ut Tondon in Feb.,mw
when # convention and mgula"iom for pest-war argunwuu wars
drafted for finsl re en by the congress of the nrgautntlou to be
held at ¥nshington in sem.,m. < The dreft convention provides fo

& cennress,A conmittes to act for congress between meetings,an

technical commissions. The last-mentioned deal with : '
Godes , comuuimttgﬂ, umsrks hours of obssrvation, and internal
W/T exchanoes of svnnpttc data: instnmantal equipment and methods of

chaarwsionl okimetalogy; hydrolegy: maritime services; aviation sgrv___
aemlogy and advancemnt of twnniml methodsa ; ;

Each comissmu will comprise & president and members erperienneé
iz the particular (1213 soverss. . i3

sebinet decided toduy tnat fusiralis shouié continue iis
memberssip of the organisaticn,

No. 101 :

Canberra, Fehruary 6, 19L7.




- results applicable to the Aus

ROR “RESS Statement by the Prime Minister. P 37 N
CLIMATOLOGICAL SZRVICES. ; '
r\\The Rural Recoanstructica Commission in its third report

emphag;gaé the effect of climate in determining primary prcduction in '
Australia and recommended that an improved agro-climatological service
should be established. The recommendation, together with otheﬁ proposals,
were evamined by an inter-departmental committee which considered that
climetology covered a wider ficld'than the requirements for agriculture
and that if a service were established it should be concerned with more
widespread aspects including forestry, public works, water suppl}. transe
port, housing and health. '

Full Cabinet today approved of the establishment of &
climatoiogical service and invited co-operation of the appropriate
departments of the State Goveruments. The climatological service will
be established in the Commonwealth Meteorological service and will be
constituted as follows:

At least in each capital city bureau a groressional climatologist
and treined staff, with special functions of compilation, analysis and
presentation of climatological data for the economic purpgses of & State
and, as necessary, for each spscis)l region, will be provided. Consideration
will be given to the climatological uirements of the Northern Territory
and ?agua and Now Tuinea. The 2ssisting sta”f will be somposed of a core
of trained metecrological assistants, with avenues of promotion to
positious as meteornlogist and climafologist, with the balance of the
stagf egploygd on a temporary basis and adjusted to meet the fluctuating
neeas o7 WOork.

In ench State or, #han nacessary, region, a committee of
representatives of State Departments, and scientific bodies whose activities
ara concerned with climatolog{ will be set up to consider and present
programmes of climatological investigation and indicate the degree of
priority to be accorded items in the programme. The divisional meteorologis
and senior climatologist will be members of the committes.

At the Central Weather Bureau a climatological staff, under a
supsrvising ciimatologist, will be provided to bs responsible for
co-ordination of regional plans, for the provision of necessary equipment
and for the resultant organisation. The csntral section will attend to
collection, analysis and comptlation of data and publications of |
iovestigations in all regioms. It will be responsible for review of methods
adopted by overseas climatolo§ica1 services on similar problems and their

ralian requirement.

A central committee, comprising representatives of appropriate
Commonwealth Departments, the Council for Scientific and Industria
Research and other scientific organisations whose activities are concerned
with climatology, will be developed to consult with and advise the Director
of Hetgorologicai Services on climatological matters. :

The basic statisticel compilations will be continued at the
cgptral bureau but the organisation will be adjusted t> ensure that the
completest data necessary for ao{ainveotigation in hand is available to
the regional climstologist and staff.

No. 226 ~ Canberra, January 18, 1946.




Paper numbered as above, being communication from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

dated (no covering letter)
3 Publications

regarding Meteorological Services

was this day forwarded under B.C. to Department of Alr
for the purpose of information.

il

20th /’becamber, 1945,

(Date
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@62 Lwow,Polend,Januery 28, 1939.

To:

The Tresgsurer and Minister in Charge of Development
and Scientific end Industrisl Research,of Australis,
Canberra.

Dear Sirs,

I beg to inform you that I heve not got any
engwer to my letter written to you on #ugust the 20-th
1938.1It is 2 pity,becesuse if you would esnswer me,you

L et wvould have been able tc help to & great extent the
i~ people living in your country.l believe thet you diad
not understend my letter es & whole and therefore I beg
L to send you the folloving sdditional informations.

I am able,on demend, to create atmospheric
chenges in the air , on land end ses,I do it upon warranty
to the extentgiven in theenclosed communication.

Sinse you,prcbably, have not met such
people es yet,or such propositions,I would suggest thet
you try out my methods on besis of my communicetion.

I can create any weather we like and wherever we like.
I should meake experiments for you withcut any profit
s0 that you would not have sny costs excepting
correspondence.

At the sesme time I beg to inform you that

I can take part in rescuing perties in the whole yours

country.I could locelige the great drought catestrophe
in your country in yeere 1937 end 1938 within two weeks.
I hope you will eveil yourselves of my services.

Very respectfully yours,

Roik Alexy
Lwow,Nebielaks 48,
Poland.
Enclosure:
1,communice. :
1 R e et AEn i SMEEE) s B S S et i 2a o= o B o i el &.‘_A



COMMUNIOQUE

I bring to the notice of all Meteorologists as well as to
the scientific institutes snd agricultural orgenisaticns of all

countries that I have property mystical by means of which I am
eble to change the climete in nature on demand,on order,always, .

&t any time in 8ll countries,in any scason of the year,in any _
part of the world geogrephicylly defined, in any country of the
earth,in the area of 5.000 to 500000 sqguare kilometres within
3 to 6 days small and 5 to 10 days a large measurement.

1./ I can create winds of a strength of 30 to 200 metres
en hour on an erea from 60 to 50000 kilometres long and from
50 to 1.000 wide, 50 to 10.000 metres high and to tive the
necessary direction such as from Bast to West and on the

contrary,from South to North and on the contrary,ms well as
in ther combined direction.

2./ 1 cen create reins and snowns on order in any part of

the country desired, in any quantity demanded in milimetres
a day, every secnd dey, every third day, every fourth day,
once & week and S0 on.

3./ I can create on order in any place desired a good
weather wherever it is needed, to make the winds subside and
the rains as well,where there are to many, to change the
tempersture into plus or minus from 5° to 20° C degred into
the desired tempereture.

4./ 1 can create different clouds and humid air,meske the
clods pure and dry up to humid eir in any season of the years

To certify the truth of my statements I am prepared
to demonstrate and carry out the test under a scientific contral
of experts, even in all five continents of the wcrld and in
deserts such as Sshara, Gobi and Australisn desertse.

I invite 2ll interested profesionels,Meteorologists of
science and agricultural organisations to observe,examine and
control the test.

Applications stating the climaete desired, the countyy
Place and date, are recuested up to the sdress:Roik Alexy,
Lwow,Nebicleka 48, Poland.

A Commitee will be slected from smong the applicants,
which will state exactly the country , place,date and the clima
te it will be possible to observe and to realize its truth.

Lwow,January 1939, Roik Alexy.













WB/EN.
HF/AMK,

11th h/lfly/(

Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter of 7th

lon-her. 1975, lo.BJSIu}.S. enclosing copy of

orrespondence received from ¥r. C. Sinclair Wood
mtm, The Pastoralists® Asscciation of West 5“11
Anchor Chambers, 334 Plende Street, Prokem Hill, uhttn
toangut by ¥r. ¥. A. Thomson of Grassmare, via

Broken s that more detailed information be’ furnished
in the dally weather forecasts for the Western Divieion
of New South Wales, T desire to inform vou that
arrangements are being made, as far as possible, for
differentiation in tbo forscasts in respect of nmorthern,
central and southern parts of that Division,

Yours faithfully,

Secrstary.
The Under Secretary,
Premioer's Doputmt
OOPY In'runma. \V\\
\ -(Q./
(\"t‘
X
o

A B, it
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 COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA,

R

Department of the I
Meteorological Bureau,
Central Office, 3
: MELBOURNE, 3rd December
35/3023

The Secretary, =
Department of the Interior,

CANBERRA. F.C.T.

With reference to the copy of
from the Prime Minister's Department (referred wi
of 19/11/35, 35/11109), containing requests from
of Grassmere, via Broken Hill, and the Council of T :
Pastoralists' Association of West Darling, for more detailed
information in the daily weather forecasts for the Westernm
Divieion, New South Wales; I desire to advise that arrang
are being made for , as far as possible, differentiation
forecasts in respect of Northern, Central and Southern parts
that Division. ;

(sgd.) W.8. Watt.
Commonwealth Meteorologist,

The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department.

Forwarded, in connectioun with your memorandum
of the 13th November, No.G.372/1.

or ecrétary, 3
- Department of the Interior,

“5/12/1935.




(c 0PY)

GRASSMERE
VIA BROKEN HILL. :
6th July, 1933.

The Secoretary,
West Darling Pastoralists! Assoclatlon,
Broken Hill.

Dear Sir,
I would like to point out that the weather forecasts

for Western Division given over the wireless from New South Wales,
Victorie and South Australia, embrace an aresa of roughly one third
of the State and might refer to Tibooburra, Nyngan and Broken Hil)
or Wentworth, As this information is both useful and interesting
perhaps some greater deteil could be given if the Met®worological
people were approached on the subj ect - such as North, Central and
South West Darlinge.

T am sure if this could be done it would be greatfly
appreciated by those 1iving in the country during these
strenuous times of drought. .

Yours faithfully,
(sgd) W.A. THOMSON.

1 31 '/ WA W




(c 0 PY)

THE PASTORALISTS! ASSOCIATION OF WEST DARLING.
‘. 4 Anchor Chambers,

334 Blende Street,
Broken Hill, 29/10/35.

The Honoreble
The Premier of N.S.W.,
Sydney.
sir,
I attach hereto copy of a letter received from Mr,.
W.A. Thomson of Grassmere Via Broken Hill, and would point out
that the Council of this Association instructed me to bring this
request under the notice of the Authorities. Not knowing which
Department controls the meteorological activities, I should be
glad if you would kindly pess these representations on to the
appropriate quarter.

Yours faithfully,

(sgd) C. SINCLAIR WOOD.

Secretarye.




ST 3592 81327

"

NEW SOUTH WALES.

T O P PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT,

P.O, BOX NO. 13A,

T SYDNEY, 7Tth November, 1935.
IN REPLY, FLEAS!-E QUOTE NO 8'55/2415'

8 I Q

) 2

I enclose herewith copy of a communication which
has been recelved from Mr, Sinclair Wood, Secretary, the
Pastoralists! Association of West Darling, forwarding copy
of a letter from Mr, W.A. Thomson of Grassmere, via Broken

Dear Sir,

Hill, asking if additional information concerning weather
forecasts could be given in respect of such districts as
North, Central and South West Darling.

It would be appreciated if you would kindly refer
Mr, Wood's representations to your Meteorological Authorities
for the favor of thelr consideration,

Yours faithfully,

Under Secretarye.

The Secretary, g_;a:
- Mméﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂf”ﬁrgmﬁ.ﬂt' COPY WITH COPY ENCLS.INTERIOR
i g R T o e o 1035 (ADVICE)

13 WO (ﬂ/,
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NEOLE’;H;?": COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
'k::';l:;:;r' HOME AND TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT, .
61 SPRING STREET, ;
54l5641 15 : ' 10th November, 1925 :q
% A9, \%‘1— MELBOURNE. _ p »
ol T |
R ,_"i\ e . e,
A RL C'D* s
The Secretary, = { 192 'j_ [ TN .
Prime Minister's Dq@nrtmen 5_" (5”@ (REA er
¥ i o § ] A

L L L L '/'_‘A

I— Pt

: \/“‘” ﬂﬁﬁ, \kkEM£%79¢Z//
With.reference to your. minute of the Ufé

October, forwarding a despatch from the Premier of South
Australia, relative to the establishment of a Climatological
Station at Berri Orchard, I desire to inform you that the
Commonwealth Meteorologist advises that a standard louvred
thermometer is being forwarded to the Manager of the State
Orchard at Berri, and on its reaching its destination, it
is requested that arrangements be made by the South
Australian Agricultural Department for the Divigional .
Meteorologist at Adelaide to personally vigit the orchard
for the purpose of establishing a screen and instruments
and instructing the Obeservers.

As requested by the Premier, a thermograph
for continuous temperature record has been included in the
equipment. The Meteorologist is, however, unable to comply
with his requéest to supply means of recording the Sun's
maximum temperature as no satisfactory instruments exist
for this purpose. & The solar thermometers used in the
past have been found so unreliable that their use has been
discarded by this Department.
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The Right Homorable,
The Prime Minister,

VESTS,

M {5
)’ EG"D \_‘:;3\
17 0C 1925 —

A )
\ \‘ : ,;‘ :/ : s
%@E‘ﬁi‘“’ﬂ i

Dear Sir, !
With reference to your letter of the
13th ultimo, intimating that your Covernment is
prepared to establish a 3rd .crdor Climatological
Station at the Berri QOrehard, and provide certain
standard equipment, provided that the continuity of
observations can be guaranteed and monthly returns
forwarded to the Weather Bureau, I desire to inform
you that this Govermment will undertake to carry out
the necessary recording work at Berri Orchard. It
is particularly desired to put in instruments with a
continuous recording thermometer and a maximum sun
thermometer, and I shall be glad if your Govermment
can provide these instruments in addition to those
mentioned, as they would prove of much value.
Yours fait

COPY TOH., & T. (ADVICE)
0CT 20 1925
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‘&Y Pelie

selbourne, AUG 131925

Dear 8ir, .

#ith reference to your letter of iHrd June
requesting thatelimstoloplesl date colleeted &t the :
gtate Orebard, Serri, be sccepted as oificisl records,
ard that the necessary stendsrd equipment &nd fuuuia ;

‘ ided st the officisl nmm:gm stotions
ing there, L desire to inform you thut the
Coumonweslth Leteorclogiet reporte that, frowm inforustion
received, it appears that the thermometers in use are rot
of & stendsrd type, and sre exposed in an lmprovised screens

necords from such instruments and screen
are not comparable with properly lnstalled therwometers,
and curnot therefore be recognised as officisl reecords;
while the barometer readings, being taken from &n sneroid
instrumert, are of little value.

In view of the importance of tupomhr:h.

records in the fruit growing ares, for which pu

Berri Oreherd would seem to be &n excellent location, the
Jeteorologiet is prepered to estublish & Jrd order
climstologionl etstion there, and equip it wiih Stendard
Pry snd Wet Bulb referense, .eximum Dry Sulb end Kinlmun
ory Sulb Thermomsters, ond s Standard Louvred Ixposure
Sereen, with wind wane and rein gsuge, provided that the
continuity of observetions etn be puarenteed and monthly
returneg ere forsurded to the Yesther Buresu.

Por effective cliustologicsl duta, dsily
opservations would reculre to be made &t 9" a.m. and

Yours faithfully,

The Honorable - : epdy ©. W. C. MARE
the Premier of South sustralis,

Adelaldoe. j for Prime Minister.

o&' .'\
R Tvhd




I,f,'-‘;';’,'f' gcﬂ:fuuonwml.m OF AUSTRALIA.
e . yw\;\ HOME AND TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT,
L &1‘5641 : REO D \J " 61 SPRING STREET,
/’?J f\; b %\%q, MELBOURNE. Btlli./A“gIlBt 1925
-~ ’- \,,‘7‘:-{-1
2 , 5 .,’ bl <9.
The Secre ’ gyf
Prime H@ s Department.

With reference to your memorandum of the 6th July,
L.372/2/55, forwarding copy of a communication received from the
Fremier of South Australia asking that the climatological data
collected at the State Orchard, Berri, be accepted as official
records, and that the necessary standard equipment and facilities
generally provided at the official climatological stations be
installed there, I desire to inform you that the Commonwealth
leteorologist reports that, from information received, it appears
that the thermometers in use are not of a standard type, and are
‘exposed in an improvised screen.

Records from such instruments and screen are not
comparable with properly installed thermometers, and cannot
therefore be recognised as official records, while the barometer
readings being taken from an aneroid instrument,are of little
value.

In view of the importance of temperature records in
the fruit growing area, for which purpose the Berri Orchard would
seem to be an excellent location, the lMeteorologist is prepared
to establish a 3rd order climatological station there, and equip
it with Standard Dry and Wet Bulb reference, lMaximum Dry Bulb and
Uinimum Dry Bulb Thermometers, and a Standard Louvred Exposure
Screen, with wind vane and rain gauge, provided that the
continulty of observations can be guaranteed and monthly returns
are forwarded to the Weather Bureau.

-

For effective cllmatologlcal data, daily observations

would require to be made at 92 a.m. and 3hp.m.

Will you kindly arrange for the Premier to be

ﬂadv1aed accordingly!?




m. 5 60372/1/36'

Kelvourne, ,u o 41895

Dear &ir,

¥ith reference to your letter of 22nd June, No,
25/1279, regarding the establishment of additional meteorologicsl
stations in Vietoris with a view to warning settlers snd fruit- i
growers of climatio changes, T desire to inform you that this mat-
ter wae brought under the notice of the Comwonwealth Teteorologist
whe has furnished the following report:- :

*ithere are in my opinion alreesdy sufficient meteoro-
logical stations in Victoris (excepting in & very few B
gparsely settled districte), snd the esteblishing of ad-

~ ditional etations is nmot likely to inorease ithe useful-
ness nf weather forecasis to the settler or fruitgrower,

i

In regerd io disiritution: The forecasts, in ad-
dition to being published in ¥elbourne and various coun-
try newspapers, are telegraphed daily about ncos from the
eteorological bsuresux to a nunbver of country cenires end
cozat stations im ecch State of the Commonwealth snd ex-
~hivited at the leoecal post offices for public information.
In yictoria, the centres &nd stations st present supplied
are xildura, Cuyern, Rainbow, Jeparit, Hergham, Culgom, -
“yecheproof, Bendige, Ballarat, Ceelong, Eale, Lakes En-
trance, Ordosi, Portland, Cepe Ouway, Wilson'sz Promontory
end Gabo Island. Applicetions for exiengions of this |
service are metl es far se possible, provided that in each -
cese sseurance is giver thal telegrephing the forecastis
will serve some ugeful public purpose,

i
1
o

!
A

Speclal forecasts for & locality, required forx 231- _
vale purposes by individuals or firme, are sleo supplied

en application, or condition that spplicents meet the cost
of telegraphic transmiesion, For the paet seventeen '
yesrs, special daily forecasts have on requeat been mup-
plied from this Puresu, during the fruit drying sea

to several Fruit growing companies snd Settlers' Clube
the Wildura disiriet; each body paying its separate cost
(abous 1/- emeh per day) of the forecasi telegrams, The |
vodies concerned have frequently expressed their high 0:
preciation of the value of the forecasts, of which en the
aversge, Uy per cent bave been fully verified. As this
arrangement has proved so sstisfactory te kildura fruit
groving interests, I would suggest its consideration by
other conpanies and wssocistions goncerned,

The Fonersble

the Premier of Victoris, | !
¥ SLBOURXE. :

- - .-

- Forecastis/
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The Secretary,
Home and Territories Department.

” There are in my opinion alre¢ . sufficient meteoro
iogical stations in Victoria (excepting very few sparsely
settled districts), and the establishinf of additional
stations is not likcly to increase the usefulness of weahhar
forecasts to the settler or fruitgrower. :

In regard to distribution: The iorecuatq in additioa
to being published in Melbotrne and various country newspapers,
are telegraphed daily about noon from the Meteoroliogical
Bureaux to a number of country centres and coasl stations in
each Btate of the Commonweslth and exhibited at the local pest e
offices for public information. In Vietoria, the centres and
stations at preseni supplied are Mildura, Ouyen, Rainbow, -
Jeparit, Horsham, Culgoa, Wycheproof, Bendigo, Baliarat, Geelong, 3
Sale, Lakes Entrance, Orbosk, Portland, Cape Otway, Wilson's o |
Promontory and Gabo Island. Applicationa for extensions of o
this service are met as far as possible, provided that in each o
case assurance is given that telegraphing the iarecasts will ) ~}

serve some useful public purpose.-.

bpecial forecasts for a locecality, required for .
private purposes by individuals or firms, are also supplied on
application, on condition that applicants meet the cost of ,
telegraphic transmission. For the past seventeen years o
special daily forecasts have on request been supplied from this
Bureau, during the fruit drying seasons, to several Fruit
growing companies and Settlers' Clubs in the Mildura district;
each body paying its separate cost (about 1/- each per day) of
the forecast tedegrams. The bodies concerned have frequently
expressed their high appreciation of the value of the foretasts,
of which on the average 89 per cent have been fully verified.

As this arrangement has proved so satisfactory to Mildura
fruit growing interests, I would sug.est its consideration by
other companies and associations concerned.

JA_‘VA._‘;M-JL_‘ - A

Forecasts and Weather Reports may also be transmitted
to persons under regulations of the Post and Telegraoh Department
as folliow: 1

"Telegraphic Regulations and Rules. Weather Reports and
Rainfall Information. 3

Weather forecasts may be transmitted in code language

at the rates charged for ordinary t elegrams, or may be sup-

plied to any person by telegraphic message daily - Sundays,

and hOllddyS excepted - on pauyment in advance of' I'ive pounds

(£5) per annum. Provided, however, that in the latter case /

no such message shall exceed twelve words in length.

Rainfall infcrmation in plain language may be transmitted

at the ratee charged for press lLelegrams?

*Telephone Regulations. Time Signals and: Weather Forecasts.

vesess Subscribers to Telephone Exchanges who are outside net-
works of State capitals or other large centres may, on payment
of an annual fee of 3(s., be supplied by televhone with the
daily weatner forecast and occasional notes concerning flood
waters und impending storms, issued by the Commonwealth
MHeteorologist.

Such service shall be provided for a period certain of
one year, after the expiration of which period payment shall
be made half-yearly under the conditions as to discontinuance

.-leid down in Regulation 11 in respect of ordinary telephﬂne e
services. ; ; ‘@

The fees shall be paid in advance.” : =

I would add that for the grower, settler, or palﬁ“

"not in close touch with a country centre, the taking ad#?n,'; i
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The Honourable

The Prime Minister
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22nd June, 1925,

Dear 8ir,

I desire to bring under your notice the guestion of the
establishment of additional Meteorologicel Stations with a view
to warning land settlers, particularly fruit-growers, of climatie
changes.

The service already provided is of the greatest value,
end is in a marked degree reliable, but it is necessarily cur-
tailed in usefulness owing to the stations not being numerous
enough and the means of providing the information not being as
wide as in other countries.

I understand that in California, for instance, the
whole sysiem has been so developed that practically every grower
has o forecast for a period of about twenty-four hours, and ale
though it might not be possible yet to abtain this for Victoria,
I feel sure that an extension of the present very useful system
would be welcome,

I should be glad if this suggestion could receive the
fevourable consideration of the Commonweslth Government,

Yours faithfully,

Premier,

of the Commonwealth,

MEIBOURIE .

COrY TC He & T." b,

(Congideration & advice)
JUN 2 41925

é%J? /75/7L,xzt’
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I.c.
842/25

_‘f:’:"f / 9% Premiers Gffice,

Abeluide, Sth June,1925.

Dear Sir, -

The attention of this Government having
been directed by the Btate Irrigation Cormission
to & communication addressed to your Government
by the Remnmark Irrigation Trust urging the necessity
for making better provision for the establishment
of Meteorological Stations and the distribution of
weather forecasts throughout the fruit-growing areas
in the River Murray valley, I desire to inform you
that this Goverrment supports the request of the
Trust and I shall be glad if your Government can see
its way to give favorable consideration to the

request,

Yours faithful

PREMITR,

The Right Honoradtle

The Prime Minister,

MELBOURNE,

/ ’J—‘-V((o
COPY TO H, & T, RX.
dlf ¥ 1825




Prewiers Gifice,

Adeluide.3rd June, 1925,

T have been requegted by my colleague
the Minister of Agriculture to bring under your notice
the fect that at the State Orchard, Berri, on the River
Murrey, the following data has been, and is being,
recorded, viz:-
Roinfall, lst July 1917 to the present date.
Weather notes, lst July 1917 {such as cloudy, clear ,winds)
Temperature, ade, minimum and maximum, Ground (surface),
minimum, and Soil, minlmum and maximum,
18" below Surface, since December, 1917,

, maximum, from 12th December 1921 to
16th June, 1923, minimum 4 ft, above soil,
in open from 13th December, 1921, to present
date,

Barometrical readings at 9 a.m} each morning since
10th September, 1920,

T understand that because this data
is not collected at a climatologicel Station recognised
by your Depertment they cannot be accepted as official
records, Tt is desired, therefore, that your Department
will recognise the data collected at the State Orchard,
Berri, end supply the necessary standard equipment and

facilities generally provided at the official Climatological

Stations,
\ Yours faithfully,
COPY T0 H & T. (ATTENTION). g o9 2
JUN 5 1928
PREMIER,
V]
/7. .r"\f_ ﬁ/rv/v'\ﬁj"
The Right Honorable ////
The Prime Minister, R 6/7

" MELBOURNE.,




e

PRIVE MINISTER.

wr /NP, G. 372/1/28

Melbourne, ... ; 1825

Dear S8ir,

L am directed to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 27th May, respecting the
establishment of meteorological astations and the
distribution of the w-athor-terccnstn throughout the fruit
growing areas in the Eurray V;}lay. Your representations
have been noted and will receive consiferation.

Yours faithfully,
Secretary.

The Manager,
First Hildura Irrigation Trust,
KILDURA, VICTORIA,




— My DTN . 3908, .

My 291025

Sir,

Meteorological Stations andggprvice.

¥y Commissioners have been favoured with g copy of a letter
dated 12th, inst, addressed to you from the Renmark Irrigation
Trust No, 1, relative to the making of better provision for the
establishing of meteorological stations and distribution of
weather forecasts throughout the f:uit growing areas of the
¥urrsy Valley. ;

As the matter is one which vitally affects this distriect,

my Commissibners desire meg to say that it has their complete
end unanimous suppori and they sincerely trust that you will give
the subject your earnest and sympathetiec consideration, and arrange

for the early installation of the stations snd service as desired,

Yours faithfully,
PIRST VILDURA IRRIGATION TRUST,

Yanager.
The Hon, The Prime Minister,

VFELBOURNE,

COPY H & T (CONS,ANN AMVICR)
wUN 1 S







THE RENMARK IRRIGATION TRUST uq-n e,
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The Hon The Prime Minister,

~“ Melbourne.

COPY 70 He & T (COHS. &
Hon. Sir, | ADVIGE).,VM 18 (09t

During your recent visit to our district, our
Chaeirman requested you to make better provision for the
establishment of meteorlogical stations and the distribution
of the weather forecasts throughout the fruit growing areas
in the Murray Valley.

You were good emough to promise that you would give this matter
your serious consideration provided we were able to show that
the expense was warranted.

We now have much pleasure in describing a few of the savings
we would be able to make in our working costs if we had accurate
forecasts.

It is scarcely necessary to point out to you, that the
meteorlogists in each state have such a paucity of information
from inland districts, as to preclude them from making forecasts
that are applicable to any portions of their states outside
of their metropolitan areas, with any degree of reliability.

From the beginning of September until the end of April in each
season, the weather conditions play & most important part in

the growing and harvesting of our fruits.




The Hon The Prime Minister---2

With the flowering of the'apple and pear trees, we have to be

on the alert to spray just at the right time to minimise the
destruction caused by codlin moths.

Frequently a windstorm renders the spraying extremedy difiloulto'
and wasteful

Perhaps rain comes on the night following the spraying and
washes all the insecticides off,

As the young shoots of the vines grow, a spell of damp muggy
weather may develop, and endanger Our crop by encouraging black
spot, oidium, and downy miidew.

The nervous and careful grower takes mo risks and sprays perhaps
to find that the weather immediately changes to fine and dry..
The careleas. grower holds off, hoping for the change and if
it fails to materialise, hia vines get infested with disease
and spread infection to ad joining blocks.

The most difficult erop of all to harvest = ie:~ Apricots,

ripens in December and January. A sudden heat wave ripens the
fruit so rapidly that the"rowor either has to ongake more labour
or let a big proportion of the fruit drop.

A downpour of rain cracks ripe fruit and renders it more or less
useless. ' .

The same remarks apply to the peach erop. In the meantime the
currants are just starting to colour up and are most susceptible
to damage by rain.

A timely sulphering mey render the fruit a little more
resistent to damage and will certainly ward off oidium.

Followinglén the currants come the sultanas, which do not

erack nearly so readily as currants, but owing to the big




The Hon. The Prime Minister---3
bunches, rot often develops in the heart of the bunches and
attracts the dreaded vine;ar fly. Sulphur again minimises
the losses if applied in time.
It frequently takes a change in the cities a whole day to
reach the 1rrigﬁtion areas and should the change be coning‘from
the north or north west a much longer period from the coast,
A proper selection of sites for the establishment of meteorlogical
stations and the rapid trensmission of the observations to the
state meteorologists would enable them to forecast our weather
conditions with tolerable accummey for at least a day ahéad and
frequently up to a week.
When &t is realised that inecluding the Marrumbidgee areas, there
are at least 70,000 acres under fruit and that not only a
considerable saving can be effected by the growers in the
protection and harvesting of their fruits, but also a further
saving to the authorities dn charge of the water distribution,
the#ypenditure of a few thoussand pounds per annull on an improved
meteorological service is certainly warranted.
Mbét of the fruitgrowing areas are well served by telephones.
. By telegraphing the daily forecasts for each district to the
telephone exchanges, the revenue of the telephone branch will be
meterially sugmented by charging up the weather inquiry ealls
to the telephone users.
Apart from the fruitgrowers, the forecasts would be of great
value to grazi&rs and férmers and we know of ﬁo small expenditure
by the Commonwealth Government which would be of greater benefit
to the irrigation settlements.
In Sonthern California, the meteorlogical stations have been




/

Thé Hon The Prime Minister---4

sitﬂqjggglthe observatigns transmitted so éniokly, that every
fruitgrower is notified every evening of the forecast, and the
telephone companies are snbsidised to distribute the forecasts,
no charge being made to the individual growers for the
information. As California is our greatest rival in the fruit
marke$s of the world, it is ésaential that we leave no stone
unturned to reduce our production costs and improve the quality
of our packed produce, and we feel that the lack of reliable
weather forecasts are unduly hampering us in our competition
for the world's markets.

We could furnish you,Sif, with many other excellent reasons
for the necessity of an uptodate meteorological service but‘feel
sure that the few points we have ennumerated will show you
clearly that our request has sufficient weight of reason behind
it for you to give the subject your most serious and valued
consideration.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

General Manager.




T0/Me. _ as72/1/12.

pDEC 17T 1924
delbourne,

Desr Sir, _
‘ #ith reference %o your letter A,B.Al4l/1924
of the l4th Wovember, relative to the resclution pussed aﬁ
the 85th :naual Congress of the Agricultural Bureesu of
your State, on the subjeet of westher forecusts inm the

fﬂu‘; growing areds on the River Hurray, 1 dsskre to
inform you thut advice has been received from the Commone \
weslth Heteorologist to tho effoet that a tentative |
westher forecset eould be sent soon after 10 S.m. daily ae f
ie alresdy being vent to compsnies in Miliurs and Irymple
districts during the fruit drying eeasson - the companies
mesting the costl of telepraphic transmission « 1f thie
ml_& noet tie wishee of the growers,

1t 1e further stated thet spplicstions for

1

L
h
t

the establishment of more climatologlesal etations will be
eonsidercd on thelr merits, :
4 4

Youre fdthfully, t i

" Mo

[ : Prime Minister.

The Honorsble,
The Premi:r of South mr*ﬂﬂﬂ % 199
W
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PRIME MINISTER.

W1 /PK. 0.372/1/16,

lollohraoﬁq 0 192
v 3 :

Memorandum for -

The :ucrotary,
Home and lerritories Depariment.

1 aeuro to invite nttnunn to u minute
of zlst Jovenbnr. forn.ruu copy ot lottu' fre- the lruhl‘
of 8wth Au:tnl:la. in which is o-hediod a ruolnu.
pauoa at the 35:1; Amal Oongrcu of the Agriouttrll
Bnrun of that Stlt., rolativo to o:peaiung the dm‘t‘
and po-tiu at Post Offices of weather fonout- -u shall
be glad if you will kinny ﬁu'nuh a ropl: in the matter |

at an ocrly date.

SOQro\lrﬁ
e
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Ad /,.,/

i




<., ///

R ' RP_‘ (Y )))
R:( } J& “{,\ ’f -
¥ |
RS Prewiers Gffice,
O Abeluibelqth November, 1924.
& ‘f / "".?-l
Dear Sir,

I desire to forward herewith copy of
a resolution passed at the 35th Annual Congress of
the Agricultural Bureau of this State, in respeet
A.B.A, to expediting the despateh and posting at Post
1873984, 0ffices of Weather Foreeasts, and to ask that
favorable consideration may be given to the regquest.

"That the work of the Meteorologiecal
Je ment in South Australia be made more
valuable to the producer, especially in the
fruit-growing areas on the River Murray, and
“H.f the drying season, b; expediting the
des ch and po:fug up at Post Offices of
weather forecasts, and by establishing offieial
elimatologieal lhti:n at suitable centres on
the irrigation areas”. '

COPY 70 HGME'4ND TERRITORIzs  Premier.
(AZJVICE%\
NOV 21 1924
The Right Homorable,
The Prime Minister, 5 7
o b B 1%
MELBOURNE, A




PRIME MINISTER.

26/PX. 8.372/1/11

Melbourne, ar £ 1004

Dear 3ir, :

With reference to your lot;tor of 4th september,
Agric. Dept. 621/24, relative to the supply o!' neteoros
logical infomation for the pm of the Joﬁml of
dgriculture of Westera Ausiralis, I lniro to uton you
that it is regretted that the particulars resently sought
were uaprogurable from the ra'th Branch of the Heteoro-
logical Buresu., : - 5

My eolleague, the Hinister for Home and Terri-
tories, has, however, informed me that arrangements have
now been made which will preveat a recurrence of this
diffioulty, and that the information required will in
future be furnished direet from the Perth 0ffice to the
Zditor of the Jourmal of asgriculture. .

Yours falthfully,

Prime Mianister,

L/ GOPY 10 H, & T
The Honorable -t W

the FPremier of Western Australia,

LX3LH. %




TELEPHONE,

No. 5374 COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
PR P S 12, s HOME AND TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT.
i Sl N e . 61 BPRING STREET,
-24f20  § Bl A
R VIR Sy At meLeourne. 29 th September ,1924
f YO T; )y ! ;
1_‘_1' ":, "\'w |H = r,‘*-\\
The Secretary, (1. ’ N |
Prime Minister's Department. {?
e/
"""ia--'

With reference to your memorandum of the
16th September, G. 372/1/10, forwarding a copy of a
communica tion received from the Premier of Western Australia,
relative to the question of the supply of meteorological
information for inclusicn in the Western Australia Journal
of Agriculture, I am directed to request that the Premier
be advised that it is regret ted that the particulars
recently sought were unprocurable from the Perth Branch of
the Me teorological Bureau. Arrangements have, however,
now been made which will prevent a recur rence of this
difficul ty. The information required will in future be
furnished direct from the Perth Office to the Editor of the
Journal of Agriculture.

éecretarx.







i hat the folk
s e 4th September, 1924

this Letter.
.

e/% Aa"‘-t —-b‘}“\_ G’;—L

Dear sir, g

With the object of increasing the value of the
Journal of Agriculture of Western Australia - a quarterly
publication with an issue of 5,000 copies - to the farmers and
orchardists of this State, its conductors decided recently to
insert in each issue a table showing the mean average tempera-
ture and the mean average rainfall for the preceding three
months, It was felt that the information that such a table
would convey would be of great service for reference in compar-
ing results obtained year by year, and it would also enable
tllose on the land to form with some accuracy judgments as to
the relationships between rainfall and production.

Application was made to the Perth branch of the
Meteorological office in order to get the details required for
the table mentioned above, but without success. The reply
to the enquiry was that all the data were in lMelbourne and
were not in the possession of the local office and therefore
could not be supplied by it. liore than six weeks ago
application for the information required was made by the Depart.
ment of Agriculture to the Head Office of the Meteomogical
branch in Melbourne through the office here, but so far no reply
has been received.

I would draw your attention to the anomalous nature
of the position that is thus disclosed. It would seem that .
meteorological information derived from observations made in
Western Australia is not available to residents of the State in
which the data are collected, a condition of affairs which surely
was never contemplated when the lleteorological office was
organised.

I would point out that in any other Federal department
whose work is largely statistical, locally collected information
is made available within the State in which it has been gathered;
the Customs House, for example, supplies to the Statistical
office of my Government and also to merchants who may desire it
figures relating to imports and exports. Vhy similar facilie
ties are not of fered in respect of meteorological data is a
question to which, it eseems to me, it would be difficult to find
a reasonzble answer,

COPY T0 H. & T. (ADVICE
] 924 :
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- I should take it as a favour if you would be so
good as to cause this matter to be looked into with a view of
remedying an administrative anomaly in such a way that would
rermit of the local lMeteorological office making available,
when required, particulars regarding local meteorclogical phe-

nomena.

Yours faithfully,

B2 APVFS

PREMIER.

The Rt, Hon. the Prime Minister,

LELEQURIE,




- PRIME MINISTER.

G372/1/3

?¢/VB

kil 1440k

pear 3sir,

I desire to acknowledge the reogeipt
of your note of the 5th April forwarding letter from the
seoretary, Rockhampton Chamber of Qommerce, regquesting
informtion as to the number of Ceantral Queensland

I L )

stations to which weather forecasts are sent, ete.,

and to inform you that the matter has bDeen referred to
the Department of Hume snd Territories with a request

that you be oommunicated with direct.

Yours faithfully,

semtor v,G., Thompsoa, ;sooreta%.
FPederal Perliament House,

MELBOUKRNE.










THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

MELBOURNE.
15th March, 1924.

P.E.Deene, Egq.,
Secretary, _
Prime Minister's Department,

MELBOURKNE.
Dear Mr.Deane,

I shall deem it a favor if you will forward
to me C/o House of Representatives, Melbourne, a copy of
your letter No.T.503/1/129 dated 13th February, 1924, re-
garding the deputation from the Rockheampton Municipal
Council which waited on the Acting Prime Minister and the
Minister for Trade & Customs at Roockhampton on the 27th
October, 1923 to urge improvements to the Meteorological
gserviee.

Yours faithfully,

Fon. L2 ol
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. .

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS,

MELBOURNE,

7th February, 1924,

Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Honorable Austin
Chapman to forward herewith a letter received by him
from Mr.F.M.Forde, M,P,, regarding the result of a
deputation which waited on the Acting Prime Minister
in Rockhampton recently regarding Weather Reports.

My Minister will be glad if you will
kindly have attention given to this matter, and advise
Mr.,Forde direct as early as possible,

Yours faithfully,

The Secretary Priv ecretd
Prime Minister's Departument, Mr%:‘:tef de;ymzd Customs.

Melbourne.
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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

MELBOURNE.

Jan. 23rd. 1923,

The Hom, Austim Chapman, M.H.R.,
Minister for Trade and Customs,
3 MELBOURNE ,

Dear Mr, Chapman,

You will remember that a deputatidn
waited om yourself and the Aeting Prime Minister on
the ossasion of your visit to Roskhamptom, urging that
Weather Reports Wbe despatehed every night to all ecumtry
eentres instead of im the morming. You will have a full
report of thé deputation; and I shall deem it a favour if
you will give me your deeision on the matter at your
earliest eonveniense,

Y urs faithfully,

A 4,

-
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
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HOME AND TERRITORIES D&hﬁr’ ot

61 SPRING STREET,
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PLEASE QUOTE MELBOURNE, 251';]1 January 1924,
no. . 23/29424

The Hon. E.C.G. Page, l.P.,

My dear Acting Prime Minister,

With reference to recent correspondence regarding the
Commonwealth Meteorologist's Annual Report, and to representations
by a deputation from the Rockhampton Municipal Council which
waited on Mr. Chapman and yourself to urge improvements to the
Meteorological service, I enclose for your information extracts
from a report submitted by the Commonwealth Meteorologist in
regard to the suggestions put forward.

Qe The Meteorologist states that the importance of
rendering all possible assistance towards the protection and
conservation of the wealth of the man on the land has always
been recognised by the Meteorological Bureau. To that erd the
Bureau has endeavoured, and is s8till endeavouring, to make
its forecasts, and also other timely meteorological advices and
gtatisties, promptly available to all concerned.

3. Extensions of the existing Meteorological service
are possible only so far as the limitations of the Meteorological
vote permit. As you are aware, the present vote is a very
limited one.

Yours faithfully,

Acting Prime Minister
of the Commonwealth,
MELBOURNE.




PAGE
IS IMAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A DAMAGED
THV?IITH A PORTION OF THE INFORMATION MISSING.

\

ln“’"thl taken from a Report furnished by the
Communwealth Meteorologist in regard to suggestions put forward
by Deputat ion from the Rockhampton Mun icipal Council.

e e -

* Dealing with the suggestions seriatim, and subject to fums
being provided by the Treasury - (1) Daily Int 8rchange of
rainfall reports between sel scted stations in cowmtry districts :

It is recommended that appl icat ions for such services
be considered and granted on respectivd merits. The approximate
average cost per station per annum at hal f ordinary telegrarhic
rates would be £70. b .

(2) Publication of the meteorological statistics for the respective .
States of the Commnwealth, approximate c0s8t per annum, £400.
Cost of publishing West Australian stat ist ics now awaiting

print ing £870) . ;

In addition to the uses ment ioned by Capt. Rhodes, these
publ ications meet the needs of engineers construct ing water
storages, new railways and other developmental works,
furn ish necessary information for ascertaining the best
choice of lecalities for new settlemente, and the correct
valuation of land , furnish the farmer and grazier with a
Teliable history of his own district's ©limate, thus enall ing
him to avoid errors such as overstock ing after abnorm ally
good years, and also encouraging development towards which
perhaps a series of unfavorable years would otherwise have
disinclined him. angd greatly facil itates both local and
internat ional studies of the influences governing Austral ian
¢l imate.

i3

o
“Z"(2) 1ssue of night forecasts.

This, although desiratle, will be costly, and I doubt
whether it is possible of attainment at the present time.
Consideration was given by a late Postmast er-Ceneral (Mr.Wige)
to a somewhat similar request by the Melbourne "Argus" and
"Age" newspapers, but in t hat case the forecasts were to
be based on aftemoon data from a 1 imited number of Commonwealth:
stations transmitted by 6 p.m. It was Pointed out that the .
cost for Melbourne a}on_e would amount to £783 per annum for
telegraphic charges (full rates) alone, without taking inte
account the additional cost for overtime or addf ional office
@l so that the facil ity, if granted for Mel bourne ,mwoul d have
to be extended to the press in the other State capitals.

The inutility of the present system of forecast ing is n
however, so bad as Capt. Rhodes rerresents. He appears to
unaware that the official daily forecast issued at noen is
al ready telegraphed to many country centres, and is automtieq;
sent to others on appl ioation-, also that for 30/- per annum
telephone subscribers in town ‘or country can have it telephora
to them daily, - so that it is available within 1 te 32 haur
after issue to any desiring to use it. Jid

As regards circulatien through the press, I take it that,
2llowing for loss of time in delivery, any forecast publ ished
in a met#opolitan paper would circulate to good effect onljy
within a limited radius. In ¥ictoria and N.S.W, where tr
are more frequent than in the other States, the mom ing ps
are not as a rule available even at main 1ine country stat
until late in the day. For instance papers from Mel bour

are not available to passengers on the Sydney to Melbourr
express before 11 a.m. when the train reaches Seymour, or

; o ot e~
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miles from Melbourne, and Sydney papers are not procurable on the

- Melbourne to Sydney express urt i1 its arrival about & a.m. at

Mossvale = 90 miles from Sydney. Thus the objective would be

but partially met per medium of the morn ing papers. At present
forecasts issued in the evening and appearing in the Sydney and X
Mel bourne papers are on the night of issue distributed, through i
the Country Press Association, to various N.S.W.and Victorian 7’
country paperse . .

Following this practice the Rockhampton morning paper
could no doubt make arrangements with the Brisbane Weather Bureau
. to be furnished nightly with such forecasts for Queensland.

The question of distribution of forecasts by traln
whistles, placards and other msthods was fully considered many years
agos It was tried in the UnZed States Service, but Idoubt whether
the custom is still in use there, for, in discussing this matter
with the Weather Bureau Officials in several parts of that country
fluring my visit in 19508, they all assured me that any system of

: signalling or transmi ting weather warnings was unsatisfactory for
unl ess y length of t such was directly under the control of the
Meteorological Authorit ie

o
e

|

=




23 /29424

The Hon.

My dear Acting Frime Minister,

With reference to recent eerﬂ.pomlmo regarding the
CommonwealthL lotoorologist 's Annual Xeport, and to representations
by a deputati om the Rockhampton mmm Council which
waited on ur. and yourself to urge improvements to the
Meteorologiocal aervice. I encloee for your information extreects _
from a report submitted by the Commonwealth Meteorologist in = /
regard to the suggestions put forward.

ezl

2. The kLeteorologist states that the impertance of !
rendering all pocsible assistance towards the protvection and |
conservation of the wealth of the man on the land has always oy
been recognised by the Meteorological Bureau. 70 that erd the =~
Bureau has endeavoured, and is still endesvouring, to make :
its forecasts, and also other timely meteorolo on advices and
statistics, promptly available to all concern i

de ixtensions of the existing Met oorologion ntviu !
are poesible only so far as the limitations of the Ictooroloslcl&im
vote permit. 4s you are aware, the present vote is a very [
limited one.

Yours faithfully,

E.C. G. rage, i.PF., ; 1

Aoting Prime Minister |

of the Commonwealth, ]
MELBOURNE,

' F

(s Sl






THIS IMAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A DAMAGED PAGE
WITH A PORTION OF THE INFORMATION MISSING.

HAP/&C

ME LBOU RIE . \G\— W

Ky Dear Minister for Home and Territories,

I forward herewith sopy of the notes
of a Deputation which waited on Mr. Chapman and
‘myselr at Rookhampton regently in connection with
the meteorological servige. "'1,’\\\0 4

There seems to be sonthiné in the
suggestions put forward by the Deputation, and I

shall be glad if you will kindly look into the matter

with & view to seeing whether some improvement ean
be effected.
I should like to be advised, in due gourse, VLV

&8 to the resuilt. !

TH

Yours faithfully, &

Senator the Rt.Hon., G.F.Pearce, P.C. Acting P rime Minister.
Minister for Home and Territories, )

MELBOURDE,

.,._\}y»\_“







THIS IMAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A DAMAGED PAGE
WITH A PORTION OF THE INFORMATION MISSING.










R‘*’ﬂ: public nor the very best éﬂoul of the meteorclaégieal
7, L & :

in reply, said: "I think that you have raised a ver
/ Ampo matter indeed, and I shall take. lmnediate steps,bn z
 return to Melbourne, to bring your representations before the
/ Minister for Home and Perritories, who is in comtrol of the Depart-
ment gongerned. I should like to say that the present Guseérnment
is fully aware of the importance of this matter, snd on the last
estimates we provided for the estabiishment of & Solar Qbservatory
at Canberre. We have & very capable gentleman coming out to take
sontrol of the Cbservatory, in the shape of Professor puffield,
who is an Australisn and who has really agreed to come back to
Australis as an aat of publio servige to take charge of this work.
We are h:gx as a result of this Qbservatory, to be able %o
obtein and @istribute foreeasts two to three weeks ahead of whet
we are at present dolng. '
A8 regards the question of the distribution of these foregasts,
I think that the present system is quite inadequate, and the suggestion
28 to nightly forecasts for distributivn early the next day by the
ress throughout the country seems to be a wiser methed than widt
s in operation at the present time., At any rate, I shall bring
the whole metter before my eol ue . :
: with regard to the last question, viz., telegraphia reports.
1 think thet Captain Rhodes is a little out in his argument in that
direction. What did happen was that during the previous year,
telegraph rates were inereased; but this year, to obviate any our-
tailment resalting from the inerease in rates, I had a ochat with
Kr. Gibson, Postmaster-General, and Seunator Pearce, Minister for
Home and Territories, as a result of which Mr. Gibson was induoed
$0 reduge the rate for meteorologiesl telegrams %o nalf the ordinary
rates. i
But I still sgree with the Speaker that we are not doing enoughe
In Amerios they have a very muoh more effigient system that we have;
in the direation referred to by Captain Rhodes as %o the seasonal
rains. in New S outh Wales they have a better system, In that
state they haye established interchange stations in the prineipal
gountry distriets, and inm this way have greatly improved the servige.
Even in the case of meteerology, it 1s one of those things that
is not & Pederal fungtion only. It is also & State funetion.
I think you will see some tangible result Irom the representations
you have made today." :

R L N,
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W TECHOLOGI0AL SERVIGE,

. BOTES OF A DEPUTATION PHCE THE SOOKMAMPTON NUNICIPAL
| Fgmz VHICE WAITSD OB THS AQTING P.IN: HIBISTRH
BC

U BARLY PAQGE) AND THE MIGIGZLL FOX TRADE AND CUSTONS
B AUSTIN CHABMAN) AT AMPTOD OB THN 27th
STOB: & 1983,

- -

The Deputeilon was lutroduged by senatoer ¥. G. Yhompson and
supported by My, ¥, M. Porde, M.7, g

GHCD.S eald; "Before golmg imto the watter of en laproved o
Aisiridution 107 meteorviogloal lforecusts, I would like to point out to e
you thet the very quality of Ceatrel (uecnslsnd weather -- and probable
sustralisn weather, as I bave linited my researeh to Qentral gueensland =-
is sueh that before we gan gousclentiously sek people to risk their cg ‘
in agrioultural pursuits it is essential te g r apalysis of rain-
ifslls should be made end olroulatec, The present :mu« is to state
the snuual sverage rainfall for a lengthy period, but I will demounstrate
0 you that this does not by eny means indieate the true conditions of
reinfall under which the agricultursdiist osrries on his industry. The
reason for this is that these totals are occssionslily inflated by torrs
ential dowu-pomrs, which, however, are of no service whatever for .
agriguliural purposes, Against this there are periods when the
réiofall is either nil, or else is 80 light ss to have very little
value beyond o dowestlc ome., A4 previcus deputation this mornlag has
uo doubt streswed thelr ialreguency snd imsdeguacys I will take the
sumuer months durioy whieh time over 60 por gent of the total rsiufalls
‘for the year is reglstered, and taking Blagkall for 33, Cleimont for 42, 1
uﬁnuh for 20, and iookhamptou 42 years recorde respeotively, the |
followlng table wets out the mumber of wopthe there were above the ave 1
and siso the number that weére below ite The anslyeis is someshat start-
iiog and is dhown herein-- ;

X § ey

___ Honth AVe pur month nth AVe ins. Honth |Av. ins. |
De gembe » 2.38 ‘ 5.87 . .91 |
Japusry Ge Ld 11 5.83 - B8 l.80
Februs ry Be59 12 7.88 2L l.40 |
March 2.70 ig 6404 21 9,80 |
152 2.94 48 be28 64 L
whole Years| Av. Fr year £ A
E¥) ,—'» 03 : i3 30.91 20 1l5.84

4

Degembez 3430 16 5.97 2 1.84 J
Jenua ry G056 g 678 25 BJ54 |
February 4.88 16 - 8.7 26 .90 |
Mazgh B 57 13 8.18 29 1.55
168 4,20 62 Be78 108 1.9

whole Yoars Av. F  x yoar

42 ! . FEET : 20 36,17 22 19.75

De gembeo 1.7 7 D e4d 13 Ce81

Jsnus Ty 2.61 Jraig 5469 14 1.89
February 4.1l 5 12,26 5 Y

Mareh 1,98 e 4440 13 0468
R 2.6l 25 5.65 85 1.28

b el Bt ey LG iR e e 4 S el AL L Bl S e o - v ok a0 St btads s st
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‘ / Mol - ooy main | s | aviims.

De gembe 4036 8.90 22 2,06 3
a:“ Tob9 18 1074 27 ’¢ ]
Fobruszy 6413 17 16,07 25 2. ¢
Msroh 5080 10.88 28 H
1686 6040 66 12,07 102 s
whole : ik 1
«0 &0 74.47 22 9.10 3
A
: . 4
Plage Sumber of | Bamber of Low i
Yoars | Momths | Ho Af Average| 0. Of | Average
Months nﬁ Months &
Blscksll 33 132 48 6.88 % | e
Glexmont 4R . 168 62 8,78 108 l.94 A
Longresah 20 80 85 | b5.65 58 1.83 4
sockhampron 42 168 66 i8.07 - o2 2.72 4
Totsl Wy | sse | sel 8019 347 1.79 3
Fer ent of ¥ 511 above or below Sverage. |
Plage __lggu._ ; : 1
: Abeve Be low Above Below -
3 _ Pises Times
Blacksll 3643 63.7 2.1 Oob
ol B ORI
seagh
ntzlnpun 1 8968 w:v : 1:9 i %:3
Total 8549 64,1 2.1 P "N

The foregoing I think shoulid be sufficlent warrant for eloser researah

and analysis, snd & much wider distribution of this very valuable in-

formation, I believe that until we do this and o long 88 we ‘M

in urging new settlers to go ou the land, wusiog gross ancusl ralibe

falis to misinform them, we are sending them out under false pre-

tences, with the dice loads. sgeinst them slways, If we expeot people

to give their lives to the development of our virgin land it is at

lesct compatible with common falr plsy that they should not be misled

or uaderiaformsd on this all importent subject,
goming more particulariy to the vement of the oualn“

service so far as it relstes to making it evailable to men in the '

country (whom it most oonee:ms), I would like to make it cleaystd the

outset that suy oritieism of the servige refers particniarly to the

distribation of the resalts obtainmed, snd thelir absclute izatility

to the man ia the country owing to these not reaching him antil long

after they bave gessed to be gurrest, 1 take the view thut meteor- \

ologiesl foreasste are of & much greater valae 1o the men in the 4

sountry then to the men in the oapitsl elty, yeti the om/::unum g

At | L o5 55 P FRENS TR ST SISt Jae HY NS S S i P e U P 2
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COPY WB:PC g P.M.'s Filé No. A.372/1/1

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA,

Department of the Interior,
Meteorological Branch,
P.0. Box 1289K,

MELBOURNE, VIC.
5th Jun,, 1947,

The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department,

CANBERRA, _A,C.T,

With reference to your memorandum, A. 372/1/1 regarding
the regular supply of monthly rainfall maps to Professor D. Linton ,
of the University of Sheffield for the year 1947, I desire to advise |
that arrangements were made accordingly and advice note of initial
despatch as at 29/4/47 has been sent to Professor Linton,

(sgd) H. N, Warren,
Director.

The Deputy High Commissioner,
London.

Referred in connection with previous correspondence,

L Secretary,
o Ppime Minister'® Department.




