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WAW,MS

CANBERRA, A.C.T.,
2ard April, 1942.

Ey dear Aatrobus,

I thank you for your letier of 17th April

enclosing copy'of reply receivedé by you from London sbout
Iremoulet's money.

In all the circumstances we are now
disposed to raise no objection to the payment of the money

for the purpose mentioned, i.e., the maintenance of an
Australian lady.

The procedure suggested by you is
acceptanls to us.

Yours sincerely,

W

Official Secretary,

Office of the United Kingdom
High Commissioner,

CANBERRA. A.C.T.
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' OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM,
CANBERRA.

Ref. 1/118 17th April, 1942

PERSONAL S
i) % A% X

My dear Wynes,

With reference to our conversation
I enclose a copy of the reply we have received fram/
London about Tremoulet's money. I sentyow a ¢opy
of our telegram on the 28th February. ~L =

We should be grateful for the
views of your department in this matter.

On the face of it it rather looks
as if there could be no objection to this money
being devoted to the maintenance of an Australian
lady. Our normal procedure in a case of this sort
would be to ask the High Commissioner at Pretoria
to pay the equivalent of the Australian currency to
the lady; the amount would appear as a credit in
our account with the Dominions Office and a debit
in his and no money would leave Australia. We could
propose this to the Dominions Office if you saw no
objection.

Yours sincerely,

"\‘J. f"\. i‘lfyneS, ﬁ}s\._l. LL.DI







é%ﬁ*Va507ﬂjLwﬂuﬂqiﬁ”

.
CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE Sydney, o 18th March,
& v ausTRALE
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L]

Colonel W.R.Hodgson,

Secretary,

Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRAs AeCoTe

Dear Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt

of your letter of the 12th March by which you
informed me that instructions have been given

for the return by the Deputy Crown Solicitor

to the Prothonotary of the parcel, object of

my letter n® 19 of the 7th March.

Although I do not guite see how investi=-

gations in relation to the parcel necessitated

its actual possession by the Crown Solicitor,

I am glad of the satisfactory solution of the

happening.

Yours faithfully,

X\
| \JQL \ / I el
4 Ce Lancial
\{/\I /'//_ \

f { Acting Consul General for France.
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#AR AJS.

‘CANBERRA ,A .C.7T.,
12th March, 1942,

81 s

I have the honour, by direction, to
acknowledge veesipt of your letter No. 19 aated 7th
lureh. 1942, concerning a certain nncd 1, the
subject of legal proceedings by the Fr State

through its Consulete-General.

In reply thereto I am to inform you that
instractions have bm given for the return of the
percel by the Deputy Crown Solicitor to the Prothonotary.

I am to add that the parcel was detained
only pending the making of certain investigations which have

new: completed. As will be seen from the state of
2: parcel, no inspection whatever of its contents has been
e,

Ihnthhmreoh,

{F‘ servant,

m-ﬂr.

The Consul in Charge of the
n‘mn;;m:rﬂ.
“"‘ ".t'
SYDNEY. E.S.H.

£\l §&=
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wmw My 85. Security pressing for early reply.
e—— Y

Can you expedite?

s i




PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE
MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

CANBERRA, 9th March, 1942

The Secretary,
Dept. of External Affairs,
CANBERRA.,

Referred, by direction, for early attention

please.
U LoniKdygr

(Agsst. Private Secretary)

N
\\“‘ )J\ \’\f\?'i@% Pf/ /

\

| ‘ M"&*mm? /Yo /ur(m/ ;fvw;
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cons‘ﬁm GENERAL DE FRANCE
 EN AUSTRALIE

R

which the defendant's solicitor consented, that the parcel shou
be deli ed F . Arrangements for the actua

Sydney, le 7th March 1942

URGENT

The Hon. Dre HeV.Evatt,
Minister for External Affairs,
CanBERRn . A . C . Tc

Sir,

Barly in February 194I, M. Puaux, then Viee-Consul, on
leaving the French Consulate General removed the key of the safe

and various papers, which he deposited, in a sealed parcel, with
the Bank of New South Wales.

The French State, through its Consulate General, instituted
proceedings before the local Courts for the return of the parcel.

Avout three months ago, the Court considering that neither
the Plaintiff nor the Defendant were domiciled in the State of
New South Wales, ordered that they should both deposit with the
Court a certain sum of money as security for the costss

The French State deposited the money. Mre Puaux did note
In conseguence, on the 25th February the Court made an order, to

remittance of the parcel were being made between the Prothono=-
tary and the Consulate General's solicitors, Messrs. Freehill,
Hollingdale & Co., when yesterday the latter were informed by
the Prothonotary that the Commonwealth Crown Solicitor had made
appliThtion that same day under the National Security Regulations
for the delivery of the parcel in question to the Attorney Gen

Mre. Hollingdale called on the Crown Solicitor who gave no
specific reason for the action taken other than that the Common-
wealth has power under the Regulations to take such action. Our
Solicitor mentioned that if it was proposed to open the parcel
I should be present, but he could hot obtain any assurance on
that pointe. The Crown Solicitor said he was awaiting instruct-
ions from the Attorney General.

There is no doubt that the parcel contains beside the key of
the safe, papers belonging to the archives of the Consulate Genen
al. A check made after the departure of M. Puaux revealed the
disappearance of certain documents and among the pleas put for-
ward by M. Puaux at the teginning of the proceedings, there was
none claiming that the parcel contained private papers belonging
to him. Moreover, in February 1941, Mr. Rosenblum, M. Puaux's
solicitor, while denying that he had received any keys or docu=
ments from his client, stated that he could obtain possession
of same in exchange for his client's salary as claimed by him,

which obviously shows that the contents of the parcel were
the property of the French Consulate General, i.ee 0f the French
States

therefore

I enter Ahe strongest protest against the action taken by
the Attorney General. It constitutes a violation of the principl



r—_——————,_}

N

the )
universally recognized of /Ainviolabilifyof Consular arcﬁ“ﬁé. If
the jurists of international law do not always agree on the ex-
tent of Consular immunities, they are at least unanimous on the
principle of the inviolability of the archives.

M. Puaux could, through a breach of professional duty, take
away from the Consulate General's premises those parts of the
archives; they remain, however, parts of them, and should be
treated as re’ired by international law.

Conseguently I request that.the parcel, with the seals un=-
broken, shall be remitted to me by the Commonwealth Crown Solicits
or. I trust that you will kindly give the matter your early
attention as the Commonwealth Government cannot desire to create
a precedent which might not be unilaterally regrettable.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

cyamed

C. Lancial
Acting Consul General for France.




26th February, 1541.

My dear Aecting Prime Ninlster,

I attech, for favour of your kind
attention, & memorandum and dreft letier relating
to the intermment of ¥. Tremoulet, Consul Ceneral
of France.

Yours sineerely,

Hinister for External
Affaire.

The Hon, 4. Padden, N.T,
set Prt-ﬁi“
»
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‘ WAW .AJS

L)J} CANBERRA ,A ,C,.T.,
o 20d Pebruery, 19,2,

Dear Antrobus,

#ith reference to your letters of 23rd
and 27th January regarding Tremoulet, the position
is that when Tremoulet 1 Australia he was
permitted to pre-pay his fares as far 8s possible
from his Austrelien funds snd in addition thereto
to teke with him his United States dollers end
French frencs of which he had cpedits st the
Prench Bank at Syéney. The balence of his
Australian funds were to be left im Australia.

It seems to us that the sending of the
cheque for £200 to you is sn a ttempt by Tremoulet
to get thie amount out of Austrslia, and, in view
of the decision above referred to, the request
should be refused.

Yours sincerely,

"




AT A
. ¥ Taewe

'. OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM,
CANBERRA.
Ref. 1/118 27th January, 1942.
SECRET .

Dear Wynes,

With reference to my letter of the 23rd

January regarding money which we have received from
M. Tremoulet we have to-day received a telegram
from H.M. Consul General at Lisbon in which he states
that he understands that Tremoulet is placing £200
at our disposal for Cynthia Powell, Australian
[ciigzgn)now in Portugal. H.M. Consul Géneral asks

| us to hold this money pending further information

| and this we are doing.

Yours sincerely,

; Wl

W. A, Wynes, Esqg., LL.D. 251’




OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM,
CANBERRA.

Ref:1/118, 23rd January, 1942,

SECRET,

Dear Wynes,

With reference to previous correspondence which
you had with Sedgwick about the French Consulate-General
in Sydney (your letter of the 19th-August, 1941), I enclose
a copy of correspondence with M. Lancial. )(

The correspondence suggests that some guestion
arose as to M. Trémoulet taking a substantial sum out of
Australia with him when he left but does not indicate how
this question wae solved., It may be that the sending to us
of this cheque is an ‘attempt to get money out of Australia,
We shall proceed with caution but in the meantime should be
interested to have any further information you can give
us as to M, Trémoulet's money.

Yours sincerely,

MG Andoiod

.

C;;;”””#,,——f*“’_‘j

W. A. Wynes Esqe., LL.D. h—,;"’;—-——"‘" 30
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WAW/MA,

[‘\o c- T. » lgth Augu.t' 194‘1.

MEMORANDUN to

The Secretary,
Attorney-General's Department.

With reference to your memorandum W.4002 of
15th August, 1941, forwarding the file of papers in this
matter, I desire to inform you that this Department was aware
of the dispute between M. Tremoulet, former Consul-General of
France at Sydney, and M. Puaux, former Vice-Consul of France.

M. Tremoulet's exequatur was withdrawn by His
Majesty at the instance of the Commonwealth Government in
December, 1940, and Tremoulet left the Commonwealth early in
February, 1941. Both before and after the withdrawal of his
exequatur, Tremoulet made several requests to this Department
that the Commonwealth Government should interven® in connection
with the parcel left with the Bank by M. Puaux, but the view
was taken that the whole matter was one of a domestic dispute
and M. Tremoulet was informed that the Commonwealth Government
would not intervene. He was told that if he and M. Fusux
were unable to settle the matter, the only course open to him
was to seek redress in the ordinary way before the Courts.

So far as the existence of the "French State" is
concerned, the Commonwealth Government still recognises ine
existence of this body in as much as the Consul, M. Lancial,
at Sydney is still recognised.

1 am unaware of any grounds of policy upon which
the Commonwealth should intervene in this case.

I return file of papers herewith.
Wy

Secretary. ::)”
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SYDNEY, N.S.W.,
30th April,

My dear Minister,

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter (Personal
and Confidential No.9/41) of lst April, 1941, reporting your
informal interview with the French Ambassador during which the
latter handed you a written protest concerning the arrest in

Australia of M. Trémoulet.

In amplification of my telegrams 430 and 438, I am
enclosing copies of the correspondence between myself and

M.Lancial on this matter.

While I feel that it was unfortunate that M. Trémoulet
was arrested practically on the eve of his departure from
Australia, I can add little to what I have already conveyed to
M.Lancial in my correspondence with him. The Commonwealth
Government does not propose to make any apology and I think that
in all the circumstances the best course would be to reply on

the lines already taken by me.

Accordingly I enclose a draft of a reply which might
be handed to the French Ambassador. You will observe that the
only additional matter contained in the draft is thaz.. :\{I.r the

et
continued in fact to conduct the affairs of the Consulate General
until February. This fact caused considerable embarrassment and
difficulty to the Commonwealth Government which received
representations from various sources, both private and official,

withdrawal of his exequatur in December, 1940, M. Tr

for his removal from the country.

Yours sincerely,

.

rh. Right Hon. ROGO ca”y’ Dcs.o.’ .tCo’
H.M. Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary,

Australian Legation,
HASHINGTON, D.C.

1941.

7R
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Translation : ILMM
aQ

Note of Protest Handed by the French Ambassador, Washington,

 General, whose presence in Sydney constituted a discordant 1

to the Australian Minister

In view of the difficulties at present in the way of

direct communication, the French Ambassador has been instructed
by his Government to draw the attention of the Right Hon. Richard
Casey, Australian Minister in the United States, to the
circumstances in whiech the Consul-General of France at Sydney,
when on the point of relinquishing his post, was arrested at his
residence by the Commonwealth military authorities . This grave
incident took place on the night of 22nd February last, and M.
Trémoulet was taken to & concentration camp in which were German
and Italian subjects .

‘Agh result of representations made by the Consul of
France at Melbourne fo the Minister for External Affairs, M.
Trémoulet was liberated on the 24th February, and he has singe

w

left Australia . The Australian Government issued a denial of
in :
a report appearing/the local press, according to which the

Consul-General of France at Sydney had been placed under police

supervision .
Unhappily, official redress for the unwarranted
treatment to which a representative of the French Government has

been subjected in Australia, has gone no further than this .

oy -

The Minister for External Affairs has in effect offered no

apology in reply to the note of protest transmitted to him by

the Consul of France at Melbourne . He declared that the Consul-

element detrimental to the prosecution of the war, could not be
considered as retaining any offickl status after the withdrawal
of his exeguatur .

Moreover, it was specifically stated in this document
that in the absence of @ convention or international agreement

among the countries concerned, the Australian Government does not

allow to Consuls, even when they are in possession of their

exequatur, a personal immunity analogous to that enjoyed by

diplomatic representatives .




Without wishing to open a legal discussion on this
point, the French Government declares that it has been painfully

surprised at the circumstances in whieh the departure of the

P 2§

Consul-General at Sydney was effegted - circumstances which were

both offensive and contrary to the usages of international

k.

courtesy . The French Government, in requesting its Ambassador
in Washington to transmit to the Australian Government, through

the Australian Minister in the United States, a strong protest

_AAAFA

against the treatment meted out to Ii. Trgmoulet, has the honour
to ask for an explanation of the measures taken against this ‘
offigial representative . Until such time as explanationshave 4

been furnished by the Commonwealth Government, the French

Government considers that it will be unable to nominate a new
occupant of the poet of Consul-General at Sydney .

In apprising the Right “on. Richerd Casey of the abogve

M. Henry-Haye has the honour to reguest him to be so good as to
inform his Government of the seriousness with which the French
Government regards the measures taken by the Commonwealth
authorities against its Consular representative at Sydney . The
French Government hopes that a full explanation will be given
by the Australian Government as soon as possible, so that the
traditional friendly relations between the two countries may not
remain impaired .

M. Henry-Haye is pleased to take this opportunity
of assuring the Right Hon. Ribhard Casey of his highest

consideration .




WAW.GP

CANBERRA A.C.T.
1st April 1941,

Sir,

With reference to your letter No. 10 of 7th Maréh
1641 regarding the departure of M, Tremoulet from Sydney on
that day, I have the honour to inform you that I am advised
that your statement that Mr, Tremoulet was followed up the
gang-way by a member of the Hilitary Police and a Policeman
both in uniform is incorrect,; and thet in fact no uniformed
person followed M., Tremoulet, the only uniformed personnel
in the vieinity of M. Tremoulet being the Passports Guard
which was on the wharf,
It would thus appear that some misapprehension has
occurred regarding this matter. |
Ihnoth.ﬁhmuhh.
YWM“MQ

¥inieter for External Affairs.

e
ad

The Consul in Charge
Consulate-General

S
L
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DRAFT TELEGRAM TO AUSTRALIAN MINISTER, WASHINCTON.

Dated:

4439

A,

No.

My telegram 430, last paragraph.

LI

Military

ep—— e =

authorities advise Tremoulet was not followed up gang-way

— — —

by uniformed 9££1333§ and photograph proving this is held.

—

Only unifprmed personnel in vicinity was Passports Guard
on the wharf., Fgr 2 n
p

ey ud
8):3

3/ «3—/?‘/}--




‘DRAFT LETTER TO CONSUL IN CHARGE, FRENCH CONSUIA TE-GENERAL, SYDNEY.

Sir,

With reference to your letter No. 10 of 7th
March, 1941, regarding the departure of M. Tremoulet from
Svdney on that day, I have the honour to inform you that iheuﬂ

om yo
me

oww advised/that your statement that M. Tremoulet was followed up

the gang-way by a member of the Military Police and a Policeman
both in uniform is incorrect, and that in fact no uniformed
person followed M. Tremoulet, the only uniformed pemonnel

in the vicinity of M..Tremoulet being the Passports Guard which

was on the wharf,

‘ftu:,l’/\mo




D.836 1221 FOR SECRETARY, DEPT. OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,
FROM ACTING SECRETAKY, DEPT. OF DEFENCE CO-ORDINATION.

S'E S RE T
YOUR ©S.406 — DEPARTURE OF TREMOULET FRO SM ++ FROM SYDNEY.
FQJCL.QHIRG ADVIGE 'HAS BEEN FURNISHED BY THE DEPABTHEHT OF TﬂE ARMY :-
biraiing :

"tJ'll..

BY AN OFFICER OF THE MILITARY POLICE AND A POLICEMAN BOTH IN
UNIFORM IS INCORRECT.  NO UNIFORMED PERSON FOLLOWED HIM.

EASTERN COMMAND HAS A PHOTOGRAPH TO PROVE THIS.

THE oumr UNIFORMED PERSONNEL IN THE VICINITY WAS THE PASSPORTS
GUARD WHICH VAS ON THE mr

DET./SG.++ DET./SGT. WILKES IN PLAIN CLOTHES AND ANOTHER
PLAIN CLOTHESE DETECTIVE FOLLOWED TREMOULET UP THE GANGWAY.''
MESSAGE ENDS 1226 29/3/41

RECD 0K




DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

CABLEGRAM. ;-

A

TOs
AUSTRALIAN MINISTER,

]
Dates 27th March, 19u1.
No. 430

For your information Tremoulet, ex~Prench
Consul Gencral, left Augtralia om 7th March for United States
snd Consorship discloses that French Ambascador st Washington
is being instructed to lodge a formal rrotest with you regording
certain events, On Caturday, 22nd Fsbrua Tremoulet was
arrcoted and taken to internment eamp. "o Monday
. test lodged with Minister for Rxternal Affaira who obtained
vliet's release enme day, Consul ia Melbournme protested
that agtion of Commonwealth suthorities in srresting Tremoulet
was violetion of prineciple of diplomatic and comsular immunity
and asked Tor apologies and reparation pointing out that his
Government could not fail to take strong view of case, which
wae »n offence to "pance and would lead to unfavourable
influence of future relations between Frence and Amgnlu. ;
we replied that following on withdrawsl of Tremoul ~t's Execuatur
latter could not be ugrua as having eny oficial stntus in
relation to Commonwealth Covernment, fecondly we pointed out
that his representation wes not diplomatic but eonsular and
concessions snd privilegee granted to Consuls are on basis of
reciprocity and not founded om well established principles which
apply in diplomatic ephere, As regarde nctual facts of case
we stated that action was fully juetified in the broad uttomi
interests irrespective of other grounds, Contimaed presence
af Tremomlet was causing embarrassment and resulting in
dissension in commnity at a time when unity wes necescary.
Orave doubte having arisen sp to whether Tremoulet intended to
. leave fustralia, it was decided he should be detained end upon
satisfactory assurances being received that he would leave by
next boat Commonwealth ordered his release,

For your own confidential information action
taken ageinst Tremoulet was taken by Military asuthorities
without reference to or knowledge of this Department and precise
reasons are still unknown to ue.

 Purther protest was received from Fpench
Consul that when Tremoulet left he was followed the gangway
by member of Military olice and civil policemen both in
uniform, Reply has not yet been to this protest
which hoe been referred to Military authorities for their advice.
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

CABLEGRAM.

506
TO:
AUSTRALIAN MINISTER,
HASHINGTON .
Date: 27th March, 1941.

No. 430

For your information Tremoulet, ex-French

Consul General, left Augtralia on 7th March for United States
and Censorship discloses that French Ambassador at Washington

is being instructed to lodge a formal protest with you regarding
certain events, On Saturday, 22nd February, Tremoulet was
arrested and taken to internment camp. Following Monday

rotest lodged with Minister for External Affairs who obtained
pemoulet's release same day. Consul in Melbourne protested
that action of Commonwealth authorities in arresting Tremoulet
was violation of principle of diplomatic and consular immunity
and asked for apologies and reparation pointing out that his
Government could not fail to take strong view of case, which

“was an offence to France and would lead to unfavourable

influence of future relations between France and Australia.

We replied that following on withdrawal of Tremoulet's Exegquatur
latter could not be regarded as having any official status in
relation to Commonwealth Government. Secondly we pointed out
that his representation was not diplomatic but consular and
concessions and privileges granted to Consuls are on basis of
reciprocity and not founded on well established principles which
apply in diplomatic sphere. As regards actual facts of case,
we stated that action was fully justified in the broad national
interests irrespective of other grounds. Continued presence
of Tremoulet was causing embarrassment and resulting in
dissension in community at a time when unity was necessary.
Grave doubts having arisen as to whether Tremoulet intended to
leave Australia, it was decided he should be detained and upon
satisfactory assurances being received that he would leave by
next boat Commonwealth ordered his release.

For your own confidential information action
taken against Tremoulet was taken by Military authorities
without reference to or knowledge of this Department and precise
reasons are still unknown to us.

Purther protest was received from French
Gonsul that when Tremoulet left he was followed up the gangway
by member of Military Police and civil policemen both in
uniform, Reply has not yet been sent to this protest
which has been referred to Military authorities for their advice.
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DRAFT TELEGRAM TO AUSTRALIAN MINISTER, WASHINGTON,

Dated: /

For your information Tremoulet, ex-French Consul

General left Australia on 7th March for United States gﬂg

—_

Censorship discloses that French Ambassador at Washington is

being instructed to lodge a formal protest with you regarding

i — —————————

certain events, On Saturday, 22nd February, Tremoulet was

arrested and teken to internment camp. Following Monday protest

lodged with Minister for External Affsirs who obtsined Tremoulet's

release same day, Consul in Melbourne protested that action of

———
Commonwealth authorities in arresting Teemoulet was violation of

principle of diplomatic and consular immunity and asked for

apologies and reparation pointing out that his Government could

not fail to teke strong view of case, which was an offence to
—— — o —

France and would lead to unfavoursble influence of future relations

——

—

between France and Australia, We replied that following on
_-———'_"-— e —— e— .

withdrawal of Tremoulet's Exequatur latter could not be regarded

as having any official status in relation to Commonwealth

e

Government, Secondly we pointed out that his representation
i s < ps
was not diplomatic but consular and concessions and privileges

granted ﬁg_Consuls are on basis of reciprocity and not founded

—

on well established principles which apply in diplomatic sphere;,

— — — p—

As regards actual facts of case, we stated that action wagfully

Justified in the broad ﬁ;¥i0n31 interests irrespective_g{_othor

grounds, Continued presence of_E;EEEEIgzﬂwas causing embarrassment

— —— —

and resulting in dissension in community at a time when unity was
I— e —— ——

necessary, Grave doubts having arisen as to whether Tremoulet

intended to leave Australia, it was decided he should be detained

s r——
———

and upon satisfactory assurances being received that he would

—

leave by next boat Commonweslth orderﬁhia release,

——— s

For your own denfidential information action taken

e

—

against Tremoulet was taken by Military Authorities without

—— s & 4
reference to or knowledge of this Department and precise
e
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reasons are still unknown to us,
— e ———— e ——————————— p—

——

Further protest was received from French Consul that
———— e ————— a—

— g — —

when Tremoulet left he was followed up the gangway by member of

Military Police and civil policemen both in uniform, Reply
AL T WELER N e——

has not yet been sent to this protest TMX has been referred

to Military Authorities for their advice,
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TELEPRINTER MESSAGE TO SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
CO-ORDINATION, FROM SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF EXTZRNAL AFFAIRS.

My memoranda 1ith and 20th March regarding

departure of Tremoulet from Sydney. Would be glad of advice
as to nature of reply which should be sent to the French

Consul on this matter.

o
C—

&w\
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TELEPHONE :

CENTRAL 7185. COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. m ARMY
DEPARTMENT OF DERENXE

. No. %m i ¥ 77

MELBOURNE, S.C.1.

SECRET

MEMORANDUM for:=-

The Secretary,
Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Jean TREMOULET.

The following information which has been recelved
from Eastern Command regarding the future movements of M.
TREMOULET is forwarded. The informetion is probebly in your
possession but is supplied in case it has not been received

by youi-
» Departure 8.8, "Mariposa" 7 Mar 41.
Arrive Los Angeles 24 Mar 4l. »
Arrive San Francisco 25 Mar 41l. v
In San Francisco to stay at "Hotel Francis" for
approximately one week. s

From San Francisco to Los Angeles where reservatlons
have been made at the "Biltmore" epproximately 1 Apr.
41. . :

From Los Angeles by 'plane to Mexico City, arriving
approximately 10-14 Apr 41, where he will stay at the
"Hotel Reforma" for about three weeks.

Thence he has made & tentative booking to fly via
Brownsville to New Orleans and on to Washington,
where he will stay at the "Mayflower".

In Washington a room has been reserved for his
housekeeper, Mlle. Despeyroux, at the "Burlington"
near the French Embassy and in New York at the
"Waldorf Astoria'.

Tremoulet anticipates receiving instructions
in New York concerning his departure for Lisbon, for the
purpose of conferring with the authorities at Vichy with
regard to a future appointment.” 3

(Je T Fitzgiald) .

Segretary.
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A-C.T., aom umn’ 19‘1.

MEMORANDUM to -

The Secretary
Departun{ of Yefence Co-ordination.

I refer to my memorandum of lith March
forwarding copy of a letter received by the Minister from
the Consul in gharge of the French Consulate General in
gul‘trﬂil regarding the departure of M.Tremoulet from

m,.

As in all circumstances of this case
¥.Lancial's letter was not imrediately acknowledged, I
should be glad to receive your earliest advice as to the
nature of the reply which should be sent to his
communication.

Secretary.

W k\mj“ N\




8ir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of
your further letter, No. § of 3rd March 1941, regarding
the case of M, Trémoulet.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your obedient servant,

Midister for External Affairs.

Charles Lancial, Esq.,
Acting Consul-General of France,

341 Geo m Street,




CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE Sy, i AT GR 19 41

AUSTRALIE

—_—

Ne 10

Sir Frederick Stewart,
Minister for External Affairs,

CANBERRA.A.C.T,

Sir,
M. Trémoulet left Sydney this morning by the s.s.

"Mariposa". He went up the gangway followed by a member of

the military police and a policeman, both in unlform. The

Member of the military police had foiIEEEE‘HTE"ETép by step
all the time he was on_gﬁé wharf. big
/—'——— - -
I raise a protest avalnst this ‘last and quite unnecessary

indignity inflicted on M. Trémoulet, who, in spite of the with-
drawal of his exequatur, remains as I have already pointed out,
a Consul General of France, a high official of the French Govern-
ment .

Coming after his arrest and transportation to an interngent
camp, for which no apologies have been expressed, this last
action seems to show that the Australian authorities have been
determined to take no account of the feelings of homour of the
French natiom.

In such conditions, I fai) to see the purpose of the hope
expressed in your letter of the 27th February, on behalf of the

Commonwealth Government that "the traditional friendly relations

between France and Australia will remain unaffected",

I have the honour to be, hquuhhgsﬁ (%

Sir, {_ f M’

,
Copy to Defence Co-ord. . % yesdin e ﬁ%
(by directlon f‘or Pavour YO‘J.I Obedlent Servant, ﬂ{j( /

early adv/0 11/3/41. o il u,,,---é

Ch. Lancial
Acting Consul General of France, MJ




’ GEORGE R.I,.

(L.S.)

GEORGE THE SIXTH, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN, IRZLAND AND THE BRITISH DOMINIONS BEYOND THE SEAS
KING, DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, EMPEROR OF INDIA, &C., &C., &C.,

TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COMRE, GREETING'

WHEREAS by the grant of Our Exequatur on the Sixteenth day
of September One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-seven, We have
recognised and approved of Monsieur Jean Gabriel Henry Marie
Trémoulet, a citizen of the French Republic, as Consul-General of
the Ffench Republic at Sydney, for the Commonwealth of Australia

AND WHEREAS, for divers good causes and considerations Us
thereunto moving, We have deemed it expedient no longer to
recognise the said Jean Gabriel Henry Marie Trémoulet as
Consul-General of the French Republic as aforesaid, and further
to withdraw the Exequatur heretofore granted to him: NOW KNOW YE
that we do hereby declare order and direct that the said Jean
Cebriel Henry Marie Trémoulet shall henceforth no longer be
recognised as Consul=-General of the Prench Republic, or permitted
to perform any duties or act in any respect as such Consul-General
within Our dominions, and that Ve do hereby withdraw accordingly the
Exequatur heretofore granted to him,

GIVEN at Our Court of Saint Jame's the Fifth day of
December in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and
Forty and in the Fourth Year of Our Reign. \N§*}

BY HIS MAJESTY'S COMMAND,
CRANBORNE .,




‘cgﬂsg GENERAL DE FRANCE Sydney, le...... 3rd March, 1941
N AUSTRALIE

—e—

Ne 5 ' .‘1;,

Sir Frederick Stewart,
Minister for External Affairs,

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 27th February.

I regret to see that no apology whatever is expressed in
relation to the arrest of M. Trémoulet and the indignities to
which he, a high official of the French Government, has been
subjected - M., Trémoulet, moreover, is a disabled ex-soldier of
the last war - . Your letter, on the contrary, states that the

Commonwealth Government was fully justified in the action it

took, that in its view it was necessary to take the action it did.
I shall leave those statements to the appreciation of the

French Government.

As to the assertion that "grave doubts had arisen as to
whether M. Trémoulet actually intended to leave Australia despite
the arrangements made for his departure", I am afraid this assert-
ion can be made only through disregarding some definite facts.
The Commonwealth Government was aware of a2 telegram sent on the
21lst February, the day before his arrest, by M. Trémoulet to the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, advising it of his departure
at the beginning of March. On the same day M. Trémoulet had a
conversation by telephone with Dr. Wynes, of the Department of

External Affairs in Canberra, in which he assured him of his
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departure by the next American boat, adding that he waﬁ’%oing
to pay on the following Monday the passage moneys to the Matson
Line. If the words of M. Trémoulet were put in doubt, it would
have been easy for the Departmeﬁ% of EXternal Affairs to ascertain
their accuracy by getting in touch with the shipping line. More-
over, if M. Trémoulet has not left Australia sooner, it must be
remembered that he had to wait for instructions and that hind-
rances were put by the Commonwealth authorities in the way of
his communicating with the French Government.

It is also stated that "it was decided that he (M. Trémoulet)
should be detained until he could leave Australia". This state-
ment does not fit quite well.with the fact that, contrary to the
promise made to him by Colonel Powell, M. Trémoulet was not taken
on Monday from the camp to Sydmey in order to pay his passage, thuf
, ‘exposing him to the risk of losing his reservations. This state=-
ment does not fit either with the intention expressed by the
Military authorities to transfer M. -Trémoulet to the Orange Interns
ment. camp, some 150 miles away from Sydney.

As regards the matter of consular immunity, I note the

peculiar view held in this respect by the Commonwealth Govermment.
My representations to obtain suitable apologies having failedl
further action rests with the French Governmenmt, which will judge
whether the traditional friendly relations between Austrslia and
France will remain unaffected by the present occurrence.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient .servant,
mawq'@(.

CQarles Lancial
Acting Consul General of France.
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TRANSLATION

DIPLOMATIE VICHY
I sent you on the 24th February a telegram which was not forvarded,

This telegrm vas informing you that M. Trémoulet had been arrested.
Here are the essential features of the incident : on Saturday 22m
during the night, M. Trémoulet was arrested at his residence, without u
any reasom being givem, by the Military authorities,and takem to en
intermment camp where are Italian and German subjects. Informed on
Sunday by M. Clémentel, I came to Sydney on Monday and saw the Hinister
for Exfernal Affairs, with whom I lodged an emphatie protest, :oquonttuﬁ
the relesse of l; Trémoulet and suitable apologies. I represented that
if 1% were cufficient for o Goverament to withdraw a Consulfs sxequatur
to be justified in laying hands on him without warning, the principle
of consular immunity heos only an illusory values. Dgspite the with-
drawal of the exequatur, M Trémoulet remained = Gonsul General of France|
and his arrest constituted am offencé to our country. Such an action
could mot but influemce in a most unfavoursble manner the relatiom bege

tveen France and ‘ustraliae The Minister stated he knew nothing of
the affair and I must acknowle dge that he worked actively to obtain
the release which took place on the same evening.

On the same d=y, Monday, appesred im the three Sydney dailies a
parag-raph which, if it did not say that M* Trémoulet had been arrested,
announced that he was under police auporviéiaa. I obtained from the

Minister of BExternal Affairs that he would issue a statement to the
press, denying the latter point; this statement however was published

only by one paper.

On the other hand, the authorities lifted the prohibvition against
the transfer of certain articles of furniture of M; Trémoulet.

This 4s all the satisfaction that has been given.

In nis reply to my note of protest, the Minister of External '"ffairs
expresses no apologies. On the contrary, he states that the Augtralian
Govermment was fully justified in arresting M; Trémoulet for reasons
of broad national interest; his continued presence in Australis constitu.




{
Wed an element of dessension detrimental to thorpxumuu of the

o1 Mapretal
war., Moreover, in thn absence of conventi f the Commomwealth Governm-

mnt recognises for 'Co 8y, even in possession of thei:r

woallllyo ¥4 s
Oxequltu. no personal immunit Lastly, 'the Govermnment expressed

- hope that traditional friendly relations between the two countries
: .
| should not be affected.

I have answlred that I leave those statements to your appreciattén.

My endeavours to obtain apologies having failed, further action remains

. with you.
FNothing justifies indignity inflicted on M. Trémoulet.

I should be obliged if you will acknowledge receipt of the present
communication.

! M+ Trémoulet has deft Australia , bound for the United States.
| He ascended the gangway followed by two police officers in uniform,
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DIPLOMATIE VICHY,
Je vous ai edressé 24 février un télégramme qui n’a pas été transe
mis. Ce télégramme vous faisait connaftre que M. Trémoulet avait
été arrdté,

Voici essentiel de 1'incident ¢ semedi 22 dans la nuit, M.
Trémoulet fut arrx8té & son domicile, sans raisons formulées, pax
asutorité militaire et conduit dans camp concentration ol se trouvent
sujets italiens et allemandse. Averti démarche par M. Clémentel, je
me rendis Sydmey et lundi, voyais Ministre Affaires Extérieures,

auprés de qui je protestais vivement demandant mise en liberté et
excuses approprides. Je fis valoir que s’il suffisait & un Gouverne
ment de retirer & un Consul son exequatur pour 8tre justifié i se
saisir sans avertissement de sa perconne principe immunité consulairg
n’avait plus que valeur illusoire. Malgré retrait exequatur i,
Trémoulet demeurait un Consul Général de Francebt son arrestation
constituait injure & notre paysj cet acte me pouvait qu’influencer
trés défemorablement relations entré France et Australie. Le
Ministre me déclara ignorer tout de 1’affaire et je dois reconnaftre
qu’il s’employa activement pour obtenir libération qui eut lieu le
soir m@me. Ce m@me jour,lundi,parurent dans les trois journaux de
Sydney un entrefilet qui s#’il ne disait pas que M. Trémoulet wmvait
été arr8té annongeit qu’il étailt sous surveillance police. J'obtins
du Ministre Affaires Extérieures qu’il fit déclaratiom & la presse
démentant ce dernier point: cette déclaration toutefois ne fut
publide que par un seul journal.

D’autrepart, les autorités levdrent prohibition & sortie certains
objets mobiliers de M. Trémoulet.

L& se bornent satisfactions données. Dans sa réponse & ma note
de protestation, Ministre Affaires Extérieures n’exprime aucune

excuse. Au contraire, il décdire @ouvernement australien était
pleinement justifié & arr8ter M., Trémoulet pour raisoms large intéret
nationaly continuation de sa présence en Australie constituait

élément dissension nuisible & poursuite guerre; le Gouvernement




regrettait d'avoir eu & prendre cette mesure. Jin outre, en
1’absence de conventions, Gouvernement austfalien ne reconnait

aux Consuls frangeis, en possession m@me de leur exequatur, aucune
immunité persomnelle. Enfin Gouvernement exprimait espoir que
relations traditionnellement amicdles entre les deux pays ne
seraient pas affectées,

J’at répomdu que je vous laissals soin d’apprécler ces
déclarations; mes efforts pour obtenir excuses ayant échoué,
action ultérieure vous appartenait.

Rien ne justifie traitement indignef infligé M. Trémoulet.

Je vous serais reconnaissant m’accuser réception de présente
communication.

M, Trémoulet a quitté 1’Australie, direction Etats Unis. I3

a monté la passerelle suivi de deux policiers en uniforme,

LANCIAL




DRAFT ! LETTRR TO M. LANCIAL.

Sir’

With reference to your conversation with me today
in which you enquired whether I would be prepared to authorise
the release of a telegram from yourself to your Government
regarding M, Trémoulet, I have the honour to inform you that
questions relating to the release of overseas telegrams are,
as you are no doubt aware, primarily a matter for the Censoralﬁﬁ
and that it would not be appropriate for me to grant any such

authority.

~

So far as the particular telegram in question is
concerned, I would suggest that you lodge it in the ordinary
way for transmission, The questin of its release or other-
wigse would then be considered by the Censorship authorities.

If those authorities should decide to refer the matter to me
or to my Department I can assure you that your representations
will receive full consideration, but you will appreciate that
for the reasons already mentioned, the decision is primarily
one for those authorities.

I have the honour

[5(1%’1 ete.
I




DRAFT LETTER TO M. LANCIAL,

sir,

With reference to your conversation with me today
in which you enquired whether I would be prepared to au thorise
the release of a telegram from yourself to your Government
regarding M. Trémoulet, I have the honour to inform you that
questions relating to the release of overseas telegrams are,
as you are no doubt aware, primarily a matter for the Censor-
ship Awbbewibies, and that it would not be appropriate for me
to grai:t any such authority.

So far as the particular telegram in guestion is
concerned, I would suggest that you lodge it in t he ordinary
way for transmission. The question of its release or other-
wise would then be considered by the Censorship dnthorities. @

DE o620 0 n.

orit;,o/Zauld

LI'D decide torefer tr_l{e, matter to me or to my ;)epar ejn)\/ni
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regarg ng, the-\teleg/ram unless rahiB,

..'t, considération #i1l ke given to the représentations 'h_‘h 5
oy have. made, but you appreciate that, for the reasons
X mentioned, the decision is primarily one for those authorities,

I have the honour,

ete.
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DRAFT LETTER TO CONSUL=IN-CHARGE, FRENCH CONSULATE~-GENERAL,
SYDNEY .

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledg peceipt of your

Ko &
further letter/of 3rd March, 1941, regarding the case

1 A IS - . o =
of M. Tremoulet’ >

In repAy thkreto, 0o ngt desire to ggdd/anything

to m etter ¢ »7th Februsfy on the”q o on

I have®, eje”

el




SYDNEY,
7th March, 1941.

8ir,

i ilghédmhmﬂml tion with me

s in which you engquired whether I would be
ummmmlauotntﬂwrre-yo to
your Government regarding M, Tremoulet, I have the honour
to inform you that questions relating to the release of
mtdmm,ummmbubtm.
primarily matters for the Censorship Authorities, and that
it would not be appropriate for me to grant any such

Censorship Authorities., If those authorities should
;.uhhmt&?tmhnnt;‘q o
can assure you yonrr:ﬁl-h ons receive

full consideration, but you appreciate that, for the
reasons already mentioned, the deeision is primarily one
for the Cemsorship Authorities.
I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your Obedient Servant,

Minister for External
Affairs.

Aeting Consul-General of France
341 George Street, "
SYDNEY,

/ ._ ) L / i W.P(LU
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TELEPHONES—

F. 0444 (13 Lincs) Commonmealth of Australia
Bepartment of Befence

IN REPLY YLEASE QUOTE
H.M.A. NAVAL ESTABLISHMENTS,

SYDNEY, drd March, 19 4l.

Dear Colonel Hodgson,

I understand that your Department has been
closely consulted with regard to recent action with
M. Tremoulet. It is possible, though, that the attached
Censorship reports have not come your way. They are
actually of earlier date than the information I passed
to you on Friday last, but I got that away myself in
rather a hurry.

You will recall that when we were discussing
the possibility of an External Affairs representative in
Sydney, one problem was the location of such an officer -
if he were working with one particular Service it might
arouse something akin to jealousy in others. The
Censorship Office might provide a suitable "neutral”
headquarters for such an officer and might furnish you
with considerable information.

Yours sincerely,
-;_,/'VL’—"—*:'

Colonel W.R. Hodgson,
Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA.
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SECRET COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
H.M.A. Naval Establishments,
Censorship 0ffice,
NCLO SY/I 424/41 SYDNEY, 24th February, 19241.

THE STAFF OFFICER (INTELLIGENCE),
GARDEN ISLAND,

SUBMITTED: For your information:-

Text of a French Consular message sent by Diplomatie,
Vichy to French Consul, Sydney, dated 16th February, 1941,
received at Sydney on 19th and decoded on 20th February:

Translation:-
NO. 11 I REPLY TO YOUR TELEGRAM No. 4

TO YOUR TELEGRAMS 114 TO 116 RECEIVED FROM THE CHANNEL

OF OUR AMBASSADOR AT TOKYO, MY PREDECESSOR HAD REPLIED

BY THE SAME ROUTE ON 7TH FﬁBRUARY CONFIEMING TO YOU THAT
YOU SHOULL HAND OVER THE (CONSULaR) SERVICES TO M. LANCIAL,
DETACH?M. CLEMENTEL TO MELBOURNE AND RETURN NOT BY SINGA-
PORE SINCE YOU SAW OBJECTIONS TO THAT BUT BY BATAVIA WITH
M. PUAUX.

THE LATTER HAVING LEFT HIS POSITION UNDER THE CONDITIONS
INDICATED BY YOU TO GO TO NEW CALEDONIA IS DISMISSED.

YOU SHOULD NO LONGER TAKE YQURSELF TO BATAVIA AND SHOULD
RETURN DIRECTLY TO FRANCE VIA SAN FRANCISCO.

M. LANCIAL WILL TAKE ANY NECESSARY ACTION SO FAR AS HE
IS CONCERNED FOR THE RECOVERY OF DOCUMENTS AS SOON AS YOU
SHALL HAVE HANDED OVER THE SERVICE TO HIM.

I DO NOT INSIST ON THE DESPATCH OF M. CLEMENTEL TO MELBOURNE
IF YOU YOURSELF AND M. LANCIAL DO NOT CONSIDER THE CLOSING
OF THE CHANCELLERY THERE INCONVENIENT.
KINDLY ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THIS TELEGRAM",
It is reported that M. Tremoulet has been taken into
custody by orders from Army Headquarters.

(sgd.) E. BROWN
(Copy to D.N.I.) For N.C.L.O.
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CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE LTW Sydney, I 5th March

EN AUSTRALIE

Dt

Ne §

Colonel W.R.Hodgson,

Secretary,

Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA.A.C.T.

Sir,

I thank you for your courtesy in sending
me, enclosed in your letter of the 1lst March, copy
of a press statement as issued by the Minister for
External Affairs.

I have noticed that the statement was
published only in the "Sydney lMorning Herald" ; it
did not appear either in the "Daily Telegraph" or
in "The Sun", whigh papers had, both of them, given
more prominence /t;e reports circulated about M.
Trémoulet.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

MMM‘

Charles Lancial
Acting Consul General of France.

1941




GEORGE R.I.
T~ (L.8.)
GEORGE THE SIXTH, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN, IRFLAND AND THE BRITISH DOMINIONS BEYOND THE SEAS
KING, DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, EMPEROR OF INDIA, &C., &C., &C.,
TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING'

WHEREAS by the grant of Our Exequatur on the Sixteenth day
of September One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-seven, We have
recognised and approved of Monsieur Jean Gabriel Henry Marie
Trémoulet, a citizen of the French Republic, as Consul-General of
the French Republic at Sydney, for the Commonwealth of Australia

AND WHEREAS, for divers good causes and considerations Us
thereunto moving, We have deemed it expedient no longer to
recognise the said Jean Gabriel Henry Marie Trémoulet as
Consul-General of the French Republic as aforesaid, and further
to withdraw the Exequatur heretofore granted to him: NOW KNOW YE
that we do hereby declare order and direct that the said Jean
Gabriel Henry Marie Trémoulet shall henceforth no longer be
recognised as Consul-General of the French Republic, or permitted
to perform any duties or act in any respect as such Consul-General
within Our dominions, and that We do hereby withdraw accordingly the
Exequatur heretofore granted to him,

GIVEN at Oar Court of Saint Jame's the Fifth day of
December in the Year of Our lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and
Forty and in the Fourth Yesr of Our Reign,

BY HIS MAJESTY'S COMMAND,
CRANBORNE , LEM
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CANBERRA, 4.C.T.
6th H.m| 1941.

Dear Commander Wilkinson,

28th Febru= . i y::l“' ,whah“‘{n:f
ry regarding recent happen

in conneetion with one of te former members of

the Consular Corps in Sydney.

The action taken in connection
with the gentleman in question was taken without
reference to or the knowledge of either my Minister
or this Department. However, the Einister, upon
receiving advice ag to what had d, Look
immediate stepe to obtain his release. 48 you
may be sware, all arrangements have been made for
him to lesve Australia this week.

Yours sincerely,

L

Commander A.¥. ¥1lkinson,
Office of the Cormodere-ineCharge,

*




Commander A.W. Wilkinson,

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

CANBERRA, A.C.T.
Sth I.“E&I‘Ch’ 1941 L]

Dear Commander Wilkinson

I thank you for your letter
of 28th February regarding the recent happenings
in connection with one of the former members of
the Consular Corps in Sydney.

The action taken in connection
with the gentleman in question was taken without
reference to or the knowledge of either my Minister
or this Departmen - - - -

stgﬁg;;ﬁg?é;ﬁ_&gi;ﬁ:—iﬁ._ However; the Minister,
up ng a protesity—immediTtery took the

matter up and eventually we wer e,to smooth

things ouE.  _fiuce ax

¥ 8 Mo,

: ar ’5:2f&ib~ﬂ""ﬁ

Office of the Commodore-in-Charge,

SYDNEY , N.S.W. % m W







OFFICE OF THE
COMMODORE-IN-CHARGE, SYDNEY

28th February, 1941.

Dear Colonel Hodgson,

It has come to my ears that most of
the Consuls in Sydney are more than a little upset
at what has recently happened to one who, though
perhaps discredited, is still regarded as a member
or late member of the fraternity. I understand
thet some form of official protest is contemplated,
though the one who let me know 1s understood to be
trying to smooth things out.

I know practically nothing about
these recent events. In any case, they have nothing
to do with the Navy. I can only pass it on
unofficially; it may be of some value to you.

Tt would be a pity if the gentleman
became a martyr.

Yours faithfully,

Y il




SYDEEY.
27th Februery, 1941,

Government in that capaecity.

As you are aware, His s on the advice
of the Commonwealth Government, wi that exequatur,
and on the 19th December, 1940, the Commonwealth CGagzette
amounced that M, et was no longer recognised as
Congul General for France in Australia., VWhile he
continued to remain in Australia he could not therefore
mummmnmmmn

on to the Commonwealth Govermment,

|
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ing
resulting in dissension in the commmity at a time when
wnity for the prosecution of the war effort was imperative.
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{CONSULAT GENERAL DE FRANCE Syingy, o 24ER Februasy, oL

EN AUSTRALIE

Sir Frederick Stewart,
Minister for External Affairs,

SYDNEY.

Sir,

On Saturday night, at eleven o’clock, four men,
two policemen and two military officers, called at the temporary
residence of M. Jean Trémoulet, Marlborough Hall, Roslyn Street,
Elizabeth Bay, arrested him and took him away to the Liverpool
Internment Camp, where he is now among Italian internees, sub-
mitted to the discipline of the camp, living in a hut and sleep-
ing on a straw mattress.

No charges have been preferved against him.

Although M, Trémoulet has been deprived of his exe-
quatur by the Commonwealth Government, he still remains a Consul
General of France, a high official of the French Govermnment’s
diplomatic and consular service.

The action of the Austtalian authorities is a violatiol

of the principle internationally admitted of diplomatic and
consular immunity. It is clear that if it were sufficient for
a Government to withdraw the recognition of a diplomat or the
exequatur of a Consul to be justified in laying hands on him
without warning, the principle of personal immunity would have
a purely illusory value.

For all these reasons, I enter the most emphatic

protest, in the name of my Government, against the arrest of

M. Trémoulet and the indignities meted out to him.




My Government, when acquainted with the facts,
cannot fail to teke the strongest view of the casej it con-
stitutes, indeed, an offence to France and it cannot be doubted
that the future relations between France and Australia will
be in consequence most unfavourably influenced - unless redress
is immediately made.
I formally request the release of M. Trémoulet with
suitable apologies and reparation.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Huaeeial

Charles Lancial
Acting Consul General of France.




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

SYDNEY,
26th February, 1941l.

My dear Acting Prime Minister,

I attach, for favour of your kind
attention, a memorandum and draft letter relating
to the intermment of M. Tremoulet, Consul General

of France,

Yours sincer ’ r¥/L

Minigster for External
Affairs,

The Hon. A. Fadden, M. P. 5
Acting Prime Minister,
Commonwealth Offices,
SYDNEY .

e el

M/LW
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

SYDNEY.
’ ' 26th February, 1941.

Fan

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of the 24th February in regard to the
detention of M. Tremoulet, and to inform you that the
Commonwealth Government has given careful consideration
to the representations and request you have submitted.

I would first point out that, although M. 4
Tremoulet is a member of the French Government's
diplomatic and consular service, his representation
in the Commonwealth of Australia was not diplomatic
but consular. As such he received the King's Exequatur
as a Consul General with jurisdiction over all the
Australian States, and was recognised by the Common-
wealth Government in that: capacity.

As you are aware His Majesty on the advice
of the Commonwealth Government withdrew that exequatur,
and on the 19th December, 1940, the Commonwealth Gazette
announced that M. Tremoulet—was no longer recognised zs
Consul General for France in Australia. While he
continued to remain in Australia he could not therefore
be regarded as having any official status whatever in
relation to the Commonwealth Government.

Even if the action in regard to the withdrawal
of recognition had not been taken, any submission that
M. Tremoulet would be entitled to immunity could not in
any case be acceptable to the Commonwealth Government.
Any concessions and privileges granted to Consuls are
on the basis of reciprocity and not founded on well
established principles as pertain to the diplomatic
sphere. or, example, as you are aware, Consuls do not

h3x3~5%e civil and criminal jurisdiction impygities
a embers of the diplomatic corps,jesese. »

S M
A
As regards the actual facts of the case in

question, the Cemmonwealth Ggver t was fully justi-
fied in the action it took em national interests,
irrespective of other grounds..aThe continued presence
of M. Tremoulet was not only causing great embarrassment,
but resulting in dissension in the community at a time
when unity for the prosecution of the war effort was
imperative.

Grave doubts had arisen as to whether M.Tremoulet
actually intended +to leave Australia despite the arrange-
ments made for his departure, and consequently it was .
decided he should be detained until he could leave Australia.







INTERNMENT OF M. TREMOULET, CONSUL-GENERAL
FOR FRANCE.

1. Attached hereto is copy of letter dated 24th February
from the Aeting Consul-General of France, requesting suitable
apologies and reparation for the internment of M. Tremoulet by

the Commonwealth Government on 22nd February.

2 The facts of this case briefly are as follows:-

After the defection of France, diplomatic relations
between France and England were severed, but all Dominion and
Colonial Governments allowed French Consular jurisdietion to
remain, Canada even retains diplomatic relations and there is
still a French Minister at Ottawa.

In Australia, the activities and talk of M. Tremoulet,
the Consul-General, were prejudicing the cause of the Free
French movement in Australis, he was causing dissension in the
French community, and his attitude was generally anti-British.

As a consequence, Cabinet decided to recommend to the
King that his exequatur be withdrawn, and on 19th December
the Commonwealth Gazette notified he was ho longer recognised

as Consul-General in Australia.

Se It is to be noted norequest was made to M, Tremoulet
nor to the Vichy Government for his actual departure from
Australia, but he was informed this would be advisable in the
circumstances,

He requested the Vichy Government for instructions,
but apparently owing to difficulties of communication these were
not fortheoming until the Commonwealth Government itself used the

channel of French Embassy and Australian Legation, Washington.

4y In the meantime, M. Tremoulet prepared for early
departure from Australia. This Department, in close co-operation
with Military Intelligence, the Commonwealth Bank and the Treasury,
made decisions in regard to his bank balances, payment of fares,

and furniture to be taken.

T T, I S I 1 S
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2

Arrangements for his departure to America on 7th
March had all been completed, he had purchased his fares, he
had been assured of safe conduct and had handed over the

Consulate-General to his successor, M, Lancial,

5 Without reference to the Minister for External
Affairs or the Military Intelligence, War Cabinet decided that
M. Tremoulet should be interned until his departure from
Australia,

Presumably it acted on some fresh evidence of his
activities, which must have been considered so grave as to
Justify his detention a fortnight before his departure, although
all the available evidence of the previous six months in the
possession of the Departments did not warrant so grave a step.

In view of the requests of the British Government
to adopt a moderate policy towards France, to do nothing which
would weaken the determination of the French to resist further
German demands, I immediately raised the question of M, Tremouletsd
internment with the Acting Prime Minister and the Minister for |
the Army., As a result, he was released from internment on the
24th February,

6. In regard to the request for redress by the Acting
Consul-General on behalf of the French Government, it can be
said that Consuls have not the same immunity in international
law as diplomatists and their staffs. By recognised custom
and reciprocity they are, however, granted safe conduct,
concessions and privileges pertaining to the diplomatic sphere. |

We had ample evidence on which to intern certain of
the German and Italian Consuls, but they were all allowed to |
depart from Australia without the indignity of detention or
internment., |

As I see it, the order of the War Cabinet amounts to j

an act of State, which may have far reaching consequences, bhut

which no doubt can be justified in national interests on the |
1
evidence before it. ﬂ

=



Se

In the circumstances, I can only suggest a reply
on the lines of the attached draft, for any apology or
reparation following on the quick release, would be an

admission of unjustifiable action,




Ml.hn-n, 1941,
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WAW.GP

Tiet Harch 1541,
sir,
I have the honour to enclose herewith
el e for your information copy of & press statement as issued
by the ¥inister on 27th February regarding the position
of M. Tremoulet.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

et

Secretiary.

The Consul in Charge,
- French Consulste-General,
341 George Street,
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MELBOURNE .
19th February, 1941,

UNQFFICIAL.

Dear Mr. McClure Smith,

Adverting to telephone conversation
of yesterday, I am forwarding herewith summary
of action taken in connection with the departure
of Mr. Tremoulet from Australia.

Apart from what is contained in this
document I can assure you th.t no undue consider-

ation has been extended to Mr. Tremoulet.

Yours sincerely,

Hr. McClure Suith, ; v.(;
"Sydney Morning Herald", ' 16 - b QA
Pitt Btreet, :
SYDNET.




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

SYDNEY.
19th February, 1941.

MINISTER.

M. TREMOULET - LATE CONSUL-GENERAL FOR FRANCE.

I desire to inform you that in accordance with
your general instructions, arrangements have been
made for M. Tremoulet to depart from Australia by
the next boat to America, which it is understood will
leave within a fortnight.

His passages as far as possible are being
prepaid from his Australian funds, the balance of
the £4000being retained in Australia. He is being
allowed to take away with him only his money in
Dollars and Francs, amounting to approximately £860.

He is not being allowed to take away any
furniture purchased in Australia, but only such
furniture as he originally brought into Australia.

He is not recognised in any way by the Common-
wealth Government as having any consular jurisdietion,
and the Commonwealth Government refuses to take cognisance
of his point of view in certain disputes now in progress
relating to consular papers, moneys and strong room.

There is no ground whatever for statements
emanating from Free French sources to the effect
that the Commonwealth Government is making little
effort to ensure Tremoulet's early departure. We
know for a fact that he was supposed to proceed to
Indo-China, then this was cancelled and he was
without instructions from his Government. We endeavour-
ed to expedite the matter by cabling the Australian
Minister in Washington to ask the French Embassy there




to see that immediate instructions were forth-
coming from Vichy.

Tremoulet is still without instructions
as to where he is to proceed, but the Common-
wealth Government is insisting that he await
these instructions in America.




| TELEPRINTER MESSAGE TO SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,
o % FROM SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Date:

No
w Reference Tremoulet who is leaving Australia

next week. The Minister has decided that he be permitted %o
take with him all of hdis personal furniture with the exception of a
marble and 2 print which he is to leave in Australia for the
National Gallaries in Sydney and Melbourne respectively in
accordance with his previous suggestion. He is also to be
given a safe conduct.

Tremoulet also requested permission to take
with him statements of ascounts relating to the Consulate. I
told him there would be no objection provided that these papers
were inspected by an officer of the Commonwealth Government and
sealed by the latter. Would you instruct Eastern Command
accordingly.

The foregoing has been communicated by
telephone direct to Colonel Powell so that the necessary
action could be taken at once. You will no doubt confirm this
to Colonel Powell.

The Secretary
Prime Iiniater'a Department. 1

Referred for favour of transmission. )

Secretary,
Dept. External Affairs.
1/3/41.

C&/(mofﬁ T t}q[“‘ ({7Mé~7k e
PSTASERE

COPIES TO CUSTOMS DEPT. A
TREASURY DEPT.
in ¢/w prev. corres.

3.3.4W
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From: Tremoulet g
Frencﬁ Consul General,

Sydney.
To: Diplomatie,
Viechy.
LOd‘“‘ 5.50]3.!. 21/2/410

Released for Transmission: 22/2/41.

"5, REFERRING TO YOUR No,11 I WILL LEAVE AT THE
BEGINNING OF MARCH BY THE ROUTE THAT YOU INDICATE.

PLANCIAL WILL TAKE OVER AFTER MELBOURNE IS CLOSED,

"PLEASE CABLE NEWS OF FAMILIES LANCIAL FAURE CLEMENTEL
MORNAND TREMOULET AND ADVISE MY MOTHFR OF MY RETURN.

"THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT I mr)ncmum
REGARDING MY TAKING OUT PERSCHNAL BUT IS STOPPING ME
mmgmrnms (.} AWAY PART OF THE FURNI AND NON-PERSUNAL




SYDNEY.
19th February, 1941,

I desire to inform you that in accordance with
your general instructions, arrangements have been
made for M. Tremoulet to depart from Australia by
the next boat to America, which it is understood will
leave within a fortnight.

His passages as far as possible are being
prepald from his Australian funds, the balance of
the £4)D being retained in Austr.lia. He is being
allowed to tuke away with him only his money in
Dollars and Francs, amounting to approximately £860.

He is not being allowed to t:ke away any
furniture purchased in Austr:lia, but only such
furniture as he originally br t into Austr:lia.

He is not recognised in any way by the Common-
wealth Government as h ving any consular jurisdiction,
and the Commonwealth Government refuses to t ke cognisance
of his point of view in certain disputes now in progress
relating to consular papers, moneys and strong room.

There is no ground whatever for statements
- emanating from Free French sources to the effect
that the Commonwea th Government is making little
effort to ensure Tremoulet's early departure. We
know for a fact that he was supposed to proceed to
Indo-China, then this was cuncelled and he was
without instructions from his Government. We endeavour-
ed to expedite the mautter by cabling the sustralian
Minister in Washington to ask the French Embassy there

28
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to see that immediate instructions were forth-
coming from Vichy.

Tremoulet is still without instructions
as to where he is to proceed, but the Common-
wealth Government is insisting that he await
these instructions in America.
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] y ‘.RAFT IETTER TO M. J.TREMOULET, French Consulate-General,
341 George Street, SYDNEY.

Dear Sir,

With reference to my letter to6 you of 30th
January and telephone conversations between you and Dr. Wynes of
this Department regarding your departure from Australia, I confirm
the decisions of the Commonwealth Government conveyed to you by
Dr. Wynes on Friday last regarding your private funds and furniture.

As regards your private funds, t he decision of the
Commonwealth Government}ihat you be permitted to prepay your fares
as far as possible from your Australian funds and then to take with
you the 2091.43 U.S.A. dollars and 30,000 French francs of which
you have credits at the French Bank in Sydney.

So far as furniture is ¢ oncerned, you were informed
that the decision of the Commonwealth Government was that you should
be permitted to take with you only such furniture as you had bréught

into Australia. Consideration has been given to your further

sug-estion that you woudd—bBe—prepsred—be lcave in Australia for the
National

dustion of the war on loan to the/Galleries in Melbourne and
Sydney respectively a Dutch painting and a marble and take with you
the remainder of your furniture and effects. I regret that the
Commonwealth Government cannot see its way to avail itself of this
offer and to vary its previous decision.

I confirm also that it is the desire of the Commonwealth
Government that, as indicated by you, you will leave Australia for

the United States by the next American vessel.

Yours faithfully,

gl 1

o
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
‘»‘t:ﬂi s .I §

FOR _THE MINISTER.

Departure of former French Consul-General,
M, Tremoulet.

(1) On -30th January, M. Tremoulet, former French Consul=-
General, was asked by letter to indicate as soon as possible
his intentions in regerd to his departure from Australia. He
was also informed inter alia that he would not be permitted

to take out of the country a greater sum than reasonably
necessary to provide for his journey back to France. In
addition, he was told that the Commonwealth Government felt

it necessary to insist upon the prepayment in Australia, as
far as possible, of fares in connection with the journey.

In regard to furniture, a hint was given that it would be
reasonable for M. Tremoulet to dispose of his ecar and

furniture -as this would leave only his personal effects to

be taken by him from Australia.

(2) The Consul-General telephoned the Department this
morning (5th February) and raised questions regarding his
private means and furniture. On the first point he stated
that he was disappointed that he would not be permitted to
take at least his United States dollars and French francs
which he had in eredit in the French Bank in Sydney. He was
unable to see why he should be treated like the Italian
consuls who were enemy consuls. He requested, therefore, that
he be permitted to take with him not only enough for
travelling expenses, but also the dollars and francs. In
regard to furniture, he stated that he had not sold more than
a few pieces and wished to take it with him to the United
States.

(3) The External Affairs Officer in London, in reply to
en enquiry by this Department, advised that the United Kingdom
authorities were in agreement with the view of the Commonwealth
Government that the Consul-General should not be allowed to
take more Australian pounds than reasonably necessary for the
journey and that they would be inclined to let him take the
French francs as well. British Consuls-General formerly in
Algiers, Tunis and Casablanca, were permitted by the French
authorities to take their bank balances with them, but the
position was different as they had no large amounts in French
territory. French Consuls in the United Kingdom were permitted
to take sufficient sterling for the journey and their French
francs. Having regard to all the circumstances, a reasonable
course would seem to be to permit Tremoulet to prepay his fares
as far as possible from his Australian funds, and then to take
with him his dollars and francs, the equivalent of £850,in cash.
He has in fact £A.4,000, plus £600 in dollars and £250 in French
francs.

(4) Regarding furniture, the External Affairs Officer
advised that French consuls in the United Kingdom were, in
one or two cases, permitted to take with them their wife's
jewellery, but q%g%%égégﬁé%%gé_ygg‘%g%g‘ On this point, it
is suggested tha -Genera e permitted to take

his fyrniture with him. ( ")
o

\"
A /M. Tremoulet

o




M. Tremoulet also advised that he had made a
tentative booking on a Japanese ship but that he would now
prefer to go by the next American boat. He stated that if
the Commonwealth Government indicated that it would wish
him to depart within a given time he would do so. It is
suggested that M. Tremoulet should be informed that the
Commonwealth Government desires him to leave Australia by
the next American vessel.

5th February 1941l.

b




WAW.MS

A.C.T., 7& ’.m” 1“10

MEMORANDUM to -
The Comptroller-General,

I desire to inform you that M.Tremoulet,
former French Consul-General,will shortly be leaving
Australia, his exeguatur havi been recen withdrawn
by His Iq{u on reco tion of the Commonwealth
Government. In connection with M. Tremoulet's departure,
the following decisions have been made 3

(1) That he is to be permitted to pre-pay his fares
as far as possible from his Australian funds and
to teke with him certain dollars and francs of which
he has credits in the French bank at Sydney. Any
other monies are to remain in this country.

(2) Re ng furniture, the decision is that M.Tremoulet
11 be permitted to take with him such furniture
a8 he brought into Australia and no other.

It is understood that M.Tremoulet will be
leaving for the United States by the next American vessel.

The Departments of the Treasury and Army
have been advised, and I should be glad if you would arrange
for any approprin{- action so far as your Department is
concerned to be taken in conjunction with the Bastern Command.

Secretary.




WAW.MS

A.C.T., 7th February, 1941.

MEMORANDUM to -

The Secre tarz,

With reference to ;:ouou correspondance
regarding M.Tremoulet, former French Consul-General, I desire
to inform you that it has been decided that with ard tc
monies, M. Tremoulet is to be permitted to pre-pay his fares
as far as possible from his Australian funds and to ke with
him his do 8 and franes.

As regards furniture, the decision is that
M.Tremoulet shall be allowed to teke with him only such
furniture as he brought with him to Australia.

It is understood that M. Tremoulet will be
lmul:g Australia for the United States by the next American
vessel.

I shall be glad if the necessary action in this
matter can be taken accordingly.

The Departments of the Army and Trade and
Customs have been advised.

S‘Cﬂt.l"o




o S e R e e e

TELEPRINTER MESSAGE TO SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE
ARMY, FROM SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Reference M. Tremoulet. It has been decided that
with regard to monies M. Tremoulet is to be permitted to prepay
his fares as far as possible from his Australian funds and to
take with him his dollars and francs.

As regards furniture, the decision is that M.Tremoulet
shall be allowed to take with him only such furniture as he
brought with him to Australia. |

It is understood that M. Tremoulet will be leaving
Australia for the United States by the next American vessel.

The Departments of the Treasury and Trade and
Customs have been advised.

7.3.41.




A.C.T., 6th "m’, 1941.

With reference to Telegram No.62 from

the Burotu-g of State for Dominion airs regarding the

Consul-General, I desire to inform you that the
latest information which Was received by the Department of
External Affairs yeaterday from M. Tremoulet himself is that
De proposes to proceed direct to the United States by an
American vessel. So far as M. Pusux is concerned, he has
informed the Commonwealth Government that he is not taking
up his new post, but is Joining M. Sautot in New Caledonia.

If any information is received conflicting
with that set out above, you will be informed.

Yours fai thfully,

v Secretary.
W2l -

The Official Secretar
United nngdu High czﬁliod.omr,

CANBERBA, A.C.T.
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SECRETARY OF STATE . Sent 2nd Pebruary, 1941 .,
POR DOMINION AI‘AIRS, 12,6 a.m.
LONDON,. . Reeeived 3rd February, 1941,

Received through United Kingdom High Commiseloner,
No. 68, :

SECRET,

Addressed fto ﬁign Gomuiseioner Canberra No. 62,
Repeated to Governor, Singapore, No. 136,

Pleage see telegram Neo. 38 of 26th Jamuary from Governer
pf Straits Settlements to Secretary of State for Colonles, repeated
to Prime Miniaier, Commonwealth of Australia.

We think that permission for Tremoulet tc pass through
Singepore should not be granted unless no other route ie open
to him. Aﬁart from special securlty éonsiderations attached %o

| Singapore, it is our general pollci tc deny racilitiep to un-. /

friendly Vichy officials and to make thelr movenents as 1nconveqﬁsﬁ
and circultous as possible. Theee considerations appl& with :
less force to Puaux in view of his pro-Ally sentiments but 1t
is consideréd that even in his case it would be preferable ra:;
him to take enother route. Do Commonwealth Government agree?

Pleape repeat your reply to Governor of Straits Settlements,

Copy sent te Minr., and Dept. E.A. foi advice,
‘ : | i Interior
Def. Co-prd., Army.

4/2/41.

THE SECRETARY,
DEPT. OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS



£,
bt [
G
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‘'was also informed inter alia that he would not be permitted

WRH.Jjs

(1) On 30th January, M. Tremoulet, former French Consul- |
General, was asked by letter to indicate as soon as possible
his intentions in regsrd to his departure from Australia. He ]

to take out of the country @ grester sum than reasonably
necessary to provide for his journey back to France. In
addition, he was told that the Commonwealth Govermment felt
it necessary to insist upon the prepayment in Australis, as
far as possible, of fares in connection with the jormn
In regsrd to furniture, & hint wes given thaet it would
reasonable for M. Tremoulet to disposeof his ecar and
furniture as this would leave only his personal effects to
be taken by him from Australis.

(2) The Consul-General telephoned the Department this
morhing (5th February) and raised questions rding his
private means and furniture. On the first po he stated
that he was disappointed that he would not be permitted to
take st least his United States dollars and French francs
which he had in eredit in the French Bank in Sydney. He was
unable to see why he should be treated like the Italian
consuls who were enemy consuls. He requested, therefore, that
he be permitted to take with him not 031 < h for
travelling expenses, but also the deollars and nes. In
regard to furniture, he stated that he had not sold more than
; :: pieces and wished to take it with him to the United
tates.

(3) The External Affairs Officer in Lordon, in reply te
an enquiry by this Department, advised that the United Kingdom
suthorities were in agreement with the view of the Commonwealth
Government that the Consul-General should not be allowed to
take more fustrslisn pounds than reasonably necessary for the
journey and that they would be inclined to let him take the
French francs as well, British Consuls-General formerly in
Algiers, Tunis and Cassblanca, were permitted the French
authorities to take their bank balances with but the
position was different as they hsd no large amounts in French
territory. French Consuls in the United Kingdom were permitted
to take sufficient sterling for the journey and their French
francs. Having regard to 2ll the circumstances, & reasonable

course would seem to be rmit Tremoulet to prepay his fares
as far as possible from A
s dollars and francs WM&.
oty s P n rs and £250 ch
‘ﬂ"_ﬁﬁ_

(4) Regarding furniture, the External Affairs Officer

advised that French consuls in the United Kingdom were, in
one or two cases, permitted to take with them their -1!'.'.
ewellery, but everything else wes held. On this point, it
s s d that Consul-General be permitted to take

his furniture with him.

\*—1

/M. Tremoulet




M. Tremoulet also:radvised that he had made a
tentative booking on a Jepanese ship but that he would now
prefer to go by the next American boat. He stated that if
the Commonwealth Government indicated that it would wish
him to depart within a given time he would do so. It is
suggested that M, Tremoulet should be informed that the
Commonwealth Government desires him tec leave Australia by
the next American vessel.

5th February 1941,

.
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IN REPLY
QUOTE

! No. N.I.D. 194/123,
A 1344
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
& g
E'—“;‘)’(‘:‘{Esso NAVY OFFICE,
L e BRI A BREES, ; DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
""NAVY, MELBOURNE" MELBOURNE,
8ECRE'T, %CJ e
P 4 FEB 194
o091

MEMORANDUM FOR: -

The Secretary,
Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA., A.C.T.

I desire to inform you that information has been
received that the ex-Consul-General for France, M. Tremoulet,
has booked a passage in "ATUTA MARU" which is due to leave
Sydney for Japan on 10th ebruary.

2. There has been considerable gossip in Consular
circles regarding the degree of collaboration which existed
between M. Tremoulet before he relinquished office, and the
Japanese Consul-General. From varlous sources it was reported
that M. Tremoulet pald frequent and lengthy visits to the
Japanese Consul-General,

3. The wife of the Dutch Consul-General (Mr. Elink
Schuurman) 1s reported by a fully reliable source to have
stated that her husband had told her that he knew beyond
doubt that Tremoulet had despa tched secret messages to Vichy
through the Japanese Consulate-General in Sydney.

J}%%/f/gxé-r etarry.
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COPY of letter to M. Jean Tremoulet,
Consul General for France,
7 Wynyard Street,
SYDNEY .

12/12/40.
Sir,

I would ask you to please take note of the
following statement concerning you personally which
was unanlmously voted by the general meeting of the
Alliance Francdise on the 6th instant....

The members of the Alliance Francaise, united
together in a general meeting decided to take away
from M. Jean Tremoulet, Consul General of France, his
title of Honorary President because of the indifference
and negligence which he has shewn towards their association
since his arrival in Australia.




C-0 P X

From :- E. Doucet,
President of the Alliance Francaise, Sydney,

To e Marshal_Petain.
Dated 21/1/41.

; Sydney’

Dear Sir,

I have the honour to enclose a cdpy of a letter
which was sent to M., Jean Tremoulet by the Alliance
Francaise of Sydney,

M. Jean Tremoulet, whom I had to advise of the
unanimous vote of the general meeting of the Alliance
Francalse of which I am the President, has mad this a
Pretext to exercise mean vengeance against me personally
‘¢ refuces to pay me my returned soldier's pension in
spite of the order which he recived to this effect and
he 1s illegally withholding the sum which was sent him
for this purpose.

M. Jean Tremoulet pretends to see in the simple
statement which I made to him, a hostile attitude towards
your Government; that is an entirely gratuitous and false
interpretation.

The measure taken against M. Jean Tremoulet is
only aimed at him personally and not at his position.

Yours etc.
(E.Doucet) .
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5lst January, 1941.

LEORAIIDUN to

MM'OI the Treasury.

7ith reference to guv'lou corrcgpondence
regarding i, Tremoukt, former rench Consul-General, I

LI forvard th for your information and necessary
action coples of correspondence ltetween this Departuent
and M, Tremoulet. ‘

& I forward also copy of a memorandum which I
have addressed to the Department of the Army on the matter.




A«C.Tsy 3lst Jamuary, 1941.

to -

The Secre '
Dom‘g;tofmw.

With reference to SM.1084 of 28th J
your anuary,

W Ke t Consul-General,
I herewith for lntmuu and action
copies of a letter u&‘?ilh J from loth 1o the

Department and of my reply thereto dated 30th January.

In connection with the question of funds and
furai ture it recently came to the Mimister's notice that
I.thmmuumﬂom. (
I regard this information as not ut.octhr reliable, as it
came from M. Brenac who is intense stile to M. Tremoulet.)
It is possible that his intention t be to aveid the
of funds by taking his
note the suggestion in the last paragraph of sy eseics g8 Wi
stion ] Te
mumm.uumm«ﬁma
Government that Tremoulet shall not be permitted to take with
him any heavy furniture.

Acop{otthcmupommuum-m

the Department of the Treasury for apropriate actiom in
conjunction with the Bastern c-n.'

&



M. J .bhoul.t.

30th January 1941.

Dear Sir,

- with roferos:; to ou; letter to me in:f ‘nh.;nu-ry
1841 our conversations ydney regard your departure
frem Australiay I should be if you would let me know
nnuu_g:::niom ons in regard to route da
of dep .

ur

as
and date
In the meantime the points reised in your letter have
received consideration. The first query raised buu relates
umtlpuordomumchthco-mnﬁ ernment
would not wish you to take out of the country, and in rep
I would state t only such documents and papers
purely persenal nature should be taken by you.

as are

As to the money which you have im sustrelia, the
co-:.-uzth‘m.rrt has :a rdg. that it cannot m ite
woy permit you take out o country a grea sum
then is ressonably necessary to de for your journey
to France. Furthery in view of present necessity to
congerve dollar exchange in this country the Commonwealth
Government feels it necessary to insist upon the pu)ogm in
Australia as far as possible of fares in comnection with the
Journsy. I would be glad, thereforey if you would consult
direct on this question 'ith the Commonwealth Bank which is
awore of the decision of the Government.

So far as a safe conduct is concerned, a document of
this nature can be supplied if you conmeider it neces .
The isesue of such a document would mot require a specified
route to be followed.

I note your intentions to dispose of your car and
furpiture. This course would be reasonable and leave only
your perssnal effects to be taken with you from Australia.

Yours faithfully,

French Consulate-General,

341 m?%l‘tetp
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2¢JAN 1941

TELEPHONES ;

MXY 440. COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

CENTRAL 7185,

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.

No....C/H.4763 MELBOURNE, S.C.1.

18th January 1941,

C.L.0. (External Affairs),
Department of External Affairs,

CANBERRA. A.C.T,
FRENCH_NATTONALS

I attach copy of translations of telegrams from Presidents
of the Alliance Francais, Sydney, and the Returned Soldiers'
League of France, Sydney, both addressed to Marshal Petain of
Vichy, released by District Censor, 2nd Military District, for
transmission on my instructions, and in anticipation of approval
being given thereto by the Comptroller-General of Trade and
Customs, under the Trading with the Enemy Act, which has been
applied for,

S Cliiie
T i el GontrolleroofC/Postal and

& L]
f‘rw.(.az( - Telegraph Censorship

-pm'ﬁw-dlq ‘
@AMW"’L)
Ty

1‘.‘-(!‘
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

~

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERN AFFAIRS,

Canberra, 31st Japuary, 1941,

MENORANDUM to: /

/

The Secretary, //
Department of the Army. /

With reference to your SM.1064 of 28th January,
1941, regarding M. Tremoulet, fofmer French Consul-General,
I forward herewith for your information and necessary action
copies of a letter dated 7th January from Tremoulet to the
Department and of my reply théreto dated 30th January.

In connection with the question of funds and
furniture, it recently came/ to the Minister's notice that W&«
M, Tremoulet had been buying up antique furnitupe—ene—obher —
articles. It is possible that his intention might be to
avold the frestrictions regarding the withdrawal of funds
by teking his furniture and possessions with him. In this
connectjon you will note the suggestion in the last paragraph
etter. In regard to furniture, it is the intention
of thg Commonwealth Government that Tremoulet shall not be
permitted to take with him any heavy furniture.

A copy of the correspondence has also been sent
the Department of the Treasury for appropriate action in
conjunction with the Eastern Command,

/KW)

1 n‘-?r
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1 7JAN 1941

Tremoulet, ex-French Consul-General, m
to leave Australia sbout end of this month for France
via Amerieca. He desires to take all his private monies
amounting to £5,000, 2091 United States dollars and 30,000
French franes.  In-wiew of his past attitude e are not
disposed to permit him to take any more than regsonably
necessary back but would be glad if you would

A AL aAte /4

mtainA United Kingdom authorities information as
to treatment accorded to British Consular representatives

who were required to leave French territories.
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Copy/jr
Py/3 17 JAN 1941

Consulat General de France
Sydney.
7th January, 1941.

Colonel Hodgson,
Secretary,
Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA.  A.C.T.

Dear Colonel Hodgson,

Although I have not yet received any instructions
from my Government about my departure from Australia (for recent
cables, Nos. 125 to 128, have not reached me and may have
contained the said instructions), I have booked accommodation
provisionally on the Dutch plane leaving for IndoChina én
January 31st and on a Japanese ship leaving for Manila about
February lst. From Indochina it is likely that I shall go to
France via Ameriea through the Philippine Islands or Japan, in
which case my housekeepér Mlle. Marthe Despeyroux, aged 6, of
French nationality, would go direct from here to the United
States, probably by the first American ship leaving in February,
with my heavy luggage, and wait for me there. This is necessarily
very vague, but I should like, with the kind help of the Common-
wealth Government to prepare for my departure, more especially to
commence packing. I have spoken to Mr., Mitchell, the Collector
of Customs, who I think would like to send a member of his staff
to supervise the packing,. I have not the slightest objection to
this, as long as it guarantees me against any subsequent opening
of the cases on the wharf or elsewhere, with possible damage to
my furnituee and china, May I suggest in this respect that the
person chosen should understand and perhaps speak French, as my
housekeeper, who will help with the packing, knows very little
English, Could I also be told beforehand what especially,
perhaps in the way of documents, the Commonwealth Government
might not wish me to take out of this country, so that everything
can be smoothly carried out.

As to the money I have now in Australia, as the result
of my savings on my salary during three and a half years, it
amounts to approximately £Al,000, to which may be added another
£1,000 if I sell my car and a few pieces of heavy antique
furniture which I should prefer not to take away, so that it may
altogether be £,,500 or at the most £5,000, plus a credit at the
French Bank in Sydney of 2091.43 U.S.A. dollars and another credit
of 30,000 French francs. I understood from the Commonwealth bank
that as the franc is 'not quoted in Australia I could not be provided
with franes, but that there would be no material difficulty in
letting me have my money in dollars. This is , of course, the only
currency with which I should not have any trouble in providing for
the needs of a possibly long and uncertain journey back to France.

I understood from a statement made by Sir Frederick
Stewart, in Parliament I think, that I should be given a safe
conduct. I trust that the issue of such a document would not
require a specified route to be followed. No that I shouldhot
like to meet the Auws$ralian Government in this respect, but because

I really do: not ¥moW what the possibilities will be for me once I
have started.

Trusting that the foregoing is sufficiently comprehen-
sive to enable the Commonwealth Government to take the necessary
steps for my journey back, but remaining at your disposal if you
should wish any point to be clarified.

Yours sincerely,

\sgd.) Jean Trémoulet.




6, Ricimonp TeErRRrACE,
WHIiTEHALL,
Lonpbon, S.W. L

WH%ALL s422

CommonweALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
DerArRTMENT oF ExTERNAL AFFAIRS.

H.804, 13th December, 1940.

MEMORANDUM TO:-
The Secretary,

Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA.

French Consul-General, Sydney.

With reference to your telegram No.183 and
my reply No.l083, the following is a copy of the
insertion in the London Gazette of 10th December:-—

Exequatur of Monsieur Jean Gabrielle Henry
Marie Trémoulet, a-French eitizen, as Consul-General
of the French Republic at Sydney, Australia, with
Jurisdiction in the Fiji Islands, Gilbert and Ellice
Islands and the Solomon Islands has been revoked,
and the official rccognition accorded to him in his
consular capaeity has accordingly been withdrawn as

from 5th December, 194O.
i : ;




DRAFT TELEGRAM TO GOVERNOR OF THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS,
SINGAPORE.

pate: 44[1[kI

Noe.

Your telegram of 26th January. Our information
is that Puaux is not taking up consular sppointment but
joining Free French Movement in French Oceania. Tremoulet

will be granted visa and safe conduct,
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ePY. CJC.DS. ' H.33/1/53
® NEW SOUTH WALES.
- Premier's Department,
o SYDNEY,
/ ki 23rd January, 1941.
i 9‘3"’“ 41/188,
W

Dear Sir,

Wiith reference to your letter of the 2nd January regarding
the withdrawal of the recognition of M. Jean Tremoulet as
Consul-General of France, I now forward herewith copy of a
reprint from the New South Wales Government Gazette of the 17th
instant containing a notification of such withdrawal so far as
this State is concerned.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) J. W. FERGUSON.

Under Secretary.
The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department,
CANBERRA, A.C.T.

* ACKNOWLEDGED - with thanks.

The Secretary,
Department of External Affairs.

Referred, by direction. A copy has not been sent to any
other Department.

Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department.

{94l

28 JAN




| Published in Government (Glazette No, 6 of 1Tth
Januwary, 1941.]

(168) Premier’'s Department,
Sydney, 14th January, 1941,

IN view af the revoeation by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment of the Exequatur issued in favour of M. Jean
Tremoulet and the withdrawal of his official recognition
as Consul-General of Franee for the Commonwealth of
Australia, His Exeelleney the Governor has now
approved of the withdrawal of such recognition so far
as the State of New South Wales is concerned.

ALEX. MAIR, Premier.




TELEPHONES ;

MXY 440. COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

CENTRAL 7185,

w064

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.

MELBOURNE, S.C.1.

28 JAN194]
MEMORANDUM for :

Se;:g:izgxént of External Affairs, S EC RET

CANBERRA. A.C,T.

M. TREMOUIET -~ FORMER FRENCH CONSUL-GENERAL

With reference to your teleprinter message No. 16 of
2 Jan., 41 regarding the prospective departure of Tremoulet
for Indo-China on 6 Jan., I desire to advise you that
information has been received to the effect that he has not
adhered to this arrangement, but changed his mind and now
intends to return to France via the U.S.A.

Up to 15th January no application had been made for
travel faclilities and it would appear that Tremoulet is in
no hurry to leave Australia,

In view of the previous conduct of this person, it is
considered that his continued presence in Australia is
undesirable and anything which might be done in the way of
ensuring his early departure would be appreciated by this
Department.

Would you kindly furnish me with your observations
in this connection.

. FITZGERALD)
cr s tarys







23rd January, 1941,

MEMORANDUM TO:
The Controller of Postal and

hhm:-“ :;h{& Army,

Thank for your memorandum (CH/E,S
ond h.:x: with which forwarded

of three grams relating to affairs of

French Consulates,

It is noted that the telegram from
French Consulate, Sydney, regarding the
Attache refers to telegrams Nos, 1 and 2 from
I assume that one of these is the i:i:r-hm
18th Jamuery, 1941, which you forwa to me b‘
m—nm&ntm/h of 21st January, 1941, but I
do not think that we have received the other. 4

I
this 48 s0 and a copy is available I should be glad
to receive it.

1

8

g

g

(u. & an |
C.L.0., (A)
MMWI
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»

b vty COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
CENTRAL 7185,

/‘

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.

No.CH/E. b MELBOURNE, S.C.1.

22nd January, 1941l.

CeL.0. (External Affairs),
Department of External Affairs,
CANBERFEA. A.C.T.

FRENCH CONSULATE.

For your information I attach:-

(1) Copy Tg. No.3 of 19/1/41 from Diplomatie,
Vichy to French Consul, Sydney.

(2) Copy Tg. No.4 of 19/1/41 from Diplomatie,
Vichy to French Consul, Sydney.

(3) Copy text of reply approved of by District
Censor, 2 M.D. for transmission.

Lﬁ“’@:\. /ﬂfﬁ(

. : Nt~
& .t L - M Controller of Postal and

Telegraph Censorship.

Lg,‘_ul
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FROM: DIPLOMATIE
VICHY,

T0: FRENCH CONSUL,
SYDNEY.

DATED AT VICHY: 19/1/41.
RECEIVED SYDNEY: 20/1/41.
PURPORT DISCLOSED TO CONSULATE: 21/1/41.

TRANSLATION: -

8. I RECEIVED ON 3rd. JANUARY YOUR REPLY TO MY
TELEGRAM No.130. YOU ARE CALLED BY ORDER TO FRANCE
AND SHOULD HAND OVER THE SERVICE OF THE CONSULATE GENERAL
TO M. LANCIAL. CLEMENTEL WILL TAKE OVER THE CHANCELLERY
OF MELBOURNE. M, PUAUX AND YOU WILL TAKE YOURSELVES
TOGETHER TO SINGAPORE WHERE YOU WILL PLACE BEFORE M, PINGAUD
YOUR DIFFERENCES, M, PUAUX WILL THEN REJOIN CANTON AND
YOU YOURSELF WILL RETURN TO FRANCE,




FROM: DIPLOMATIE,
VICHY.

TO: FRENCH CONSUL,
SYDNEY,

LODGED AT VICHY: 19/1/41.
RECEIVED SYDNEY: =20/1/41.
PURPORT DISCLOSED TO CONSULATE: 211/41

TRANSLATION:-

4., IN REPLY TO YOUR TELEGRAM No.2 PLEASE
COMPLY WITH THE INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY MY TELEGRAM
NOoe3e

S
>
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JAN SECRET &

SECRET . %

o v COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. s

CENTRAL 7185,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.

NoG/H. 4738 . MELBOURNE, S.C.1.
17th January, 1941
C.L.0 (External Affairs)

Department of External Affairs,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

FRENCH CONSULATE

The following is the translation of a telegram
sent by Mons. Tremoulet to the Vichy Government since
the Secretary of your Department phoned the District
Censpr, Sydney on 14/1/41.

"The Australian Government has just informed me

that thelr Minister at Washington is going to

advise our Ambassador of the withdrawal of my
exaequatur In order to enable you to make a

" decision with regard to me and to cable me your

instructions. With reference to my previous
communications I suggest that if you decilde

to recall me or to appoint me to another post M.Lancial
should take charge and consequently the Melbourne =
Office should be temporarlly closed."

L]

T,

/{VZZL/-(ﬁCLf(4£¢L4»1,._______,

Controller of Postal and
// Telegraph Censorshipe.

>
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DRAFT DESPATCH TO AUSTRALIAN nIquT%R WASHINGTON .

N
_.ﬁ-?::!

”6ﬁ My desr Minister,

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter (Personal and
Corfidential No. ©/41) of lst April, 1941, reporting your
informal interview with the French Ambassador during which the
latter handed you a written protest concerning the arrest in
Australia of M. Trémoulet.

In amplification of my telegrams 430 and 438, I am enclosing

copies of the correspondence between myself and M. Lancial on this
matter.

While I feel that it was unfortunate that M. Trémoulet was
arrested pratically on the eve of his departure from Australia, I
am—;%ggg;:tn add A ¢ towhat I have already conveyed to M.
Lancial in my correspomdence with him, The Commonwealth Government
does not propseto make any apology and I thln& thet in all the

circumstances the best course Pes—te
+£_LL4ﬁub4&&330+deé¢£4¢“11aaaz“a :?K/’“*iL

1 tha Donopebh—AmboSTo00T T2 Yy OU

e k]
T suggest that you take the line which ook in my letter of 27th
February, namely, that after the mwithdrawal of his exequatur, M.
Trémoulet ceased to be re ofnised as a Consul-General by the
Commonweslth Goverpm€nt and consecuently could not be regarded as

having any official St;;Zf and that the Commonwealth Government

considered that there aﬂ&ustlfle tio acti
7/, A ) W%Lﬂm éﬁ Z’:ﬁ?
. GV | e F R it vl mats
tj/féthe withdrawal of his exequatur in December, 1940, M. Trémoulet

continued in fact to céonduct the affairs of the Consulate General
until February.eed fhis fact caused considerable embarrassment and

difficulty to the Commonwealth Government which received represen-

tations from various sources, both private and official, for his

removal from the country.
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DRAFT. 9 _
g e
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REPLY BY HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER AT WASHINGTON TO NOTE OF PROTEST b
OF FRENCH AMBASSADOR. ]

With reference to the French Ambassador's note of protest
dated 31lst March 1941 concefning the detention of M..Tremoulet,
former Consul-General of France in Sydney, His Majesty's

o

Australian Minister has been instructed by his Government to"

inform M. Henry-Haye that(HisMzjesty's Govermment im the

Kes lieem grace
—eommonwea1%h-o£-Auainalia—hes—given—carefni)consideratioq(to the
representations made on behalf of the French Government.

Carn aAﬁJ(litxifgé “--n*

The Commonwealth Government is uneble—to—addanythHing

to the reply which has already been given to the French Consul at

Melbourne in reply to representations made by him in the matter

in February last. The Commonwealth Government,fer its part, can

only repeat that it was fully.justified in the action it took

in the broad national interest, quite apart from other grounds.

M. Tremoulet's continued presence in Augtralia after the withdrawal
N

of his exequatur was not only causing considerable embarrassment

but also resulting in dissquionin the community at a time when

unity for the prosecution of the war effort was an over-riding

consideration. In this connection the Commonwealth Government

would observe that despite the withdrawal of his exequatur in

4
December 19240 M. Tremoulet continued, in fact, to conduct the
-y
affairs of the Consulate-General until his departure from the country.

e
/.In
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,‘2,‘\_,1;.;[& --»{wl

In all the circumstances and in view of th%.doubt which had
%
arisen as to whether M.Tremoulet intended to leave Australia, it was
decided that he should be detained until he could leave the country.
Upon receiving satisfactory assurances regarding M. Tf%moulet's
departure from the French Consul the Commonwealth Government
immediately released M.Tremoulet.

While noting that the French Government is not desirous of
opening legal discussion upon the extent of personal immunities of
consuls, the Commonwealth Government, for its part reiterates that

n»ﬂmw}wdQJb
concessions and privileges granted to consuls are granted on a basis
N
of reciprocity and purely as a matter of courtesys The French
Government will(be well awarg)that such concessions and privileges
~
are not founded on the well-established principles of international
salaleny furtoming o 1 ot ol s
law I8 ~siptemeticpersonEges.
> J)
In any event, after the withdrawal of his exequatur M.Tremoulet could
not be regarded as having any of ficial status in relation to the
Commonwealth Government.

The Commonwealth Government has already expresses its regret
at the action which, unfortunately, it was forced to take, and can
only reiterate the hope that the traditional friendly relations

between France and Australia JE;ié remain unaffected by this incident.

Mr. Richard Casey takes this opportunity of assuring

M. Henry=Haye of his highest consideration.




INTERNMENT OF M. TREMOULET, CONSUL-GENERAL
FOR FRANCE.

1. Att.‘_hd hereto is copy of letter dated 24th February
from the Acting Consul-General of Franee, raguesting suitable
apologies and reparation for the intermment of M, Tremoulet by
the Commonwealth Government on 22nd February.

2. The faets of this case briefly are as followsi-
After the defection of France, diplomatie relations
between France and BEngland were severed, but all Dominjon and
Colonial Governments allowed Freneh Consular jurisdiction to
remain, Canada even retains diplomatic relations and there is
still a French Minister at Ottawa.

\ -

In Australia, the sctivities and talk of M. %y Asalet,
the Consul-General, were prejudiecing the cause of the n{ﬂ
French movement in Australia, he was causing dissension in the
French community, and his attitude was gcaex_'nlly anti-British,

As a consequence, Cabinet decided to recommend to the. -
King that his exequatur be withdrawn, and on 19th Deceunber the
Commenwealth Gazette notified he was no longer recognised as
Consul<General in Australia,

3. It is to be noted no request was made to M, Tremoulet
nor to the Vichy Government for his actual departure from
Austrel ia, but he was informed this would be advisable in the
cireumstances.

He requested the Vichy Govermment for instructions,
but apparently owing to difficulties of commnication these were
not fortheoming until the Commonwealth Government itself used the
channel of French Embassy and Australian Legation, Washington.

d. In the meantime, M. Tremoulet prepared for early

deperture from Aust~alia. This Department, in close co-operation
with Hilitary Int.lir'qmce, vt.ho Commonwealth Bark and the Treasury
made deotstons in régard to his bank balances, payment of fares, ’

and furniture to be taken. \& =

i S




Arrangements for his Jeparture to Amerie:
March had sll been completed, he had purchased his fare.,
been assured of safe conduct and had handed over the Consulate-
General to his nuiunr. M. Laneial.
Be Without refsrence to the Minister for External Affairs
or the Military Intelligence, War Cabinet decided that M.
Tremoulet should be interned until his departure from Australia.

Presumebly it acted on some fresh evidence of his
activities, which must have been cnsidered so grave as to
Justify his detention a fortnight before his departure, although
all the available evidence of the previows eix months in the
possession of the Departments did not warrant so grave a step.

In view of the requests of the British Government to
adopt a moderate policy towards France, to do nothing which would
weaken the determination of the French to resist further German
demands, I immediately raised the question of M, Tremoulet's

- internment with the Acting Prime Minigter and the Minister for
the Army. As a result, he was released from intermment on the
24th February.

8. In regard to the request for redress by the Aeting
Consul=Gennral on behalf of the French Government, it ecan be said
that Consuls have not the same immnity in international law as
diplomatists and theilr staffs, By recognised custom and
reciproeity they are, however, granted safe conduet, concessions
and privileges pertaining to the diplomatic sphere.

We had ample evidence on which to intern certain of the
German and Italian Consuls, but they were all allowed to depart
from Austraiia without the indignity of detention or internment,

As I see it, the order of the War Caebinet amounts to
an act of State, which may have 'rlr reaching consequences, but
which no doubt ean be justified in national interests on the
evidenee before 1it.

In the eireumstances, I ean only suggest a reply on
the lines of the attached draft, for any apology or reparation
following on the quick release, would be an admissiom of
unjustifiable action.
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Department of External Affai
Canberra, AT o ;
30th January, 1241.

Copy/!jr L O—vnran

Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter to me of 7th January,
1941, and our conversations in Sydney regarding your departure
from Austrelia, I should be glad if you would let me know as soon
as possible your intentions in regard to route and date of 1
departure. ¢

In the meantime the points raised in your letter fl
have received consideration. The first query raised by you %
relates to the types of documents which the Commonwealth Governmer
would not wish you to take out of the country, and in reply I
would state that only such documents and papers as are of a
purely personal nature should be taken by you.

As to the money which you have in Australia, the
Commonwealth Government has decided that it cannot see its way to
permit you to take out of the country a greater sum than is
reasonably necessary to provide for your Jjourney back to France.
Further, in view of the present necessity to conserve dollar
exchange in this country the Commonwealth Government feels it
necessary to insist upon the prepayment in Australia as far as
possible of fares in connection with the Jjourney. I would be
glad, therefore, if you would consult dir=ct on this question
with the Commonwealth Bank which is aware of the decision of the
Government.

So far as a safe conduct is concerned, a document of
this nature can be supplied if you consider it necessary.
The issue of such a document would not reaquire a specified
route to be followed.

I note your intentions te dispose of your car and
furniture. This course would be reasonable and leave only
your personal effects to be taken with you from Auctralia.

Yours feithfully,

W.R. Hodgson.

M. J.Trémoulet,
French Consulate-General,
341 George Street,
SYDNEY .




Conesulat General de France
Sydney.
7th Jamuary, 1911.

Colonel Hodgson,

Secretary,
Department of External Affairs,

CANBERRA . A.,C.T.

Dear Colonel Hodgson,

Although I have not yet received any instructions g
from my Government about my departure from Austrelia (for recent
cables, Nos., 125 to 128, have not reached me and may have
contained the said instructions), I have booked accommodation
provisionally on the Dutch plane leaving for Indo-Chine on
January 31st and on a Japanese ship leaving for Manila about
February 1st. From Indo-China it is likely that I shall go to
France via America through the Philippine Islands or Japan, in
which case my housekeeper Mlle. Marthe Despeyroux, aged 64, of
French nationality, would go direct from here to the United
States, probably by the first American gship leaving in February ,
with my heavy luggage, and wait for me there, This is necessarily
very vague, but I should like , with the kind help of the Common-
wealth Government to prepare for my departure, more especially to
commence packing. I have spoken to Mr, Mitchell, the Collector
of Customs, who I think would like to send a member of his staff
to supervise the packing. I have not the slightest objection to
this, as long as it guarantees me against any subsequent opening |-
of the cases on the wharf or elsewhere, with possible damage to
my furniture and china. May I suggest in this respect that the
person chosen should understand and perhaps spezk French, as my :
housekeeper, who will help with the packing, knows very little S
English, Could I also be told beforehand what especisally,
perhaps in the way of documents, the Commonwealth Government
might wish me to take out of this country, so that everything
can be smoothly carried out.

As to the money I have now Australia, as the result of
my savings on my salary during three and a half years, it amounts
to approximately £AL4,000, to which may be added another £1,000
if I sell my car and a few pieces of heavy antique furniture
which I should prefer not to taske away, so that it may altogether
be £4,500 or at the most £5,000, plus a credit at the French Bank
in Sydney of 2091,43 U.S.A, dollars and another credit of 30,000
French f rancs, T understood from the Commonwealth Bank that as
the franc is not quoted in Australia I could not be provided wkth
francs, but that there would be not material difficulty in
letting me have my money in dollars, This is, of course, the
only currency with which I should not have any trouble in providing
gor the needs of a possibly long and uncertain journey back to <

rance.,

I understood from a statement made by Sir Frederick
Stewart, in Parlisment I think, that I should be given a safe
conduct. I trust that the issue of such a document would not
require a specified route to be followed. Not that I should
not like to meet the Australian Government in this respect, but
because I really do not know what the possibilities will be for
me once I have started,

Trusting that the foregoing is sufficiently comprehensive
to enable the Commonwealth Government to take the necessary steps
for my journey back, but remaining at your disposal if you should
wish any point to be clarified.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd.) Jean Trémoulet




(1) On 30th Janpuary, M. Tremoulet, Jormer French Consul
General, was asked by letter to indicate as soon as possible
his intentions in l;:g:d to his arture from Australia. He
wag also informed alia t

to tske utdmmho ster than reasona ,
necessary to provide for his journey back to France. /
addition, he was told thet the Commonwealth Govermment felt

it necessary to insist upon W in Australia, as
far as possible, of fares in ¢ on with the j .

In regerd to furniture, a hint wes given thot it would
reasonable for M. Tremoulet to 4i

(2) The Consul-General telephoned the Department this
morhing (S5th Februsry) snd reised questions rding his
private means and furni e« On the first po he stated
that he wes disappointed thst he would not be permitted to
take st least nis United States dollars and French francs
which he had in eredit in the French Bank in Sydney. He w»rs
uneble to see why he should be trested like the Italian

consuls who were consuls. He requested, therefore, thst
he be tted to ta vit.hn-noto:iyo for
trave expenses, but alseo the dollars and francs. In

regard to furniture, he stated that he had not sold more than
; :pims.nﬂv&“hh&itd&hhummu‘d
tates.

(3) The Externsl Affairs Officer in Loo in reply t.
sn enquiry by this Department, advised that the United Kingdos
suthorities were in agreement with the view of the Commomwzalt:
&o:r-onts::::'nm Consul-General MI‘ﬂnl;ﬂ. be -n-:a t:u
more sn pounds than reasona necessary for %
Jjourney and that would be inclined to let him take the
French francs &8s well., British Consuls-General formerly in
Algiers, Tunis and Cessblanca, were permitted the French
au ties to taske their bank balances with but ibe
position was different as they had no large amounts in Irench
territory. French Consuls in the United Kingdom were twed
to take sufficient sterling for the journey and their :
francs. Having regard to all the circumstances, & 1a
course would seem to be to permit Tremoulet to prepay fares
as far as possible from his Australian funds, and then to take
with him his dollars and francs mozlnhn-t £50, in eash.
He hes in fact £A.4,000, plus £800 in dollars and £250 in Frenct
nes.

(4) Regsrding furniture, the External Affairs Officer
advised that French consuls in the United Kingdom were, in
cne or two cases, permitted to tske with them their uh'l
imhry but mmhu‘ else was held. On this point, it
s mlod that Consul-Ceneral be permitted to take
his furniture with him.

”om




¥. Tremoulet also:advised that he had mede a
tentative booking onh a Jepanese ship but that he would now
prefer to go by the next American boat. He stated that if
the Commonwealth Government indicated that it would wish
him to depart within a given time he would do so. It is
suggested that M, Tremoulet should be informed that the
Commonwealth Government desires him to leave Australia by
the next American vessel.

5th February 1%41.
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EOR THE MINISTER.
Decarture of forner trench Consul-General,

(1) On 30th January M. Tremoulet, former French Cons
General, was asked by letter to indicate as soon as possi
his intentions in regard to hia d ure from Australia.
was also informed inter alia that would not be permitt
to take out of the country a greater sum than reasonably
necessary to provide for his journey back %o Prance. In
addition he was told thet the Commonwealth Government felt
it necessary to insist upon the prepeyment in Australia, =
far ss possibtle, of fares in connection with the journey.
In regard to furniture, & hint was given that it would b
reasonable for ¥, Tremoulet to dispose of his car and
furniture as this would leave only his personal effects te
be taken by him from Australia.

(2) - The Consul-General telephoned the Department this
morning (5th February) and raised ghestions regarding his
private means and furniture. On the first point he stited *
that he wasdisappointed that he would mot be permitted to :
take at least his United States dollars and French framnes
which he had in credit in the French Bank in Sydney. Ee was
unable to see why he should be treated like the Italian
consuls who were enemy consuls. He requested, therefore, taat
he be permitted to take with him not only enough for
travelling expenses, but also the dollars and Iranés. In
regard to furniture he stated that he had not s0ld more toxm
a few pieces and wished to take it with him to the United
States.

(2) The External Affairs Officer in London, in reply

an encuiry by thie Department; advised that the United Ei
authorities were in agreement with the view of the Commonu
Government that the Consul-General «.~uld not be allowed i
take more Australian pounds than reasonably necessary for t
journey and that they would be inclined to let him take the
French francs as well. EBEritish Consuls-General fcrmerly i/
Algiers, Tunis and Casablanca, were permittec by the
authorities to take their bank balances with them,but the
position was different as they had no large amounts in Fr
territory. French Consuls in the United Kingdom were per.
to take sufficient sterling for the journey and their Fren
francs. Having regard to all the circumsiances ihe most -
reasonable course would seem to be to permit Tremoulet to
prepay his fares as far as possible.from the $2,001 and to
take the balance, together with the French francs, away with
him. This would, in fact, put at his disposal some ﬂ.llﬂ'

(4) Regarding furniture, the Ext
advised that French consuls in the ted Kingdom were, in
one or twe cases, permitted to take with them their wife's
jewellery, but evomliag else was held. On this point it
is suggested that Consul-Gene should be informed

that he will not be permitted to e his furniture with hi
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