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) .55 ‘ NATIONAL‘  ||| ARCH IVESAustralian Government L o F AU ST RA LIASTATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER SECTION 40(5)OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 1983Series: A1209Control Symbol: 1969/
9049Barcode: 3054090Title: DESPOT Njegoslav (Yago, K A), Yugoslav - Murder inMelbourneDecision Maker: Robert NewtonDesignation: Access Examiner APS 6Date: 19 May 2017In accordance with requirements of
subsection 8(1) of the Archives Act 1983 (Cth)(Archives Act), I am a person authorised by the Director-General, pursuant to anInstrument of Delegation, to make a decision in relation to access to the requestedrecord.Basis
for decisionIn making my decision, I considered:- the content of the record requestedo the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983- policy and guidelines of National Archives of Australia that relate to theaccess
examination of Commonwealth records~ information provided by other Commonwealth agencies upon which I haverelied in formulating my decision.DecisionI have decided to release this item for public access with the
exception of certainmaterial that is exempt under section 33(1)(a) of the Archives Act for the reasons setout below.One folio (number 1) has been wholly exempted, and six folios (A and 2-6) have beenpartially exempted
from public access. The material exempted contains information relatingto the security and international relations of the Commonwealth of Australia that continuesto be sensitive.1



O ’‘ NATIONAL'  ||| ARCHIVESAustralian Government L o F A u s T R A L | AThe findings of factsSection 33(1)(a) of the Archives Act provides that:a record is exempt from public access if it contains information or matter
thedisclosure of which under this Act could reasonably be expected to cause damageto the security, defence or international relations of the Commonwealth.This record contains:0 Information and / or intelligence whose
disclosure could damage Australia'ssecurity and international relations.Reasons for decisionv The exempted material contains information which reveals details ofintelligence capability and operational procedures which are
of continuingsensitivity. The disclosure of such details could compromise past and currentprocedures and could be expected to cause damage to the security andinternational relations of the Commonwealth within the
meaning of s 33(1)(a)of the Archives Act.Review of decisionThe National Archives of Australia (the Archives) carefully examines records beforedeciding to exempt any part of them. As part of that process we may consult
withother agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters.If you do not agree with the decision, you can formally appeal within 28 days ofreceiving: -1. by first applying to the Archives for an
internal reconsideration‘ of mydecision; and2. if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to theAdministrative Appeals Tribunal for a review.For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12
What to do 1f‘ we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/ about-us[_publications/ fact-sheets/ fs12.aspx).2
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.$§wff~~i‘?énU)r‘(7JPRTORTTYTO CANBERRAFRCM HEADQUART~NCZSOJUUTF ‘IZ)U)/%  L0V.C7rn(/1 ~+"D (.G —~\aQ,_\\O.0‘\O:0[T1rriavQ7(/(FURTHEQ * ADVICE TO YOU OF 12TH MARCH, “J LTvge T (MY
mc12o3o02)>.DESPOT RECEIVED HTS PRTHARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLENG BETWEEN 1932AND 19@2 aw DALMATEA. 'AFTER WORLD WAR 11 NJEGOSLAV DESPOT ssaven AS A - %- L T; TTN A
VILLAGE rm YUGOSLAVTA. HE CLAIMED To H£¥E LEEN EMPLGYED,aw 19~1, IN A LOCAL eovsawm "Tana AND To HAVE seavso A5 APART-TTME " ACHER TN A TRADE SCHOOL UMTEL 1953 wH:mj;2 e
5APPOTNTME TO A SEN!OR POSlT!ON ew A SEAMEN’S EMPLOYME£" suasau. AT RIJEKA. WHILST so EMPLOYED HE ALLEGED THAT HE REFUS: TOCOMPLY WETH REQUESTS av THE YUGOSLAV
iNTELLiGENCE SERVECE AND,IH cowssouswcs, WAS nasmassen AND ampassowsn FOR TH!RTY—F!VEDAYS BUT WAS RELEASED WITHOUT BEING FORMALLY CHkRGED. ,o~ RELEASE,iM 195%, as
PROCEEDED To ZAGREB wasas we GASNED EMPLOYMENT sw AGOVERNMENT LAN OFFICE AND STUDEED LAW AT THE zaeass UN§VERSiTYEN THE EVENENGS..J ('3g‘)C)(DI1_1»>4”)31r_.J32...| .._mm2-
10Tf-, ~,L17 - EL1TDJYT3I»CFF!C§AL RECORDS DISCLOSE THAT DESPOT ARR!VED AT ' TEE ON25TH NOVEMBER, 1959 AND CONTINUED ON TO MELBOURNE WHERE HE HAS. OUSLY EMPLOYED UNTIL
THE 6TH JUNE, 1950 WHEN HE OBTATKIDEMPLOYMENT AS A CLERK TN THE ACCOUNTS $ECT!ON OF THE V‘CTCR|nNPUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.-<1)LU‘IAFTER RESTDINS AT VAR! IN ST, KILDA,
MTDDLE PARKEAST MELBOURNE, BRUNSs AVA DESPOT CAME TO LIVE HTSCOTT STREET, CAULFTELD, WHERE HE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH CHARLESALFRED HUGHES... C;(' .1 CI7; C/JI» ]'>21 (UC‘
C1EUU} FT"!)> (/7F“ U)J> F('5 (DF“>-vE‘ SECRET ‘FOR HEWTTT FROM spsv. f?;§€é;;/gjzg Y11scEP|IIIIIInILl1|



1/‘RY¢3.A. WHICH HE JOiNED IN' HE RAD BEEN,-3;»‘U‘UCT2?1l\SJTAPART FROM1" asE1 5In1'1u1_ w1 C-3AWARE\-HAD AF‘ECRE9-’\OO\O\ICD CiRCLt OF5N MARCH 1ED SOCIAL WELFARE OFFT)>TC")rm _ZU
kl)(D"L10OIHE \-1CLIL0nccpnT ;o :7u|_\J U1 \./3T ""~'I \.‘ C‘ .'-Q. --TL. v'¢~),|\4,.'\Q \.l'.T M":f‘\\..‘ w» ;<E_<—3.,-(I)U2OC‘);_.F1‘!U)'€THiH THE YUGOSLAVnc3F51_<ExQHAD ASS!STED OTHER HLGRALTS ' “‘
TAXATEQNDEICRIBED AS WELL £5 ':*STOOD T TO BE AH EXCESSZVE DR.NKE9»5..5gE'1‘.x6no? REACHED A Fsam nzceszowA HOMOSEXUAL on POLITICAL NATURE.‘;.~U)OENDS GUY 124%
HRSGT»T»o\N),_\N1-.1‘AA3101bThe Secretary,Prime Minister's DepartmentCANBERRA A.C.T.* m:CTuc= T_cu||>_|l|;l'\ mu...'01'-L1C 7L. 2IR(7I0r_.-.HEVER A TELEVESEON REPORT RECENTLY STATED THAT
ESYw" HE 2S...L|.Du 1iiU)._.--r"‘f"'.' "\_ - .. -.1 .19l_.'4' “'40 0OWN)V " '-\lI\?\[ ‘.’\ |r~ :4 - Hf-qr‘ 1.-\,--\!:-T -  ‘|_,_ C -~~;—,<‘\-T -:\|;--\—_ ,-f!C!OK4nh PuL uE nAVu JJ kuM!b_J US |H_Y &Vp O§\n\H@D _. ,_.&_BY SEARCH
THAT DESPOT HAS A HOMCSEXUAL. HOWEVER TE POL.CE hnV§EETH§R Q?(Llysj \“”:) ”Forwarded for your information and retention.Regional Director, A.C.T.SECRET



GIuvTOP SECRET,4 PRIORITYTO CANBERRAFROM HEADQUARTERSMC12U3002~#lzlTOP SECRETA.S.LClLE:1-1(JD(93:9»<3  rmTOP sE@RF-T  "IFOR DIRECTOR GENERAL FROM A.D.G./Q.IQ-,:>V\TJE
J_,»(QCD‘QNJEGOSLAV (K.A. YAGO) DESPOT. _ ' ' /9¢?:%;}7€;73THE "AGE" NEWSPAPER OF THE 11TH MARCH, 1969 REPORTED THATTWO MEN HAD BEEN FOUND SHOT DEAD IN A HOUSE IN SCOTT
STREET,CAULFIELD VICTORIA. ONE OF THE MEN WAS NJEGOSLAV (YAGO) DESPOTAGED ABOUT 44 YEARS.DESPOT WAS A MIGRANT WHO ENTERED AUSTRALIA FROM YUGOSLAVIAVIA AUSTRIA IN
NOVEMBER 1959. HE WAS NATURALISED ON 5TH AUGUST,1965.THE Y.S.A. WAS ESTABLISHED IN MELBOURNE IN OCTOBER 1963 BY ASMALL GROUP OF YUGOSLAV MIGRANTS. ITS OSTENSIBLE AIMS
WERE TOAID IMMIGRANTS FROM YUGOSLAVIA IN ASSIMILATING IN AUSTRALIA ANDIN LEARNING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGEON 6TH OCTOBER, 1963 MARJAN JURJEVIC WAS ONE OF FIVE
XUGOSLAVSWHO ATTENDED THE FOUNDING MEETING OF THE YUGOSLAV SETTLERS’ASSOCIATION. IT WAS THERE STATED ONE OF THEIR FIRST AIMS WOULDBE AN INVESTIIiiiliTONTOP
SECRETTHEASSOCIATION' I~,--,-< _. ¢-.v»w_. __Ijgn I 1‘I IIBERATION MOVEMENTSI



I UI-’  ..THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA PUBLI I N "TRIBUNE" REPORTED. V ON 20TH NOVEMBER, 1963 THAT A MERGER OF THE Y.S.A. (PROBABLY. .JURJEVIC) ADDRESSED A MEETING AT
EUREKA YOUTH LEAGUE HEADQUARTERSIN MELBOURNE. HIS ADDRESS WAS AN ATTACK ow CROATION EXTREMISMIN AUSTRALIA. (THE EUREKA YOUTH LEAGUE IS NOW CALLED THE
YOUNGSOCIALIST LEAGUE AND IS THE YOUTH SEGMENT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OFAUSTRALIA). IJURJEVIC WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE Y,S.A. IN NOVEMBER 1963. SINCE ITS\EXTENSIVE RECORD OF
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATIONSAND MAINTAINED A PRO—TITO AND ANTI-CROATION BIAS. 'IS IS NOW CLEAR THAT JURJEVIC IS A_RSYCHOPATH, AN ENDEMICINTRIGUER WITH AN
OBSESSION IN REGARD TO THE USTACHI (CROATIONEXTREMISTSI. IT MAY WELL BE THAT HE WILL SEND COMMUNICATIONS TOTHE PRIME MINISTER SETTING THE BLAME FOR DESPOT'S MURDER AT
THEFEET OF THE USTACHI. - 4IT WILL BE REALISED THAT THE YUGOSLAV COMMUNITY IS A VERYTROUBLESOME TARGET—IT IS RIDDLED WIII-II‘ ETHNIC HATREDS, INTRIGUE, PERSONAL ENMITIES
AND IDEOLOGICALCONFLICTS,I TOP SECZRETIIII
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