S NATIONAL
g ARCHIVES

:\ustm]ianmmmt OF AUSTRALIA
Your story, our history

These copies are provided for research or study purposes. Before making use of the material for other purposes (for
example publication) you should familiarise yourself with any copyright obligations.

NAA: MT1274/1, 325/0118/1

Series number: MT1274/1
Control symbol: 325/0118/1
Barcode: 451766

Number of pages: 30

Australian "Cruiser" tanks: dismantling and disposal of 63 in total 66.


http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=451766

: N e, 225 /13,










A(mT) :

RSN EC-E N

Quot e
in reply: (325/0118/1). B69669
110 For File Unless Reply Minnted .jw,@,‘.‘i .
TANKS AUSTRALIAN CRUISER.
i
DOS |

Reference is made to minute B69030
dated 6 Oet 45,

] 2e It is advised that the three (3)
, Crulser Tanks Australian which are to be retained for
f War Museums should consist of the one Tank Crulser

(Aust) Noe+III and the two (2) most complete Tanks
Cruiser (Aust) Noele

Se It 1s requested that full VOLs be set
aslde for those three tanks, so that they can be

forwarded to the museums in a fully stowed condition.

S WM Colonel,
Director of Mechanical Vehicles.
=3 7,,,-—-_/ p
6;’)(9) "'/;"( /M; Py £ Oct 45,
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30th August, 1945,
MEMORANDUM for :

he Secretary,
Department of the Army,
MELBOURNE. Seliaks

’;.‘-__._,-‘.i__‘.. (f\_ -_.-Jh.'-.;;‘;..x.%i:-r‘.m P T

Stored at the Bradford Kendall Annexe in Sydney is
a number of tank bodies which, under the system of accounting,
are the property of the Army. Obviously they are uselessiyfor
any purpose, and probably can be disposed of only at the cost

of removal. R
It is essentisl for the purposes of develcpment of -
Secondary Industry, snd counseqguent expansion of employment, that [

they should be removed at the earliest possible moment. I the

premises are not cleared at an early date; it is possible that j
important overseas orders will be lost. : Such orders cannot be 1
accepted until the works are reconstructed, and that will reguire |
about six months from availability of the premises. & ﬁ

It will be appreciated if urgent attention can be given !
disposal of the tank bodies. This Department is willing to A
ek a means of disposal or perhaps you would declare them to |

Disposals Commission. . i
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' Quote
in replys (326/01/405)

MVD3

Copy tos- MVDl
MVD2

AUST CRUISER TANKS.

Files 336/01/405 and 325/024/45 are referred for
further action by your sectlon.

2. It is to be noted in Memorandum B50689 MGO to CGS
paragraph 2(c), that a complete appreciation is to be prepared
regarding the extent to which components of A.C. Tanks can be
applied to other uses.

3 DOS has prepared a brief submission seeking Ministerial
approval to the dismantling of A.C. Tanks and will no doubt seek
information from DMV regarding recommendations for disposal and
use of serviceable items,

4, Will you please detaill an officer from your section
to undertake & complete survey and prepare information which

can be used as a basis for an appreciation to be submitted to
the MGC.

$ s "ggu,d;ﬁﬂ. D W % otaw— (Colonel,

;“_, 2, 3. & plowas Director of Mechanical Vehicles.

A%/7
/¢  Jul 45,
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Quote
in reply: (326/01/408)

"m

Copy toi-

E

AUST CRUISER TANIS,

!

Piles 336/01/405 and 325/024/45 are referred for
further action by your secticnm.

[ 26 It 1s te be noted in Memorandum BSO689 MO0 to COS
 paragraph 2(c), that a complete appreclation is to be prepared

- rezarding the extent to ch components of A.,C. Tanks can be
applied te cother uses.

DOS has prepared 2 brilef submission seeking Ministerial
approvel to the dismantling of A.C. Tanks and will no doubt seek
information from DMV reg‘l‘ging recommendations for disposal and
use of serviceable 1tems,

4,  Will you please detall an officer from your sectlion
to undertake a completeo survey and prepare Informetion which

can be uwsed as @ basis for an appreclation to be submitted to
the MGOCe

S Colonel,

Director of Me cal V .

/0 Jul 45.
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/VG\%_/Q\ AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

(CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF)

HEADQUARTERS
Qu ot & VICTORIA BARRACKS
e AN PR T () e e s i b 55 e " -MELBOURNE, .S.C.1_

Reply. . Saocy - .

25 Jun 45,

M.G.o.
AUSTRALIAN TANK PROGRAMME

{ 1. Reference Secretary's minute dated 11 Jun 45

ﬂi;"' concerning the above, a copy of which is attached., The
Secretary advises that the Tank Programme referred to
is that for Austrelien manufeceture only.

2, Information concerning sub-paras (a) and (b)
of Mr Spender's question is being obtained by this Branch
from Ministry of Munitions.

3 In so far as sub-para (¢) of Mr Spender's question
is concerned, it will be recalled that proposals as to the
disposal of tanka, etc., produced locelly were submitted
to Wer Cabinet in Agendum No, 62/44 (para 10). Information
1| from you in regard to the present position of those pro-
'ftgﬁgals, as they affeet you, would be appreciated.
VN

The draft of the reply to Mr Spender will be
forwarded for your concurrence prior to submission to the
Secretary.
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Lieutenant-General,
L Chief of the General Staff,
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COPY.
325-30-490

TANK PROGRAMME

HQ, A.M.F.
(For C.G.S.)

In a communication addressed to the Secretary, Advisory War
Council, the Hon. P.C. Spender, K.C., M.P., has included the
followlng request:-

"(3) Tank Programme.
I should be glad to know -
(a) What is the total cost of the Tank Programme to date;
(b) What appropriations were made from year to year; and
(c) What was the result of the expenditure of this money."

X X X . X

2. The Acting Prime Minister has requested that the Acting
Minister for the Army should arrange in consultation with the
Minister for Munitions to furnish a reply direct to MNr. Spender in
regard to the above item, particulars of which have aiready been
communicated to the Minister for Munitions.

3. After consultation with the Department of Munitions will you
‘kindly bring forward a draft letter to the Hon. P.C.Spender for the
Minister's signature. :

Sgd. H. Crawford

for Secretary
11/6/1945
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WAR CABINET MINUTE . 'SRCRET

CANBERRA - 4TH FEBRUARY, 1944

(3300) AGENDUM NO; 62/1944 - FINALISATION OF
AUSTRALIAN TANK PRODUCTION

—

In view of the decision in Minute No. (2979) :
relative to the cessation of the Tank Production Programme and
the proposals now submitted by the Army regarding the action to
be taken in respect of Australian Tanks and components, the War
Cabinet assumes that work on tank production in the Munitions
Department has ceased.

2. The recommendations of the Commander-in-Chlef,

A M F set out in paragraph 10 of the Agendum were approved,
subject to the disposal of parts and assemblies not, required

‘by the Army being a matter for consultation by the Controller of
\Liquidation, Department of Munitions, with'the Central Reallsation °
'Board, after consideration by the Treasury of the condlitlons of
| Lend-Lease procedure in respect of items obtained under Lend-Lease
\from the U S A. : ;

3. The financial implications of the foregoing decision
in relation to the funds authorised under the Army Programme for
the provision of tanks are to be examined by the Treasury.

\ 2 (8gda.) A J Wilson

for Secretary,
\ _ War Cabinet.
















APPENDIX "A"

WAR CABINET AGENDUM

DANKS.

Total funds authorised for provision
of Tanks lccelly and overseas e e

Details of this amount are aet out
* fully in Appendix "B".

Funds required ln Programme for 1,500 Tanks
notified as being released by the Joint.
Assignment Board (after allowing for reduction
in funds consequent upon advice of revised
prices) and orders placed overseas for spares

Funds required in Programme for the 2rovision
of 310 Sherman Ta®ks approved in war Cabinet
Minute No.2979 Agendum 299/43

Punds required to meet the estimated production
expenditure in connection with the local pro-
duction of tanks and spare parts and conver-
alon of certaln Overseas Tanks tg Tank Recovery

Totel required in Programne

Supplies Funds authorised for Tanks whieh may
be deleted from the Programne s

58,035,375

23,749,051

10,856,000

4,369,000

B —

£38,968,0851

£19,067,324.

.

/44
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| £ i ¢ : (MASTER-GENERAL OF THE ORDNANCE)
HEADQUARTERS
....... (526/9.1.4405) VICTORIA BARRACKS
B53294 MELBOURNE. S.C.1
ces ’
o 1 TANKS, AUSTRALIAN CRUISER
l/lb ; !{1 e LS !
The attached submission to the Minlsger
seeking approval to dismantle sixty-three (! anks, X
Australian Cruiser; 1s forwarded for your endorsement
| S 4 £
e CGS minute 84001 of 25 Jun 45 refers to the

Aus tralian tank programme and MGO B50689 of 13 Jul 45
in reply indicated an intentlon to seek the Minister's
approval to dismantle Australian crulser tanks and
utilize certaln serviceable components for other
purposes. -

T e el

- Major-General,
Master=General of the Ordnance.

3 { Jul 45,
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
e e . o AR e

(MASTER-GENERAL OF THE ORDNANCE)

Quore (326/01/405) " HEADQUARTERS '
Y

N REPLY iinnnimmmnsnsmssinsiimm B532 95 VICTORIA BARRACKS .

MELBOURNE. S.C.1
Secretary

(through CGS)
TANKS AUS TRALIAN CRUISER

N It is desired that Ministerlal apprpval be obtained
for the dismantling of sixty-three (62) of the total AMF

¥ holdingzs sixty-six (66) Tanks Australian Crulser in order that

the serviceable components for which there is a recqulrement can

be diverted to other uses within the Army.

2. The tanks having been declared obsolete are no
longer recuired by Army, except those for which 1t is proposed
to retain for UK and Australlan War Museums,

War Cabinet Agendum No.62/44 desls with the
finllisation of the Australian Tank Production project and
in paragraph 10, the Commander-in-Chief recommended as follows:-

"(a) All ACl Mk.I Tenks to be held by the Army in
thelr present condition, Army will place them
in adequate storage as obsolete vehicles., -
Puture actlon to depend on = 1

(1) A recuirement for their use in a |
converted capacity. '

(11) A requirement for their breakdown and
economical use of component parts." o

War Cabinet Minute 3300 AC dated 4 Feb 44 approved of the C-in-C's
recommendatlons,

g There 1s no requirement for the tanks in their present
state or converted. The most practical step is to dismantle
wanted components and bring these into service, for example =
engines for initlial equipment or maintenance of smallecraft,
The proposal 1s that the balance of components, including hulls,
wlll be disposed through the Commonwealth Disposals Commission or
Army Salvage in conjunction with the Commission,
65 ~

X Under present conditions, the B& Australian Cruiser
Tenks are causing the Army an embarrassment as proper covered
storage 1s not available and the manhours of lasbour required to
maintaln these tanks 1s a 1liabllity which cannot be fully met,

-

Mas ter-General of the Ordnance,

1‘S/Jul 45,







