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MINUTE PAPER,

(This side only to be written on.)

T SusjJECT : RE LETTER FROM D.M.S. INDIA

The enclosed letter is a reply to a private letter
5 ' of mine regarding the supply of Medical Officers in
Australia.
The latter part of this letter marked in Red is very
gratifying. Would it be possible to publish it in
Australian Orders?
. 08 \\ P
{ " ,1‘1\_“1“1 Director Ceneral,A,A.M.S.
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B - Name of the Hospital, Colaba.

\ BRANCH CHAIRMAN, ;
TELECRAMS !

wW. TURNER GREEN, Esoa.
“MANHOOD."”

-

%, 2 Bosibay, July by 19580

. Dear Mr. Anguetil: ; il M T

. In my story in to-day's Timeg of India of the einking of ghe Hengo-
, 1ia and our subsequent experiences on the native govérned Island of Janjira
' 1 mentioned that three Australian Hed Crose Nurses, Slsters Yewson, Viear-
r~ " Foote and Despard gave ‘extremely valuable help to many of the ship-wrecked ge;
-nesengers and crew, wWho sorely needed their attention in a2 trying time. |
So also did Lady Anderson, wife of General Sir Robt. Anderson, whose kXind-
nese and care could not have been excelled. Remember that in our life.boat
(16) wae o man scalded and skinned - actually sekinned - from head to foot,
who had been delirioue in the boat but still lived, w#hile =8 for myself =
the explosion had flung me on the ton deck and re-broken an old break in
my left leg - originally the result of German Rifle fire in Oct.1914 when
I had bopth lege broken. . - N : :

s =
what I should like to”emphasise however ie the notle way theese great ‘E%
unsel fish women went about their task., Imagine we had been eight hours at i
: sen in a2 strong monsoon and luckily landed on a_reel bound shore of-a native ?
. gtate, with nothing but what we wore and hard biecuite and water, and the |
! determination tc muke the beet of everything. ' =

#
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P =
The ladiees were in the fifst boat to land, and when our boat got in 33
and they were told we had wounded abroad, they immediately prepared a tem- [
porary Red Cro=e Hospital. Thie w28 no more than an aming rigged up out e
I of the boate gail, but it was a bit of shelter from the pouring rain, and g
a rug that Sir Robert Anderson had hastlly thromm in hie 1ife boat at the
time of the exploeion, wae placed on the ground. Poor Tom Lvans, the
ke gcalded boller maker was in a fearful state, the ekin wae hanging Trom him
in etripes all over his arme, legs and body - even hie face waes peeled arid
raw® snd the poor fellow wae hardly conecious.  But Sister Mawson and the -
otheér.ladiee did all that wae poeeible {or him:

we had no oil or comforting ointmente of couree, but someoné remem=
vered that in the 1ife boat was 2 tin of crude oil, put thepk/ for replen-
ieshing the lamps. Thie wae brought ashore and ae there were no bvandages,




momente hesitation and tore them into bandages which they sosked in the
crude oil and placed on the raw body of the poor fellow who was dying by
inches. It may have been a hopelees task, but the efforte of these self
denying Australian women undoubtedly eased the dying man's pain, and when
at last about 10,30 that night he passed away it was a2 peaceful end. 1In
that there wae at least a conforting thought for the great women who had
done everything poesible under conditions of strese and strain they had
never experienced before and never will again I devoutly hope.

With me it wae the came Sister lMawson, Niss lurphy and Lady Andersm
set my leg on 2 broken oar blade which I afterwarde discovered was padded
with the whole of a kadkmx lady's underskirt; I have it now, a blue and
white striped skirt it is, made in Parke,’ and I hope to be pardoned for
sticking to it as a "souvenir". The leg was badly bruised and very much
swollen (two or three excited people jumped on it as I lay in the life
boat - jumped on it from Mongolia's deck, that is but they did not know
in the excitement that my leg was broken) but Sister Mawson bathed it the
night through and all next day and night too, with sea water for which
I was thankful.

Yes, believe me, Australia has reason to be proud of such grand
women ag these sisters (and aleo Lady Andereson) who could rise to supreme
heights of noble work at 2 time when moet women would have been ineapable
of effort by reason of the trying experiences they had gone through them-
selves.I Thanked them as we parted and I thank them again - and especially
do I thank Sister Mawson - for help and sympathetic encouragement at =
time when both were sorely needed.

With sincere appreciation of your own personal kindness to me
since my arrival in Colaba Hospital.

Faithfully yours,
(sd) R. Reading.

Ex Armee-Felge. ‘
Chewalier of the Order of Leopold.
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Lucknow
22/7/17

Dear Miss Davis,

Aas you would poobably like to know how
the four of your nuraealwho served unier me in the
Station Hospital,Lucknow,did I am writing to tell you.
They were and are,as you will remember,Miss Kitson,
Lummer,Rowe and Vowles,They are quite the best nurses
we have had here since the War have done thelr work
completely to my uatiég;tlon and that of the Lady
Superintendant and were thoréghly trustworthy and re-
-liable.If it comes to grading them,Miss Kitson is an ’
absolute treasure as a Surgical Nurse and Theatre
Sister.iln my limited experimmce she is by far
the best nurse I have met,Miss Lummer comes next and
is a first class Nurse in the Medical Wards,llss
Rowe and Miss Bumm Vowles are almost equally good
and it 1s difficult to discriminate between the four.
They have been kept to the above work but I have no
doubt they would be as good if changed round,

There has hever been a word of complaint,K protession-
-ally or socially against them all the tlime
desnite the fact that the work was new to them and I




am a hard taskmaater/expectlns every thing to be
absolutely clean and properly done,
1f this letter may be of any use 1ln getting them
any small recognition later I beg of you to use 1%,
Everyone who came in contact with them was very fond
of them and this,l think,speaks well for them,as
the Hilitary Hospital Routine and the lire in an indian
thcounnry Station was quite strange to them &nd they
might easily have rubbed people up the wrong waj
if they had not been extremely efficient in thelr
duties and nice soclially,
Yours sincerely
CoSE ¢, lieut.Col.R:;A.M.C.
0.C.Station Hospitel.Lucknow,
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Hemp Bead Quor

Nom D.u.8.2
MEDICAL BRANCH,

Simla, _ fr Z  ucust 1917 .

From
Tae DIRECTOR,
MEeDpIcAL SERVIOES IN INDIA,
TO
THE DIRECTOR-CENTRAL
AUSTRALIAN ARVY MNEDICAL SERVICE

Dear sir,

With reference to your letter dated Melbourne the 18th
June, I beg to inform you that 3P Nurses were dispatched to
Salonika via Egypt by the mail boat which left Bombay on the
23rd July 1917. These 30 Nurses could not be rent by the Somali
as requested by you, for the reasons given in telegram No, 10633,
dated the 18th July 1917, from His Exgellency the Viceroy and
Gevernor General of India to His Excellency the Governor-General
of the Commonwealth of Australia, a copy of which is attached
hereto,

With regard to your offer to send us about 12 elderly medi-
cal men ;= At thqpresent time we are not seriously jin want of
genior Officers, but rather of junior Officers for ordinary hos-
pital work or regimental duty, Our difficulties, indeed, are so
great that we are now taking on medical women for duty in hose
pitale in India, thus releasing a certain humber of young offi-
cers for more active work,

The difficulty of finding sufficient medical men for our
various fronts is very great, and I can quite realize that you
too find it far from easy to meet existing demands on Auetralia,

In conclusion, I desire to thank you very much for the =nk
splendid way in which you have assisted us as regards Nurses,

Those

" T e M

veu have sent have proved invaluable, and have done and




and are doing magnificent work, and we are do-:~
our power to make their time in India as pleasant as pos:iblt.

I recently inspected a British Hoepital at Tank, within the

sphere of epc{ltionl of the Waziristan Field Force, and 1 was |
very much impreesed with the rescurceful way in which the five
Nurses of the Australian Army Nureing Service had grappled with

and overcome all difficulties under most trying climatic condi-

S

v

tione,

Yours faithfully.

» Surgeon-Ceneral

-

Dirsctor Medicel Services in India




Copy of a telegram from His Excellency the

Viceroy and Governor General of India, to His Excellency )

_the Governor Ceneral of the Commonwealth of Australia,
Melbourne, No.10€33, dated the 18th July 1917.

Your telegram dated 26th June. 30 Wurses will
be despatched to Wgypt by earlisst available vessels.
22nd August mentioned in your telegram was regarded as
date Nurses from India should arrive Bgypt. No copy of
your Director, Medical Services' letter to Matron Davis
dated 13th June was received by Director, Medical
Services in India and instructions therein specifying ‘
22nd July were not communicated to him until 11th July.

It was than too late to collect and despatch rurses to E
Colambo either by“srea or land in time to meet the :
"Somali®.




