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1916 TSm,I have the honour to transmit for Your Exoe1lency’sinformation, copy of despatch which I have addressed to theSecretary of State for the Colonies, as detailed below. .I have the honour to be,Sir,Your Exeellencfs
most obedient Servant,Governor.‘ His Excellency, 'I The Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief I‘ of the Commonwealth of Australia. _ ‘\* No. Date. Subject.7I 5th July '\.~?.'.". Tr-oops voting in the Field". '



f’ '1 V *7’ f“ vInu scum mu.30/ 11.Ql Jill, 191.0Fall‘;I but Ha humour to transit bIl'OIl\»l\ any of' 0. llxnbtwhl ninuto an tho abject or(1) the puullbtlif-J at In South I110 troopsIbrlll in tho £1014 voting at oloctlul, and(8: the
possibility at tho lntnrnntloa of moP oonmnnt with ugnnl to 1 um:-ovcrnyon Gonna:-lptlan.‘rm: nxmtttnu man" mum I ICQIMM nettingout the don of tho Fodarul lliniltor at Dofuano on UIIIO1‘t».I"0B. I bog to melon for your
latorluum 1 copy ofmy rapt) to lllailtorn on the Iubjuh3. I am sending a can or thin dnpntlh to thoOOYOPEOPIUOQDIII QI bun the honour to ‘ho,sir,Your nut obedient, iunblo lcrvlnt,, »P'"'-I “ 'non:-nor.ll light Ii0nQul\b1O1 In
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Y$0O¢.PrOl1dMl‘l» OI moBuuuvo council, abouts; the result. at nu tutor-1via with tho Mun Prim lunintnr or up Calcu-wealth (senator the Ilonmnblo G. I. luv») relativeto the following nation, naolyu1. tho possibility or tho u-an
abroad votingin the (£014 at tin low south Halon nation2. the possibility or the intervention at thoFederal mmrnnut with regard to moconscription ant:-even; in the fauna; up 9(1) by appruuhtng the law south
walesEteéutlvo,(b) My app:-aching the Ru south nluIhivarul service Langm-\ (szma) n. c. mm.~ £68‘ the Prnlitn‘ mmuasws ovrzcn,smnsx, 1n. Ju11,_1916.
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F if K i ii,’ 7 i "'1fol nan“ tan tau In la win to mhn @0hntnub tnntln. his as-gaunt ma I containtho um:-, an as cum. 1-ho Mi-in; run mums’; attitudi-IAlto!-
I\o0unur1p\haocntrovorn{~ttou48Il\nl~l'blI~luvorytrlanllyondlaouuuurlnoun:-rvuntonnnlhldintervention in this peanut 01-Ina.Attr a "Sadly ocnvcrutten. ha upon to Quputoh inlatter: to yincyvy that an-omooul ( -munnacltolllu
noylonndomto Pntanr Q. ‘rm par-pou-\otin,nln\1.nruuanthonnu Mhoproutuinonophoivtubocbh,Ihn;o,tc51v0thom11tutat\ha§.lthr\o|$”gall! this nth:-anon (ll-ay). waking wnnunvy,util%h1ctv.u~cIuth1a-(1) ‘rho Gonnnnrnlw ml
clrnulv an the tn»! tint wePiqltrd Surat!» $7,000 090011111 cl:-nttui, and u ll:rointwnlnn .(2; no tn-tau troops an rank-04 at pliant.(8 Tnupwt Ln not unuablu tor the put-pun of conveyingourprconutu-ooauteuwuanotlnr.(4) We
an at in any can buyout by but at equipment.nqilt £1 an to 1193014 notion untillhtckr, the Ban. I.Il.!h5hOl, with ani IMIAMU amuu Nu-nngb uutoranoowith the art _ uonnmmt and with up 10041115 autumn-1!-ta,ullthry and 0
the 111104 nationa-E?siiE 2??, (056) a.n.r:.u;u-nu.Iiydnoy, 1611: Juno, 1918.\



' ' k 7  0IIIUTE TO THE EOIOURABLE THE PREIIRR»’ DQQCQQODQCDDDQCC‘mo Governor aoknowladgu tha recaipt at alniatarial an hahalt at tho PPCl1Ol'| dated lat July,having rat's:-was to a dianuaulon with the
FederalAuthor.-Ltiaa in raga:-cl to(1) the poaatbu-1%.: at tho In South wales Troop!voting 11110 in tho £10111 in llurope, and(2) the poulbllit-1 of the intaz-vontioa or theroan-a1 Government with ragam to the
oaasorlptlm6Il$I'OYOl‘lJ Ln u following was -(a) by approauhlng the In South micaBaoatlva,(Ia) by approaching tho law Scum Wale:Univoraal So:-nan Loagua.2. ‘Ilsa Govamor I111 transmit a copy or theabove llama to tha
Inna:-!.a1 Aumoritiaa.S. Sh‘ (braid Strickland natural to axproaa Lhahopa that lnlatara I111 frankly accept. aa tlnal tha vlawaat the Acting P:-in Itniator or the commonwealth aa raga:-4|the troop! voting than 1n the field, and
vanbm-oi to addthat more are obvloua dltcultlaa in antoroing thocriminal la! uaaotar an it gataguaraa the purity ofalaottuna $1’ that La quaatlonad an account at aotaoaunuad outaida tho K1ng'a Doaiaiona.(szgnoa) 0.
STRXCKLAIDGovernor.6th July 1.916-, 4‘.._a_‘ __ Q
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Department.companying despatch may be laid' ' for his perusal an kH.Ehe Cfiici¢1 Zccretary to.£. th ?cverno1 Ceneral." *ctu1eu.Mlnlster/Q,\’ICOMMONWGENERALS OFFICEI Melbourne26th July, 1916.The Governor-
Generalbefore th ' ' 1 Primed returg.Official Sec*. the Governor-beneraqctc “dc . .. ?ia4Q~~~‘<lQcin; 0“glid Liniste1'9 Le;art;=;t.28-7-16§f',.€2' ;2_ ‘LII .M J:\ '€\»<3Llw 4:_i1;_\‘_ _.//‘P'_,'“ *—-";»§f;v‘\=-X... \//RM,/zwm \desires
that the ac-e QOt1DD,/’.:7/ /‘retar toy“ 1.~c1et@ru,-----------i



‘ (2) the possibility of the intervention of the Federal 5all _ _ I‘ 4. >-- ;~'/  -' "f, \_Llwi . -;- ;_  __Q_'r;r'§ - 5., | r’ .  i S7-*7/‘*,<i, ,4 L IQ5‘ ggifkgQ 3%"“i..=s.COMMONWEALTH OF AU STRALIA.PRIME MINISTERMelbourne, 2nd
Agut. 1915-Sir,With reference to the despatch addressed by His Excellency theGovernor of New South Wales to the Secretary of State for the Gol-onies on the 5th July, No.71, covering copy of a Ministerial minute trelative
to - i(l) The possibility of New South Wales troops abroad inthe field voting at elections, andGovernment with regard to a controversy on conscription,I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the memorandum by ‘the
Honorable J.D. Fitzgerald, M-L.C., Vice-President of the Exeou- Itive Council of the State of New South Wales very inadequately in-dicates the views I communicated to him on theqsubjeot to whichhe refers. ,Moreover, the
views which I put forward on that occasion wereexpressed in the following way:-(1) I informed Mr. Fitzgerald that the Government had con-sidered this question in connection with the proposedtaking of a referendum of the
electors of the Common-wealth under the Constitution in respect of the in-creased powers proposed to be sought by the Common-wealth, and had come to the conclusion that it was im-practicable to make the necessary
arrangements for theelectors of the Commonwealth who were in the firingline at Gallipoli to take part in such referendum.(2) I informed Mr. Fitzgerald that Cabinet had not con-sidered the question of State electors who were
atthe front taking part in State elections, end that theviews I expressed to him, which were certainly opposed .to such proposal, were my own individual views, andnot the views of the Cabinet, which has not bea1consult-ed
on that particular question.Governor-General /I yHis ExcellencyThe Bight HonorableSir R. Munro Ferguson, P.C., G.C.M.G., \&o. &o. &o. ’



\ -3-. I shall be glad if Your Lxcellency will kindlyadvise The Secretevy of Stato for the Colonies accordingly.(+-{'7'(DI héve honor to be,Sir,Your Bxoe11wnoy's most obedient servant,¢’”’%/4?/M ~'<~_;//I” "Acting Prime
Minister.1- 1



 ’CQMONWEALTH CF AUSTRALIA.‘ _____Prime Minister2m August, 1916.Sir,With reference to the despatch addressed by HisExcellency the Governor of New South Wales to the Secretaryof State for the Colonies on the
5th July, No. 71, coveringcopy of a Ministerial minute relative to -(1) The possibility of New South Wales troopsabroad in the field voting at elections,and(2) the possibility of the intervention of theFederal Government with
regard to a con--troversy on conscription,I have the honour to inform You Excellency that the memor--andum by the Honourable J. D. Fitzgerald, M.L.C., Vice-Pres--ident of the Executive Council of the State of New
SouthWales, very inadequately indicates the views I comunieatedto him on the first subject to which he refers.Moreover, the views which I put forward on thatoccasion were expressed in the following way:—be sought by
the Commonwealth, and had come to(1) 1 gnfomed nr. Fitzgerald_that the Governmentha considered this question in connection withthe prpposed taking of a feierendum of the elect--ors 0 the Commonwealth under the
Constitution._in respect of the increased owers roposed tothe conclusion that it was imracticable to makethe necessary arrangements_for the_electors ofthe Commonwealth who were in the firiig line atGallipoli to take part
in such refers um.(2) I infonmed Hr. Fitzéerald that Cabinet had notconsidered the ques ion of State electors whowere at the front taking part in State elections,d th t th ' 6 r sod to him whichan a _e views exp es ,were
certainly opposed 0 such proposal, were myown individua views, and not t e views of theCabinet which has not been consulted on thatparticular question.Governor-GeneralHis ExcellencThe Right onourableSir R. Munro
Ferigson, P.C., G.C.M.G.,kc, 0, 800.»  _7__ _ __ __ 7



s F6‘)!I shall be glad if Your Excellency will kindlyadvise the Secretary of Stare for the Colonies accordingly.I have the honour to be,Sir,Your Exce1lency'a most obedient Servant,(Sgd.) G. F. Pearce,Acting Prime Minister.



M.3H¢Sir,fl‘/"~ 2 5 711uamomuu,8th August, l9l6.1 \Referring to a despatch No. 71 dated 5thJuly last, on the subject of New South Wales Troops votingin the Field, addressed to the Colonial Office by HisExcellency the
Governor of New South Wales, I have the hon-___________ -our to transmit herewith, copy of a letter which has beenforwarded to mo by the Acting Prime Minister on this sub--ject, for your information.The Right
HonourableI hag; the honour to be,Sir,Your moat obedient, humble Servant,Governor-General.The Seordtary of Statefor the Colonies.9L*4


