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~ - I.. _ , '~ .~ M»/_ .**-5“ - " L _’ ‘ - Mme or the x¢qszt@i_,7’on1=w. _~ ;\_’ - _ ' -. ;~‘ i. ‘.Q » Bombay, any 4, 191.9. .'.~ >:~7- '“ . \¢ . _ Dear llr. Anquetil: _ , __  -.‘~_,-,,,v,§,,-i...5 ‘A‘, , In my story _in to-day‘: Times of India of the
sinking ,1 lia and our subsequent experiences on the native governed lslonfoi’ JlIrJ~'irc_‘L I mentioned that three Auetrali-m_Red Cross Hureoe, Bietu;M = ""'-_i., ~ < Foau» “‘gavs’oxtrmely"‘valuable help to many of the Ship-
srooiod ' "-7)V -aesengere and crow, who sorely needed their attention in 0. trying Q-ialq. . so alsodid Lady Anderoon, wife of General Sir Robt. Andereon, 'Ihon_.iind,-' 1;,T nose and care could not have been excelled. Remember
that inpt .1»-i.i‘e~.,post’ '\] (16) no o man scolded and skinned - actually skinned - from hood to i'od't,.,{"' who had been delirious in the boat but still lived, while as for myself "Tlthe explosion had’ .f_1ung_me on the top deck and
re-broken an old  '_in ' Amy left log - originally the resultpf German Rifle fire i>n_Qof-J1-14 lhen 7.4. I had both legs broken. . - ‘ I ' ' '“ - 1%?.what I should 11kt to/ emphasioe‘ however ie'the noble may »t_he'ee we? uneslfi sh
women went about their tank. Imagine re had been eight _hou:rg' e.'.~!~J.,‘\F sea in a strong monsoon and luokily landed on a_reei‘ bound shore oi}-3_i':e.t$1§[‘w state, with nothing but shaL_,we pore and hard ‘oiecuite and
walker, and tho  y ‘1. detennination to make the ‘neat of everything. ,,-<~ . -ii." Th'C=_1&1€I"I€I‘9 in the»fifet-’boot"to land, and when our boat got in 'r'and they were told we had wounded abroad, they immediately prepored 9.
tens. ‘~-rv~ <,;—=,~.time of the explosion, was placed on the ground Poor ‘Ion: inane, thescolded boiler maker was in a fearful stats, the akin no hanging from himin strives "ll over hi= arms, loge and body - even his face was
peeled and ~raw and the poor fellow was hardly con=cioue. But bister Lawson and theother ladies did all that ‘me possible for him..-we had no oil or comforting ointxnente of course, but someone roman-I= » bored that in the life
boat use a tin of ox-ude oil, out thel for repleniehing the lamps This -nae brought ashore and as there were no bandages, *V ‘ porary Ned Croee Hospital. This "18 no M01‘: than an awning rigged um out '-. _ of the boats eail, but it
was a bit of shelter from the pouring rain; and '5; a rug that Sir Robert Anderson hadihoetily thrown in hie life boat at the 1 I‘w.- , _ - ~ rE1-'\.">_~ . _ M e £7A _ _ . '"mm cmumn  In ucgeunv. A. |.."+|mos. ._I ‘ ‘ ' > * '-1 1



{;i§éiEb'c4y\\2. fjx/‘Q/,7/_/QQ '-41. ,the Sisters and Lady Anderson too, pulled off their undersk »= < »~"“ amoments hesitation and tore them into bandages which they soaked in thecrude oil and placed on the raw body of the poor
fellow who was dying byinches. It may have been a hopeless task, but the efforts of these selfdenying Australian women undoubtedly eased the dying man's pain, and whenat last about 10.50 that night he passed away it was a
peaceful end. Inthat there was at least a conforting thought for the great women who haddone everything possible under conditions of stress and strain they hadnever experienced before and never will again I devoutly hope.With
me it was the same Sister Maweon, Miss Murphy and Lady Andersuiset my leg on a broken oar blade which I afterwards discovered was paddedwith the whole of a tanks: lady's underskirt; I have it now, a blue andwhite striped
skirt it is, made in Paris;7and I hope to be pardoned forsticking to it as a "souvenir". The leg was badly bruised and very muchswollen (two or three excited people jumped on it as I lay in the lifeboat - jumped on it from Mongolia's
deck, that is but they did not knowin the excitement that my leg was broken) but Sister Mawson bathed it thenight through and all next day and night too, with sea water for whichI was thankful.Yes, believe me, Australia has
reason to be proud of such grandwomen as'these sisters (and also Lady Anderson) who could rise to supremeheights of noble work at a time when most women would have been incapableof effort by reason of the trying
experiences they had gone through them-eelves.I thanked them as we parted and I thank them again - and especiallydo I thank Sister Maweon - for help and sympathetic encouragement at atime when both were sorely
needed.With sincere appreciation of your own personal kindness to mesince my arrival in Colaba Hospital.Faithfully yours,(Sd) R. Reading.Ex Armee-Belge.Chevalier of the Order of Leopold.



4' < *-‘=' 3-_,_-,$_-sag“.‘\ S\in 77 7 V — -- r_ » V“./~68 F E ~@;>\,(‘  ,\Lucknow22/ 7/ 1'7\ /\\\ q //Deer lliea Davis,As you would poobsbly like to know howthe tour of your nureeslwho served under me in theStation
HospiteJ.,Lucknow, did,I In writing to tell you.They were and are,ee you will remember,Iies Kitson,Lummer,Rowe and Vow1es.'1'hey are quite the beet nurseswe have had here/ since the Wu-;have done their workcompletely to
my ss.ti¥:tion end that or the LadySuperintendent and were  trustworthy and re--1isb]_.e,Ii' it comes to grading then,llise Kiteon is an Iabsolnte treasure es e Surgical Nurse and TheatreSister..|.n my limited experience she is by
farthe best nurse I have et.llise Lummer cones next andis s first eieae Nurse in the lleiionl IardsdlissRowe and Miss I-mm Vowles are llzuoat equally goodand it is difficult to discriminate between the tour.They have been kept to
the above work but I have nodoubt they would be as good it changed round.There nae hever been a word of comp1s.int,pro1'eseion--e111 or socially against then all the timedespite the fsct that the wort was new to then and I



um a hard taakmuter I expecting evexyzhlng to buabsolutely clean and properly lone.If this l_et.i-or may be of any use Ln getting thanHIV small recognitlon later I beg of you to use 1%.Everyene wno came in contact with than was
very fonlor than and nn1a,1 l'A1nk,lp6&k5 well for tun,“the lu11uu'y hospital Routino and t-he .L1re in an lnlilln1* country Snauon was quibe strange to 1-hem ani theymight easily have rubbed people up the wrong wajif they had
not been extremely efficient in theirduties ani. nice aoeially.Yours sincerely,4; ._ QM," 7]wk V..»-L--~ L L1eut.Co1.R;A.l.0.O. C. Station Hoapit-a1.LucknoI.
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____7 _.., - 7 Y ‘‘I "Z . "  ‘ - V‘ " L   i’» W ' . r  (£27/QZ//5?y Q Na ~ n.u.s;a Game e“ Q“; _’ IIDIOAL IRLIOI,smm-, 11 I AIIQUS1‘ zozv.FaouTan DIRECTOR,Mnmou, Smnvmne IN Ixnm,TOTHE DIRECTOR-GENERALAUSTRALIAN
ARMY MEDICAL SERVICEQDeer Sir,With reference to your letter dated Melbourne the 18thJune, I beg to inform you that Qp Nureee were diepatched toSalonika via Egypt by the mail boat which left Bombay oh the23rd July
1917. These 30 Nurse: could not be lent by the Somalian requeeted by you, for the reason: given in telegram No.10635,dated the 18th July 1917, from Hi: Exellency the Viceroy andGovernor General of India to Hie Excellency the
Governor-Generalof the Commonwealth of Australia, a copy of which is attachedhereto, 'With regard to ;our offer to send u: about 12 elderly medi-cal men :- At thqpreaent time we are not seriously in want ofaenior Officere, but
rather of Junior Officers for ordinary hoe-pital work or regimental duty. Our difficulties, indeed, are :0great that we are now taking on medical women for duty in hol-pitel: in Indie, thu: releeling a certain humbcr of young offi-cer: for
more active work.The difficulty of finding eufficient medical men for ourvariou: front: in very great, and I can quite realize that youtoo find it far from easy to meet exieting demand: on Australia.In conclulion, I desire to thank you
very much for the I;:plendid way in which you have assisted u: al regard: Nurlel.s JThOlQ you hav L 1 . F,e :en nave pl oved invsluablelliind have gag}, 99%-:



Q7 97/git and are doing magnificent work, and we areour power to make their time in India as pleasant ble.I recently inspected a BritiIh\H0!pit&1 at Tank, within theephere of Qperltionl of the Iezirietnn Field Force, and I wanvery
much impreeaed with the=;eaourcefu1 nay in which the fiveI Iureee of the Australian Army Nursing Servicd'had grappled withand overcome all difficulties under moat trying climatic condi--3-tionl.Your: fhithfuliy,. ‘ _‘<
»'Surgeon¢Genera1‘ Director Medical Service: in IndieA‘v_\1\~:z‘|‘I_"||u<‘|VJ_//‘.1I;' Jjr|\J| |<f...' 1.| ,J



_ ~ -l ' » 'r-.l:-\<¢r;~<u-=~ ,- '  2  -. -<=»<§?_-'i?yi'7 “ " V  ~ '_ "Li.  . ~ aT F "'._ _ _< ‘‘ H I 9- .. . - '‘ ‘ 4IQopy of a. nelegrem from His Excellency the ‘\ _'. '1’‘ Viceroy and Governor General of India, to His Excell A 11:3e_the Governor
General of the Commonwealth of Australia,‘ Melbourne, No.10655, dated the 18th July 1917.\- -------------- --Your telegram dated 26th June. 30 Nurses willbe despatched to Egypt by earliest available vessels.22nd August
mentioned in your telegram was regarded asdate Nurses from India should arrive Egypt. No copy of _I your Director, Medical Services‘ letter to Matron Davis 13th June was received by Director, Medical,. _~ _ _ Begiiioea in India
and instructions therein specifying t_ at .F '- ‘- ; 22nd July were not communicated no him until 11th iiuly. L . It was than too late to collect. ahd deapetoh nurses to _ Colombo either by sea. or land in time to meet the I‘Somali’.{-2-
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