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OruieerTenks which ere to be retained tor Ier Innue-2. It ie Mr advised that the three (8) Tenkesax.» retiined win conaiet et one (1) mm eman-( Q) Io. III and the two (2) moat ocnplete TanksCruiser (Luet) No. 1.8. It ie reqneeted
that £1111 VOL! be eet eeidefor men three tank: no that they em be toreenledto the nueeune in e mlly stared condition. 'Pleeee submit the Re station Noe and4.mgu» Hoe of the  n (as) AustralianOmieer ‘lent: to this Direeterete,
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. )7(‘n/1“T> I <Y ‘,_" J!’Q‘; .31Quot ein reply: (525/0118/1) . B69669£210: For Fife Un1.i¢ss Re;:§3' 1‘:"i-.*n.'zé.r- ;$ TANKS AUSTRALIAN CRUISER.DOSReference is made to minute B69050dated 6 Oct 45-2. It is advised that
the three (:5)Cruiser Tanks Australian which are to be retained for3 War Museums should consist of the one Tank Cruiser' (Aust) No .III and the two (2) most complete TanksCruiser (Aust) No.1-5. It is requested that full VOLs be
setaside for those three tanks, so that they can beforwarded to the museums in a fully stowed condition.A M ~ Director of Mechanical Vehicles._'- 01/~/ -- , , -g‘ '1 , /(ef».)c%/~¢ c/‘ t   L  lo Oct 45.(/J 7P/f_l , - A ',1 ‘  . _f\\..;... ..i
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i' _ ~719'0//1 /Quote:(325/Oll/1) ‘L) ,;B690309;!l nnxs AUSTRALIAN cmnaza1Permission hes been given by the llinister to disposeof sixty five (65) of the totel holdings of sixt -eight (68)Tanks Australian Cruiser, the remaining
three (5) beingretained for U! end Australien Ier mBO\1Ile2. The total holdings comprise sixt five (65) ‘ranksCruiser (Aunt) Io.l, one only Tsnks Cruiser {Aust) Io. III andtwo experimental models which were bended over to Army
etthe cessation of production. '5. As it is intended to deelsre these tanks fordisposel as soon u possible, it would be eppreoisted ife direction could be given as to which tanks ere to beretained.OD/w¢4( ' 'Brigadier, Director of the
Ordmnoe Service..___-_.__ _.. ...6._.. __.4_ QOot 45»rag___-__~l@:=@ é.__i_..._';_ \ ,5-”-’ Q5/'__~_._.____.._-._....._-_.._L-1I I’7_._.\\



TKLl|!l0I|l| . ' 6 /y‘[n' 7)/D f"'““'““'~W”‘u_ » ‘C-uxvno ~ _/ I '/A *~.~ i .: , ~ ___- , _a .-1. ;. , - . -__,‘~-.--_..__.., ..~ . H;-,_ .v I L necswzo I  .J2,,% J0 K {J":10 st? 1945Ce-um “gum AUSTRALIAN MILITAIBY FORCES n.___. 5‘ ' (Mann-
caucus so rm onnmmct!  0//I /u wsapnouuu-ans 3 1' I? v..$.....1.§.z.§A.s2;As..0§> mom “mm:--; ¢ _- J»   4  3 nzawunuz. s.c.1Secretary(through ces)d 0(S§3)Ag §§fth°°tt TANKS AUSTRALIAN CRUISER\ It is desired that
Ministerial approval be obtainedP for the dismantling of sixty-three (65) of the total AMFholdi s sixt six (66) Tanks Australian Cruiser in order118 Ythat the serviceable components, for which there is a .( requirement,can be
diverted to other uses within the Amy.MC, H Approval is also sought to dispose of two (2) experimental.1 ‘ ‘-\- models which were handed over to Army at the cessation oftank production.3f>c§(!*J'\>,._,:\-J.'\“~C 2. The tanks
having been declared obsolete are no_ K-(U to retain for UK and Australian War Museums.In ,1 5. War Cabinet Agendum No. 62/44 deals with theZ)- finalisation of the Australian Tank Production project andL» 3 /p in paragraph
10, the G-ommander-in-/Chief recommended asfollows:-" (a) All AC1 Mk.I Tanks to be held by the Army in______._7_ their present condition. Army will place them in‘ and adequate storage as obsolete vehicles.~'~~ Fut e tio to d
d 0 -hm I — ur ac n epen n1‘, ‘ Lu (1) A requirement for their use in a convertedl_,_- - capacity-I__f"\\-)_7§ R/Ia (ii) A requirement for their breakdown andD - ;; HO _ economical use of component parts."\ I  War Cabinet Minute
3500 AC dated 4 Feb 44 approved of the"1 g C-in-C's recommendations. 'J2’ \ ,.=." " - W‘\‘;/, ‘ <3‘ 9,1":w 4» ‘/7 Wxample - engines for initial equipment or maintenanceI1 | D13pOS8.l3 Commission or Army Salvage in conjunction
with‘;......._--- the Commission. 5. Under present conditions, the 65 AustralianQ/1 - Cruiser Tanks are causing the Arng an embarrassment as_ Q proper covered storage is not available and the manhoursTa; ‘ of labour required to
maintain these tanks is a liability “'£1¢..1.1_..°.=1m<>_. _J2_1>.a..rs11iy met. 'asses so\f¢§ MA)4,  ' -N a"**‘“*=‘*“‘ “‘7£’l‘% 1 hs;ter;Gs1.1‘eral_ !\(((U  longer required by Army, except those for which it is proposed4. There is no
requirement for the tanks in theirpresent state or converted. The most practical step is todismantle wanted components and bring these into service, for‘gwyxj of small craft. The proposal is that the balance of components‘- -vl
including hulls, will be disposed through the Commonwealth
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~ ; J j:\‘\§‘= Melbourne. C1'\1 it;_!4../1-\."\ , ‘_.).#\' »_/-' , » ‘'5‘11::H1WQ~»§§z“K?Y. kl)‘.>./Q 1”’Filth ,u;u:="t, 194,5.§\,l.i‘_\;“lOR1iNLUlvl for : _The Secretary,Department of the Army,MELBOURNE. S.C.1.Stored at the pradford
nendall Annexe in Sydney isa number of tank bodies which, unoer the syst>m of accounting,are the property of the Army. Obviously they are uselessvforany purpose, and pTOLQbly can be cisposed of only at the costof removal .
411"It is essential for the purposes of uevelopment ofSeéondary Ineustry, and conseouent expansion of employment, thitthey should be removed at the earliest possible moment. If thepremises are not cleared at an early date, it
is possible thatimportant overseas orders will be lost. Quch orders cannot beV accepted until the woras are reconstructed, and that will requireabout six months from availability of the premises. _It will be appreciated if urgent
attention can be givent disposal of the tans bodies. This Department is willing toek a means of disposal or perhaps you would declare them toDisposals Commission.RC1! ~-nkqip "To l‘at/'‘ ' ,§J§/-z Jensen(J>c_ 6\' v\ék93\q'
8%~§,q:; e t a r y.U ‘ya 7”?‘ *3 KM‘ KW’ /1%;/Y if oW.w»+~»M~f .£1,-**“?~%(n M is   mw)9.\( /QM/M ‘um'\|... ,4 (I,-'5‘ / ‘\—-Q/&")‘&_ i qr \ Q svx K_L



; . rmw /. PPR 'a1s"o-H1\ B58042 A ':25/024/45CO3,AUSTRALIA! TANK PHOEAIIK-~1m-an» to  aacmcrandul asoaae aqua 1: July 45rclativa to qucationc raind by Ir. Spcndcr on Australian Tankprogramme tho following
additional intonation ia now aupplicdb~ (1) In addition to tho 66 ‘Bank! rctarrcitc in myprcvicua nano, thc Army arc alao holding 2cxpcrincntal ,IOdO1l which wcrc handcd cwcr onccaaation of Tank production. Y(ii) Thc total uantity
which it ia propoacd todiaaantlc iaubjcot to Iiniatcx-'a approval) will,_V___  thcrcforc, bc 65, including 2 cxpcrilacntal acdcla.I N!‘rl-K-A -+8;-'4 Hy prcvioua mac B60689 should thcrctorc be aacndcdW ,¢§&iin ccordancc with thc
abovc advioc. _;;_._K‘ (D‘A - R N A“;x .-K» F¢——-—— —--  - ~—~- —- /“ Iajcr-GcncrahIaatcr-Clcncral ct tho Ordnancc.@ m





\ Ios 1-Rm;/E11. ‘ ‘Q \7, ;_31: one I’\ ‘L’ P9921!--°“‘\°"'/ ‘ M;/£,r B58442 ¢ °”’”“‘)a.hzW W .__..,.. .. ...,.L_,_.-..I ._ .._..__-;.- -»-—-—>-—-——_r——— -- =...._._..-“-- 1”" ‘.-¥,._.__1,.»--H -._._...L.,___ ,_ ‘»(585/0-VWBT . '3§_'.§ -urxg,
msrnmm cnummTho. nttnohod lubuiuion to the Ministerseeking approval to dismantle sixty-tivo (65) ‘ranks,Australian Grain:-; 1| torvnrdod for your endorsementplease.2. C08 minute 84001 of 25 Jun 45 reform to
theAuntrnlinnngrogm-so and I00 BJ0689 of 15 Jul 45in repli-1 icutod an intention to nook the liniltoz-'1approvn to dilmntlo Aunt:-nllun cruiser tank: and utilisecertain urvioonblo components for other purposes.wwfl/"7Z1111 or-
General,lat or-Gone:-11 or thl tkdxnnco./Q Aug 45.\\\\\\,u



MVDIL/MB.-16/'7. iSQuotein reply: (326/01/405) YMVD5 VCopy tos- MVD1MVD2S CRUISER TANKS.AU TFiles see/01/405 and 525/024/45 are referred forfurther action by your section.2. It is to be noted in Memorandum
B50689 MGO to CG$paragraph 2(c), that a complete appreciation is to be preparedregarding the extent to which components of A.C. Tanks can beapplied to other uses.5. DOS has prepared a brief submission seeking
Ministerialapproval to the dismantling of A.C. Tanks and will no doubt seekinformation from DMV regarding recommendations for disposal anduse of serviceable items.4. Will you please detail an officer from your sectionto
undertake a complete survey and prepare information whichcan be used as a basis for an appreciation to be submitted tothe MGO.$41 ’ 5 ‘(_“£,___, >‘|W’7—/"~4--"- Colonelf." Director of Mechanical Vehicles.’4,_, 2,J.l,A¢&-“ ,-
a‘/7/K Jul 45 .



__ \_‘\£'/IIVE/D--ll/‘h\hogm 3,1" (sea/0:,/405). Oopy to:- IVD1IVIILUST CRUER '8§ .... ‘I P110: as/o1/400 ma :25/024/as are referred for4'!twnr lotion by your notion.8. It is to be mud in Iononndun 850689 I00pu-up-mph, an: ), tint 1
amino npprulntun 1| cu»rlgndlng mo extant he ch ooupoannta at LO. ‘rank:applied to other unu-3, D6 has props:-ad I brief uwniuion cooking I1n.ilbII'1l1app-uni to the dinnntlin or A.0. hula ma 1111 no dub: ughantenna: tron UV
rogurging rounnendniem tar disposal andnu at urvicublo Men..135 §:34. I111 you glean detail In otflur tron your "actionto mxdorzciu a can ate survey and propnro intcwmtion whichan bnaonno an 0. bun for an appreciation to bo
aubnittod toIj;/-v\ Go] onO1_gD3:-09 toy at Ihl!-JLLOQI V9gLQg§_/I an 45.





- 2 - \(A) The Gouander-in-Chief‘: recommendation: inregard to the preservation and retention ofepeciricationa and drawing: will be observed.3. In regard to the examination of liatl of pare andaeaenbliee held by the Department or
Iunitiona, the aequilition oraueh itene as are of value to Army is under eonatant review.Coneiderable quantities of equipment and etoree have been acquiredfor other ueee, and it in anticipated that in the future furtherconsiderable
quantitiea will be taken over by Army.£7?$\¥.»;e¢w.~»"7.,.‘ /% Gab ' t ‘””?‘@""" t" /5/7/44:‘ ., V  ¢ gfk Iajer-General.1 !aQtq§eG6ne a1 of the Ordnance.' .. €8E10?:£i 5‘ ' /'5.m145.n 0I 0 ea~I~‘ .



M <‘:.)/NT113”H‘ 'nn.n-u  *  I 4/  Q \ . - “  -I ~ R7lAI\C394;/VG AUSTRALIAN MIUTARY FORCES‘ (cu-n:|= or THE GENERAL STAFF)nsaonusnmasQua“ in ' vncvoma BARRACKS_» Y _ W ~ .» V
M:|.BouRME.,s.c.1.RePlv.........<71KQQ..’..- (-02 F Jun 450M.G.O.AUSTRALIAN TANK PROGRAMME1. Reference Secretary's minute dated ll Jun 45 _4\ .-. concerning the above, a copy ofwhich is attached. TheSecretary
advises that the Tank Programme referred tois that for Australian manufacture only.2. Information concerning sub-paras (a) and (b)of Mr Spender's question is being obtainedby this Branchfrom Ministry of Munitions.p 5. In so far
as sub-para (c) of Mr spender's question is concerned, it will be recalled that proposals as.to theR‘F‘_ ._"_i disposal of tank, etc., produced locally were submittedlnd'd 5 to War Cabinet in Agendum No. 62/44 (para 10).
Information- V-' from you in regard to the present position of those pro-‘T0 # V __{“;]cp_;sals, as they affect you, would be appreciated.cQM] ¢-, 1. The draft of the reply to Mr Spender will be_'““ forwarded for your concurrence
prior to submission to the\ Secretary..,__ e.  \ ,\ , ~ ~- .1“ 3‘-2A\#LAu‘}.*1* ,........~. -=> <*-4;-*~/uvm I, .;..__f v ' h Lieutenant-General,_ *-l, Chief f the General Staff.}f*w*QQ.-'_( 1-K//A.) \  " » ' I ‘ya; U-..i1;  DH Vfun‘. ‘.“\ "NF: 5. "' *-/
it‘



I“ x x x -z\.,~ ' ~ ' "1 _-av’ 5COPY.325-30-4-99wax Paomwnin .HQ, 1,m.r.(ror C.G.S.)1In a communication addressed to the Secretary, Advisory IarGmmcil, the Hon. P.C. Spender, K.C., ll.P., has included thefollowing request:-”(3)
Tank Programme. AI should be glad to know -(a) Ihat is the total cost of the Tank Programme to date;(b) Ihat appropriations were made from year to year; and_(c) Ihat was the result of the ‘expenditure or this money."2. The
Acting Prime Minister has requested that the ActingIinister for the L1-my should arrange in consultation sith thelinister for lunitions to furnish a. reply direct to Ir. Spender inregard to the above itn, particulars of which have liready
beenwmunicated to the Minister for Iunitions.4%tsQ‘Vt1. . .,\v"-‘=v,~:g'I.113. After consultation with the Department or Ilunitions will you, "kindly bring forvard a draft letter to the "Hon. P.C.-Spender for thelinister' s signature .  Sgd.
H. Crawford -for Secretary11/ 6/1945<



GOPIYTMA' 3a5[9[15K Comnonwealth of Australia,Department of Delence,No. *ss 1153MMORANDUI FOR:-The Secretary,DEPARTMNT OF THE ARM!MLBOURNE S01.S E C RLGENDUN N0. 68/1944 - FINALISATION OF
AUSTRALIANTANK PRODUCTION---,Herewith is forwarded, for necessary action,copy of Minute No. (5300) which records the decision efWar Cabinet in.re1ation to the abovementioned egendum.‘ A copy of this Minute ito the
Treasure, the Department 0Department of Supply and Shipping_ for (Ss being forwarded alsof Munitions and the0(Sgd) H N PortF.G; Shedden)e c r e t a r 1.v



cor!/ms‘ wsn CABINET mxwrs . s 1:: c n E 1'CANBERRA - 4TH FEERUARYQ 1944(3300) AGENDUM N0; 6E/1944'- FINALISATION OFAUSTRALIAN TANK PRODUCTION‘ In view of the decision in Minute No. (2979) \relative
to the cessation of the Tank Production Programme andthe proposals now submitted by the Army regarding the action tobe taken in respect of Australian Tanks and components, the WarCabinet assumes that work on tank
production in the MunitionsDepartment has ceased.2. The recommendations of the Commander-in-Chief,A M F set out in paragraph 10 of the Agendum were approved,subject to the disposal of parts and assemblies
not,requiredby the Arm; being A matter for consultation by thegggntnoller of»Liqu1dsti0n, Dop§Itmonti9_Mngi§iggs, with‘the Central Realisation‘Board, after considerntion by the Treasury of the conditions of[Lend-Lease
procedure in respect of items obtained under LendyLegseVfrom the U S A. ' '3. The financial implications of the foregoing decisionin relation to the funds authorised under the Army Progrnmme forthe provision of tanks ere to be
exsmined by the Treasury., (Bgd.) A J Wilmn‘ for Secretary,War Cabinet.







, .rnovosso uss son AUSTRA?AI IANK§n“ (ctd)operational type Tank. For these reasons their use fortraining could not be justified.It is possible that they could be eenverted torisome particular purpose requiring only a few hulls,
but thispolicy is not regarded favourably for spare parts and mein~tenanoe of the "orphan" become unnecessary problems, whilstthe mechanical reliabiiity_is such that they could not beused operationally without considerable
development.Therefore, no imediate use or requirement eon be seen forthose Tanks that have been produced.CONFERENCE HELD ON_TANK IATTER§.- v -A conference was held between representativesof Army and the
Ministry of Munitions in regard to variousmatters from which the following recomendatione were made -(a) The Army to examine all lists of parts andassemblies held by the Department of Munitions dand claim all parts or
assemblies that can beused by the Army for any project.(b) All parts or assemblies not claimed by the Armyto be listed by the Uontroller of Liquidation, 'Ministry of Mnitions, in order that he mayendeavour to realise as far as
possible on allitemo1FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIQNS.- 'Consequent upon the cancellation of the productionof tanks in Australia and the review of funds required fortanks from Overseas on the basis of the latest knonn
prices,fund: amounting to £l9,067,324 can be deleted from the ArmyProgramme. Full details of funds are included in Appendices"A" and "B" attached to this Agendum.Included in the funds remaining in the AnnyProgramme is an
amount or £4,569,000 to meet th estimatedexpenditure on tank production by the Initions Department“This amount is reserved for expenditure on production, itbeing left to the Department of Munitions to deal later withany capital
expenditure whith may have been incurred on tankproduction. That Department has advised that it will besome little time before the liquidation of the tank projectsare sufficiently advanced to enable it to prepare a survey ofthe
irrecoverable expenditure, .gouuAnnsR~1u~cn1Er's RECOMMNDATlONS,~The Comander-in#Chief recommends the folloning:~(a) All AC, Ik.1 Tanks toIbe held by the Army in theirpresent condition. Army will place them
inadequate storage as obsolete vehicles. Futureaction to depend upon -i) A requirement for their use in aconverted capacity.(ii) A requirement for their breakdown_snd ewonomioai use of componentpartH=/ (b) -~~.  _ 1 . p



'\_1°‘ .'£2?§44!‘_QER‘1!!‘¢"73€i§,_lE1~TQ!‘7¥§NY?{*T!l?l'I§“" ism),4f-J1nCb) All AC, IkAI drawings will be held by Army in casechay are ruquirea~ -Kc) The pilot model AG, Mk.III and all drauinga will bnheld as for AC, lM.1
Tanks.(d) The Army to exaina all lists of parts and assembliesheld by the Department of Munitions and claim allparts or assemblies that can he used by the Anny forany project-(0) A11 parts or aasembliea not claimed by the Army
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