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Forwarding copy of cablegram from Resident
Minister in London regarding presentation of
baton

Forwarding copy of reply sent to letter of
Official Secretary to Governor-General dated
28th June 1950

Advising that Army proposal to transfer Field
Marshal Blamey to Reserveof Officers would be
contrary to the basic principles of promotion
on the Active List and retention there.

Note of telephone conversation with Prime
Minister regarding payment to Field Marshal
Blamey.

Acknowledgment of letter of 17th August
Submitting draft reply to letter of 21st July
from Minister for Army.

Reply to letter of 2lst July
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Requesting action be taken to give effect
to promotion,

Question of pension for Field Marshal Blamey

Cancellation of transfer of General Blamey to
Retired List

Notice of promotion to Field Marshal

Note on United Kingdom and Australian provisions
regarding rates of pay

Note of discussion with Aeting Minister on
question of payment for rank of Field Marshal

Date of promotion and question of presentation
of baton to Field Marshal Blamey.

Interim reply to above letter

Referring above correspondence for advice

Forwarding above correspondence for reply
direct to Prime Minister's Department

Advising Army will advise direct.

Reply to letter from Prime Minister of 13th June
suggesting Field Marshal Blamey be transferred
to Reserve of Officers General List and that
there be no payment to him,
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Relinquishment of appointment of Commander-in-
Chief, Australian Military Forces.
Transfer to Reserve of Officers (General List)

Transfer to Retired List.

Note on procedure necessary for proposed

. promotion.

Note on procedure for proposed promotion
Submitting copy of above Minute

Note of discussion of Birthday Honours List
with Minister

Letter from Prime Minister seeking the King's
approval to the promotion.

Letter to Governor-General advising difficulty
of promoting officer on Retired List and
suggesting alternate honour.

Suggesting method of overcoming objections
to promotion

Letter from Prime Minister requesting that
Private Secretary to King be advised that
Government proposes to cancel General Blamey's
transfer to the Retired List.

Suggesting course which should be followed to
promote General Blamey.

Submitting draft letter to Minister for the
Army requesting him to take necessary further
steps to give effect to the promotion.
Birthday Honours List.

Presentation of Field Marshal's Baton.
Service chiefs comments on promotion.

Comments of Chief of the General sStaff on
promotion.







Toton Hall, Melbonrne

Tord Magor’s Room
1l1th January, 1955.

Dear Sir Frederick,

I have the honor to advise that the Appeal
to establish the Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey
Memorial Fund will be officially launched at
a function in the Reception Room at the Town Hall,
on Thursday, 17th February, 1955 at 4 p.m. An
officigl invitation will be received by you in due
course.

The Lord Mayor would appreciate your
submitting the names of not less than five gentlemen
to whom you would like an invitation extended to the
official launching.

It would be appreciated if the names could
be in my hands not later than the 25th January.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

5 9/ ﬂ\(}'&"’\-"\,t ki)

(F. R. Burton)
Hon.Secretary
Sir Frederick Shedden, K.C.i.G., Executive Committee
Department of Defence,

Victoria Barracks,

St.Kilda Road,
MELBOURNE.




CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Mr. Sinclair,
P ON OF G BL TO THE RANK OF

Thank you for your memorandum Si¥.2010
of 19th September, forwarding a copy of a memorandum
from the Secretary to the Cabinet regarding the
Cabinet decision to pay Field Marshal Sir Thomas
Blamey an allowance of £3,000 per annum.

Yours sineerely,

FGo s

Secretary.

F.R. Sinclair, Esq.,
secretary,
Department of the Army,
MELBOURNE, SC.1.




COPY

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,

R —— M RNE. SC.1.
GONFIDEN 1AL ELBOURNE. SC
SM.2010. : 19th September 1950.

Dear Sir Frederick,

PROMOTION OF GENERAL BLAMEY TQ THE RANK OF FIELD MARSHAL

Further to my letter of 17th August 1950 regarding
the promotion of General Sir Thomas Blamey to the rank of
Field Marshal, I am attaching, for your information, copy
of a memorandum from the Secretary to Cabinet regarding the
Cabinet decision to pay Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey an
allowance of £3,000 per annum,

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) F.R. Sinclair
Secretary.

Sir Frederick Shedden, KCMG. OBE.,
Secretary,

Department of Lefence,
MELBOURNE. SC.l.




A}lﬂn MARSHAL'S HEART ...

E

|SIR THOMAS

TELLS

‘THE PRICE”

SICK, tired, weakened by long illness,

Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey
spoke at the greatest moment of his life of
the secret things that.a commander of
armies feels and cannot — at the cost of

defeat — show.

He said: “I want the
survivors and families of
those who fell to know
that I have frequently
been moved beyond words
by what I had to ask of
them and the way in which
they invariably responded.

“The biggest burden I
had to carry was the price
that was charged them in
deaths and maimings and
the sorrows of those they
left.”

That was what the Field
Marshal said when, on Satur-
day, the Governor-General,
Mr. McKell, presented him with
Australia’s first Field Marshal's
baton.

The presentation took place
in the sunroom of Ward West 2
at Heidelberg

members of the Army in the
various States.

When Mr. McKell handed
the 20in. long crimson baton,
studded with miniature gold
lions and surmounted with a
gold figure of St. George slay-
ing the dragon, he said that
the King was “deeply inter-
ested in this ceremony to-
day.”

As Sir Thomas took the
baton his hands trembled
slightly. He looked at it, at
his family, at his dlstlngmshed
comrades. Then, squaring his
shoulders and sltﬁng at atten-
tion, he began to speak.

It was the “old Tom Blamey”
who said:

“I am deeply sensible of the
high honour that His Majesty
has extended to me, and I am
grateful to you for having con-
veyed this baton to me. I
would be grateful to you, Sir,

you would

R e p a triation convey to His
Hospital. B Majesty my
li)fressed 112 Ehr ai{st e ful
uniform, wit anks.”
his Field Mar- Barney Porter His glance
shal’s insignia flickered over
of crossed the men who
batons on his epaulettes, and had served under him, and he

with seven rows of ribbons on
his chest, Sir Thomas was
brought into the sunroom in a
wheel chair,

On the wall facing him was
a flag-draped picture of the
King, who, in ordinary circum-
stances, would have made the
presentation in person.

Beside him were his wife and
her sister, Miss Farnsworth; his
son, Colonel T. R. Blamey, and
his wife, and the Field Mar-
shal’s brother, Mr. J. C. Blamey,
of Manly (Sydney).

Flanking the Governor-Gene-
ral was the Governor of Vic-
toria, Sir Dallas Brooks; Mr.
Menzies, Prime Minister; Mr,
Francis, Army Minister; and
Mr. T. White, Air Minister, and
the heads of the services.

The remaining seats were oc-
cupied by men who had served
under the Field Marshal in
wartime,

They formed a glittering
array of personalities, and in-
cluded 18 generals, most of
whom are now senior-ranking

continued, “I am not forgetful
of the men who participated
with me in the various wars,
and I think of them today per-
haps more than I do of myself.”

A stronger note came into
his voice as he continued:
“Maybe it is to them that this
baton is due, and it is to them
(tlhat everything on earth is
ue

And then he paid his mag-
nificent tribute to his men who
did not come back.

==Fooinote

Presentation of his Field Mar-
shal’s baton to Sir Thomas
Blamey had acted as a tonic
to him, Lady Blamey said last
night.

“The presentation was the
crowning point of my husband’s
career. He has always been
a  stickler for ceremonial
where it was necessary, and
he was determined to make a
good showing. We are all
proud of the way he did it.”

. ™

o
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ing's Thanks To

In presenting the Fie
Thomas Blamey at Heide

“I desire on behalf of The
King, vo extend to Sir Thomas
very, very sincere and very
hearty congratulations.

“And on the Sovereign's be-
half, I desire to express to him
thanks for the loyal, the long,
and the devoted service he has
rendered to Australia, to Great
Britain and to the British Com-
monwealth of Nations.

“Every Australian breast to-
day swells with pride at the
high honor that has been con-
ferred on one of their fellows.”

Mr McKell then stepped for-
ward, shook Sir Thomas warmly
gytthe hand, and presented the

aton.

“HIGH HONOR"

Sir Thomas replied: “I am
deeply sensible of the high
honor that His Majesty has ex-
tended to me, and I am deeg}y
grateful to you, sir, for having
conveyed to me this baton.

“I would be grateful, Sir; if
mx wouid extend fto His

jesty my grateful thanks

“It is inevitable that today
I should look back to those
gallant men with affection and
reverence and that, with pro-
found humility, I should pro-
claim the extent of my debt

them.

“I want the survivors and the
families of those who fell to
know that I who knew better
than most what our soldiers
did, have frequently been moved
beyond words by what I had
to ask of them, and by the
manner in which they invari-
ably responded.

“CARRY ON"

“To all my good comrades
my grateful thanks. I felt
more than I was ever able to
say, the price that was charged
them in deaths and maimings,
and the sorrows of those they

left. It was the biggest bur-
den I carried.

“Military service is a very
honorable calling, and I com-
mend it to dyounx Australians

th high ideals.

“I can no longer lead them,

t I commend those familiar
y words in which was so

Sir T. Blamey

Page one) Mr McKell said: “The King is deeply
interested in this ceremony today. ' '

often combined all that was Blamey, Mr Jim Blamey.

Id Marshal’s baton to- Sir
Iberg Hospital today (see

best of exhortation and encour-
agement: ‘Carry On.”

The baton is studded at
three half-inch™~intervals with
a series of miniature gold
lions; its base is mounted in
gold, and it bears an inscrip-
tion:

“A gift from His Majesty
The King,” together with the
Field Marshal’s rank, name
and decorations. 2

TWO MINISTERS

Those who attended the cere-
mony included:—The Minister
for the Navy and Army, Mr
Francis; the Minister for Air,
Mr White; the Chief of the
Naval Staff, Rear-Admiral J. A.
Collins; the Chief of the
General Staff, Lieut.-General
S. F. Rowell; the Chief of the
Air Staff, Air Marshal G. Jones;
the General Officer Command-
ing Southern Command, Major-
General A. J. Boase; the secre-
tary of the Department of
Defence, Sir Frederick Shed-
den; the secretary of the Army
Department, Mr F, R. Sinclair;
Lieut.-Generals Sir Leslie Mors-
head, Sir F. H. Berryman, Sir

Edmund Herring, Sir Stanley
Savige, V. A. H. Sturdee;
Major-Generals J. H. Cannan,
C. E. M. Lloyd, C. S. Steele, C.
H. Simpson, L. E. Beavis, V. P.
H. Stantke, W. Bridgeford, S.
R. Burston, G. F. Wootten, J. A.
Chapman, and A. J. H. Cassels.

FAMILY THERE

With Lady Blamey were the
following members of the
family and former personal
staff:—Colonel and Mrs T. R.
Blamey, Miss R. Farnsworth,
Messrs C. Fahle, L. G. Coulter
and F. T. Krcrouse; Lieut.-
Colonels N. Carlyon, J. Wil-
moth, D. H. Dwyer; Majors T,
Sheppard and E. P. Porter,

Captain I. Layton, Mr J.

B Yo S e b i e
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Blamey’s baton on the way

CANBERRA, Fri.—At the King’s request the Governor-General

(Mr. McKell) will fly to Melbourne on Septe

Field-Marshal’s baton

A Field-Marshal’s baton
is a personal present from
the King.

The King customarily makes
the presentation personally.

He has asked Mr. McKell to
make the presentation on his
behalf because Sir Thomas
Blamey's illness may prevent
him from visiting England for
some time.

He is the first Australian to
pecome a Field-Marshal.

The King’s Birthday Honors
list}: published on June 8, an-
nounced General Sir Thomas
Blamey’s new rank of Field-
Marshal.

mber 16 to present a

to Sir Thomas Blamey, who is in hospital. |

D T, SRR S ’jﬂ

Lady Blamey and other
members of the family will be
at the presentation ceremony in
the Repatriation Hospital.

The Prime Minister (Mr.
Menzies), Service Ministers, and
Chiefs of Staff will be invited.

A Field-Marshal's baton is
about 20 inches long and one
inch in diameter.

It is covered with crimson
velvet and studded at 3iin. in-

tervals with miniature gold

lions.

The base of the baton is
mounted in gold and inscribed
with the holder’s rank, name,
and decorations.

The head of the baton, also
mounted in gold, is surmounted
by a golden replica of St. George

slaying the dragon.
The baton is contained in a

case covered with crimson
velvet.

-

CITY FORECAST (24

hours from 6 a.m.): Fine and_[o«
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

5th September 1950.

AANEINTNTTAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.

e e

FIELD MARSHAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEY -

CABINET - 29TH-31ST AUGUST, 1950

Cabinet decided that Field Marshal Sir Thomas
Blamey be paid an allowance at the rate of £3,000 per annum
from the date of his appointment as rKield Marshal.
(Sgd.) A.S. Brown

Secretary to Cabinet.
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ACTING MINISTER FOR DEFENCE

CONFIDENTIAL 3

With reference to your letter of 2lst July
relative to the promotion of General to the rank of
Field Marshal, it is noted that the Prime ster, in his
letmotutfxmmtom, asked that the necessary further
steps be taken to give effeect to the promotion of General
Blamey to the rank of Field Marshal in the Active Citizen
Military Forces from 8th June 1950, and to place him on

the appropriate 1list with this mnl':. ,

2. I note the view ssed by the Chief of the
General staff that 1t would ina riate to carry

Sir Thomas Blamey on the Active List the citizen Military
Forces in view of w and condition of health, and that
it is proposed he s be transferred to the Reserve of
Offiecers General List with the rank of Field Marshal,

e As the rank of Field Marshal has a special
status and I understood that in the United Kingdom an
officer of such rank remains on the Active List until his
decease, the proposal to transfer Field Marshal Blamey to
the Reserve of Officers List would a to be contrary to
the basic prineciple of promotion on Active List and
retention there, mrtgnr, the factors of and health
have not applied in the case of rield Mar Birdwood who
holds hono rank as such in the Active List of the
Australian Military Forces, It is my view, therefore,
that the action in Field Marshal Blamey's case should
conform with the Prime Minister's request that he be placed
on the appropriate list of the Active Citizen Military Forces
with this rank.

Yours sincerely,

(353 P. A, McBRIDE

) oy

(P.A. MeBride)

The Hon., Jos. Franeis, MP,
Minister for the Army
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PROMOTION OF Gl!(lﬁ BLAMEY TO RANK OF

THE ACTING MINISTER

. The Minister for the Army has forwarded
advice in regard to the further action necessary to give
effeot to the promotion of Field Marshal Blamey from S8th
June and to place him on the appropriate list with this
rank as requested by the Prime Minister in his letter of
13th June to the Minister.

2. At present Sir Thomas Blamey is borne on the
Active List of the Citizen Military Foroces with the rank
of Field Marshal., It will be recalled that his transfer
to the Retired List was cancelled and he was placed on the
Active List in June 1950 in order to remove the obstacle
to his promotion to the rank of Field Marshal,

3. The Minister has communicated the views of

the Chief of the General Staff that it would be inappropriate
to earry Sir Thomas Blamey on the Active List of the Citizen
Military Forces in view of his age (66 years) and condition
of health, and it is proposed therefore that he be trans-
ferred from the Active List to the Reserve of Officers
General List.

4. As the rank of Field Marshal has a speecial

status and it is understood that in the United Kingdom an
officer of such rank remains on the Active List until his
decease, the proposal to transfer Field Marshal Elamey to

the Reserve of Officers List would appear to be contrary to
the basie prineiple of promotion on the Active List and
retention there, Further, the factors of age and health
have not applied in the cass of Field Marshal Birdwood, who
holds honorary rank as such in the Active List of the
Australian Military Forces. His age is 84 years. It is
recommended that the Minister's attention be invited to the
foregoing aspects, with a view to aetion being taken to

give effect to the Prime Minister's request that Field Marshal
Blamey be placed on the appropriate list of the Active Citizen
Military Forces with this rank.

SUBMISSION
5. Draft letter to the Minister for the Army on the

above lines is attached.
% ye

04
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Department of Defence,
MELBOURNE. SC.1,

GQNF \DE““A\' 8th September 1950

Dear Mr. Sinclair,

FIELD MARSHAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEY

Thank you for your letter of 17th August,
forwarding copy of your letter to the Official Secretary
to His Excellency the Governor-Ceneral, relative to the
date of promotion of Field Marshal sir Thomas Blamey, and
the presentation of his baton,

Yours sincerely,

(sGD. ) F.G. SHEDDEN

Secretary

| F.R. Sinclair, E=q.,
Secretary,
Department of the Army,
MELBOURNE SC.1.

e e
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a.w. 8/49

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 34:
MINUTE PAPER

Subject :

FIELD MARSHAL SIR THOMAS _ BLAMEY

The Prime Minister spoke to me on the telephone
and said that he was seeing Field Marshal Sir Thomas
Blamey to-morrow. The Prime Minister understood that
the Field Marshal was not well off and that his financial
position was causing him worry. Mr. Menzies had
mentioned the matter in Cabinet, and it had been agreed
that some payment should be made which, the Prime Minister
stated, would not likely be for long, in view of Field
Marshal Blamey's medical condition. The Prime Minister
enquired as to the salary for a Chief of Staff and was
informed that it was £3,000. The Prime Minister thought
this would be suitable as he did not wish to cause any
embarrassment with serving officers.

s I reminded the Prime Minister that, when the
promotion to Field Marshal was under con31deration it
had been pointed out that there was provision in the
Australian Regulations for any payment as in the case of
half-pay for British Field Marshals. In this case it
could be done in an ex gratia manner and the Prime
Minister thought this should be the way to do it.

Sec %ig/f/;fr v

1/9/1950
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PROMOTION OF GENERAL BLAMEY TO RANK OF FIELD MARSHAL
ENTIAL
CONFID g

The Private Secretary to the King informed
the Governor-General that no officer on the Retired List
had ever been promoted to the rank of Field Marshal, and
to do so would ecreate an undesirable precedent.
Accordingly, action was taken to caneel the transfer of
General Blamey to the Retired List, and to transfer him
to the General List of the Active Citizen Military Forces
from the Reserve of Officers. He was then promoted to
the rank of Field Marshal, The Minister for the Army
was asked to give effeot to the promotion, and to place
him on the appropriate list. (For example, the Active
List comprises General and other lists of officers holding
appointments, those on the Supernumerary List and the
Unattached List.)

2. It is stated that the rank of Field Marshal
has a special status in the United Kingdom, and an officer
of such rank remains on the Active List until his decease.

Se The proposal of the Army to place Field Marshal
Blamey on the Reserve of Officers would appear to be
contrary to the basic principle of prolotfon on the

Active List and retention there. The reference to his
age and health has not been applied in the case of Field
Marshal Birdwood, nor would it appear to obtain in the
case of Field Marshals of the British Army for the

reason stated in paragraph 2. On the contrary, the

state of his health would appear to be a good reason
merely for placing him on the appropriate list of the Active
List, as requested by the Prime Minister on 13th June.

— W/

‘ Secretary.
o
30/8/1950.




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA S-S

- - - .= -

Department of the Army,
MELBOURNE . SC.l.

CONFIDENTIAL 17th August 1950

Dear Sir Frederick,
FIELD MARSHAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEY

With reference to your letter of 12th July 1950,
(No. 1792), I am attaching for your information a copy of
a letter which I have addressed, by direction of the
Minister, to the 0Official Secretary to His Excellency the

Governor-General. . ¢
Since writing to Mr. Tyrrell, I have been
advised that the Governor-General has received the baton,

and has been asked by His Majesty the King to arrange its
presentation as soon as Field Marshal Blamey's health

permits,
Yours sincerely,

(SGD. ) F.R. SINCLAIR

Secretary

Sir Frederick G. Shedden, KCMG. OBE.,

Secretary,
Department of Defence,

MELBOURNE., SC.l.




- CONFIDENTIAL
ARMY .msom

I&7e (557,000
AUSTARM LONDON '

CONF! pENTH AL
53;313;.75“ CONFIDENTIAL. O0.T,P, PERSONAL FOR AIR VICE-MARSHAL

HEWITT FROM SIR FREDERICK SHEDDEN.  YOUR DUK.118.

1. I UNDERSTAND FROM THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF THAT FOR

SOME REASON WHICH IS NOT APPARENT, THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES

APPROACHED THE ARMY REPRESENTATIVE IN WASHINGTON ON THE PRESIDENT'S

DESIRE TO CONFER THIS AWARD ON THE PRIME MINISTER, THE ARMY
REPRESENTATIVE REPEATED THE REQUEST TO THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL

STAFF WHO BROUGHT IT TO THE NOTICE OF THE ARMY MINISTER WHO INFORMED

THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT, IN ORDER TO

LIMIT THE NUMBER OF PERSONS AWARE OF THIS HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL MATTER,

IT WAS DECIDED TO COMPLETE THE ACTION THROUGH ARMY CHANNELS, AND

THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER AGREED THAT IT BE REPEATED TO THE ARMY ‘

REPRESENTATIVE IN LONDON FOR COMMUNICATION TO THE RESIDENT MINISTER. ‘

2. IN REGARD TO THE REQUEST OF THE RESIDENT MINISTER FOR MY
VIEWS, THE INITIAL REQUEST IN WASHINGTON WAS ADDRESSED TO THE WRONG
QUARTER, AND I KNOW THAT THE ARMY FELT EMBARRASSED IN HANDLING IT.
THE REQUEST SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE T0 THE AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON
FOR COMMUNICATION TO THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER, WHO WOULD HAVE ASKED
THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL TO OBTAIN THE KING'S APPROVAL.

fose

NSFREY

CONFIDENTIAL







% CONFIDENTIA-
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I understand from the Chief of the General Staff
that for some reason which is not apparent, the United States
Authorities approached the Army representative in Washington
on the President's desire to confer this award on the Prime
Minister. The Army representative repeated the request to
the Chief of the General Staff who brought it to the notice
of the Army Minister who informed the Acting Prime Minister.

It is understood that, in order to limit the number of persons

aware of this highly confidential matter, it was decided to
complete the action through Army channels, and the Acting .
Prime Minister agreed that it.be repeated to the Army

representative in London for communication to the Resident

Minister.

2 In regard to the request of the Resident Minister

for my views, the initial request in Washington was addressed

to the wrong quarter, and I know that the Army felt embarrassed

in handling it. The request should have been made to the
Ambassador in Washington for communication to thexPrime Minister,
who would have asked the Resident-Minigster to obtain the King's
approval.

s In the case of Field Marshal Blamey's baton,

I think, as stated in your signal, that this is a domestic

concern of Army.

N




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA Y |

Department of the Army,
MELBOURNE. SC.l.

l4th August 1950

Dear Mr. Tyrrell,

I am directed by the Minister for the Army to
refer to your letter of 28th June, 1950, to the Prime
Minister, regarding the promotion of General Sir Thomas
Blamey to the rank of Field Marshal.

The Minister has discussed the question of the
date of Sir Thomas Blamey!'s promotion with the Chief of the
General sStaff, who has expressed the view that the date of
promotion might remain at 8th June, 1950. Lt.-General
Rowell states that the significance of the date, in this
regard, is that the promotion to the rank of Field Marshal
was made on the occasion of His Majesty's Birthday, and was
contained in the Birthday Honours List, and that the date
on which His Ma jesty's approval was signified is not a
material factor.

Unless there are strong views to the contrary,
the Minister has directed me to state that he does not propose
to take action in regard to the date of Sir Thomas Blamey's
promotion to Field Marshal.

In connection with the letter addressed to His
Excellency the Governor-General by His Majesty's Private
Secretary, expressing the view that the King would wish to
give Sir Thomas his baton in due course, the Minister has
asked me to advise you, for the information of His Excéllency,
that at the present time Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey is a
patient at the Repatriation Hospital at Heidelberg and it is
not thought likely that it would be possible for him to visit
England for some considerable time in view of his present
state of health.

In the meantime action is being taken, in
consultation with the authorities overseas, to have a baton
made for presentation to Sir Thomas, His Majesty the King
having approved of the baton to be of identical design to
that of a British Field Marshal, with similar inscription
except that "AM.F." will be added after recipientts name
and decorations.

The Australian Army Representative in London, with
whom this Department has been in touch by signal, has advised
to the above effect, and has also indicated that approval has
been received for the baton, when manufactured, to be sent out
to Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey; but evidently this latter
portion of the Austrelian Army Representative's message was
sent under a misapprehension in view of the terms of your
letter to the Prime Minister.

Yours sincerely,
(SGD.) F.R. SINCLAIR

M., Tyrrell, Esq., Secretary
Official Secretary to
His Excellency the Governor-General,
Govermment House,
CANBERRA A.C.T.
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DATE—Time of Origin
FROM AUSTARM LONDON 041500A
FOR ACTION ;

) ARNY MELBOURNE
FOR INFORMATION

DUK 118, CONFIDENTIAL. O T P, PERSONAL FOR SIR FREDERICK
. SHEDDEN FROM HEWITT, RESIDENT MINISTER HAS EXPRESSED THE VIEW
THAT RECENT APPROACH THROUGH AHQ MELSOURNE AND ARMY REPRESENT-
ATIVES LONDON CONCERNING AWARD OF US° LECION OF MERIT TO PRIME
MINISTER AND THE REQUEST RESIDENT MINISTER SEEKING HIS MAJESTY'S
PERMISSION ACCEPTANCE OF THIS AWARD WAS WRONGLY CHANNELLED AND
THAT IF A MILITARY CHANNEL WAS APPROPRIATE FOR THIS MATTER IT
SHOULD BE THROUGH DEFENCE DEPARTMENT AND THE DEFENCE REPRESENT-
ATIVE LONDON.  RESIDENT MINISTER HAS REQUESTED TO ASCERTAIN ©
YOUR VIEWS THIS MATTER. HE PFEELS THAT ENQUIRIES THROUGH SAME
® ARMY CHANNEL REGARDING FTELD MARSHAL BLAMEY'S BATON IS A
SOMEWHAT SIMILAR CASE ALTHOUGH IT COULD APPEAR THAT IT WAS A
DOMESTIC CONCERN OF ARMY, HOWEVER HE WOULD LIKE YOUR VIEWS THIS
MATTER, YOUR VIEWS IN LETTER 5 MAR 48 TO MR BEASLEY TOGETHER
WITH HIS REPLY REGARDING CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION WOULD APPEAR
TO BE RELEVAKT, RESIDENT MINISTER HAS STGHTED THIS SIGNAL,
DISTRIBUTION
SEC DEFENCE (2)
i = . 9 AUC 50
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.

MELBOURNE
7

Copy of INWARDS Teleprinter Message.

O
e THE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Date_.7 /8/1950 . Time of Receipt. 4D Hours. No. ©S.1126

The following is a copy of a cablegram received
at my office :

"3679. RESTRICTED,
Personal Fadden from Harrison.

Australian Army Representatives received cable
from the Chief of the General Staff requesting actien to
manufacture a Baton for Sir Thomas Blamey. This required
approval of His Majesty which I sought on June 27th and
which has been accorded. However, His Majesty's Private
Secretary has stated that on June 8th on His Majesty's
instructions he wrote to the Governor-General to find out
what recommendations he had concerning the presentation
of the baton to the Field Marshal but has not received any
reply. It may be that Army communication should have been
channelled through the Governor-General and I think, in view
of the terms of the letter fram His Majesty's Private
Secretary to me, it would be worth making enquiries in
Australia, to see what happened to the original communication
to the Governor-General."

Message ends.




N COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA Jb

Minister for the Army.
2lst July 1950.

My dear Minister,
PROMOTION OF GENERAL BLAMEY TO THE RANK OF FIELD MARSHAL

on 13th June, 1950, I received a letter from
Mr., Menzies referring to the announcement of General Blamey's
promotion by His Majesty the King to the rank of Field
Marshal in the Australian Army.

In his letter, Mr., Menzies asks that arrangements
be made for the necessary further steps to be taken to give
effect to the promotion of General Blamey to the rank of Field
larshal in the Citizen Military Forces from 8th June, 1950,
and to place him on the appropriate List with that rank.

I have conferred with the Chief of the General
staff on this matter, and he has advised me that the question
of an appropriate List is one in which there is no local
precedent. He states that, in the British Army, an officer,
whether on the Active or Retired List, may be promoted to
the rank of Field Marshal. If promoted when on the Active
List, he draws the pay for his appointment and then goes on
to half pay of £1,629. If promoted when on the Retired List,
he ceases to draw Retired pay and goes on to half pay at
the above rate. Such conditions, of course, apply to Regular
officers of the British Army who, while serving on the Active
List, draw pay of their rank continuously.

The Chief of the General Staff has pointed out that
the Defence Act (Section 23) provides for a Half Pay List, but
only for officers of the Permanent Military Forces, and that it
would be inappropriate to carry Sir Thomas Blamey on the Active
List of the Citizen Military Forces in view of his age and
condition of health.

In my discussions with the Chief of the General Staff
on this subject, it was suggested that a precedent had been
established in the promotion by His Majesty the King of Field
Marshal Smuts, and at my request the Chief of the General Staff
communicated with the War Office in relation to the terms of
that appointment. General Rowell has now informed me that his
appointment was in the British Army extra to establishment, and
that he drew no emoluments from British funds.

At the time of his promotion in 1941, Field Marshal
Smuts was in the South African Active Citizen Forces, but as
he is now over-age, he has no further liability in the South
African Forces.

While this case is therefore not a precedent to
guide us in the case of Sir Thomas Blamey, I agree with the
views that have been expressed by the Chief of the General staff

The Hon. P.A. McBride, MP,
Acting Minister for Defence,
Victoria Barracks,
MELBOURNE SC.l.
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that it would be appropriate to carry him on the Reserve of
Officers General List and not allot him to any specifiec
appointment, and subject to your approval I will take action
to transfer him to the Reserve of Officers General List from
the Active List.

As Field Marshal Blamey holds his rank in the
Australian Army, he is not entitled to draw any emoluments
from British funds, and as the Half Pay List under Section 23
of the Defence Act relates only to officers of the Permanent
Military Forces who, in normal circumstances, while in an
active appointment draw their pay continuously from Army Votes,
Field Marshal Blamey will have no entitlement to any payment
from Army Votes.

Yours sincerely,

(sGD.) JOS. FRANCIS

Seen.
(IntdQ) P.A.MGB.
25/7/1950

The Secretary,
Department of Defence

-t

Referred by direction.
(sGD.) W.R. FISHER
Private Secretary

25/7/1950
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA -
...... ¥
Department of Defence,
MELBOURNE. SC.l.
1793 12th July 1950

MEMORANDUM for :

The Secretary,
Prime Minister's Department,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

PROMOTION OF GENERAL BLAMEY TO THE RANK OF FIELD MARSHAL

|
With reference to your memorandum of 4th July,
relative to the above subject, the correspondence from the
Official Secretary to the Governor-General has been forwarded
to the Department of the Army for consideration, and early
advice to you direct, in view of the Prime Minister's letter
of 13th June to the Minister for the Ammy.
\

2 A copy of the latter is enclosed for your

information, in case a copy was not passed to you by the
Personal Assistant at the time of its despatech.

(seD.) F.G. SHEDDEN i

Secretary




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

......... W3

Department of Defence,
MELBOURNE. SC.l.

12th July 1950
1792

Dear Mr, Sinclair,

PROMOTION OF GENERAL BLAMEY TO THE RANK OF FIELD MARSHAL

With reference to the Prime Minister's letter of
13th June to the Minister for the Army, relative to the
above subject, the attached letter to the Prime Minister
from the 0fficial Secretary to the Governor-General is
forwarded for consideration by the Department of the Army,
and early advice to the Secretary, Prime Minister's
Department, direct.

Yours sincerely,
(sGD.) F.G. SHEDDEN

E e e rehkary

F.R. Sinclair, Esq.,
Secretary,
Department of the Army,
MELBOURNE SC.1l.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
___________ B

Prime Minister,
CANBERRA. AiCTs

30th June 1950

Dear Mr., Tyrrell,

The Prime Minister has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of the 28th June, relating to the recent
promotion of General Blamey to the rank of Field Marshal.

Mr. Menzies will advise the Governor-General
in this matter at an early date.

Yours sincerely,

(s¢D.) J. R. WILLOUGHBY

Personal Assistant

Mr. M. Tyrrell,
Oofficial Secretary to
His Excellency the Governor-General,
Government House,
CANBERRA, A.C.T,

The Secretary,
Department of Defence

Referred for favour of early advice.
(SGD.)F.J. McKENNA

for A.S. Brown
Secretary

4/7/1950




\ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
......... u/,
Governor-General,
Govermment House,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

28th June 1950

Dear Mr. Menzies,

Permit me to refer to my confidential letter of
the 29th May regarding the promotion of Gemeral Blamey to the
rank of Field Marshal. In that letter I stated it was assumed
the promotion would date as from the date of the telegram from
the Private Secretary to The King conveying His Majesty's
approval, i.e. the 25th May. Attention has now been drawn to
fact that General Blamey was not transferred from the Reserve
of Officers until the 7th June, 1950, consequently his promotion
to the rank of Field Marshal was not effective until the 8th
June, under which date the promotion was gazetted in Commonwealth
of Australia Gazette No. 35.

I now quote from a letter addressed to the Governor-
General on the 8th June by His Majesty's Private Secretary :

"The King will certainly wish to give Sir Thomas
his baton in due course; perhaps you would
kindly let me know if there is any likelihood
of the latter being in this country at any
time in the future.

Meanwhile, I assume that the Australian Government
will take steps to have the baton made. If there
is any difficulty about this, I am sure that

the Military Secretary at the War Office will be
glad to give your Resident Minister any advice

on the subject that he may require.”

Would you be good enough to advise the Governor-
General in order that he might answer the Private Secretary's
queries. ]
Yours sincerely,

(sGD.) M.L.TYRRELL.

The Rt. Honourable R.G. Menzies, KC. MP.,
Prime Minister
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FIELD MARSHAL

A. EXTRACTS FROM UNITED KINGDOM DOCUMENTS

1. PROMOTION TO RANK OF FIELD MARSHAL (UNITED KINGDOM
ROYAL WARRANT ON PAY BTC. 1940 [REPRINT 1045))

124, An officer, whether on the active or retired

l list may be promoted to the rank of field-marshal at Our
Pleasure without reference to seniority. The number of field
marshals on pay as such shall not exceed eight, including two
promoted from general officers of Qur Indian Army.

2. HALF PAY OF FIELD MARSHALS

(a)

(b)

(c)

ROYAL WARRANT ON RETIRED PAY ETC. (ARMY ORDER
NO. 18 - 14TH FEBRUARY 1949)

A field-marshal will be eligible during periods
subsequent to 18th December 1945, for which he does
not receive full pay, for half-pay at the rate of
£1,800 a year.

UNITED KINGDQM ARMY ESTIMATES 1950[§; a0

" EXPLANATORY NOTES

Half Pay: TField Marshals, when unemployed are
placed on the half pay list, Other officers may, in
certain circumstances, be placed on the half pay list
on account of medical unfitness.

UNITED KINGDOM WHITE PAPER COMMAND 6750 - MARCH 1946
POST WAR CODE_OF PAY ETC.

Half Pay: Admiral of the Fleet, Field
Marshal, or Marshal of the Royal Air Force £1,800 a year.

B. - EXTRACTS FRQOM AUSTRALIAN ACTS AND REGULATIONS

3. KING'S REGULATIONS AND PAY WARRANT NOT TO APPLY TO

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

reads :

Australian Militery Regulations and Qrders 13 (R.9) (3)

"(3) Except to the extent to which they are expressly

applied by regulations made under the Dl

no provision of the King's Regulations or of
the Pay Warrant, now or hereafter in force,
shall apply to the Military Forces, whether on
war service or not."




\‘ 3{

4. PONER TO MAKE REGULATIONS UNDER DEFENCE ACT

Section 124(1l.)(d) of the Defence Act reads :

"(1) The Governor-General may make regulations,
not inconsistent with this Aect, prescribing all matters
which by this Act are required or permitted to be
prescribed, or which are necessary or convenient to be
prescribed, for securing the discipline and good
government of the Defence Force, or for carrying oub
or giving effect to this Act, and in particular
prescribing matters providing for and in relation to -

(d) The fixing of the rates of pay of members of
the Defence Force who are paid for their

services;
"

C. REFERENCE TO AUTHORITIES FOR _THE PAY OF MEMBERS
— OF THE AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

5. RATES OF PAY OF MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT MILITARY
FORCES

The rates of pay of members of the Permanent
Military Forces are prescribed in the Financial (Military)
Regulabions (Statutory Rules No. 110 of 1947 as amended).

Pending incorporation of variations, in the above
Regulations, they are authorised by Military Board Instruction
No. 64 of 8th April, 1949, and subsequent emending Instructions.
The highest rank provided for is Lieutenant-General who receives
131/~ per day.

6. RATES OF PAY OF MEMBERS OF THE CITIZEN MILITARY
~ FORCES e

Pending incorporation in Regulations, the rates of
pay of members of the Citizen Military Forces are prescribed in
Financial Instructions relating to the Citizen Military Forces
issued by the Military Board and dated lst May 1948.

The highest rank provided for is Major-General
commanding a Division or equivalent formation who received £400
per annum,

It is provided by paragraph 76(2.) of these
instructions that

"Pay will be issued subject to -

(a) For a Major-General commanding a Division or
equivalent formation, the issue of a certificate
by the General Officer Commending that the duties
of the appointment have been efficiently performed
for the period claimed for."

n

léth June 1950
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REMINDER FOR NEXT DEFENCE COMMITTEE MEETING

To speak to Chief of the General Staff
regarding his statement that there was no need to return
General Blamey to the Active List before promoting him
to Field Marshal,

(Note: Mr. Quealy states he heard this view expressed
also in Army, but cannot substantiate it. It is
apparently based on British usage, but Australian law
is quite specific that an officgr on the retired list
cannot be promoted. General Blamey was to be promoted
to the rank of Field Marshal in the Australian Army,
and not the British Army.)
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EXTRACT FROM COMMONWEALTH GAZETTE NO. 35

CANBERRA, THURSDAY, 22ND JUNE 1950

Government House,
Canberra.

8th June 1950.

The King hes been graciously pleased, on the
occasion of the Celebration of His Majesty's Birthday,
to approve of the following promotion :-

To be Field Marshal in the Austrslisn Militsry Forces
with effect from 8th June 1950

General Sir Thomas Albert Blamey,
G.B‘EO’ K.O.B.’ C.}‘ICG.’ D.S.OO’ EQT).
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EXTRACT FROM COMMONWEALTH GAZETTE NO. 35

CANBERRA, THURSDAY, 22ND JUNE 1950

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

His Excellency the Governor-General in Council
has approved of the following changes being made in connexion
with the Australian Military Forces :-

Reserve Citizen Military Forces

General List

The approval in the Executive Council Minute
No. 6 of 24th Januery 1950, to place upon the Retired List
General Sir Thomas A. Blamey, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,
E.D., is cancelled and the notification promulgated in
commonwealth Gazette, No. 7, of 2nd February 1950, is withdrawn.

Active Citizen Military Forces

General List

General Sir Thomes A. Blamey, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.0., B.D., is transferred from the Reserve of Officers
(General List). - (Ex. Min. No. 117 - Approved 7th June 1950).

Jos. Francis,

Minister for the Army.
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BIG PENSION
OR BLAMEY |

CANBERRA, Saturday.
THE Federal Govern-
ment may grant a life
pension of £1200 a year to
Field Marshal Sir Thomas
Blamey.
A British Field Marshal is
entitled to £1800 yearly, but

Sir Thomas is the first Aus-
tralian to hold this rank.
Army Minister Francis and
departmental heads are pre-
aring a recommendation for
inet, |

B
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the King to the ion of General Thomes A, Blamey
%o the rank of Field Marshal in the Australian iArmy.
2. In connection with this premotion, the Executive

Council on 7th Juns :-

(1) Caneelled its approval of 24th January 1980,
notified in Commonwsalth Gazette of 2nd ¥Fe
1950 teo place General Blamey on the Retired L1

(11) Transferred General Blamey from the Reserve of
Officers (Ceneral List) to the Active aﬁm
Military Forees (Gemeral Lias).

Copy of the Order-in-Couneil 1s attached.

!. xmuaauynmxm.n:rr»m
further steps to be taken to give eff
tha of General Hlamey to the rnk of Fleld Marshal
the Aetive Citizen Militery Forees from 8th June 1980,
and to place him on the appropriate list with this rank.

Yours sincerely,

( Spet) R-G. #7-

The loa. Jos. Franecis ‘Q"-.
¥inister Tor the .

A - - S W A
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; THVI_S year's birthday knights seem to be
an unexceptionable crop, which ought

to please all who believe that Governments
should recommend to the King for honours

only such people as

His Majesty might

take pleasure in honouring.

We cannot delude our-
selves that some of the
recommendations of the
past have been received
with jubilation in the
market-place or with other
than an astonished puttir_xg
down of morning papers in
{the club armchairs.
| The honour of knighthood
has gone far too cheaply in Aus-
tralia in the past. Certainly
have never been as bad

stopped b; spec(tik;?
legislation), PD &

But there have been recom-
mendations not approved by the
public—one of the reasons, per-
haps, why some of Australia’s
l&zdixg ggllt.ﬁem steer:g cleag“fé

when c
have had %. s

This year's list, so far as it
goes, is a model one, If all re-
cipients were s0 obviously
worthy there could be mno
criticism,

Blamey’s clock-

work brain

LL the ;irinclpals in the

honours list with the
exception of three I have known
||{for a long time. They form as
1}in a cross-section of the
]| community as you could find.

hal‘g{mm a that
: ne can
be said about : y

Sir Thomas has a reputation
of being a pretty tough man, as

of which I have long since for-
gotten, in the old University
building in Hobart 25 years or
more ago, and finding him as
kindly and helpful as I have
found him on innumerable
occasions since,

He did two admirable jobs of
public service as Prices Com-
missioner and as Minister for
China, as even those who don’t
share his economic viewpoint
will readily grant.

No doubt he will do an equal
good job for the National Uni-
versity., »

A man of
munitions

. K. JENSEN, former

secretary of the Ministry
of Munitions, is another man
who has reached the top of the
tree in his own line.

1 don’t suppose there is in
Australia a more perfect eivil

_|servant—using the term in its

most flattering and rightly
honourable sense-—than the now
Sir John Jensen, who can recite
to you the detailed history of
munitions in this country with
as much ease as he could recite
parts of the Bible which he has
read from cover to cover again
and again,

His job ’d'uring the war, when
his department was invaded by
industrialists, many of strong
personality and accustomed to
dictatorial rights in their own
concerns, was one which called
for all those virtues of know-
ledge, tact, and sympathy which

a great public servant should and-coming

no doubt a field-marshal ought
to be. The most impressive’
things about him to a civilian,
I think, are his brilliantly
logical mind and his complete
self-possession, - TS

Il Early in the war when
General Blamey was appointed
givhmlo.h, cf went dto £ th(zm“l::1
b ) see

one of the old houses on St.
Kilda rd. to ask him for a
description of the constitution
'H{and functions of a division,
General Blamey promptly dic-
tatéehd gl;out l,gogn wnrd:;b ‘l)é com-
prehensive an pecc: prose
which I was able to render with-
! mg;&he change of so much as a

W

Only a newspaper man can
Jisay how rare a quality this is.
The Australians I have met who
coild makes a enetainad avtams

1y knowledgeable,

possess, and J. K. Jensen had
all of them. ?

g
It is on such men that the

proper working of our national
machinery depends,

The perfect
diplomat

EITH OFFICER iz the
Australian diplomat who
ooks like a diplomat. Precise,
i punbending, he
embodies the Downing Street
tradition in the Australian ser-
vice—with a little Official dig-
nity added. :
If all the copies of Satow’s
“Diplomatic Practice” in the
world were lost; one would have
onl; £ e Sir Keith
cer to know what the J)er-
m career diplomat should be

After meeting him off and on
over a period of years, from
Canberra to Tokyo, Keith
Officer still frightens me slightly
because of his impeccability.

It is unthinkable to me that
there is anyt] which diplo-
macy requires him to know
which he does not know. Or
that he is ever wrong. 52

The antithesis of the back-
slapping type, he is as unlike
the popular concept of an Aus-
tralian as Dean Acheson is un-
like the popular concept of an
American, $

Up-and-coming
business

OHN STOREY, former
associate of Sir Harold
Clapp in the days of the Com-
monwealth’s wartime aircraft
production, belongs to the up-
generation of in-

|

Some new knights and
a new field-
marsha

dustrialists and productidn en-
ineers, -

One of the shortages in “
city,” for instance, is in eligible
company directors — not mere

guinea - jobholders, who
need to be reminded what meet-
ing they are aff , but real

ttending,
shapers of Australia’s industrial
future,

John Storey is one of the few|
younger men whose name at
once comes to mind when you
are casting around for men who
seem to have something of the
calibre of the veterans.

The informed
Eatron

USSELL GRIMWADE,
engineer and indus-
n;ausiil;,] i:h :xi): of the few ple
who own cases justif:
inherited wealth. .

His interests in science, in the
University, in the arts, and in
innumerable other things give
him a peculiar place in our
society — that of the informed
patron who is also an active
participant.

As well as being an authority
on industrial chemistry, euca-
lypts, and a lot of other things
— he once, at my request at a
socla] gathering gave me a com-
plete summary .of the history
of plywood in Australia — he is
a writer, the author of an excel-
lent book on Alfred Felton, of
Felton Bequest fame, and co-
founder of the fortunes of the
family firm of Felton, Grlm-|

I am sorry that this surve
leaves three other knights wltl‘;
whom I have no personal

acquaintance. But-after all, one
can’t krow everyone, 1

o
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Herald Special Sefrm'c

LONDON, Thursday. —
gratulations for the ne
Field Marshal, Sir Tho
Blamey, came today from 1
'oldest Field Marshal, Lo

Birdwood, who commanded_th
Anzacs in the First World Wa
Lord Birdwood said: “When,
I took command of the Anza
forces at the end of 1914, I me
Col. Blamey, as he then wa
one of the many very capab!
Australian officers selected by1
that great soldier, Sir William |
Bridges. S ¢
“1 am sure the new Field
Marshal will feel, as I do, the
reatest regret that General
ridges was killed at Gallipoli
and deprived of the opportu-
nity of rising to the rank of
field-marshal, for which he was
so eminently fitted.
«T trust we may see Field
Marshal Blamey in England b
fore long.”
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! ‘X 7 HEN deferred justice is to
b? scharged a good deal
of . supplementary work

must often be done. f
In the ordinary course of events
Sir Thomas Blamey, as Supreme
Commander of »the A%ﬁll:&

forces in the war, would ¢
ceived some such recogn! " as
that conferred in ‘the Birthday
honors list this week as soon as
the war ended.

The recognitioh of his services

was withheld because it had by!

| that time become the policy of the

| Chifley Government to allow Dr

Evatt, alone among the, citizens of

Australia, to accept honors, !

When the Menzies Government

decided to recommend the pro-

motion of Sir Thomas to the rank

of Field Marshal, the difficulty,

v 0 mn  Was encountered
CAPITAL TALK Bafwis:
from E.H- COX Army_and  the
- Lo 5 W | King cannot be-
stow field mar-

Sir Thomas Blamey from retire-

ment and reappoint him to the
active list. |

PO

removed from

the active list of

the Australian|

“Yeninary deneti- ghal’s Batons on persons who are
not active service list soldiers.

So_it became necessary to recall
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The Commonwealth Hom;lblrsr List

The King’s Birthday Honours
List published to-day has a
quite unusual interest for Aus-
tralians. A notable feature is
the promotion of General Sir
Thomas Blamey to the rank of
Field-Marshal “of the British
Army, an unprecedented tribute
to the status of military leader-
ship in this country. In
addition the list includes, for
the first time in eight years, a
of knighthoods that
have béen conferred on the
recommendation of the Federal

Government. This resumption
of a traditional meth of
recognising  services o the

nation will be widely welcomed.
That it has been abused on
occasions, none would deny.
But the Chifley Government’s
narrow-minded rejection of the
custom itself, while it may
have accorded with Labour
doctrine, certainly ran counter
to the generous instincts of the
average Australian.

Labour Governments have
recommended honours other
than knighthoods for members
of the Services, but they are
opposed to any recognition of
civilians. Mr. Curtin, however,

made some exceptions. He

recommended knighthoods for |

Sir Frederick Shedden and for
several Australian ‘generals. Mr.
Chifley, on the other hand.
turned a consistently stony eye
on “baubles” when he came
to power. His Government
did not class Privy Coun-
cillorships, which carry the
prefix “Right Honourable,”
surely a close relation of “Sir,”
among the despised Honours. It
handed out seven of them to
party stalwarts in about the
same number of years.

The Australian awards in the
latest Birthday List cover a
wide range of public activity.
Special gratification will be felt
in New South Wales at the
K.CM.G. conferred upon
Lieutenant-General John North-
cott, the State Governor, who
was Chief of the Australian
General Staff from 1942 to
1945. There remain, however,

other famous war leaders whom |’
the churlish attitude of thel

Chifley regime deprived of due
recognition.
that this injustice will not be
allowed to go unremedied much
longer. %

It may be hoped |¢
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Thomas Blamey to
Marshal as:—

‘Rowell said today.

ll.aboratory
War ldea
“Childish”

By JOHN HETHERINGTON

~ USTRALIAS
A first Field Mar-
shal, Si r
Thomas - Blamey,
| not among the iutur-
ists who Dbelieve the
next war—or any war,
| within measurable
time—will be won by
one side or the other
pushing a button.

«while sea, earth and air| |
continue, the Navy, y
and Air Force will continue,”
he said today at his South
|varra home, to which he
has just returned from six
weeks in Queensland.

“Atomic weapons will, of
course, bring vast changes in
the methods used by the fight-|p;
ing services, but not in t eir
bulc function and roles. The
conceptions of a war fou t
from laboratories by scien
are childish.”

Sir Thomas m;smey, the
- soldier ex-

oept South rica’s n
Smuts raised to the

rank of Fleld Ma.rsluk
borne h_eavin :

in two worid wars, but his

mind, at 66, remains sharp,
active, alert,

Nor have the years done
| much to reduce his physical
vigor. shortish, thickset
nﬁu.re. famil.l to Australians
whom he led in the Western

still moves with all its old
muscular liveliness

Many Calls

His ‘telephone was  If
const.aublv while we talked, wi
congratulation from
tmmdl. - It ben‘n ringin early
th s mo! sar

by m ‘am. he at %
breakfasted.

- “Naturally, I am deeva grsgi
M" S.lopor.>” he said.

Desert, Greece and the islands, |

e Chzef of the Australian General ‘
LIEUT.-GEN S. F. ROWELL, sees
“the Bzrthday Honors appointment o

thc rank of F teld

"Tribute To
Our Part In
Two Wars'

 LL ranks of the Australian Military
Forces will welcome this high honor
for Sir Thomas Blamey,” General

“This 1s the first
lgpointment of its
in the history of
the Australian Army
and it is a trlbute to
the Flrt Australia’s
land forces have played
in two world wars.
“It is fitting that the
award should have been
to one who rendered
service in
he t World War, and
who lecti theh Agsﬁuhn
ou ac-
ﬁul{v the whole oft
Second World War.”

. Mrs DOWNING
SAYS "HONOR
MOTHERS "

RS JOHN DOWNING
who recelved the

MBE, is past 80, and

is Federal president of the
Sl

eas

distribution of lm:mrll e
i A/ woman likes to have
recog:uxgon of her social work—
but that the honors of
the future should go to the
mothers of large families who
h:sy em up well,’ she said

“They ven't time for
social work, but their service
?iu%h; ani‘. reeoznli:io e th”
of the mat activ . “nci:}

Downt
s, d tl d‘ns ht:;'three sons

Fought Malana’

THE kn hthood awarded to
Austranan ‘physician SIR
HAMILTO. Ny F

'ATRLIE,

KBE, was described by medical

mm” as one of the most

all. because of his

great contributions to research
on tropical diseases.

“It was
mae"’m”""’ due to his

uld be controlled in the % 2:1-
lc war, and malaria mo:
gguced to mn@e mmxe\"
Rty TheTical ety o s
General 8. R Bum;on said w-

dw
m m‘l‘"l’ o
le's suggestion, he said. ’i.h.:t'
a drug of the type of valu-
first synthesised.

drine was
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that he was delighted to hear

THE SHN

BLAMEY: Service chiefs and'
generals ‘‘delighted”

SERVICE heads and generals last night were “delighted” at Sir
Thomas Blamey’s promotion. This is what they said:— i

Vice-Admiral Collins, First]ing services to Australia have|Sir Thomas Blamey, but fdr the
Naval Member, said last night|been recognised.” Australian army. He was one

4

Maj.-Gen. C. H. Simpson: “I|of the outstanding generals of

of the promotion. feel very proud to have served |the war, and it is about, time
The Chief of the Air Staffjunder such a great man. This that his services were fully
(Air Marshal George Jones)|1S & great honor, not only for 'recognised.” p

said he felt sure that the ser-|*
vices would be delighted to hear
lof Sir Thomas Blamey’s well-
|deserved promotion.

The Chief Justice (Lieut.-
Gen. Sir Edmund Herring):—
“No one could have wished to
serve under a better man. Aus-
tralia does not know yet just
how much she owes to Field
Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey.”

Lieut.-Gen. Sir Stanley Sav-
ige: — “No man contributed
more to Australia’s defence|
during the war than Sir|
Thomas Blamey. His loyalty
was unbounded, and he won the
devotion, not only of his sub-
ordinate officers, but of his
troops.”

Maj.-Gen. A. H. Ramsay:
“I'm glad that someone has
seen fit to confer this honor on
Sir Thomas Blamey. Everybody
must be glad that his outstand-
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Field - Marshal Sir
Thomas Blamey, Aus-
tralia’s most dis-
tinguished soldier, will
receive his own special

arshal’'s baton, Bruce

eale cables from Lon- |
don,

The War Office will for-
ward the baton to him when
notice of his appointment is
gazeited.

A War Office spokesman
said yesterday that field-
marshals’ batons were mnot
passed on from one to an-
other.

Each time a new appoint-
ment was made a new baton
was issued as a part of the
field-marshal’s insignia, and
he retained it until his
death.

The last baton issued
was to Field-Marshal Slim,

Whether Field-Marshal Sir
Thomas Blamey re-
ceive any financial gain
from his promotion is noq
yet clear. i

In the British Army




THOMAS BLAMEY.

bFROM LEFT: Mr. Chippi

o

FIELD MARSHAL SIR

@

KNIGHTHO(
11 AUSTRALIANS
King’s Birthday

Honors List

Eleven Australians received knighthoods in the 1950
King’s Birthday Honors List issued last night—the first
since 1942.

At the same time the promotion of Australia’s war-
time leader, General Sir Thomas Blamey, to the rank of
field marshal was announced. He is the first Australian
*torattain this rank. A

The Commander of the British Occupation Forces in
Japan, Lieutenant-General H. C. H. Robertson, becomes
a knight on the recommendation of the United King-

dom Government.

Knighthoods

K.C.M.G. (CIVIL).
|Lieut.-General John Northcott,
Chief of the General Staff,
AMUF., 1942-45, now Gover-
nor of N.S.W.

K.B.E. (MILITARY).
| Lieut.-General Stanley\George
Savige.
|Lieut.-General Horace Clement
Hugh Robertson.

K.B.E. (CIVIL).

‘| Professor Douglas Berry Cop-
|| 1and, Vice-Chancellor of the
Australian National Univer-
sity, Canberra, Prices Com-
missioner for Australia 1939-
45, {

Dr. Neil Hamilton Fairley, for
services to tropical’ medi-
cine.
KNIGHTS BACHELOR
/ (CIVIL).

John Klunder Jensen: Services
in munitions production in
Australia.

Frank Keith Officer: Austra-
lian Ambassador in Paris.
John Stanley Storey: Austra-
lian engineering manufac-
turer, for public services.
Wilfred Russell Grimwade: For
public and philanthropic ser-

vices in Victoria.

Dr. Wilberforce Stephen New-
ton: For public services in
Victoria. il

O.B.E.;: Mrs. Vasey, O.B.E.

¢ * Robert Ross McDonald: Form-

erly Minister for

and Forests (W.A).
Other Honors
“ws. CB. (MILITARY).

AIEQVice-Marshal Francis Mas-

Housing

n Bladin: Member for Per-
sonnel on the Air Board.
CM.G.
obert Hall Chapman.—SA.
Railway Commissioner.
alter  James  Garnett:-

| Deputy High Commissioner
| for the United Kingdom ir
| Australia. A

Williama Keverall McIntyre, of
Launceston.—For voluntary
services at Queen Victoria
Hospital and
General Hospital.
Daniel MecVey.. — Formerly
director-general of postal
«.services.

s ———

ndall, C.B.E.; Mr. Chenoweth, O.B.E.:

C.B.E. (CIVIL).

Giles Tatlock Chippindall.—
Director-General of Postal
Services and formerly Direc-
tor-General of the Depart-
ment of War Organisation of
Industry.

Gilbert Dowling Henderson.—
For services to the plastic
surgery unit, Heidelberg Mili-
tary Hopsital. /

William Hewson *~ Anderson.—
For public services in Vie-
toria.

James Sykes Battye.
—Principal librarian and sec-
retary for the W.A. Public
Library, Museum and Art
Gallery since 1912,

Hugh McIntyre Birch.—Super-
intendent of Mental Institu-
tions in S.A.

C.B.E. (MILITARY).
Major-General Robert Harold
Nimme, G.0.C., Northern
Command, P
Air-Commodore Frederick Ru-
dolph Scherger, Deputy Chief
of the Air Staff. %
Engineer Rear-Admiral John
‘Webster Wishart, Third Na-
val Member of the Naval
Board and Chief of Construc-
tion.
O.B.E. (MILITARY).
Lt.-Col. John Edward Barrett,
in charge administration

Western Command.

Rabbi Danglow.

Mrs. Frances Derham.—For s0-

John Finlay, general manager

tary services to the com-
munity.

Mrs. Mary Tenison Woeds.—
For services in child welfare.

George William Cant, of Cort-
linye, S.A—Chairman .of the
board of management, Dis-
trict Hospital. }

Henry Thomas Chapman, —
South. Melbourne city coun-
cillor and chairman of the

tion of Victoria.

—Commissioner of Taxes in
Victoria.

James Henry Davey. — For
voluntary services -to charit-
able movements at Ballarat.

Albert Edwin Hamilton.—For
services to the Stock Owners’
Association and the Royal
Agricultural and Horticultu-
ral Society in S.A.

Martin Alfred Whitford.—War-
den of Burnie municipai
council, Tasmania.

M.B.E. (MILITARY).

Rev. Thomas David Beyer
(RAAF).

Butcher. -

Captain Henry Ge i
CAME.. ry orge Frith

Captain (Temp. Major) Rod-
ney Charles Gabriel,

Lient. Douglas Alb Holm
(R.AN.). T e

Mr. Alexander Edward Leo
MacLeod, senior  commis-
sioned instructor, R.A.N.

Lieut. Alan King Martin (Citi-
zen Air Force). S

Major John Martin Mills.

Captain (Tem]
Hedley Pow&cx‘ o Cly’e

Flight-Lieut. Keith L
Rundle. Ml.nun‘

Lieut.-Comander (8. ‘
Ll (8.) Charles
M.B.E. (Civil)
clal welfare services.
of the Lithgow Small Arms

factory.
Miss Ida Grace Francis.—For

Honorary Justices’ Associa-

Richard Willmore Chenoweth.|>

Flight-Lieut, Charles Williadh|
Lieut. (E.) William Arthurf
Cook.

Lt.-Col. Thomas Alexander|
Coyne,

Squadron-Leader Cyril Arthur
Greenwood, commanded R.A.
AF. in Berlin air lift.

Miss Margaret Irene Lang,
Matron in Chief, R.AAF.
ysursing Service from 1944-

Surgeon Commander (D.) John
Ellis Richards, dental officer.

Commander (Acting Captain)
‘Ross Valdar Wheatley, naval
officer in charge New Guinea.

O.B.E. (CIVIL).
Rabbi Jacob Danglow.—For

services to the community
‘ and as a chaplain in two
world wars.

Launceston | Mrs, Florence Violet McKenzie.

—For voluntary services to
the Women’s Emergency Sig-
nalling Corps.

Alfred Roy Nankervis.—Lately
secretary to the Department
of the Navy.

William Andrews Perrin. — A

| ‘blinded ex-serviceman, for
public services, especially to
the Red Cross.

Miss Edna Mary Shaw.—
Matron = at  Crown-street
Women’s Hospital, Sydney,
for services to the Common-

j wealth.

Mrs. Jessie Mary Vasey.—For
social welfare services, espe-
. cially to war widows.
Captain John Protheroe’ Wil-
liams.—For marine salvage
work. o
Strella Groves Wilson
(Mrs. Smith).—Well-known
Australian singer, for volun-

services to nursing.

Miss Gwendoline Hesketh,—!
social welfare servh;esl'?’ oy

Miss Hilda Blanche Jackson,
clerical assistant on the staff
of the official secretary of the
Governor-General.

Miss Dorothy - Mary Maye, a
civilian nurse, for services
rendered at Kavieng Euro-
pean Hospital, New Guinea.

George Paterson, honorary pen-
sions officer, Australian Le-
gion of ex-service clubs.

Miss Evelyn Tildesley.—For de-
voted service to soldiers’ or-
phans and the Red Cross.

Frederick Westbrooke Bate-
son, — For voluntary services

organisation in W.A.

Miss Jessie Clifton.—President
of the Returned Nurses’ Me-
morial Fund, W.A.

Mrs. Cecilia Downing.—For so-
cial welfare services in Vic-
toria.

Frederick Francis Dunn.—For
voluntary services to ex-
servicemen and their organ
isation in Victoria.

Mrs. Susie May MacGillicuddy.
—Matron, Church of England
]s_%czys’ Home, Walkerville,

Mrs. Iris Victoria Morrow. —
President Y.W.C.A, in S.A.

IMPERIAL SERVICE ORDER

Cyril Frank Knight.—Secretary
of the Crown Law depatt-
ment of Victoria. 3

Heinerich Carl Meyer. — Chief

engineer and general mana-

ger of the Harbors Board de-

partment, S.A.

(Other References, PagesL.)

to returned soldiers and thei

Knights in Birthday Honor

TOP FROM LEFT.—Lieut-General Sir John Northcott; Lieut-General
Savige; Lieut-General Sir H. C. H. Robertson. Cenire (from left): £
Berry Copland: Sir Neil Hamilton Fairley: Sir Wilired Russell
Lower: Sir Wilberforce Stephen Newton: Sir John Klunder Jensen
; Stanley Storey.




11 AUSTRALIANS

since 1942.

*torattain this rank

The Commander of the British Occupation Forces in
Lieutenant-General H.C. H. Robertson, becomes.

Japan,

King’s Birthday
Honors List

Eleven Australians received knighthoods inthe‘l9‘50
King’s Birthday Honors List issued last night—the first

At the same time the promotion of Australia’s war-
time leader, General Sir Thomas Blomey,' to the ranlf of
field marshal was announced. He is the first Australian

a knight on the reccommendation of

Knighthoods

' K.CM.G. (CIVIL).
Lieut.-General John Northcott,

AM.F., 1942-45, now Gover-
nor of N.S.W.
K.B.E. (MILITARY).
Lieut.-General Stanley\Genrge
Savige.
Lieut.-General Horace Clement
Hugh Robertson.

K.B.E. (CIVIL).

/| Professor Douglas Berry Cop-
|l land, Vice-Chancellor of the
Australian National Univer-
sity, Canberra, Prices Com-
Tissioner for Australia 1939-
5. 4

Dr. Neil Hamilton Fairley, for
services to tropical’ medi-
cine.
KNIGHTS BACHELOR
/ (CIVIL).

John Klunder Jensen: Services
in munitions production in
Australia.

Frank Keith Officef: Austra-
lian Ambassador in Paris.
John Stanley Storey: Austra-
lian engineering manufac-
turer, for public services. -
Wilfred Russell Grimwade: For
public and philanthropic ser-

vices in Victoria.

b/ Dr. Wilberforce Stephen New-

g ton: For public services in

Victoria. D

Chief of the General Staff,

dom Government..

C.B.E. (CIVIL).
Giles Tatlock Chippindall.—
Director-General of Postal
Services and formerly Direc-
tor-General of the Depart-|
ment of War Organisation of
Industry.
Gilbert Dowling Henderson.—
For services to the plastie
surgery unit, Heidelberg Mili-
tary Hopsital. J
William Hewson = Anderson.—
For public services in Vie-
toria.

James Sykes Battye.
—Principal librarian and sec-
retary for the W.A. Public
Library, Museum and Art
Gallery since 1912.

Hugh McIntyre Birch.—Super-
intendent of Mental Institu-|
tions in S.A.

C.B.E. (MILITARY).
Major-General Robert Harold
Nimmo, G.0.C., Northern
Command. .
Air-Commodore Frederick Ru-
dolph Scherger, Deputy Chief
of the Air Staff. ‘»
Engineer Rear-Admiral John
Webster Wishart,Third Na-
val Member of the Naval
Board and Chief of Construc-
tion.
O.B.E. (MILITARY).
Lt.-Col. John Edward Barrett,
in charge administration

‘Western Command.

Lieut. Alan King Martin (Citi-
Major John Martin Mills,

the United King-

tary services to the com-
munity.

Mrs. Mary Tenison Woods.—
For services in child welfare.

George William Cant, of Cort-
linye, S.A.—Chairman of the
board of management, Dis-
trict Hospital. = - 0.0

Henry Thomas Chapman, —
South. Melbourne city coun-
cillor and chairman of the
Honorary Justices’ Associa-
tion of Victoria. A

Richard Willmore Chenoweth.

—Commissioner of Taxes in

Victoria.

James Henry Davey. — For
voluntary services to charit-
able movements at Ballarat.

Albert Edwin Hamilton,—For
services to the Stock Owners’
Association and the Royal
Agricultural and Horticultu-
ral Society in- S.A.

Martin Alfred Whitford.—War-
den of Burnie municipai
council, Tasmania.

M.B.E. (MILITARY).

Rev. Thomas David Beyer
(RAAF.). %

Flight-Lieut. Charles Williarh|
Butcher. -

Lieut. (E.) William Arthur}
Cook. ; o

Captain Henry Geo th
(A.MLF.). A gfleid

Captain (Temp. Major) Rod-
ney Charles Gabriel, {

Lient. Dounglas Albert Holmes
(R.AN.).

Mr. Alexander Edward Leo,
MacLeod, senior  commis-

sioned instructor, R.A.N.

zen Air Force).

Knights in Birthday

Stanley Storey.

oy

Honors

TOP FROM LEFT.—Lieut-General Sir John Northcott; Lieut-General Sir S. G.
Savige; Lieut-General Sir H. C. H. Robertson.
Berry Copland; Sir Neil Hamilton Fairley:
Lower: Sir Wilberforce Stephen Newton: Sir John Klunder Jensen: Sir Jol

Centre (from left): Sir Douglas
Sir Wilfred Russell Grimwa

Captain (T

ptal B un Major) Clyfln
Flight-Lieut. K r
oo
Li;lvlt.-(}omanﬂer (8.) Charles

M.B.E. (Civil)

Mrs. Frances Derham.—For so-
cial welfare services.

John Finlay, general manager!
of the Lithgow Small Argns

factory.

Miss Ida Grace Francis.—For

r, Chippindall, CBE: Mr. Chenoweth, O.B.E.; Rabbi Danglow.

O.B.E.;: Mrs. Vasey, O.B.E.

» Robert Ross McDonald: Form-
"I erly Minister for ]

Lt.-Col. Thomas

and Forests (W.A).

Other Honors
C.B. (MILITARY).
Vice-Marshal Francis Mas-
n Bladin: Member for Per-
onnel on the Air Board.
CM.G.
—S.A.

Coyne.

services to nursing.

Alexander | Miss Gwendoline Hesketh.—For

|Squadron-Leader Cyril Arthur
Greenwood, commanded R.A.
AF. in Berlin air lift.

Miss Margaret Irene Lang,
Matron in Chief, R.A.AF.
z‘leursing Service from 1944-

Surgeon Commander (D.) John

bert Hall C
Railway Commissioner.
alter James Garnett.
Deputy High Commissione!
for the United Kingdom i
Australia. 3
Williara Keverall McIntyre, of
Launceston—For voluntary
services at Queen Vlctofla

C (Acting Captai
‘Ross Valdar Wheatley, naval
| officer in charge New Guinea.

0.B.E. (CIVIL).

social welfare services.

Miss Hilda Blanche Jackson,

clerical assistant on the staff
of the official secretary of the
Governor-General.

Miss Dorothy = Mary Maye, a
civilian  nurse, for services
rendered at Kavieng Euro-
pean Hospital, New Guinea.

Ellis Richards, dental officer. George Paterson, honorary pen-

sions officer, Australian Le-

gion of ex-service clubs.
Miss Evelyn Tildesley.—For de-

voted service to soldiers’ or-
.phans and the Red Cross.

Rabbi Jacob Danglow.—For
services to the community
and as a chaplain in two
_world wars.

1 an
General Hospita;\
Daniel McVey.. — Formerly
director-general of postal
n.sg_rvlces.

| rr——————

J wealth.
|Mrs. Jessie Mary Vasey.—For

| liams.—For marine salvage Heinerich Carl Meyer. — Chief

—For voluntary services to
the Women’s Emergency Sig-
nalling Corps.

Alfred Roy Nankervis.—Lately
secretary to the Department
of the Navy.

|William Andrews Perrin. — A

| ‘blinded ex-serviceman, for

public services, especially t0|nrs Susie May MacGillicuddy.

the Red Cross.

Miss Edna Mary Shaw.—
Matron * at  Crown-street
Women’s Hospital,

| for services to the Common-

' cially to war widows.

Captain John Protheroe Wil-

work, P
Miss Strella Groves Wilson
(Mrs. Smith).—Well-known!
Australian singer, for volun-

S.A.
Sydney, |Mrs. Iris Vietoria Morrow. —

IMPERIAL SERVICE ORDER
social welfare services, espe-|Cyril Frank Knight.—Secretary

F w Bate-
son, — For voluntary services
to returned soldiers and theix
organisation in W.A.

Mirs. Florence Violet McKenzie,|[Miss Jessie Clifton.—President

of the Returned Nurses’ Me-
morial Fund, W.A.

Mrs. Cecilia Downing.—For so-
cial welfare services in Vie-
toria,

Frederick Francis Dunn.—For
voluntary services to ex-
servicemen and their organ
isation in Victoria.

—Matron, Church of England
Roys’ Home, Walkerville,
A.

President Y.W.C.A. in S.A.

of the Crown Law depart-
ment of Victoria.

engineer and general mana-
ger of the Harbors Board de-
partment, S.A.

(Other References, Pag )
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PROMOTION GENERAL T RANK QF FIELD MARSHAL

THE PRIME MINISTER

With reference to my mimate of 30th May,
attached is a draft letter to the Minister for the
Army requesting him to arrange for the necessary
further steps to be taken to give effect to the
promotion of General Blamey to the rank of Fileld
Marshal as announced in the Birthday Honours List on
8th June 1950, :

.68

Secretary
8/6/1950




The following is an extract from my mimute of
10th Mareh :

"The following is the legal poinv that will need
to be clarified in making the promotion, General Blamey
relinquished the appointment of Commander-in-chief,
Australian Military Forces, on 30th November 1945, and
was placed on a Supermmerary List. He was removed from
the Supernumerary List and transferred to the Reserve of
Officers on lst February 1946, He was placed on the
Retired List with permission to retain his rank and wear
uniform on 2nd February 1950, Under A.M.R. & 0. 157
the Governor-General may, on the retirement of an officer,
grant the military title equivalent to the rank held by
him imnediately prior to his retirement, but there is no
authority to promote to higher rank an officer on the
Retired List." ,

2. It was oontuglaud that, when the announcement of
the promotion is made by the King, it would be a matter for
the rtment of the Army to take all necessary steps to give
effeot to it, TPor example, the Active Forece comprises General
and other lists of officers holding appointments, those on the
Supernumerary List, and the Unattached List. As Field Marshal
is 2 new rank for an Australian Officer, it is not clear as to
vmiohti.ut it would be desirable to restore General Blamey for
promotion.

3 As aotion to cancel the transfer of General Blamey
to the Retired List is to be taken immedlately in accordance with
our letter to the Governor-General, a draft Order-in-Council
s submitted herewith, but General ﬁlm'a status prior to this,
as indicated above, 18 an officer of the Reserve of Officers
which, under Sectlon 32A of the Defence Aot, is not part of the
Aotive Citizen Military Forces, The Order-in-council therefore
includes the further acticn to transfer him to the General List
of the Active Citizen Military Forees, so as to conform fully
to the conditions for promotion to Fleld Marshal.

4. It is suggested that the following eourse be
followed:

(1) As the Order-in-Council will have to be sizgned by
the Minister for the Army and subsequent action
arranged by him, you will doubtless wish to inform
him of the proposal for his personal and confidential
information, when he is asked to sign the Order.




27
SECRET
2.

(11) It is essential that the Order-in-Couneil
be approved by the Executive Council prior
to the announcement on 12th June. To avoid
speculation as to the reason for this action
and anticipation of the King's intention,
however, i1t is suggested that Mr., Willoughby
might arrange for ite submission to & meeting
of the Executive Council as late as gible
ﬁ“r to 12th June, and that its publication

the cmulf.ﬁ Gazette be delayed until after

the anncuncement is made,

(1i1) As stated above, when the announgement of the King's
approval to the promotion to Field Marshal is
made, 1t will be a matter for the Department of
?‘W to take the further steps to give effect

e ] ™

d) £, @ sy, |

L N

Seocretary :
30/5/1950
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PRIME MINISTER,
CANBERRA. 4.C.T.

CONHDENT\AL 23rd May 1950.

MOST CONFIDENTIAL.,

Your Excellency,

I have for acknowledgment your Official Secretary's
letter of May 20th 1950, enclosing a copy of the communication
from Buckingham Palace having reference to my letter to you
recommending the promotion of General Blamey to the rank of
Field Marshal. :

Careful consideration has been given to the
contents of Sir Alan Lascelles' letter, and I have to say
that, in view of the really outstanding services of General
Blamey, the Australian Government desires that the
promotion recommended should be made.

The promotion is, of course, a promotion in the
Australian Army that could be made by Your Excellency, but in
view of the high rank and the fact that His Majesty holds it,
the approval of His Majesty would add to its confirment,

To remove the obstacle mentioned in the second
paragraph of Sir Alan Lascelles' letter, the Government proposes
to cancel the transfer to the retired 1list of General Blamey.
Steps to this end will be taken immediately, and I would be
glad if you could inform His Majesty the King accordingly.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) R.G. Menzies

His Excellency the Rt. Hon. W.J. McKell,
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia,
Government House,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Prime Minister,
23rd May 1950,

The Secretary,
DEFENCE DEPARTMENT.

For preparation necessary Order in Council.

{Sgd.) “T.5. Willoughby.
Personal Assistant to
the Prime Minister




THE PRIME MINISTER

(THROUGH THE ACTING MINISTER FOR DEFENCE)

Mr. willoughby has informed me that objections
have been raised to your recommendation for the promotion
of General Sir Thomas Blemey to Field Marshal becsuse it
is not the custom to promote officers on the Retired List
end to do so would create an undesirsble precedent.

2. Unfortunstely my pepers in which I exeamined
the provisions of the Defence Act and Australien Militery
Regulstions in relstion to this proposal ere in my personal
safe in Melbourne, but broadly the conclusions were :
(1) It is e promotion in the Australien Army that
could be made by the Governor-General on the
recommendation of the Government.

(11) In view of the high renk end the fact that the

King holdsit, the approvel of His Majesty would
edd to its confirment.

(411) There were difficulties under the Australian
Militery Regulations because of the fact that
General Blemey hed been placed on the Retired

Lih:, but ways could be devised for overcoming
them,

3 without knowledge of the precise language of the
obd;;tions, I would suggest the followlng points in your
reply :

(1) It is proposed to cancel the traunsfer of
General Blsmey from the Retired List to the
Active List in order to promote him to Field
Marshal.

(41) As it is a promotion in the Austrelian Army,
this fect ensbles a distinction to be drewn in
regerd to the crestion of e precedent for the
Forces of other psrts of the Empire.

(111) If there are still objections to the King approving
of it from the aspect of procedure or precedent,
the Austreslisn Govermment would not wish to
embarress His Majesty by pressing for his approval
though it would greatly sppreciste it. Alternatively,
it could meke the promotion in the usual manner
through the Governor-General in council,
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2.

Le In regerd to points 2(iii) end 3(1), the
retiring age for & General under Australian Militasry
Regulation 124 is 62 years, but General Blamey, who was
66 years on 24th Jesnuery last, wes only mcntiy
transferred to the Retired lList. Appearently he remeined
on the Active List beyond 62 under the provisions of
Australien Militery Reguletion 124(2) which reads :

"In time (2) An officer, who, during time of war, or
of wer. ee months immedistely after the time of
war has ceased, reaches the age for his
retirement shown in sub-regulation (1) of
this regulstion, siall be retired on the
expiration of tﬁon three months:; Provided
thaet any officer may sooner be retired at
any time after he has reached that age."

This would presumsbly permit an officer to be kept on the
Active List until three months af'ter "the time of war" hes
ceaesed. It would ear to be quite competent for en
Order in Council to pessed cencelling the transfer of
General Blsmey to the Retired List.

5 Alternstively, Austrelien Militery Regulation
124(4) reeds as follows :

*(Y4) This regulation shall not epply to en officer
of the Engineer and Reilway steff Corps, or i a
cheplein-genersl, the Senior Jewish Cheplein, or e
senior chaplain ln a Military District.”

It would be possible to pess a new regulstion ante-deted
prior to Genersl Blamey's retirement reasding :

(5) This regulstion shall not apply to General

Sir Thomas Blemey, formerly General Officer Commsnding
the second Anstrniian Imperisl rorce and Commender-in-
Chief of the rustralisn Militery rorces.

6. Action in parqgnph ,; would be prefersble, but
in view of the confidentisl msture of the proposal, it is

not possible at this stage to consult the Army Antfmritin.

R 8
,“};d'». |

Secretary
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'BUCKINGHAM PALACE

CONF IDENTJIAL.
10th May, 1950.

My Dear Governor=General,

I laid before The King your letter of March 22nd,
covering the Prime Minister's letter to you of larch 15th.

His Majesty has given careful consideration to
this matter., He would, I need not say, be very glad that
General Blamey's long and distinguished service should be
recognized; I am, however, to point out that no officer on the
retired 1ist has ever yet been promoted to the rank of Field
Marshal and if such promotion were to become the accepted practice
it might lead to difficulty in the future both in the Australian
Army and in His Majesty's Forces elsewhere.

If Mr. Menzies agrees that this might be a not
altogether desirable innovation, would he consider recommending
the award of the G.C.B. (Military) to General Blamey? The
necessary formal submission for such an award could be made here,
in the usual way, and the King, I know, would be ready to approve
it.

Such an award could, of course, be published in the
Birthday Honours list. Incidentally, promotions (as distinct from
awards) are not usually included in the Honours List, though, if
General Blamey were to be promoted to the rank of Field Marshal,
this could I suppose be announced in the separate supplement to the
London Gazette which will contain the Honours conferred by The King
on the advice of his Australian Ministers.

: As time is getting short perhaps you could kindly
telegraph your reply to me in the Household Cypher?

Yours sincerély,
(signed) A. LASCELLES.

- His Excellency
The Governor-General of Australia.




15th Narch, 1950.

Your Excellency,

The &Australisn Government desires to
promote General Sir Thomas Albert Blamey, G.B.E.y K.C.B.,
c. k. .hn"i:i! £.D., to the renk of Field Marshal in the
an

General Blamey was a distinguished Staff
Officer in the First World War snd was one of the great
m of the sustralisn Imperial Force in its campeigns
war.

When in 1939, the Second i.I.F. was
establisghed, he was appointed to the command of the first
“’“‘“ﬁ:ﬁ‘:.‘.. - the sixth  Division - and he had what
was poss que s on m
being the principsl Comzanding Officer from the iuu
to the end of the War,

During World Wer II he rendered distinguished
service in the Niddle East as General Officer Commanding
Australian Imperisl Forces, and Deputy Commander-in-Chief
British Forces, and subsequently, in Southwest Pacifie
Area, as Commander-in-Chief mmnna Hilitary Forces, and
Commander uut Land Porces.

I shall be glad if you could inform His
Najesty the King of the -mm of the Government, and, in
view of the high rank uc its conferment for thl services,
submit the recommendation for auﬁ acious eapproval and
inclusion in the Birthday
I heve the honour to be,
sir,

Your obedient servant,

(R.G. MENZIES)
His Excellency,
The Right !muu:x 3oJ. NHeKell,
Governor-Gener
Government l!onu.
/{ée\/.*"“‘ J i
e S
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DRAFT LETTER FROM. PRIME MINISTER
TO _GOVERN OR-GENERAL.

The Australian Government desires to promote
General Sir Thomas Albert Blamey, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.M.G.,
D.S.0., E.D., to the rank of Field Marshal in the
Australian Military Forces, in recognition of his
distinguished war service in the Middle East, as General
Officer Commanding, Australian Imperial Force, and Deputy
Commander-in-Chief, British Forces, and subsequently in
the Southwest Pacific Area as Commander-in-Chief,
Australiasn Military Forces, and Commander, Allied Land
Forces.
2. I shall be glad if you could inform
His Majesty the King of the wishes of the Government,
and)in view of the high rank and its conferment for
special services, submit the recommendation for his
gracious approval and inclusion in the Birthday Honours

List.
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HONOURS - GENERAL BLAMEY'S LIST OF
RECOMMENDATIONS

SECRET

During a discussion of the Birthday Honours List
with the Minister, he said that the Prime Minister and General
Blamey had had a talk about the latter's list of recommendations
for Knighthoods which had not been approved by the Labour
Government.

The Minister said that the Prime Minister had
been staggered by the size of General Blamey's list *"and in
language which General Blamey would understand had said 'pull
your head in, mug'." The Minister said that the Prime
Minister did not agree that all of General Blamey's recom-
mendations should be approved.

The Minister stated that the Prime Minister and he
were agreed that priority should be given to the "fighting
commandérs™ in the periodical awards, and the Prime Minister
proposed to recommend Lieut.-General Savige for the K.B.E. in
the Birthday List. The Minister added that he had urged the
Prime Minister to divert the civil Knighthoods to the "fighting
commanders™, but the Prime Minister had stated, after enquiry,
that this could not be done.

The Minister said that both the Prime Minister and
himself had been amazed with the lobbying that was occurring,
the Prime Minister having stated that two likely recipients
had been discarded by him for this reason.

Also see the attached minute on the reply to
Senator Rankin, which, the Minister states, he submitted to
the Prime Minister for his approval, and in which it is
indicated that war-time arrears will be dealt with in the
periodical Birthday and New Year Lists, according to their
merits.

Also see the attached minute on the promotion of
General Blamey to Field Marshal.

Il

-

8/3/1950.




DEPARTMENT OF DEFEICE

RECOGNITION OF WARTIME SERVICE - PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

THE MINISTER

The Prime Minister's Department has communicated
to this Department for urgent advice the following question
by Senator G.J. Rankin addressed to the Minister repre-
senting the Prime Minister :

(1) Has the Govermment given consideration to the
recommendations of the Commander-in~Chief of the
Armed Forces that certain awards should be made
to many officers and other ranks.

(2) Has consideration been given to the acceptance of
decorations which the United States of America
wishes to confer on certain members of the
Australian Armed Forces.

(3) If the answers to (1) and (2) are in the negative,
will the Govermment give early consideration to
these matters so that these officers and other
ranks may receive the rewards their conduct and
gallantry entitled them to.

2. The Labour Party's policy relating to Honours
for the Services was submitted to Cabinet by the Prime
Minister (Mr. Chifley) in Cabinet Agendum No. 1002 of

17th November 1945. The decision of Cabinet was

(a) Only operational awards be recommended for bestowal,
(b) The highest operational award will be C.B.

B, The final recommendations for British awards in
the periodical operational lists were made to the King in
the Army list for the period lst April 1945 to 15th August
1945, and in the R.A.A.F. list for the period lst July 1945
to 30th September 1945. Awards to R.A.N. personnel were
completed in conjunction with Admiralty lists, in accordance
with the Naval practice adopted during the war., Special
lists of awards for ex-Australian prisoners of war were
subsequently submitted to and approved by the King.

4, In the case of American awards, a note of 13th
November, 1947, from the United States Embassy, Canberra,
stated :

"Public Law 239, 80th Congress, approved on July
25, 1947, will terminate authority under the Act of
December 17, 1942, for the award of all United States
decorations to foreign individuals or units as of mid-
night January 24, 1948,

The General Headquarters of the Far East Command
has indicated that the effect of this Act will be to
automatically cancel all recommendations for awards which

nave not been granted by January 24, 1948,
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The General Headquarters, Far East Command, has
expressed the hope that, in view of the above provisions
of the law in question, the Commonwealth Government may
early approve acceptance of the awards or definitely
indicate its non-concurrence, in order that the recom-
mendations which have so long been pending may be
definitely closed."

The final lists of proposals by the United States Government
for the bestowal of United States awards on Australian
Service personnel for war-time service were dealt with by
the former Government and finalised at the end of 1947.

5. In the absence of information as to the Prime
Minister's view on this matter of Poliey on which, by custom,
he exercises a personal prerogative, I would mention the
following points :

(1) There is a regular allotment for the Services in
periodical award of Honours in the Birthday and
New Year Lists.

(1ii) It was not the pre-war custom to confine the allotment
of honours in the New Year and Birthday Lists to
officers of the Permenent Forces, though it was
necessary to establish this principle by Ministerial
‘direction.

(iii) It is therefore possible to include in these
periodical awards non-Permanent Officers who have
rendered distinguished war service. In doing so,
the operational Commanders of course have the
strongest claims to consideration.

6. As stated in paragraph 4, the American Act for
awards to foreign individuals lepsed on 24th January, 1948,
when all outstanding recommendations were automatically
cancelled. Under the Labour Govermment's Policy, all awards
for operational service were approved.

Vi On the basis of the foregoing, the following is
a draft reply to Senator Rankin :

Question (1) - Full consideration will be given to the
recognition of war-time service in the recommendations
for the periodical award of Honours in the Birthday
and New Year Lists.

Question (2) - In November 1947, the United States authorities
stated that legislative authority for the award of United
States decorations under war-time arrangements would
terminate on 24th January 1948, and decisions on the
proposals in the final war-time lists were made by the
previous Government at the end of 1947. It is understood
that all awards for operational service were approved.

Question (3) - See replies to Questions (1) and (2).

(Intd.) 1 e o
Seecretary
Approved. 9/3/1950
(Intd.) E.J3.H.
9/3/1950







THE ACTING MINISTER:

The Minister asked for advice on the procedure
for the promotion of General Sir Thomas Blamey to the renk
" of FPield Marshal.

2. Under Section Bgo) of the Defence Act, the
Governor-General may promote officers of the Defence Forces,
and A.M.R.& O. 87 provides that they shall be made or
approved by the Governor-@General. Subject to clarification
of a legal point in General Blsmey's case referred to later,
the Austrslisn Govermment could therefore make the promotion,
but, in view of the high rank and its conferment for special
services, the Prime Minister may wish to add to its
significance by obtaining the prior spproval of the King,
end issue the notification in conjunction with the Birthday
Honours List.

3. There are two Field Marshals in the Austrelian
Military Forces, namely, the King, who accepted the rank in
1938, snd Field Marshal Birdwood, the Commander of the A,I.F.
during the First world wer, who was sppointed an honorary
Pield Maershal of the Australisn Military Porces in 1925
following his sppointment to the rank of Field Mershal in
the British Army et thet time. Following their service in
the First world war, Lieutenant-Generals Monash and Chauvel
were promoted to the rank of General.

- e The rank of Field Marshal has a special status

in the United Kingdom, and an officer of such renk remains
on the Active List until his decease. A Field Marshel of
the British Army, when no longer employed in the Service, is
placed on half pay. No similar provision exists under the
Australiasn Regulations, which provide for superannuation for
officers of the Permanent Forces only, on retirement. It
would therefore sppear that the grant of the rank of Fleld
Marshel to General Blamey would not necessarily involve any
finencial commitment such as half pay.

5. The following is the legal point that will need
to be clarified in meking the promotion. G@Generasl Blamey
relinquished the sppointment of Commander-in-Chief,
Australisn Militery Forces, on 30th November, 1945, and was
placed on a Supernumersry List. He was removed from the
Supernumerary List and transferred to the Reserve of Officers
on 1lst Pebruary, 1946. He was placed on the Retired List
with permission to retain his renk and wesr uniform on 2nd
Februsry, 1950. Under A.M.R.& 0. 157, the Governor-General
may, on *Ehe retirement of an officer, grant the military
title equivalent to the rank held by him immediately prior
to his retirement, but there is no authority to promote to
higher rank an othcar on the Retired List.







GECRE!

oI R OF F MARSHAL.

Provision is mede in Australisn Military
Regulstions for a rank of Field Marshal (Regulation 84).
Appointments to this rank would appear to be within the
normal powers provided for in the Regulations (87) for
promotions of officers to be made by the Governor-General.

2. There are two Pield Marshals in the Australian
Military Forces, namely, The King, who accepted the rank
in 1938, and Pield Marshel Birdwood, the Commander of the
A.I.F. during the First world Wer, who was appointed an
honorary Field Mershal of the Australian Military Forces
in 1925 following his appointment to the rank of Field
Marshal in the British Army at that time.

. The rank of Field Marshasl has a speclal status
and an officer of such rank nomineslly remains on the
Active List until his decease.

L. A Pleld Marshel of the British Army, when no
longer employed in the Service, is placed on half pay.
(Note: No similar provision exists under the Australian
Regulat ions, which provide for supersnnuation for officers
of the Permanent Forces only on retirement.§ It would
therefore sppeer that the grent of the rank of Field
Mershal to General Blsamey would not necessarily involve
sny financial commitment such as half pay. In this
connection it is noted that Field Marshal Smuts is not
shown in the British Army List as being in receipt of
half pay.)

5. General Blsmey relinquished the appointment of
Commander-in-Chief, Australian Military Forces, on 30th
November, 1945, and was placed on a Supernumerary List.

He was removed from the Supernumersry List and transferred
to the Reserve of Officers on lst February, 1946. He was
placed on the Retired List with permission to retain his
rank and wear uniform on 2nd February, 1950.

6. There is no suthority in Australisn Arny
Regulations for the promotion to a higher rank of an
officer who has been placed on the Retired List. He is
allowed to retain the Military title he held on retirement
and may be given permission to wear the uniform of that
renk. This would also sppear to preclude the possibility
of promotion to an honorary rank whilst still on the
Retired List.

. In order to give effect to the proposal under
examination, it would appesr to be necessary to remove
General Blamey from the Retired List end plece him on the
Active List. It would not eppear feasible to transfer him
%o the Unattached List, which is an Active List and exists




for special temporary purposes. In addition, the
Regulations provide that sn officer who has been five years
on the Unatteched List shall, unless re-sppointed to a
regiment or corps, be transferred to the Reserve of
Officers or retired.

8. The foregoing advice is provisional and
discussion with and confirmation by the Army esuthorities
would be desirsble. It would appear, however, that it
would first be necessary to transfer General Blamey from
the Retired List to the Active List before he could be
promoted to the rank of Fleld Marshal, but the Army
sdministrative snd legal aspects should be ascertained.

Har
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EXTRACT FROM ; 2z
COMMONWEALTH GAZETTE NO. 7

DATED 2ND FEBRUARY, 1950

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

His Excellency the Governor-General in Council has
approved of the following changes being made in connexion with
the Australian Military Forces :

RESERVE CITIZEN MILITARY FORCES

The following officers are placed upon the Retired
List with permission to retain their ranks and wear the
prescribed uniform :

GENERAL LIST

2nd Military District: Lieutenant-Cenerals H.G. Bennett, CB.
CMG. DSO. VD., and Sir Leslie J. Morshead, KCB. KBE. CMG.
DSO. ED., Major-General J.J. Murray, DSO, MC. VD., Colonels
(Honorary Brigadiers) J.R. Broadbent, CBE., M.B.B.Keatinge,
MC. VD., H.C. deLow, DSO. VD., F.P.H, Fewtrell, VD., C.E.
Cameron, MC. ED., and V.T., England, DSO. ED., and Colonels
E.O0. Milne, DSO. OBE. VD., and N.B. Loveridge, OBE. ED.

drd Military District: General Sir Thomas A. Blamey, GBE. KCB.
CMG. DSO. ED., Major-Cenerals F,P, Derham, CB. DSO. VD.,

and C.S. Steele, DSO. MC. VD., Colonels (Honorary Brigadiers)

D.A. Luxton, CMG. DSO. VD., W.H., St.Clair, DSO. VD., D.D.

Paine, CBE. DSO. vDa’ R.W. Tovell, CBEQ DSOQ EDO, J'Ao Cl&l‘e—

brough, ED., R.H. Norman, DSO. MC. VD., E. Gorman, MC.,
C. Lewrence, MC. ED., and L,H, Lemaire, ED., and Colonel
P.P. Cook, CBE. ED.

4th Military District: Colonels (Honorary Brigadiers) W.E.H.
Pascoe, ED., and A.S. Blackburn, VC. CBE. ED.

7th Military Distriet: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) L.C.
Lueas, DSO. MC. VD.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS

Transportation

4th Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) N.M,
Loutit, DSO. ED.

ROYAL AUSTRALTAN INFANTRY CORPS

2nd Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigedier) A.C.S.
Holland, CBE. VD.

3rd Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) N.M.
Freeman, DSO. ED.




ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
Medical

2nd Military Distriect: Colonels J.C. Storey, OBE. VD.,
K.S. Parker, MC. ED., and A,H. Tebbutt, DSO. VD.

3rd Military District: Colonels (Honorary Brigadiers)
H.C. Disher, CBE. ED., and N,H, Fairley, CBE., and
Colonels A,P. Derham, CBE. MC. ED., and W.,J. Newing, 'ED.

ROYAL AUSTRALTAN ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS

3rd Military Distriet: Colonel E.T. Bazeley, MC.

ROYAL CORPS OF AUSTRALIAN ELECTRICAL AND
MECHANTCAL ENGINERRS

3rd Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) W.D.
Chapman.

AUSTRALTAN ARMY LEGAL CORPS

2nd Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) A.S.
Lloyd, ED,

- Ex. Min. No. 6 - Approved 24th January 1950)

JOS. FRANCIS
Minister for the Army




EXTRACT FROM

COMMONVEALTH GAZETTE NO. 34 22

DATED 21ST FEBRUARY, 1946

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

His Royal Highness the Governor-General in
Council has approved the following change being made in
connexion with the Australian Military Forces :

GENERAL LIST

VX1l General sSir T.A. Blamey, GBE. KCB. CMG. DSO. ED.,
is removed from the Supernumerary List, 3lst January
1946, and is transferred to the Reserve of Officers
(General List), 1lst Februarv 1946.- (Ex. Min. No.48
- Approved 20th February 19486),.

F.M. FORDE

Minister for the Army




EXTRACT FROM

COMMONWEALTH GAZETTE NO. 14

DATED 24TH JANUARY 1946

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

His Royal Highness the Governor-General in
Council has approved of the following changes being made
in connexion with the Australian Military Forces :

GENERAL LIST

VX1 General Sir T.A. Blamey, GBE. KCB. CMG. DSO. ED.,
General List, relinquishes the appointment of
Commander-in-chief, Australian Military Forces,
30th November, 1945, and is placed upon a Super-
numerary List, 1lst December 1945.

NX35000 Lieutenant-Ceneral V,A.H, Sturdee, CB. CBE. DSO.,
General List, relinquishes the appointment of Ceneral
Officer Ccommanding, First Australian Army, 30th November,
1945, and is appointed Acting Commender-in-chief,
Australian Military Forces, lst December 1945,

VX20321 Colonel (Temporary Major-General) H,C.,H, Robertson,
CBE. DSO., General List, relinquishes the appointment
of Commander, 6th Anstralian Division, 30th November,
1945, and is appointed to administer Command, First
Australian Army, and retains the rank of Temporary
Majo§-General, 1lst December 1945,.-(Approved 11th January,
19486),

F.M. FORDE

Minister for the Army
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