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NEW SOUTH WALES. §

Government House,

Sydney.

1 5th July, I9I6

SIr, |
I have the honour to transmit for Your Excellency’s

information, copy of despatch which I have addressed to the

Secretary of State for the Colonies, as detailed below.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, P :

Governor.

\ His Excellency,
The Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief 3

of the Commonwealth of Australia.

No. Date. Subj.ect.

Vi ! ! 5th July NeS.¥. Troops voting in the Fieldi




Hew South Wales.
No/ T71.

5th July 1916,

Siry
I have ihe honour to transmit herewiih eopy of

& Ministerial minute on the subjeect of

(1) the possibility of New South Wales troops

abroad in the fleld voiing at electdona, and

;a the possibility of the intervention of the

CGovernment with regard to & controversy

on Conac¢ription.
This minute fpom Hinistors contains a memorandum setiing
out the views of the Federal Minister of Defence on these
matters.

2. I beg to enclose for your information & copy of
my reply to Ministers on Lhe subject.

3« I am sending a copy of this dsspateh to the

Governor-genoral.

I have the honour to be,
sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,

The Right lionourable
A, Bonar law, P.C., M.P,.,
Colonial Office,




PREMIER'S GFTICE,

The Presier begs lsave to forwerd herewith
for the information of His Excellaney the Governor

copy of a memorandum submitted by the Honourable

J. D, Fitzgerald, M.L.C., Vice-Presldent of the
Executive Council, embodying the result of his intere
view with the Actiag Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth (Semator the Honourable G. F. Pearce) relative
to the following matters, namely:e

1, the posaldility of the troops abroad voting
in the fleld at the New South %Weles elections

2. the poseibllity of the intervention of the
Federal Government with regerd Lo lhe
conscription controversy im the following ways -

(a) by New South Wales
Executive,

(b) by approaching the New South Wales
Universal EService L[eague.

(Signed) H. C. BOYLE.
for the Zremier.

SYDNEY, iet July, 1916.
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fow moments from the war in order to perfors & important
eivie funection. This which 1 eonelude
the matter, did not affect Aot Prine Minlster's attitude.

As to the Conseription comtr -tmwm
very friendly and he assisted me Lo ve at some of

(1) The Cosmonwealil has all the troops that are
required for the 50,000 spee drafted, and &lso the

:33 o fuwriher troops are at preasnt,

3) Tremasport is nol awvail e for the purpose of gonveylig
our present troops to Lhe scene of war,

(4) ¥e are not in any sense hampered by lack of equipment.

In both letters & recuest is sade %o withhold action uniil
the return of ihe Prime Hinister, the Bon. %.H.Fughes, with the
of the situation obtained through conference
with the 5r governcent and with the leading authorities,
military and eivil, of the alllsd nations.

E

(sgd) J.D.Pitagerald,

gydney, 16th June, 1016.




Copye.

MINUTE TO THE HONOURABLE THE PREMIER,

' LR R TR

The Governor acinowledges the receipt of a
Ministerial on behalf of the Premier, dated lst July,
having reference to a discussion with ihe Federal
Authorities in regard te

{1) the poesibility of the New South Wales Troops
voting while in the field in Lurope, und

{(2) the poesibility of the interventiom of the
Federal Covernment with regard to the conscription
controversy in the followlng ways =
(a) by approaching the New South %ales
Execytive,
{(b) by epproaching the New South "ales
Universal Service league.
2. The Governor will transmit a copy of the
above minute to the Imperial Authoritlies.

S. 8ir Gerald Stricklend wventures Lo express the

the troops voting when in Lhe fleld, and ventures to add
that there are obvious difficulties in enforecing the
eriminal law insofar as it gefeguards the purity of
elections if that is questioned om account of acts
committed outside the King's Dominions.

(Signed) G. GCTRICELAND

Governore.

6th July 1916,

hope that Ministers will frankly accept as final the views
of the Acting Prime Minister of the Comionwealth as regards




gy A GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE
to the
L L e Melbourne
26th July, 1916.

The Secretary, L e
Prime Minister's Depar tment. i

The Governor-General desires that the ac-
-companying despatch may be laid before the Acting Prime

Minister for his perusal and return.

> e

/_’..-' 4 ’-./

Official Secretary to
H.E. the Governor-General.

The Official Secretary to
H.E. the Covernor Genergl.

Noted and returned.

fhalﬁgAf»‘*i
\efing Secretary,
Prime IMnister's Department.

£E-T7-106




S8ir,

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

PRIME MINISTER

Melbourne, 2nd August, 1916.

With reference to the despatch addressed by His Excellency the

Governor of New South Weles to the Secretary of Stete for the Col-

onies on the 5th July, No.7l, covering copy of a Ministeriel minute

relative to -

(1)

(2)

he refers.

(1)

(2)

The poscibility of New South Weles troops &broad in
the field voting et elections, end

the possibility of the intervention of the Federal
Government with regerd to a controversy on conscription,

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the memorsndum by
the Honoreble J.D, Fitzgersld, M.L.C., Vice-President of the Execu-
tive Council of the State of New South Weles, very inadequetely in-
dicetes the views I commnicsted to him on the,subject¥ to which

Moreover, the views which I put forwerd on thet occesion were

expressed in the following wey:-

I informed Mr. Fitzgeraeld thet the Government had con-
gidered this question in connection with the proposed
teking of & referendum of the electors of the Common-

weelth under the Constitution in respect of the in-

creased powers proposed to be sought by the Common-

wealth, and hed come to the conclusion that it wes im-

precticable to meke the necessary arrangements for the
electors of the Commonwealth who were in the firing
line &t Gellipoli to teke pert in such r eferendum,

I informed Mr. Fitzgereld thet Cebinet had not con-
sldered the guestion of Stete electors who were at
the front teking part in Stete elections, end that the

views I expressed to him, which were certainly opposed

to such proposel, were my own individusl views, end

not the views of the Cebinet, which hes not beenconsult-

ed on thet particuler question.

Governor-Generel /I
His Excellency
The Right Honorable
Sir R. Munro Ferguson, P.C., G.C.M.G.,
&C . &c . &e,




I shall be glad if Your Excellency will kindly

edvise the Secretary of State for the Colonies accordingly.

I have t

——t

1e honor to be,
Sir,

Your Excelleney's most obedient servent,

e it
e

Acting Prime Minister,




COMMONYEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

. o

Prime Minister
2nd August, 1916,

gir,

fiith reference to the despatch addressed by His
Excellency the Governor of New South Wales to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies on the 5th July, No. 71, covering
copy of a Ministerial minute relative to -

(1) The possibility of New South Vales troops
abgoad in the field voting at elections,
an

(2) the possibility of the intervention of the
Federal Government with regard to a con~
~troversy on conscription,

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the memor-
-andum by the Honourable J. D. Fitzgerald, M.L.C., Vice-Pres-
~ident of the Executive Council of thd State of New South
Wales, very inadequately indicates the views I communicated
to him on the first subject to which he refers.

Moreover, the views which I put forward on that

occasion were expressed in the following way:-

(1)1 anonned Mr. Pitzgerald that the Government
had considered this question in connection with
the proposed taking of a feferendum of the elect~
—~ors of the Commonwealth under the Constitution
in respect of the increased powers proposed to
be sought by the Commonwealth, and had come to
the conclusion that it was impracticeble to make
the necessary arrangements for the electors of
the Commonwealth who were in the firing line at
Gallipoli to teke part in such referendum.

(2) 1 informed Mr. Fitzgerald that Cahinet had not
considered the question of State electors who
were at the front taking part in State elections|
and that the views & expressed to him, which
were certainly opposed to such groposal, were my
own individual views, and not the views of the
Cabinet, which has not been consulted on that
particuiar gquestion.

Governor-General
His Excellencﬁ
The Right Honourable
Sir R. Munro Ferguson, P.C., G.C.M.G.,
&3.. .y m.o I/










