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—  ., 4* z ;'»»;’~ . f-- _rr,_1.;_<‘}. ‘4qDear Ir. Burton,‘V I wish to acknowledge your letter of 11th January1955 to Sir Frederick Shedden, regarding the official launchingof an appeal to establish the Field Marshal Sir
ThamesBlamey Memorial Fund.Sir Fredcrlck Shedden recently left for Londonand will be abroad for some time in canneetion with th?r1me H1n1sters' Conference. It will not be paesibletherefore to submit ta yuu.by 25th
January the memes orfive gentlemen ta when he wuuld like an invitation extendedto the official leunahing of the appeal.Your letter will be brought ta Sir Frederick'snotice on his return. He will still be abroad when theappeal
is officially launched on 17th February.“‘ Ibnra faithfully,P.R» Burton’ EBQe QHan. Secretary,Executive Committee,Lord Hayor's Room,Town HellO-QI9....Inmnnomhm. IiI/ / ' /I. . ‘H’ V" '1 a / V,1 Q, 5.4%,. ,m,.e._V7r_, A,» ("
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. ' "  1-, Q’-l"q{_ ,e .~ Q’   M?E 9?'- _.\» ' ‘Wotan Qiall, clhnumeIlurh ‘nger’: gloomllth January, 1955.$1?Dear Sir Frederick,I have the honor to advise that the Appealto establish the Field Marshal Sir Thomas BlameyMemorial
Fund will be officially launched ata function in the Reception Room at the Town Hell,on Thursday, 17th February, 1955 at 4 p.m. Anofficial invitation will be received by you in duecourse.The Lord Mayor would appreciate
yoursubmitting the names of not'less than five gentlemento whom you would like an invitation extended to theofficial launching.It would be appreciated if the names couldbe in my hands not later than the 25th January.With
kindest regards,Yours sincerely,( @f%;1Q(}£Lq,1,,1.DaL_/' (F. R. Burton)Hon.SscretarySir Frederick Shedden,K-C.M.G., Executive CommitteeDepartment of Defence,Victoria Barracks,St.Kilda Road,MELBOURNE.



001% mw s mi.Deer Ir. Sincleir,IMO! OI O  T0 El RAH G!‘thank you for your lenorendm 3.8010or 19th September, forwarding e eopy or e nenorendmtram the eeretery to the 0ehiaet regu-ding theCabinet deeieion to pay
Iield llerehel Sir ThoneeBlame; an eiiowenee at £3,000 per ammn.Yours eineerely,‘ F <6, <2;LR. Sinclair, teq.,Sleretery,Department at the Army,IBLBOURII, 80.1. \Secretary6*’i‘



C O P YI_‘ MDEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY,MELBOURNE. SC.l-CON? \u'r.\\\ l \ALSM.2Ol0. 19th September 1950.Dear Sir Frederick,PRGMOTION OF GENERAL BLAMEY TO THE RANK OF FIELD MARSHALFurther to
my letter of 17th August 1950 regardingthe promotion of General Sir Thomas Blamey to the rank of—- Field Marshal, I am attaching, for your information, copyof a memorandum from the Secretary to Cabinet regarding
theCabinet decision to pay Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey anallowance of £5,000 per annum,Yours sincerely,(00'13IOi-‘U'1U)(bl-"C9’(Sgd.) nclaira r y.Sir Frederick Snedden, KOMG. OBE.,Secretary,Department of
Defence,MELBOURNE. SC.l.



\ sH ELI) LIHBSI-IHI-’S I-IIVIBIIT . . . IR THOMAS TELLSI‘Y‘THE PRICE ’SICK, tired, weakened by long illness,Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blameyspoke at the greatest moment of his life ofthe secret things that»a
commander ofarmiesfeels and cannot ‘— at the cost ofdefeat — show.He said: “I want thesurvivors and families ofthose who fell to knowthat I have frequentlybeen moved beyond wordsby what I had to ask ofthem and the
way in whichthey invariably responded.“The biggest burden Ihad to carry was the pricethat was charged them indeaths and maimings andthe sorrows of those theyleft.”That was what the FieldMarshal said when, on Satur-
day, the Governor-General,Mr. McKell, presented him withAustralia’s rst Field Marshal'sbaton.The presentation took placein the sunroom of Ward West 2at Heidelbermembers of the Army in thevarious States.When Mr.
McKel1 handedthe 20in. long crimson baton.studded with miniature goldlions and surmounted with agold gure of St. George slay-ing the dragon, he said thatthe King was “deeply inter-ested in this ceremony to-day." 'As Sir
Thomas took thebaton his hands trembledslightly. He looked at it, athis family, at his distinguishedcomrades. Then, squaring hisshoulders and sitting at atten-tion, he began to speak.It was the “old Tom Blamey"who said:“I
am deeply sensible of thehigh honour that His Majestyhas extended to me, and I amgrateful to you for having con-veyed this baton to me. _Iwould be grateful to you, Sll‘,if you wouldHospital.Dressed inuniform, withhis Field
Mar-shal’s insigniaR. e p a triatiogByBarney Porterconvey to HisMajesty myg r a t e f u 1thanks."His glanceickered overof c r o s s e dbatons on his epaulettes, andwith seven rows of ribbons onhis chest, Sir Thomas
wasbrought into the sunroom in awheel chair.On the wall facing him wasa ag-draped picture of theKing, who, in ordinary circum-stances, would have made thepresentation in person.Beside him were his wife andher sister,
Miss Farnsworth; hisson, Colonel T. R. Blamey, andhis wife, and the Field Mar-shal's brother, Mr. J. C. Blamey,of Manly (Sydney).Flanking the Governor-Gene-ral was the Governor of Vic-toria, Sir Dallas Brooks;
Mr.Menzies, Prime Minister; Mr.Francis, Army Minister; andMr. T. White, Air Minister, andthe heads of the services.The remaining seats were oc-cupied by men who had servedunder the Field Marshal inwartime.They
formed a. glitteringarray of personalities, and in-cluded 18 generals, most ofk whom are now senior-rankingthe men whohad served under him, and hecontinued, “I am not forgetfulof the ~men who participatedwith me in the
various wars,and I think of them today per-haps more than I do of myself.”A stronger note came intohis voice as he continued:“Maybe it is to them that thisbaton is due, and it is to themshat everything on earth isue.”And
then he- paid his mag-nicent tribute to his men whodid not come back.—l'ooInoIePresentation of his Field Mar-shal’s baton to Sir ThomasBlamey had acted as a tonicto him, Lady Blamey said lastnight.“The presentation
was thecrowning point of my husband'scareer. He has always beena stickler for ceremonialwhere it was necessary, andhe was determined to make agood showing. We are allproud of the way he did it."



\ $1“I desire on behalf of TheKing, to extend to Sir Thomasvery. very sincere and veryhearty congratulations.“And on the Sovereign’s be-half. I desire to express to himthanks for the loyal, the long,and the devoted service
he hasrendered to Australia, to GreatBritain and to the British Com-monwealth of Nations.“Every Australian breast to-day swells with pride at thehigh honor that has been con-ferred on one of their fellows."Mr McKell then
stepped for-ward, shook Sir Thomas warmlygytthe hand, and presented thea on.i WHGH HONOW‘Sir Thomas replied: "I amdeeply sensible of the highhonor that His Majesty has ex-tended to' me, and I am deegiygrateful
r» you, sir, ‘for hav gconveyed to me this baton.“I would be grateful, sir if{am would extend to hisajesty my grateful thanks‘It is inevitable that todayI should look back to thosegallant men with affection andreverence‘ and
that, with pro-found humility, I should pro-claim the extent of my debtto them.“I want the survivors and -thefamilies of those who fell toknow that I who knew betterthan most what our soldiersdid, have frequently been
movedbeyond words by what I hadto ask of them, and by themanner in which they invari-ably responded.~ "CARRY ON"..“To all my good comradesmy grateful thanks. I feltthem invdeaths and maimings,and the sorrows of
those they“Military service is a veryhonorable calling, and I com-‘ “I can no longer lead them. Sheppard and E_ P_ P01-teA if ,‘f,%’,§§§‘°§f  t§,§‘,m’$ Captain I. Layton. Mr J. In presenting the Field Marshal’: baron to»
SirThomas Blarney at Heidelberg Hospital today (seePage one) Mr McKell said: "The -King is deeplyinterested in i-his ceremony today. ' l‘Sir T. Blameybest of exhortation and encour-agement: ‘Carry 0n.'"The baton is
studded atthree half-inch“-intervals witha series of miniature goldlions; its base is mounted ingold, and it bears an inscrip-tion:“Aléift from His ‘MajestyThe ng," together with theField Marsha ’s rank, nameand degorations.
.TWO MINISTERSThose who attended the cere-mony included:—The Ministerfor the Navy and Army, MrFrancis; the Minister for Air.Mr White; the Chief of theNaval Sta, Rear-Admiral J. A.Collins; the" Chief of theGeneral
Staff, Lieut.-GeneralS. F. Rowell; the Chief of theAir Staff, Air Marshal G. Jones;the General Oflicer Command-ing Southern Command, Major-General A. J. Boase; the secre-tary of the Department ofDefence, Sir Frederick
Shed-den; the secretary of the ArmyDepartment, Mr F. R. Sinclair;Lieut.-Generals Sir Leslie Mors-head, Sir F. H. Berryman, Siri Edmund Herring, Sir Stanleyi‘ Savige, V. A. H. Sturdee;Major-Generals J. H. Cannan,C. E. M.
Lloyd, C. S. Steele, C.H. Simpson, L. E. Beavis, V. P.H. Stantke, W. Bridgeiord, S.R. Burston, G. F. Wootten, J. A.Chapman, and A. J. H. Cassels.FAMILY THEREWith Lady Blamey were themore than I was ever able
tosay, the price that was charged gomiwmg dmegnbers of Q tr:am ly an ormer personsta:—Coionel and Mrs T. R.‘left It WM the M88681? b\l1‘- Biamey, Miss R. Farnsworth,idea. I °‘m'1°d- _ Messrs C. Fahie, L. G.
Coulterand F. T. Krcrouse; Lieut.-mm; lg godymmg Austrgllgng Colonels N._ Carlyon, J. Wi1.,Yth high! eals. moth, D. H. Dwyer; Majors T,‘o n combined all that was Biamey, Mr Jim Blamey. }.'KMinoan»-4-=-m-»-~  .4-..., i—



l Q] \ I l up baton _in his_ |!I!_¢I|ISCI¢I¢_.  THE ploce woe Cen-berre; the time,~ early 1940-—the‘copitelwas still grey and o littlebewildered otter thefirst impact ofhwor -and the speaker was omun who later become'Prime
Minister, c"ll public controversyabout a man is a mark ofhis signicance-and 1‘ canthen the two most sigitcant men in Australiitiléihistory are Billy Hughesand Tom Blamey.'“Thousands of. Peopledon't like Billylori Tom,"he
said. "They don’t liketheir views, perhaps, ortheir personalities; theys eer and they rant at ‘em;nl “But, by heaven the. Yrespect them—and thatmakes them great Austra-lians!" , , ,The statement—frank, sin-beeve; that _ it
may be--_-V ~i Blamey is a   greatustralian  An Appreciationby ~ Gordon Williamscere, and rorcefu1—-came out ofe. discussion of Sir ThomasBlamey’s appointment to com-mend oi the 6th Division. thenucleus of the
Second Austra--llan Imperial Force,At that time from Biameyhad thousands or-enemies--(Iknow-—I was briefed to take anunolcial, but careful. poll ofpublic opinion about theBlarney appointment) - butthere was none who
challengedhis pre-eminent right to the.1 -l~°'°' 5.As a fact, they regarded him=18 a "natural" tor it.'_I'hey recognised-as did JohnMonash, Bla.mey's chief ofWorld War I.—the inexhaust-ible industry, the eoldierlycompetence,
the Placid readi-ness, and the ilimitable op-timism or the man. Theywanted him for the job-evenwhen their dislike of him wasactive.This condition I found againin the Army. Troops hootedhim, and troops cheered him.I've
heard both.They criticised him and con-demned him, then boastedabout his soldierliness and hisunconventionality in a thou-sand stories.-Won hostsof friends . whole point is thatno matter where Blameywas in two wars or
in betweentwo wars, he could not beignored. He was a magneticcentre that literally attractedattention, while it radiatedenergy.He won hosts of friendswhose delity could not beshaken; he made hosts ofenemies whose
disfavour hardlymarked a consistently brilliantcareer.It is very diicult to be ob-jective when writing about TomBla-mey.I remember interviewing himwhen he was Chief Commis-sioner oi Police, and listeningto his crisp. firm.
but com-pletely unimpassioned direc-tives.I havevspoken to him in thequiet of his Collins st. oiceabout his old chief, Monesh,and heard in his voice the vastregret or one who mourns anear friend, -I have spoken to him in
thesinister quiet of e New Guineaevening, at a time when thegoing was bad. and gained con-Vdence from his own belief inhis soldiers — and in himself.He was—and I have no doubtstill is—a martinet, ready to.ay the
unsoldierly soldier,ready to demand near-miraclesfrom his t1‘°°ps. (And thetroops usually groused a lotabout his demands-but. as therecords show, they almost al-.Jmy§._i_I_iet them. . . .)His goal . . .the ArmyNOBODY will
ever suc-ceed ln writing a strictlyformal, strictly objective,strictly conventional apprecia-tion oi’ the man Blarney.He just won't t into that re-latively narrow patterning.Such an appreciation wouldbegin with his -humble birth
inWagga, where his father wassiorekeeper; and his adoptionof~strange choice it seems now'\—school teaching as s. life work.(80 !a.r‘the tempo is sedate,decorous.)Then the young Tom Blarneytired of the relatively
unexcit-ing Job or imparting knowledgeto the not- ways-avid p ll,and drove ‘ toward W atmust always ,  _ al...thepei‘n1c‘n tvI'm;. hewent to the Sta College atQuetta._ (1911)/. fought on theNorth-West Frontier, and
thenplunged into the turmoil 011914 with all the enthusiasmof the keen.and ambitious sol-dier. ' e["He was a sta collegegraduate." wrote Monash of theBrigadier-General 'I‘. A. Blarney,who was his Chic! of Sta, "buthe was
npt on that-account apedant; he was thoroughlversed in the technique or stagwork and the minutiae or allprocedure . . .”]Not strictly,-“copybook” -That was, in the mili-tary sense, true oi’ the General,5“I_IE was not a pedant.
..."tralians would be part of thelittle that would arrive too late.But‘ when the .cards tellagainst him, he insisted‘ ongoing with his men to sharethe risks in that torturedtheatre.when he came back to Aus-tralia there were. otter a
fewweeks, mutterings that he wouldnever get along with MacAr-thur-—tha-t the clash I-pt twosuch personalities coulcllaa onlypyrotechnic.Blarney was, by this, 00m-mander of the Allied LandForces in the iouth-West Paci-
nc; it was, ho ever, little morethan on olaee-in-name. for noAmerican ever took orders froman Australian. ' ' -But there were no notablereworks between the Austra-liamind American conunanders;each seemed, somehow, to
re-spect the others single-mindeddevotion to soldiering.Source of 'any mancan orthose IAS COMMANDER OF ALLIED LAND FORCES, General llomeyexamining an artillery mop late in the war at a forward section' on
leugoinville.Blarney or! 1939-45. He neverbecame so much the copybooksoldier that he drifted awayfrom his men.Yet, strangely enough, he didnot always impress them allhappily.I have seen soldiers come toblows about
him—some arguingthat “he was the only soldierin blasted islands,” others join-ing vigorous issue and denyinghim all claim to eminence.I never discovered what thecatalyst was that united theseschools of thought, but
therecertainly was one, for on occa-sion both pro-Blamey ‘andanti-Blamey schools would joinin furious support of the man-particularly if any criticismof him, real or implied. camefrom army details. other thanthe strictly
Australian.He shared inthe risksBLAMETS stature as asoldier was seen whenthe Greek campaign wasmooted. He objec ed strongly,knowing that again his Aus-\percentage or those I heardabout Blarney were kindly.
,Blarney tomorrow will receivehis Field Marshal's baton. Hehas reached the goal towardwhich he has strlven almost allhis life. To him the Army wasnot merely the means of acareer or the channel throughwhich a striving
personalitycould be expressed. It was a.religion—deep, iervid. .That must always be remem-bered when any assessment of66-year-old Field MarshalBlamey is made.Nor ever should be forgottenthe fact that Blamey has
alwaysgrasped life two-stedly, livingas he has fought -- with all thevigour and the directed energyhe has. »He has had always a tremen-dous loyilty tor his friends,and this as often brought himinto trouble -— even during
hisCommissionership or Police., Blamey is today Australia’srst Field Marshal. Some sayhe is Australia's greatest sol-dier. Others advance theclaims of Monash. No doubt,the man Blarney will be a sub-ject of controversy
until theend--but it will always remainthat he is a great Australian.
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‘ . C O P Y$4PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,CANBERRA. A.C.T.5th September 1950.»*~fm\\"j'|\'M“‘  IMEMORANDUM FOR:The Secretary,DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.FIELD MARSHAL SIR THGMAS BLAMEY
1CABINET - 29TH—5lST AUGUST, 1950Cabinet decided that Field Marshal Sir ThomasBlamey be paid an allowance at the rate of £3,000 per annumfrom the date of his appointment as Field Marshal.(Sgd.) A-8.
BrownSecretary to Cabinet.



0 53'AOTINI} MINISTER FOR DEFENCECGNFIDENTML 'My Asa: Iniatu,PR U1‘! 0 ‘**;*»u_ ..__.1 '20  #1;‘ ‘|;41" !;\':~:I;\with rotcmnaa to your latter at am anyrelative tothagrmotlonotaenorunlnaznihotlamnkotrind Harahal 1
is noted that the Prime star, in hisletter or ltfa Juno to you, asked that we nnauazy furtherstops be taken to give aoat to thajpranotiun or GeneralBlansy to the rank of Yield Marshal in tha Aative Oitlanililitary runes 1'1-on Bth
June 1950 and to pines ma ontn: appropriate lint with this nnli. .2.. I note the via Tana by the ma: or theGezwrll mart that it mam lnappnmriatc to carrysir menu may on the Aatlvo List at the citizen UnitaryForces in via or We
am conaitim at health, um thatit is pmpoud he a be trnnatorrod ta tha Ruse:-vs orortlura General List with the rank of rum Hunhal.3. Aathoankotrieldxarahalhasnapaiuatltna and I undornood that in the Unicé Kinadan
anotrioor or such rank remains on the Acute Lint until hisdamn, the prapuaal to transfer Hold Marshal Blnoy tothe Resarro or otrioora mat would appear ta bu aontrary totho bum principle or reaction on the Latin List
andranntion thorn. ranger, the factors at-3:0 am banishnan not appllaé in the use at rum la: B1r%6 I110‘holds nonanirank as such Ln um Mun Llat at $210Australian ll tar: 1'01-cal. It is w view, therefore,that the action in Iiald
Marshal. Blmors an shouldoonrann with the P1-his unumz-vs aquast that he be phudon the apprcprlato lint at the Active Gitlan llilitary retoolwith this rank;Yours sincerely,(g;;<1Q)Pv  (P..A. lam-1&0)‘ma Han. Joa. Innate,
I2,llinistor for tho Ann___.i —-*"-“-411; ”“'*_ ““ ‘ ""'1T_+—-4 '_ ’ if  "  N 7  " "" -A-*--~



Ip QM%\\“@i.¥"‘)_Eo- 8/0/1950.Q- 4'- . . . gqqPRQOTIOI OI‘ GRHIRAL EAISY T0 BAH! OI\ """"'- _'-_‘E ACTQHG MINISTER. The linieter for the A1-my hee forwardededvioe in regard to the further action neceeeery to
giveeffect to the promotion of Field lerehel Bleney from 8thJune end to pleoe him on the appropriate list with thisrank as requested by the Prime linicter in hie letter of18th June to the linieter.3. At present sir ‘thence Bleeey
ie borne on theActive Liet of the Citizen llilitery Iorcee with the rankof Iield lerehal. It will he reoelled thet hie transferto the Retired Liet wee cencelled end he wee placed on theActive List in June 1950 in order to reeove the
obetecleto hie pronotion to the rank of Field lerchel.5. ‘me Iinieter hee eoeehniceted the viewe ofthe chief of the Generel steff that it would be inapproprieteto carry Sir Thonee Blew; on the Active Liet of the citizenIilitery
rereee in view of hie ege (66 yeere) end conditionof heelth, and it ie proposed therefore that he he trenc-ferred from the Active L et to the Reeerve of OfficersGeneral Liet.4. Ac the rent of Field llerehel has e cpeeieletetue
end it ie understood that in the United Kingdom enofficer of euch rent reeeins on the Active Liet until hiedeoeeee, the propoeel to trenefer ricld Ierehal Blue; tothe Reserve of Offieere List would eppeer to he contrery tothe
beeic principle of promotion on the Active Liet endretention there. Iurther, the fectore of age end heelthheve not epplied in the eeee of Field lerehel Birdeood, whohclde honorary renk ee such in the Active Liet of
theAuetrelien lilitery Iorcee. Hie ego ie ac yeere. It ierecueended thet the Iinietez-'e ettcntion be invited to theforegoing eepecte, with e view to ection being teken togive effect to the Prime Iinietez-'e requeet that Field
IcrehclBleeey he pieced on the eppropriete liet of the Active citizenllilitery Ioreee with this rank.ggioli5. Brett letter to the lihieter for the Amy on theebove linee ie etteched.8 e c r e' %- 7.°\



C 0_§_§CCMVIONWEALTH or AUSTRALIA /A------ u '>Department of Defence,MLBDURNE. SC-l.  8th Sept ember 1950Dear Mr. Sinclair,FIE]-‘Pt 1§4éR$§é¥L §IR l'¥°M%5._BL-5955?'Thank you for your letter of 17th
August,forwarding copy of your letter to the Official Secretaryto His Excellency the Governor-General, relative to thedate of promotion of Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey, andthe presentation of his baton.. Yours
sincerely,(SGD.) F.G. SHEDDENS e c r e t a r yF.R. Sinclair, Esq.,Secretary,Department of the Army,MELBOURNE SC.l.



‘ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE $6’IIHVLTTEI FU\Pi?a.w. 8/49Subiecv FIELD MARSHAL SIR THOMAS BLAMEYThe Prime Minister spoke to me on the telephoneand said that he was seeing Field Marshal Sir
ThomasBlamey to-morrow.' The Prime Minister understood thatthe Field Marshal was not well off and that his financialposition was causing him worry. Mr. Menzies had 'mentioned the matter in Cabinet, and it had been
agreedthat some payment should be made which, the Prime Ministerstated, would not likely be for long, in view of FieldMarshal Blamey's medical condition. The Prime Ministerenquired as to the salary for a Chief of Staff
and wasinformed that it was £5,000. The Prime Minister thoughtthis would be suitable as he did not wish to cause anyembarrassment with serving officers.2. I reminded the Prime Minister that, when thepromotion to Field
Marshal was under consideration, ithad been pointed out that there was provision in theAustralian Regulations for any payment as in the case ofhalf-pay for British Field Marshals. In this case itcould be done in an ex gratia
manner and the PrimeMinister thought this should be the way to do it.S e c rip/t/arr y1/9/1950



“'--------1VJ»4§§QDT;QH_QI QENQQAQ HLAIIY 2Q RAQK OF §;Eng;n§§sgg5e\n\i\\I csxw M \ the Private secretary to the King informedthe Governor-General that no officer on the Retired Listhad ever been promoted to
the rank of Iield arshal, andto do so would oreate an undesirable precedent.Accordingly, action was taken to cancel the transfer ofGeneral Blane] to the Retired List, and to transfer himto the General List of the Active
c1tizen.lilitary Forcesfrom the Reserve of Officers. He was then promoted tothe rank of Field Iarshal. The linister for the Armywas asked to give effect to the prcotion, and to placehim on the appropriate list. (For example,
the ActiveList comprises General and other lists of officers holdingappointments, those on the Supernuaerary List and theUnattached List.)2. It is stated that the rank of Field Iarshalhas a special statue in the United
Kingdom, and an officerof such rank remains on the Active List until his deceae.5. The proposal of the Army to place Iield HarshalBlane! on the Reserve of Officers would appear to becontrary to the basic principle of
promotion on theActive List and retention there. The reference to hisage and health has not been applied in the case of Iieldlarshal Birdwood, nor would it appear to obtain in theease of field Iarshale of the British Army for
theeason stated in paragraph 2. On the ontrary, thestate of his health wuld appear to be a good reasonmerely for placing his on the appropriate list of the ActiveList, as requested by the Prime Iiniater on 13th June.<5¢‘J8 e
c r ejt/a r y._/30/e/1950.



9__Q_.1.?.._X. s COMMONWEALTH OE AUSTRALIA -5\ --------- -- SDepartment of the Army,MELBOURNE. SC.l.CONFiDENTiALs lvth August 1950Dear Sir Frederick,FIELD M1¥R§1:1ALLi_§IlL$H  3%-‘ME!With
reference to your letter of 12th July 1950,N 1792) I am attaching for your information a copy of( 0.a letter which I have addressed, by direction of theMinister, to the Official Secretary to His Excellency theGovernor-General.
A ,; , b.Since writing to Mr. Tyrrell, I have beendvised that the Governor-General has received the baton,ab asked by His Majesty the King to arrange itsand has eenpresentation as soon as Field Marshal Blamey's
healthpermits.Yours sincerely,(SGD.) F.R. SINCLAIRS e c r e t a r ySir Frederick G. Shedden, KUMG. 0BE.,Secretary,Department of Defence,MELBOURNE. SC-l.
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 iD R A F TY D mt W‘ QQWDENI understand from the Chief of the General Staffthat for some reason which is not apparent, the United StatesAuthorities approached the Army representative in Washingtonon the President's
desire to confer this award on the PrimeMinister. The Army representative repeated the request tothe Chief of the General Staff who brought it to the noticeof the Army Minister who informed the Acting Prime Minister.It is
understood that, in order to limit the number of personsaware of this highly confidential matter, it was decided tocomplete the action through Army channels, and the ActingPrime Minister agreed that it.be repeated to the
Armyrepresentative in London for communication to the ResidentMinister. V2. In regard to the request of the Resident Ministerfor my views, the initial request in Washington was addressedto the wrong quarter, and I know
that the Army felt embarrassedin handling it. The request should have been made to theAmbassador in Washington for communication to thexPrime Minister,’€4~>-¢~¢....-\/<4-u~<.‘_..,(who would have asked the xesideni-
Minister to obtain the King'sapproval.5. In the case of Field Marshal Blamey's baton,44-Lcwyq “Y44L¢,v~vv-Av!»cg uy‘ 4:\\'a "'ru/- r /I think, as stated in your signal, that this is a domesticconcern of Army.é\JL *ku1/ -
14;1F44,,,,;4n_ ¢»~A wk-so-:7/-A. Iv/1-_/4....zl-.'_7’  '4,/5,/(4% /'K » ~’ M -



7 7 -.-r» sqC 0 P YCQMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA",7—»_-up--—Department of the Any,MELBOURNE. SC.l.14th August 1950Dear Mr. Tyrrell,I am directed by the Minister for the Army torefer to your letter of 28th
June, 1950, to the PrhneMinister, regarding the promotion of General sir ThomasBlamey to the rank of Field Marshal.The Minister has discussed the question of thedate of Sir Thomas Blamey*s promotion with the Chief of
theGeneral Staff, who has expressed the view that the date ofpromotion might remain at 8th June, l950. Et.-GeneralRowell states that the significance of the date, in thisregard, is that the promotion to the rank of Field
Marshalwas made on the occasion of His Majesty's Birthday, and wascontained in the Birthday Honours List, and that the dateon which His Majesty's approval was signified is not amaterial factor.Unless there are strong
views to the contrary,the Minister has directed me to state that he does not proposeto take action in regard to the date of Sir Thomas Blamey'spromotion to Field Marshal.In connection with the letter addressed to
HisExcellency the Governor=General by His Majesty's PrivateSecretary, expressing the view that the King would wish togive Sir Thomas his baton in due course, the Minister hasasked me to advise you, for the information
of His Excellency,that at the present time Field Marshal Sir Thomas Blamey is apatient at the Repatriation Hospital at Heidelberg and it isnot thought likely that it would be possible for him to visitEngland for some
considerable thme in view of his presentstate of health.In the meantime action is being taken, inconsultation with the authorities overseas, to have a batonmade for presentation to Sir Thomas, His Majesty the Kinghaving
approved of the baton to be of identical design tothat of a British Field Marshal, with similar inscriptionexcept that "A.M.F." will be added after recipient's nameand decorations.The Australian Arm Representative in London,
withwhom this Department has been in touch by signal, has advisedto the above effect, and has also indicated that approval hasbeen received for the baton, when manufactured, to be sent outto Field Marshal Sir Thomas
Blamey; but evidently this latterportion of the Australian Arm Representative's message wassent under a misapprehension in view of the terms of yourletter to the Prime Minister.Yours sincerely,‘ (SGD.) F.R. SINCLAIRM.
Tyrrell, Esq., S e c r e t aOfficial Secretary toHis Excellency the Governor-General,Government House,CANBERRA A.C.T.



AAF cm (L )AUSTIQALIAN MILITARY 1-"one:-:s J WM M W _“  I -_ Revised Novfaggg* ‘ .  _1_£QM>@2Qw1§\L*1 _- SERIAL Noai)...g‘95.......1 CIPHER MESSAGE tiThis message unll not be distributed outside British
Goigernment Departments or Headquarters orretransmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased. It is never to be downgraded below Restricted .(Massage: marked OTP need not be paraphrased)AHQ
Press—517I—11/49-750 Pads_of 100 wFRO M ' | DATE—Time of OriginAUSTARI LOIDG OGISOOAFOR ACTIONTo ARIY museumsI-‘OR INFORM I TIONDUI 113. CQIFIDEITIAL. O T P. PERSOUAL FOR SIR
FREDERICKSHBDDEI FROI WIITT. RESIDENT IINISTBR HA3 EXPRESSED THE VIEWTHAT RECENT APPROACH IHROUOH AHQ IEIMOURHE AND ARIY REPRESENT-ATIVES LONDOH CWCERUING AWARD OP
US‘ LEGION OF KERIT TO PRIHEIIHISTBR AID THE REQUEST RESIDHT IIIISTER SEEKING HIS lAJES‘IY'8PBRIIBSIG ACCEPTANCE OF THIS AWARD WAS IRQ OLY CHAINELLED ANDTHAT I1’ A IILITARY
CRAJIHEL IAS APPROPRIATE FOB THIS IATTER ITSHOULD BE THROUW $13563 DEPARMIEHT AND THE DEFENCE REFRESH!‘-ATIVE LGDOI. RESIDEHT IIIIIBTKR HA8 REQIESTED '1'O ASCERTAIH YOUR
VIRUS THIS IATTQ. HE FEELS THAT HIQUIRIES THROUGH BAKEARI! CHAIIEL REGARDING FIELD IARSHAL II-AlEY'S BATON IS ASOIENHAT SIIILA8 CASE ALTHOUGH IT COULD  THAT I1.‘ IA8 Ait /LDOHESTIC
CGCERH OP ARIIQ HOWEVER E IOULDLIKE YOUR VIEIS THISIKTTKRQ YOUR VIEWS Ill I3‘1"ER 5 IAR 48 TO IR BEASLEY '1'OGETRWITH HIS REPLY REGARDING CHAIHARI-B OF COMMUNICATION IOULD
APPEAR'l'O BE RELBVLHT. B%IDEN'1' IIHISTBR HAS SIOHTED THIS SHELL-II8'1'RIBU'!'IO1lSEC DEFHCE (2)9 AUG 50e ‘-3A, .Qsf"L1x7‘° s t \.» -_~, ’“ _,.



W 7W' 7' DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE.\ MELBOURNE _Copy of INWARDS Teleprmter Message. ~J'7From: ........ T0; _____________ Date ...... __'?[§_/.l.f-?§9._.-- Time of Receipt **** --l.9}f¥__ ............ -.Hours. 2\'@.--
9.§.e.l}...3§.The following is a copy of a cablegram receivedat my office :"5679. RESTRICTED.Personal Fadden from Harrison.Australian Army Representatives received cablefrom the Chief of the General Staff requesting
action tomanufacture a Baton for Sir Thomas Blamey. This requiredapproval of His Majesty which I sought on June 27th andwhich has been accorded. However, His Majesty's PrivateSecretary has stated that on June 8th
on His Majesty'sinstructions he wrote to the Governor-General to find outwhat recommendations he had concerning the presentationof the baton to the Field Marshal but has not received anyreply. It may be that Army
comunication should have beenchannelled through the Governor-General and I think, in viewof the terms of the letter from His Majesty's PrivateSecretary to me, it would be worth making enquiries inAustralia, to see what
happened to the original communicationto the Governor-General."Message ends.



c o P Y\ connaonwsmrn or AUSTRALIA J‘Minister for the Army.21st July 1950.My dear Minister,PR9M°Tl9§_QE_QENEF§Al~_13Ts£M§Y ,T1‘9.TH!‘E RAHK °F EIELD 1\!AR§Eé+LOn 15th June, 1950, I received a letter
fromMr. Menzies referring to the announcement of General Blamey'spromotion by His Majesty the King to the rank of FieldMarshal in the Australian Army.In his letter, Mr. Menzies asks that arrangementsbe made for the
necessary further steps to be taken to giveeffect to the promotion of General Blamey to the rank of FieldMarshal in the Citizen Military Forces from 8th June, 1950,and to place him on the appropriate List with that rank.I
have conferred with the Chief of the GeneralStaff on this matter, and he has advised me that the questionof an appropriate List is one in which there is no localprecedent. He states that, in the British Army, an
officer,whether on the Active or Retired List, may be promoted tothe rank of Field Marshal. If promoted when on the ActiveList, he draws the pay for his appointment and then goes onto half pay of £1,689. If promoted when
on the Retired List,he ceases to draw Retired pay and goes on to half pay atthe above rate. Such conditions, of course, apply to Regularofficers of the British Army who, while serving on the ActiveList, draw pay of their rank
continuously.The Chief of the General Staff has pointed out thatthe Defence Act (Section 25) provides for a Half Pay List, butonly for officers of the Permanent Military Forces, and that itwould be inappropriate to carry Sir
Thomas Blamey on the ActiveList of the Citizen Military Forces in view of his age andcondition of health.In my discussions with the Chief of the General Staffon this subject, it was suggested that a precedent had
beenestablished in the promotion by His Majesty the King of FieldMarshal Smts, and at my request the Chief of the General Staffcommunicated with the War Office in relation to the terms ofthat appointment. General Rowell
has now informed me that hisappointment was in the British Army extra to establishment, andthat he drew no emoluments from British funds.At the time of his promotion in 1941, Field.MarshalSmuts was in the South
African Active Citizen Forces, but as 'he is now over-age, he has no further liability in the SouthAfrican Forces.While this case is therefore not a precedent toguide us in the case of Sir Thomas Blamey, I agree with theviews
that have been expressed by the Chief of the General StaffThe Hon. P.A. McBride, MP,Acting Minister for Defence,Victoria Barracks,MELBOURMQ SC.l.



L;}v2.that it would be appropriate to carry him on the Reserve ofOfficers General List and not allot him to any specificappointment, and subject to your approval I will take actionto transfer him to the Reserve of Officers
General List fromthe Active List,As Field Marshal Blamey holds his rank in theAustralian Army, he is not entitled to draw any emolumentsfrom British funds, and as the Half Pay List under Section 25of the Defence Act
relates only to officers of the PermanentMilitary Forces who, in normal circumstances, while in anactive appointment draw their pay continuously from Army Votes,Field Marshal Blamey will have no entitlement to any
paymentfrom Army Votes.Yours sincerely,(SGD.) JOS. FRANCISSeen.(Intd.) P.A.McB.25/v/1950The Secretary,Department of Defence-p-_-~;_-cu-_--_Referred by direction.\(SGD.) W.R. FISHERPrivate
Secretary25/7/19504



C_Q._.1i_X\ comxvzomvnntrn or AUSTRALIA - J”;--n-<_—Department of Defence,MELBOURNE. 80.1.1795 12th July 1950MMORANDUM for :The Secretary,Prime Minister's Department,OANBERBn.
QLQLE.1?R@£°TI°1E_Q¥_GE1l1EB.éE o§LAN¥§¥ nTQ-'1l3,E  Q3‘ FIELD M-‘¥3$EATeWith reference to your memorandum of 4th July,relative to the above subject, the correspondence from theOfficial Secretary to the
Governor-General has been forwardedto the Department of the Army for consideration, and earlyadvice to you direct, in view of the Prime Minister's letterof 15th June to the Minister for the Army.2. A copy of the latter is
enclosed for yourinformation, in case a copy was not passed to you by thePersonal Assistant at the time of its despatch.(SGD.) F.G. SHEDDENS e c r e t a r y



C O P YCOMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA upagDepartment of Defence,MELBOURNE. SC.l.12th July 19501792Dear Mr. Sinclair,PRQMQ'£IQ1lT_Q§ ‘:§‘~1i1213-‘>1-i!i1=-‘WI1i1¥_'E<2 TEE _BA1lIK OF DEIELD With
reference to the Prime Minister's letter of15th June to the Minister for the Army, relative to theabove subject, the attached letter to the Prime Ministerfrom the Official Secretary to the Governor-General isforwarded for
consideration by the Department of the Army,and early advice to the Secretary, Prime Minister'sDepartment, direct.Yours sincerely,(SGD.) F.G. SHEDDENS e c r e t a r yF.R, Sinclair, Esq., 'Secretary,Department of the
Army,MELBOURQQ 80.1.__nI-



Q_.Q_?_.¥.COMMONWEALTH or AUSTRALIA\ ......... -- ,1Prime Minister,CANBERRA. A.G.T.30th June 1950Dear Mr. Tyrrell,The Prime Minister has asked me to acknowledgeyour letter of the Bath June, relating to the
recentpromotion of General Blamey to the rank of Field Marshal.Mr. Menzies will advise the Governor—Generalin this matter at an early date.Yours sincerely,(&m.) J.R.WHLmmEH'Personal AssistantMr. M. Tyrrell,Official
Secretary toHis Excellency the Governor-General,Government House,CANBERRA. A.C.T.The Secretary,Department of DefenceReferred for favour of early advice.(SGD.)F.J. MOKENNAfor A.S. BrownSecretary4/7/1950



__ _ __ _C 0 P Y\. COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA_______ -_ J V;Governor-General,Government House,CANBERRA. A.C.T.28th June 1950Dear Mr. Menzies,Permit me to refer to my confidential letter ofthe 29th
May regarding the promotion of Gemeral Blamey to therank of Field Marshal. In that letter I stated it was assumedthe promotion would date as from the date of the telegram fromthe rivate Secretary to The King conveying
His Majesty'sapproval, i.e. the 25th May. Attention has now been drawn tofact that General Blamey was not transferred from the Reserveof Officers until the 7th June, 1950, consequently his promotionto the rank of Field
Marshal was not effective until the 8thJune, under which date the promotion was gazetted in Commonwealthof Australia Gazette No. 35.I now quote from a letter addressed to the Governor-General on the 8th June by His
Majesty's Private Secretary :"The King will certainly wish to give Sir Thomashis baton in due course; perhaps you wouldkindly let me know if there is any likelihoodof the latter being in this country at anytime in the
future.Meanwhile, I assume that the Australian Governmentwill take steps to have the baton made. If thereis any difficulty about this, I am sure thatthe Military Secretary at the War Office will beglad to give your Resident
Minister any adviceon the subject that he may require."Would you be good enough to advise the Governor-General in order that he might answer the Private Secretary'squeries. 4Yours sincerely,(SGD.) M.L.TYRRELL.The
Rt. Honourable R.G. Menzies, KC. MP.,\ Prime Minister._.___._.____.\;?_



Q,»  . wt”PA! FOR RANK O1" Hg!) Hllh ‘' I intomed the Acting liniater on zzna Junethat the secretary, Department of the Amy, had beenintomed by the liaister for the Amy that the latter wasor the opinion that Iield Marshal
Sir Thomas Blamey shouldreeeive halt pay at the rate or £1,800 as in the ease orField Ilarehela in the British Army.2, 1. reminded the llini star or paragraph 4 or myminute 01' 9th larch as to whether this rank tor Iieldllarehal
Blaney involved any payment, and the verbal replythat the Prime lliniater had; said the rank was "purelyhonoritie3. an adth June, the Aeting Minister stated onthe -telephone that he had spoken to the Prime Minister whohad
replied that no payment had been intended, and theActing Ilinieter would verbally advise the Minister for theArmy aecordingly. h/<@‘<?""*'”"7Secretary.ze~/e/1950.l   j 1‘ \\



\1_ 1- .FIELD MARSHAL§. EXIRACTS,§BOM UNI@§D,KINGDQM_QOCUMENTS1- PRQMOTIQl§_$Qi3éN1‘§,_9§_F@&D I§AB§E-51 LUNITED FJNGDQETB911“-L f”éRBANT,_,Ql‘T,c1ZéY E119 - I949 (FERRET
134='~5cD124. An officer, whether on the active or retired' list may be promoted to the rank of field-marshal at OurPleasure without reference to seniority. The number of fieldmarshals on pay as such shall not exceed eight,
including twopromoted from general officers of Our Indian Army.3 -  _9F_E,IF_1LD_e (a) ncY.L§1,j.~:1=,§¢5.{>_.1\."'1:,,c1\p:13E§q;REp_PAY mo. (ARMY ORDER‘ N°- T51 -  ,FEaBBU1¥BLI. ..§§_§..)A field-marshal will be
eligible during periodssubsequent to 18th December 1945, for which he doesnot receive full pay, for half-pay at the rate of£1,800 a year.(b) 'l1\F.I.'£'§3.D ,K13NQD<1\’I_AR1£T¥_§§T1liP~TE$ E9}-7729./2.1. A:7‘§"£PL11\T-
A-T°RY_N9T'E$Half Pa Field Marshals, when unemployed areplaced on the half pay list, Other officers may, incertain circumstances, be placed on the half pay liston account of medical unfitness.<c>
1l1\T§E’£'EP._KI1lG1291L‘L_YPII?§ PAPER 00MMA1\TD_a§Z§,Q.,-;MA391i--l9f?=..5Poss WAR econ  “WHalf Pay: Admiral of the Fleet, FieldMarshal, or Marshal of the Royal Air Force £1,800 a year.AU12- - ¥.1XT'B-
5~QT§ FR@i'1._-_ §TR§LIA1u¢Ts MD W?rUL+?+Tl9NS5- 1;I1t'es_RE1svy@;@;iS 1?éX_>,.‘€1éBRAN’£_a1iQE_E° APPLY ToKvsrsitz-.nr_,1rJi?IT?;BX__rf6aqa§  i  if ‘ 'Australian Military Regulations and Orders 15
(R.9)(5)reads :"(5) Except to the extent to which they are expresslyapplied by regulations made under the D.A.,no provision of the King's Regulations or of- the Pay Warrant, now or hereafter in force,shall apply to the
Military Forces, whether onwar service or not."U  +



‘ 3.4- WEB T9 1\1AKE___EEG¥I{<-5-TcI9Ii$ .UliD1'*3R DE?TE.NQEJ\9?Section l24(l.)(d) of the Defence Act reads :"(l) The Governor-General may make regulations,not inconsistent with this Act, prescribing all
matterswhich by this Act are required or permitted to beprescribed, or which are necessary or convenient to beprescribed, for securing the discipline and goodgovernment of the Defence Force, or for carrying outor giving
effect to this Act, and in particularprescribing matters providing for and in relation to -(d) The fixing of the rates of pay of members ofthe Defence Force who are paid for theirservices;N9. REFERENCE TO
aUTHORITIE§_FOR THE ray Q§_mnm@n3sI QQTE3,  11VITLI@§BY $95???5. RA%ES %§_§§X OF MEMBERS OF TH_PERMANNT MILITARYORC S WG-7 * W W-W  Z W J “ i Z  if _The rates of pay of members of the
PermanentMilitary Forces are prescribed in the Financial (Military)Regulations (Statutory Rules No. 110 of 1947 as amended).Pending incorporation of variations,in the aboveRegulations, they are authorised by Military
Board InstructionNo. 64 of 8th April, 1949, and subsequent amending Instructions.The highest rank provided for is Lieutenant—General who receivesl5l/- per day.6. RATE§_QFHP§¥ OF mnmsnas or THE girignn
MILITARYroastsPending incorporation in Regulations, the rates ofpay of members of the Citizen Military Forces are prescribed inFinancial Instructions relating to the Citizen.Military Forcesissued by the Military Board and
dated lst May 1948.The highest rank provided for is Major-Generalcommanding a Division or equivalent formation who received £400per annum.It is provided by paragraph 76(2.) of theseinstructions that :WPay will be
issued subject to -(a) For a Major-General commanding a Division orequivalent formation, the issue of a certificateby the General Officer Commanding that the dutiesof the appointment have been efficiently performedfor the
period claimed for." ~16th June l950i



 W I1 34REMINDER FOR NEXT DEFENCE COMMITTEE MEETINGTo speak to Chief of the General Staffregarding his statement that there was no need to returnGeneral Blamey to the ACtiV€ List before promoting himto
Field Marshal.(Note: Mr. Quealy states he heard this view expressedalso in Army,but cannot substantiate it. It isapparently based on British usage, but Australian lawis quite specific that an officer on the retired listcannot be
promoted. General Blamey was to be promotedto the rank of Field Marshal in the Australian Army,and not the British Army.)64/i Q '2 QMAA 4MAQ "T4¢;/é”vV04 rm‘ “M fzvx///4vCL-»e-+ham §14~»~»>-< W‘ ""‘$40 Q17?/Q
é’//%V ébfh _3i_ N 1/ I/-2



‘761=:xfpR./>.o'13 FROM o_o_M1\zo:\1"¢v*351,'1?r; GAZE3TTE No, 35?Q§l§B7EiRRA,_ '[‘I§URS_D{\7Y_, 2_2_I‘€D  195_QGovernment House,Canberra.8th June 1950.The King hes been graciously pleased, on
theoccasion of the celebration of His Majesty's Birthday,to aDpPOV6 of the followinq promotion :-E9 he §@eld(M§§§ha1 in the Austrglign Militspy Force§with effect from 8th June 1950General Sir Thomas Albert
Blamey,G.B.E., K.C.B., c.r~.1.n., 1>.s.o., ----_-—i



5»! 3%’EKTRACT FROM COMMQNWEALTH GAZETTE NO._35QANBERRA, THURSDAX, ZZND JU§§ 195gAQSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCE§His Excellency the G0vernor—General in Councilhas approved of the
following changes being made in connexionwith the Australian Military Forces :-Reserve Citizen Military Forcesgeneral List _The approval in the Executive Council MinuteNo. 6 of 2hth January 1950, to place upon the
Retired ListGeneral Sir Thomas A. Blamey, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.,E.D., is cancelled and the notification promulgated inCommonwealth Gazette, N0. 7, of 2nd February 1950, is withdrawn.Active Citizen Military
Forcesgeneral ListGeneral Sir Thomas A5 Blamey, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.M.G.D.S.O., E.p., is transferred from the Reserve of Officers(General List). - (Ex. Min. No. 117 - Approved 7th June 1950).Jos. Francis, IMinister for the
Army.j
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1900,10811101 la unnowalth unk at In Rina:198$ I-0 phi! 8080911 HQ!’ II Sh 8081208 L1 .B1) Izuubrniaonx llunutranuulunnuotQttiarn (aunt Lint) to the Active Glnu1111601; luau (mural. List). -- -Gun at in ark:-$0-Quail ta
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--- ~--e-4THIS year's birthday knights seem to bean unexceptlonable crop, Wl\lCl\ oughtto please all who believe that Governmentsshould recommend toithe King for honoursonly such people asWe cannot delude our-
0selves that some or theHis Majesty mightwhich I have long since for-ten in the old Universityin Hobart 25 yea-rs orrecommendations of the mmmfgo, and nding mm as1111past g have been receivedwith jubilation in
themarket-place or with otherthan an astonishediputting; the, club armehairs.I - The honour od knighthoodhas gone far too chee-Ply in Aus-tralia. in the ‘past. Oertainly have never been as baddo-s ey were in England
whenll titles were openly sold for con-‘ trlbutions to party funds (thepractice was stopped by speciallegislation).But there‘ have been recom-mendation: not approved by theubl1c—-one of the reasons, per-haps, why some of
Australia'st.‘t““li.,.‘ii“"“‘w§.n‘°°“°tl “mshave had  eyThis year’: list, so far as itgoesisamodelcne. Ifsllre-cipients were so obviouslyworthy there ‘could be nocriticism. .‘ Blomefs clock-work brain 'ALL the principals in thehonours
list with the3 exception of three I have knownll tor s long time. They form asl interesting s. cross~ , ion ofthe1- community as you could find.l. Field-itisrshnl Sir ThomasI Blarney, of course, is so cele-brated a that there is
new that canbe ' d about . _ Sir Thomas has a.’ reputationof being e pretty t0u8h man, asto be. The most impressivee things about him to s civilian,‘ I think, ere" his brilliantlylogical -mind and his completeself-possession, ' _
_i  - in the Will‘ when_G€l1em.l Blsmey was apgointcd;totheconirnn»ndofte6th, -Divlsimc, Iwenttosee him inTo one -of the old houses on St.‘Kllda. rd. to ask him for 9.description of the constitution‘ and functions of a
division.General Blamey omptly dic-tated about 1,500 wlbrrds of com-prehensive and impeccable prose, which I was able torender with-‘ outthe change of so much as a.word. _Only a newspaper mun cansay how rare s.
quality this is.The Australians I have met‘ who($011111 MARE R Qnufclnnrl -otnmtake pleasure in honouring.gitbull ’kinO066881mldly and helpful as I haved him on innumerable'ons since.He did two admirable jobs
ofsharefx _ t . J - public service as Prices Com‘l°wn°1m9mm9p”'p°mm ssionersndasllinisterforrsC na,aseventhosewhodon‘this T economic viewpointwill readily grant.No doubt he will do an equallygood job for the National
Uni-versity. ‘OI11ofwhtreeman ofunitlonsJ. g K. JENSEN, formersecretary of the MinistryMunitions, is another mano has reached the top of thein his own line.I don't suppose there is inAustralia s. more perfect civil‘serve-
nt—using the term in itsmost attering and rightlyhonourable sense--than the nowSir John Jensen, who can reciteto you the detailed history ofmunitions in this country withas much ease as he could reciteparts of the Bible
which he hasread from cover to cover againand again. gHis job diiring the war, whenhis department was invaded byindustrialists, many of strongpersonality and accustomed todictatorial rights in their ownconcerns, was one
which calledfor all those virtues of know-- ll. A.ome new knights anda new fie d-marshaposses, and J. K. Jensen hadall of them.It is on such men that theproper working of our nationalmachinery depends.The perfect
gdiplomatKEITH OFFICER ls theAustralian diplomat wholooks like a dil1l0m8»l'-- Precise.knowledgeable, unbending, heembodies the Downing Streettradition in -the Australian ser-vlce—-with a. little Omcial 1113*nlty
added.If all the copies of sa.tow's“Diplomatic Practice” in theworld were lost, one would haveonl to examine Sir KeithQivcer to know what the fer-fwt career diplomat shoul belilse.After meeting him o and onover a_ period of
years, fromCanberra. to Tokyo, S11‘ KeithOlcer still frightens me slightlybecause of his lmpeccablllty.It is unthinkable to me thatthere is anything which diplo-macy requires him to knowwhich he does not know. Orthat he ls
ever wrong. - -The antlthesieofs the beck-sla pins type. as unliketheppopular concept of an Aus-tralian as Dean Acheson is un-like the popular concept of anAmerican. ‘Up-a nd-comingbusinessJOHN STOREY,
formerassociate of sir HamidGlapp in the days of the Com-monwealth's wairtime aircraftledge, tact, and sympathy whichs great public servant should‘production, belongs to the up-and-coming generation of in-lgineers.
'dustrialists and producti en-Curlousiy enough there ewobvious successors to the e orstatesmen of industry.One of the shortages in "city," for instance, is in eligibl .1company directors-—not meremines - P18 migbhoiders,
whomed to be re t ded what meet-they are sledding. . but realshaD8l'8 of Australlo-‘s industrlillfuture.John Storey is one of the few:younger men whose name atfonce comes to mind when youare casting around for men
whoseem to have something of thecalibre of the veterans.The informedEatronRUSSELL GRIMWADE,engineer and indus-ilalisliii ighone of the few fieoptlco err own cases tinherited wealth. us yHis interests in science, in
theUniversity. in the arts, and ininnumerable other things‘ givehim a peculiar place in oursociety - that of the informedPatron who is also an activeparticipant.As well as being an authorityon industrial chemistry, euca-lyllts.
and a lot oi’ other things— he once,_at my request at a.sogtigl zathens Btwiulfle a com-p summary >0 e historycf plywood in Australia -- he isa writer. the author oi’ an excel-lent book on Alfred Felton, ofEelton Bequest
fame, and co.rounder or the fortunes of thefamily rm of Felton, Grim-Iwaide. h 'am sorry t at this sLu'veyleaves three other knights withwhom I have no personalacquaintance. But-after ell, onecan’t know everyone.\|no doubt
a eld-marshal ought r t ~ " " : .1 _...§-
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Thomas Blamey faMarshal an:-— - “ said today-   Idea@;t?’ChiIdish'o'  F~ '\ .» _ . -- ‘ -B1/;JOHN_ HzrilznznaronV '_USTRALI1A’8A rst 1m1a_ Mar-- is ha 1, ' '8 l rThomas Blam is.1 not among that futur-lsts who believe the
4next war--or any war,' within measurableill b btim6—-W Q W011 Yonelslde or the otherpushing a button."While set, earth and aircontinue, the Navy. Arm?and Al: Force will continue,"he sa.1d"today at his SouthYarra.
home, to which hehgg just roturned from sixweeks ln Queensland.t 1 willAR)!!! (;_mWGlP°€\3! Q‘q _u , ofcoune b ‘S VM 8 inthe -mémoas used -by the mgr’:-xng an-vloeg, but -not in t Ir"“cln‘:,;@*::;*@*":,**:*.:::%":from
laboratories by sclonttgtsare childish. _  A mSl,.V1‘1ID!ll 4 ‘Q3’, ¢_mbr_n@mm r fr-cegt -south Mv s anma“ *;::,.1*:#=° " "borne 02007;, h:,two‘word wan, but hi!mind, at es, 1-amnion: sharp.ucva, alert. .v Nor have the yearn
d°n¢Emuoh to reducav his nhysicalv.,§~'.,@ ,,*“*,%a“@o*'*lm:mt:=,aKw om‘ 11¢ 1 in mo WesternDeéert, Greece and A218 lslondl.'sti1l_ moves with up its old livelinea. V o Calls 'oalls ‘oi ocun:‘ra.tulnit1<>l1- flfmt 3 I H$5’
‘SM’by 1 mnreaktosted. -  ‘ 1 14'Natuml1y;_I‘am deeply - l " he an .c Chief “of Australian Genera?, LIEUT.-GEN. S. F. HOWELL, see} the Birthday Honors appointmmf of $11’Hi "tel no was  ,~ -- wt 'g|",' '-¢mi'o=t1§pw§$ we
mkemwl  -jormgy  ;%;a“ G5;.V   I_ >“ iV  ‘the rank of Field  “Tribu’reo To Par’r llplTwo Wa rs"' " "ILL ranksof the vA~ustra1ianMi1itary AA A Eorcés will welcome this high honor -  tort Sir Thomas B1a.mey." General"This is
the rstzkapolntment or itsnd in the history oi »the Axaatrnllon Armyand it is a tribute tothe Fart Australia’:lam! areas havu playedin two world<w|.ra;"It is ttinc that theaward should lwlo lgoenfth to one whormderedtiwlshed
aervlou in-the at World ~wa-. andwho log than AustralianArm tmolly t1‘2€°“#h3t‘, J”%§.second would Wu."Mrs VDOWNINGSAYS “HONORMOTHERS"-tR8 JOHN DOWNINGwho received the~ MBE. is past 50 andls
Foderal president oi theHousawlvu Ansoolatlon. Ellehas her own ldcpa about thedistribution of honors.“Eve? woman Ilkeo to haverecogm ion of ‘her social W01’:-rbut think gahl-mt the honors ofthe tlxturo ould go to
themothers of. large fnmiliés whozaig mom up wen." she acid'f’i,'h¢I j van-’t time torsoelal wot but their aervloe$0 91¢ . on is -just uwing: of _1-euoznltkm ll thatof >_ most active social-WM’_lDPz”' ‘ .om as nlng has tmu ‘axld
ghrdkwdapghten. sonsFought j Malena ikn! um’ ' am ozTHimr§u=n°;§§tY$m Sn?NEIL HAMIL _ FAIRJJE,KBE, was ilescnbed by medical-men V0221! at one of tho mostdeger of 0.11. because or hisgreat contributions to
reseuchon trviul dlsoaaos. . dwléléi36  -d be oontrolledin the,‘ 11 1;, war, and malaria mnrta tyreduced to 1 toAtzn '  l .-5ia-a ._ hesised.t .typo‘ Jot mllu: ‘, 1 Qtf



ii iYEll‘/IiiE.i,1;=‘‘J\iliiiA141Y1‘e1 Eliiiiiill‘s1s:|.u.t ll-ll-M-ll-v'1'UN Pvigor. His anortlah. thickset Kn‘, Wu described by men today as one or the mostdeserved oi’ all. because of hisgreet contribution to researchgure, familiar to
AustraliansIv om he led in the westernDesert. Greece end ‘tho islands.still moves with all its oldmuscular livelinesa.Many Calls '_His telephone was riniinconstantly while we talked; witg’calls’ or congratulation fromr ds. . t
incin a Irthii? rir gas:;'lii"i:'i‘“':§".:t§+! breakissted. ' t“Nature ;I um deeply we -ilbeg by eggs honor," he ssi." téim not vain eislorgllg Qragar as s person u!0’l:nllCh1aS a tribute to theAustralian Army. V _"‘W_ were_lh_ leg
hard'“e'9 “M,agayaivgld  I Ist-ed of It --- WalafthmuIII 8 V011 (‘C01Thls honor is clearly an honorto thelroopa I was proud tocommand.”- sir Thomas omitted to men-d tion one tact: its was the smileBritish top-ranking soldier
w obegan the second World Warhas a commander-in-chief andtended it as a comxnmiier-ix»chief. None of the others lawit through from start to nish.‘Active’ List‘ Toda , he was unwili totalk agent Australia's mmillstarygolic.‘
He could doubtless-as heas _ the post-make _ mi-21%important, observations. busince he is now restored to theactive .1ist he is no longer freeto discuss such matters. Ap So we talked-of the pact.iliirst, his greatest milety
inhis experience as a h corn-mander.‘ s;;“°“-1”‘ J.“ &'i‘i°".‘li'i...‘;£smmim. "lint when the§I'.""%‘.“..l.a ‘.%u$'2"- ‘$22ssigsr thst ‘s considerablepart at our forces would be°9és2ss¢. when I met Wnvellat Thermopylae. I-M he
11°15me there could be no chili:tor a fcrtniglgi for the inevacuation. is meant Wewere left iacigk the whole Gif-man army, h little chance‘o getting the troons 6!! It8 . 'Jungle OrdealSecond, the touzhnon the Australians
didSecond World War. *0“"Undoubtedly he KM"-:,.:',.l~':.~..;*:~.:" 2:: 1807 hardest, has it was still thetoughest operation becamewe were unprepared tor it. p1 "We had no food system tospeak or no relief system. thewhole‘-
of the orgnisation wassketc y. It had be done, endit was done,‘ but it was a tri-umph ot tll1&hun1sn spirit overphysical .d culties." 'Third, -was the ghting ofhe rst or second wars-hardern the soldier?"Nothing was as hard as
thefie g ting of thelast warI ts earliest days." he ssid.7 _ e, Francs in 1914-18 was;rd. especially in winter. butt re were reliets in Francee ry now anA I ghthoods 4I M ore5’ ‘ AA?-Rm?!‘ WELLINGTON’. Thlirld .-The only three
inthe New Zaaland on . listsre ccnterreo on the yorsof Auckland. Wcllinton andChristchurch. all of w om havebeen created Knights Bsche or.gee; are éohn ' {Andrew§E?hi?!rmon trovical diseases.“It was nrimsrily due to
hiswork-' that mglgrjp,gould be controlled in the. 0 WU’. and malaria morts tyreduced toa negligible gure:kigiéorllilfgicrcctor-Gsn;‘r.al orgyhtrai "S. It. 1:.   I ‘WWI  ha saio..i'l3¢f ’ -‘drlnd‘:‘w:s  '§l't1.°s,l'
mam“:*i:“‘s2‘:ii."?'*.I**§‘§‘°="°":°?‘"‘tf.l.’§'*cl llllaria t§st“d M turfoovsrsorto _= il : 1 's Fair isnowlivingCareer Diplomatgm arm onrom. rm.Aus ll bass;Paris. Ail’§tr3E’s moggr cgDQ113368‘! itld I10“ I t V311career d plomst. I-Ila
W37»: hi:“hen him I70  ! LondonM°l.°°w. Chung , Bangkok,Batavis. and The Hague.In the First w id w hserved with the gflght Igilorsee,won the MO. and was sword-Qd In OBIL.Noted Economist ’WHEN sm DOUGLAS cup.-
LAND, KBE, then Prosessos00lJ1l!1di_ ins appointed Aus-tralian liilltcr to ONnl,_ licid that “ = tholdest sndhigiggif  th:grosld tlodiyaent the youngestorAustr _ associates pralsed mm'usay as one was hascontrilmilll. new ::-
i'csh-ii’l§'<l§"s‘l'l"ssn"' ea-ed m§e"°§world eclmclli; 4 " .He was born anNew Zqlllhdl’is“'c‘i‘y“'tli§i‘ "‘Universili  u.Apart from his university ag-intmsnts and economic wrmgr, he has been economic'ad-viser to severe Australian
Gov-ernments; and was chairmanoi the‘ committee which initi-ated t e Premier-s'P1an 1111031..“"’s.‘-" “*t...."" ‘*3 ‘it:i on ea7 ‘ _:...;=.-.--.,.....---s. -=trolse that was regaiggdabroad as one oil ms eut-standin: isaturea cs Au-
iralin war economy.Alter his term in China hereturned in list to his academicwork and is now Vice-Ohan-or of the National Univer-s Y. Canberra.C cries Allum. BE, 0 Aucl:land; Ernest Herbert iA . _ euingtonl -Fi-iii5555



 77 7 if ‘ ” it weweir — ~» iIvH‘§3;; |’  ‘ V rue H ‘ V  ,'i§v'.erviee ch ieis ~ e _ 1*. A    VA   generals “dehg htedo   3SERVICE heads and generals lm night we§e“ae1a¢1w.-awe'55;‘ Thoma»; Blamey’s promotion. This is-what
\e‘y=»';ai_d  .an if g: Vice-Admiral Collins. Firsiring services to Australia have Sir Thomas Blgmeyt ;¢_-_{.."a+Naval Member, said last night been recognised.” Astflin &r!Z6- l";_ "¢:'?3]!’9ngythat he was delighted to hear
Maj.~Gen. G, IL Simpson: “I ~oi1%I.¥e-outs .!.B,b _-_*'-1.i:¢-‘_‘:1 of the promotion. feel very E1-oud to have 801» 1311; Wat; end. '; =s?‘.1~‘;~'.-.»§ JameThe Chief of the Air sm lmdel‘ we E greet mo-"»;;1@h1t‘ vhie
;m’vi<=ea woe,‘-xmuly(A1, Marsha] George Jones) 1s a great honor. not 61yv__;;reoegnfsed. H \,seid he felt sure that the ser-9‘ K,  , _ __;_;k 1 jf‘-;=*~ . ,  _’V1068 would be de11§hted to heat  " 4-“ we of Sh‘ Thomas
Bemeyis well-‘deserved promotion.f The Chief Justice (Lieut.-* Gen. Sir Edmund Herring) :-‘ “No one could have wished toserve under zrbetter man. Aus-tralia does not know yetF{ust‘how much she owes to eldMarshal Sir
Thomas Blamey."Lieut.-Gen. $ir Stanley gav-ige: -—1“No man contributed‘ .more to Australia/s defenee[during. the war t_han Su’:Thom§,s Blarney, HIS loyalty‘ was‘unbounded,*end he won theydevotion, not only of his
sub-rorclinate ofcers, but of h1stroops." 'Maj.-Gen. A. H. Ramsay:‘Tm glad that someone hasseen t to confer this honor onSir Thomas Blamey. Everybody-I____J‘ 2? .must be glad that his outstand- 1'1K
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      {{{{ it     “QC. g-QW93 '7/51>—;;.-M J, _ —   I ”_M___m“ i , '"'"""\‘. “  ' iw ‘ ‘ ' ' ' ‘ ‘ "*5f"' ' "k3  - l ‘= -' qr :»‘~ 4" .~-i -*‘l'l:. ' < .. i‘ ‘ll; It ll  'I Ionored   & Knights in Birthday Honor ' 11 AUSTRALIAN.      Ki,ng’s Birth day,
Honors List »:< .lE-leve-n Australians received knighthoods in the,l950King's Birthday Honors L-is-t issued last n~i»ght—the first 'since 1942.At the same time the promotion of Australia's war-. . , ‘ time leader, General Sir
Thomas Blamey, to the ranh ofFIELD MARSHAL Sm field marshal was announced. He is the first AustralianTirgiguis BLAMEY. _ _" ”"’*‘l'o'attain this rank. V ‘~ V’ _ '  “‘1E=15§i15‘5i3?:‘:The gommqiqder qt the British
Occupation Forces in5 JGIPGI1, Lieutenant-General H. C. H. Rolbertsolf) be»coirn_es_a knight on the recommendation of the United King- A:£§EiEE_P% Adom Government. » V . 0_B,E. (CIVIL). . tary_ services to the
com-_ Kl1lgl‘li'l100dS Chi im-3a“____ munity. ‘, I Giles Tatlock ill! _t 1Mrs Ma Tenison .wMds_ W WT K‘C'M'G' (QIv;L)' Director_Ged1?a1 eii l§i)i%e':- For seriiiyces in child welfare ,,,Lieut.-General John Northeott, Services
an Om“ y t_ G . . , ‘ 'i chief of the General Staff, tor-General of the_ DQDBI eorge William Ca.iit,_oi Cort-ment of War Organisation oi linye, s_A__(31m1rm9,n‘0g theI _ G -' 251;./lg’ now pver‘ Industry. board of management,
Dis-» _ Gm, rt Bowling Henderson_T. trlct Hospital. - . K'B'E' (MISI;IT?RY()} I, e F0‘; Se;-vices to the plastic Henry Thomas Chapman. --— p*L1°“lP-:G°n°"1 an ey~., °° g surgery unit Heidelberg Mi1i- South. Melbourne city
eoun ;it’; * r34“ -» ».  - .- -  .i.§§'z§4'~:5: ’ .-:‘§‘:?:1:1.  F:-. -17!???'-W.-§.;==;1-1.  S"1§°- - - ’1 , cillor and chairm n t th .§Lieut.-General Horace Clement wry Hopslta“ _ __ Honm-ary Justice; Agmiai ‘A ii . . .l’ Hugh Bnbertsom i
vVglJiI"nr;)l1g:l.e<'5wsS‘:;V'iC6: i3i1is0\t7‘ic- tum °f Vlfztmia" _K.B.l!l. (CIVIL).  t nah Richard V_Villmore Chenoweth 7O ~.Pmfessm_ Douglas Berry Cop_ James Sykes Battym --Commissioner of Taxes in l land»
Vi°e'Chan°9ll°1‘ °7 the —-Principal librarian and sec- Vlcmria" " =Australian National Univer- retary for the w_A__yub11c James Henry Davey.'— For sity, Canberra, Prices Com- Library, Museum and Art voluntary
servicesto charit-» §_ 2;lSSiO1'l€‘I' for Australia 1939- Gallery Since 1911 able movements at Ballarat. l-  . Albert Edwin Hamilton—For ‘. .- e - . -- Dr. Neil Hamilton Fairley, for H‘;§E3r?ggg€t§°1\g:€21 Iggti, services to the
Stock Owners’ services to tropical‘ medi- i S A- Association and the Royal i. cine. , tmns n ' ' ~ Agricultural and Horticu1tii- _ ' " i' .B.E. MILITARY . IS ‘t i .S.A. i _KNIGHTSWIECHELOR Maj0gGem_r<al Rabat iimk,
M;;m‘j§;§,§, {thitford _War_ rap riioivi LEFT.—Liei_il-General _Slr Iohn Norihcotl; Lieul-Genera]John mimdel. Jensén, Services Nimino, ‘,G.O.C., Northern den or Burnie miinieipa; Saviqe. Lieui-General Sir H. C. H.
Robertson. Centre (from leii): Sin munitions production in Command. . council, Tasmania. Berry Copland: Sir Neil Hamilton Fciii-ley; Sir, Wilfred Russell. Allslim-lit? Ail’-C°m"1°d'"'° F"¢‘l°'l°k RF‘ M-B-E (MILITARY). Lower: Sir
Wilberforce Stephen Newton; Sir Iohn Klunder IenseriFrank Keith Ofcer: Austra- doliih Sherger. Deputy chief Re“ Thomas David Beyer, .E lian Ambassador in Paris. °f the A11‘ Sl9a-  (R.A.A,F,), i J  smnlell  M
L5’°l.‘;‘..S‘.§‘.i‘§i’.¥.?.‘;.’§°"» A"r:'“'t:a*;:.“.a;;.i:‘.'"1ii3...’.'i*;" **"s‘.‘:-.i*'="*~ °*“'1s Wm ‘ ’   “Ml e manu zi - I _.~. - c er. , -wrist é‘Zf..f.’.‘i‘°€i’..f.‘ilFZi.°.f.s'... i‘§%L.§“‘§.‘Ili”?>i.i.?§.i“‘é%.§l?.l23   wt»... ......_ _. _ t. _ . _
.liiillilcignilriglilliilthropm Ser moss (MILITARY) Cariiiilinr >H°m G°""°' mu’Dr. Wilberforce Stephen Nevv- Lt.-Col. John Edward Barrett. Captain .('.1‘emp. Major) Rom ‘I%)‘l:é0r]i=';I‘ p\1bllC_ services in $6 tiél;:r%eo
n?dII1Ild1.!1lStl‘3.l'.lO1l ney_ Charles Gabriel. ‘___ M W W 1  ' ‘ _ 5 m 9- -. Lieut. Douglas Albert Holmes‘ 1 ~ (R..A.N.).‘ Mr. Alexander EdMacLeqd. senior wacldlmnigjstoned instructor, RAN.l L*'="‘- Alan Kins Martin (Citi-I
zen Air Force). [Major John Martin Mills. 'Captain (Tem . MaFl!-Iedley Powdliteh, jut) my?!”ishi-Li L K th ’Bundle?“ at M"“”“’Liwt--Comander (S-) CharlesWilson.M.B.E. (Civil)i P Mrs. Frances Derham.—For so-‘ 1 cial welfare
services.i' _ John Finl ,"" _ , r g  "or the LiiiiigerglniiiaiiiiiiL, FROM LEFT: Mr. Chippindall. C.B.E.: Mr. Chenoweth. O.B.E.; Rabbi Dqnqlow. _ f“°l°°1'Y- ,i _ O.B.E.: Mrs. Vasey. .O.B.E. Mm id“ Gm“ F"!wis.—-Fora . - , _ services
to nursing, ,fl’ Robert Ros McDonald: Form- Lt.-Col. Thomas Alexander Miss Gwendoline Hesketh.—-Forerly Minister tor‘ Housing Coyne, social welfare servieesj and Forests (W'A')' Squadron-Leader Cyril Arthur Miss
Hilda’ .Blan°h° JwkilliQ-|-her Hgnofs Greenwood, commanded R.A. clerical asslstant °11 the $13113AI-_ in Berlin air um of the olcial secretary or the»-~~. C.B. (MILITARY); Miss 7Mm_garet Irene Lang, Governor-
General.lei Vice Mar. - shal Francis Mas- Matron in Chief R A AF Miss Dorothy. Mary Ma, 6 9,n Bladin: Member for Per- - ' ' ' ' ' ' '1' ' y ' ionnel on the Air Board._f _ §l;‘_“‘i“g service from 1944- giiiiiillgrléd altmliivigiilg
seglliiiqC_M_G_ Surgeon Commander (D.) John pea“ Huspltali New Guinea-obm Han Chapm,,___s_A_ Ellis Richards, dental ofcer.l. P:§'s°"-Ahonrry pen-Rai1w’ay Commissioner. (Commander (Atillg Cviainl - Cir’ -
“shaman Le‘V -R0 v Id wh _ 31 S10I1_ of ex service clubs.alter James Garnett.-~l o-"Sir 1; calllrarge ‘;€:$£1§?;‘éa Miss ltvelyn Tildesley.—F0r de-Deputy High Commissions ; - vot d 1 . _‘for the United Kingdom ill 0.B.E.
(CIVIL). Dhaiens 5:53 cti1§°a§'§lciii~i>sés.°rAustralia. -tnabbi Jacob Danglow__F01. Frederick Westbrooke Bate-Williani Keverall Mclntyre, of services to the community son. —For voluntary servicesLaunceston.—For
voluntary and as a chaplain in two to returned soldiers and theirservices at Queen Victoria. world wars. organisation in W.A. iHospital and Launceston Mrs. Florence Violet McKenzie Miss Jessie CW0"-—Pr@sid@ntGeneral
Hospital. -For ‘voluntary services td of the Returned Nurses’ Me-naiiiei McVey. . - Formerly the W<>m<=*n’s Emergency Sis- Mm°r1“1.F““‘l» w;A-director-general of postal nallms Corps. '?-1°°°‘““ D°“"“¥1§--F°1”
5°‘~..§_ervices. ‘Alfred Roy Nankervis.—Lately ggiaweuare rvlces in VIC’"""-.. . i secretary to the Department ' of the Navy Frederick Francis Dunn.-ForWm. A d P ' __ voluntary sei-vices_ to ex-, Ibligéned :£'_°s‘g1§vi_cg::;1
g serviceinen and their organ»public services, especially to Eamon m Victoria‘t the Red Cross. Mi-s.N§i{sie Mag M:e(%lllicui1dy.~Miss Edna Mary Shaw.- ‘E-Dy: rogigmgrc vgalzggggMatron ‘ at Crown-street ‘Womews
Hospital» Sydney» Mfsfiilris Victoria Morrow. —i aellvlces i° the C°mm°1“' President Y.W.C.A. in S.A.Mrs. Jessie Mary Vasey.-For IMIFRIAL SERVICE ORDER| social welfare services, espe- CY1'llFf9-I111 Knight-
—$B<=r@tWcially to war wit-1ow5_ of the Crown Law depart-lbaptajn John Protheroe - Wil_ ment Of ViGl0I‘l8.. _Hams,-For marine salvage I-leinericli Carl Meyer. — Chiefwork. . engineer and general mana-Miss Strella
Groves Wilson gel’ Qf the Ha1'b°rS B93“ de‘(Mrs. Smith) .—Well-known Pa1'l3m¢1’1t. S-1’:-Australian singer, for vo1un- (Other References, _Pag )



“g, g.Lfl‘Y§'° w/5|»_ e = Y” 55$ ,'“'W_'"h _ H  l o _\ "Y ;"'.. I--' -.' it-‘.,    I.. KNIGHOA T0 1 1 AUSTRAL IAN .,iti2i2E2Ez%=:' _-  , .-:-:.:;:;:;:;Ml Kiyng’s Birthday, Honors List Eleven Australians received knighthoods inthe,'l95O‘ -
.~.~’tl:.  ,  .;.;:;;-._.lsin-ce 1942.At the same time the promotion of Australia's war- time leader, General Sir Thomas Blamey, to the ranlf ofSm field marshal was announced. He is the first Australianll‘" ‘" - attain this rank.  The
‘Commander of the Brit-ish Occupation 1F0I‘¢¢$ (illl Joipon, Lieutenant-G-enercl .H. C. H. Robertson’. becotnesp‘ o knight on the recommend otion of the United King'-. clom Government- I A.», . * 0.12.2. (CIVIL). . tarv
servlws to tbs. Wm-i, , K"'9l"l'l‘°°ds Giles Tatlock Chippindall.—- m“n11v'iY- T 1 wood- K.C.M.G. (CIVIL). Director-General of Postal Ml'5- "Y ‘m 5°‘? ‘ 5"‘A 1 .1 5.. iuoriheoll Services and formerly Direc- For services in Qhlld
“slim-i‘m§~;1i,ti;?i,'}°?i\e ‘E§8Il6l‘B.l Stall: tor-General of the Depart- George William Cant, pi (Zuri-i AMF 1942-45 now Gover- ment of War Organisation 01 linye, S.A.—Chalrniali,,o1 theno "..roe.w. ' o Ineusw gqeyor
;ngnes@m=.nl- P1»‘ _ Gilbert Dowling Henderson.- Tc '-‘SP1 a- ' . -K.B.E. (MISLITARYA For services to the p1ag_1;i¢ Henry Thomas Chapman, .__‘Li°“‘-?G°“°'“' la“ “K °°"° surgery unit, Heidelberg 1vn1l- South. Melbourne
city _ Savlge. ' tary I-‘iopsital. , clllor and chairman» of the.Lieut.-General Horace Clement _ Honorary Justices’ Assoc“-1;, I:§:§"I.-2, '"<2; .i Vic . .K.B.r.<c1vIm. ., §§,§a"“'°“° “°“’*“‘*S 1‘ Richard Wilimore Chenoweth.‘ Professor
Douglas Buerry fC?)1:- Jgmeg. Sykes Battye. ,Eg3)l;i;!llssl0ner oi Taxes inland, Vice-C ance or o e ._".P l i llib i n and sec- ' ' _Australian National Univer~ ,e,;,,]°§,”; ,hf,”“"’}_A_ pubm; James Henry Davey. .— Forsity,
Canberra, Prices Com- Lib,-arm Museum and Art voluntary services-to charit-ilzlissioner for Australia 1939- Gallery since 1911 able movements at Ballarat.‘ 5.  _ _ Albert Edwin Hamilton.—ForDr. Neil Hamilton Fairley, for
H‘i‘§§m1§§;‘§‘{§°n,?;;§L‘i I§;‘§§,§_, services to the Stock ownersservices to tropical" medi- mom in SA: Association and the Royal-clne. ~ Agricultural and Horticultu-. KNIGHTS BACHELOR C_B_E' (MILITARY)_. 1'81
Society ill-S.A.,- ((;{v1L)_ Major-Genegllo goberk Illta-old Martin Alfreg Wl:itford.-—War-. Nirnmo, . . . ., o ern en o urne municipal, J01}? ”',§§§§;,§f§,§'1°f§ Command. . council, Tasmania.Australia. Air-Commodore Frederick
R_u- M.B.E. (MILITARY), _Frank Keith Ofcer: Austra- dvlrh S<=}1¢1‘8¢I'~D9P\1W C1116‘ Rev. Thomas David Beyer King's Birthday Honors List issued lost n~ight—-tlleffirst V Hugh Robertson. William Hewson Anderson.-:
mm of Victoria  J_- 1‘;LYf lian Ambassador in Paris. °f the A11‘ stall '~ (R.A.A.F‘.).§John Stanley Storey; Austra- Engineer Rear-Admiral John Flighf,..]‘_jgut_ Charla Wm“' lian engineering manuiac- Wilabslt/Ier
V‘l7isha1'ft.~€1l;hir%TNi Butcher. .;turer, for public services. » va em er 0 e ava “cut (E) wim ArmWili'|;)eliii Russehiflhimwadez For ggrd and Chief of C°“_Stm°' Cook. am “Ipu c and p anthropic ser- - C mi H G .vices in
Victoria. 0.B.E. (MILITARY). . a(ll\.M!lF.).enry “We FrmlDr. Wilberforce Stephen New- Lt.-Col. John Edward Barrett, C tai T _ton: For public services in in charge administration atllay Iéhhrlzlpéallg-gilt) nod, Victoria. -, " ,
Western Command.. » Lieut: Don] Albert .,. V . , (R‘A‘N‘).5 as HolmesMr. Ale nd no rdMacLe:cll, ilenior wacomzrliggsioned instructor, R.A.N.Lieut. Alan King Martin (Citi-zen Air Force). ,xajor John Martin Mills. 'mln (Tenn -
_Ms ,. Q1nediey roryoliien. ‘M’ y?”Fligglii-élfgeut. ‘Keith mamLisyitgfimander (S-) Charles (Civil)Mrs. FrancesD h -_ .., cial welfare seerrvllclig-s. For soi e    ‘°:'r"..f:":.*ls.'-r.*:*';:...;'i:"::="., Chippindall. C.B.E.: Mr. Chenowelh.
O.-B.E.: Rabbi Dqnqlow. M:“°t‘;;Y- G VO-B-E.) MI 0 I £0 l ' l ‘B a race‘ Fr‘ 61"‘-_F rp VP V s Vasey ,O.B _ _ Semcés to numng Q ,W Robert Ross McDonald: Form-‘Lt.-Col. Thomas Alexander Ml“ Q"'m¢°"h=.Heske.tli.=-.-
.1‘or‘ eriy Minister tor’ Housing Coyne. A 8°”! wenm services. 'and Forests (W.A.). sq“ad'mn_Leadel_ cw“ Arthur Miss ‘Hilda. Blanche Jackson.Other Honors Greenwood, commanded RA clreiggzal assistant on the sta_ A1:-
_ in Berlin ah. Hm 0 e oicial secretary of thei-.-,- 0.1;. (MILITARY). Miss Margaret mm Lam Governor-General.Al Vice-Marshal Francis Mas- Mutton in C-hief_ RA_A_F: Mis_s_Dorothy 'Mary Mayo, an Bladin. Member for
Per- Nursing service mm 1944_ civilian nurse, tor servicesonnei on the Air Boarda,-_ 43_ rendered at Kavieng Eum_(},M_(;,_ Surgeon Commander (D.) John Dean H°splta1» New Gum"-obertr Han chapman___s_A_ EH18
Rd(3hI»l'dS, dental o‘icer.,Ges';g€: Ranwgy gommissionet-_ Commander (Acting Captain! '. . gion of ex-service clubsalter James Garnettigd 3°” v"ld“"' wh°“u°y' naval Miss Evelyn Tiid l —F' -Deputy High Commissioneli
omcer in charge New Gumea" voted service (ills §zldlBI%1:%:-for the United Kingdom i 0.B.E. (CIVIL). phans and the Red Cross.‘Rabbi Jacob Danglow.—For F“"d°"l‘*k w¢5ll"'°0k8 Billie-services to the community son.
—For voluntary servicesLaunceston.—For voluntary and as a chaplain 1n twg to returned soldiers and then-services at Queen Victoria, _worId wars. organisation in WA.HOSDWEI and L311n°'35l?°n Mrs: Florence Violet
McKenzie. Miss Jessie CH“°n'_Pr'~‘5ldentGeneral Hospital. For voluntary services to of the Returned Nurses’ Me-Daniel McVey... - Formerly the _W0men's Emergency Sis- m°‘i“1.F““d» WA-director-generai oi postal
115111118 C0I‘PS- Mrs‘ C°°'““ D““’“l“3'-—F°1' 5°‘__§erv1<;e5_ Alfred Roy Nankervis.--Lately ggjlaweuare wrvices in Vic‘"'“"~-~  l ilzcllgarrzabvg, the Department Frederick Francis Dnnn.—For‘wim And ' P i _ _ A voluntary
services to ex-I buggéd e;'_°s‘eY1§vl‘c/ggal for servicemen and their organ§§b1§ §°"’*°e$' "P°°1°~11Y l° Mii?‘é°.i‘o.‘“rrl’§°i\‘ii‘2oooo.oo,Australia.William Keverall Mclntyre, oiMiss Edna Mary Shaw.-— ' e 'Matron ' at Crown-
street E315 Home‘ walkewlllgWomen's Hospital» Syd-neY» Mrsjllris Victoria Morrow. —'1 afgvices t° the G°mm°n- President Y.W.C.A, in S.A,|Mrs_ Jessie Mary vasey__F°r IMPERIAL SERVICE ORDER, social welfare
services, espe- CY?" FIB-ilk Klliht-—-$eC1"Bta1‘Y_ (;13,11y to war w1dow5_ of the Crown Law depart-Captain John Protheroe‘Wil- men‘ °f V1°*°a- -' liams.--For marine salvage Helmfich Carl M¢!%l'- -0111“work. .‘ K
engineer and general mana-Miss Strella Groves Wilson 3" °f the Harbms 3°94“ d8’(Mrs Smith) —-Well known imtment. SAe e Cr°'5S' -—Mai.ron, Church of England‘Australian singer, for-volun- (Other References, Pa“ l
Knights in Birthday HonorsIi-li.TOP FROM L'EF'l'.—Lieui-General _Sir Iohn Noricoii: Lieui-General Sir S. G.3aviqe:.Lieui-General Sir H. C. H. Robertson. Centre (from leii): Sir Dougl vs VBerry Copland; Sir Neil Hamilton
Fairley: Sir, Wilfred Russell Grimwa .Lower: Sir Wilberforce Stephen Newton: Sir Iohn Klunder Jensen: Sir Iop “ ' Stanley Storey. _ _ -  ' J" ‘ '-"*&.u=n~ _ l



.4§ 2PR$0T 0'41’ GENERAL BARK OF FIELD MAJSHALTHE PRBIE IIIIII STERwith reference to my minte of 3Oth.May,-— attached is a draft letter to the Minister for theArmy requesting nhn to arrange for tho
necaasaryfurther steps to be taken to give effect to thepromotion of General Blamay to the rank of FieldMarshal as annaunced in tha Birthday Honours List onsun June 1950- ':1-Q-33 e 0 r e t n r ya/s/1950  *1



a-—1\ i 7, ,PRQOTON OI GE ‘W ; S R '~,~ A‘ .5.me;.1;!'“*L*  ; ;.“§_g;1;g3;ze =now * 'THE PRDE HIHISTER‘rho following is an extraot £1-an my minute orloth ilereh :"The following in the legal point that will neetlto be
olerified in seeking the promotion. General Blaneyrelinquished the appointment or Oanmander-in-chief,Australian Military roroee, on Goth Hovenber 1945, andwas placed on e Supermnerery List. Be was removed fromthe
tupermnnerary Liet ano transferred to the Reserve otOttioera on let rebmary 1946. He eraenilaoed on theRetired List with permieaion to retain e rank ant wearunitorn on am rehmary 1950. Under A.ll.R. In 0. lb?the
Governor-General may, on the retirement or an ottieer,grant the military title equivalent to the rank hem byhim imedietely prior to hie retirement, but there in noauthority to promote to higher rank an orrioer on theRetired
Lint.” ,8. It wee eonteaglated. that when the announcement orthe raaotion in made by he King, it would be a matter forthe gepertaeent or the Army to take all neoeeeary steps to giveetteot to it. .?or example, the Aotive
Force oomprieee qenereland other liete oi’ ottieere holding appointments, tnoee on thempernunerery Liat, and the Unattaohe Liet. Al Field Marshalie a new rank for an Australian Officer it ie not olear ae tovthiohtliet it would
be deeirahle to reetere General Blarney forpromo on.3. All action to eanoel the treneter or oeneral Blarneyto the Retired List ie to be taken imeiiately in aeeordanoe withyour letter to the Governor-General, e draft Order-in-
Oounoilie eubmitted herewith, but General Elezmeyie etetue prior to thie,ee indioateo above, ie an ottioer oi’ the Reeerve or Ottioereehioh, under Seetion 38; or the Derenoe Act, ie not {art or thenative Oitieen Military
roreea. The oroer-in-count 1.. thereforeincludes the turther notion to traneter him to the General Lietor the A0t1YO citizen Military roreee, so ae to eontom fullyto the oonditiono for promotion to riela Marshal.4. It is
euggeeted that the following ocnrae be180110106:(i) he the Order--in-council will have to be eigned. bythe ltiniater tor the Arm and eubeequent actionarranged by him, you will doubtless wish to informhim o the proposal tor
hill personal and oontidentialinformation, when he in eekeo to sign the oroer.



P’\ <27§.E§E328’(11) It is asuntial that the Oran:-in-cunmilbe app:-area by u zuautln cuannll priortothoamonmuantoalhmnu. toavaidInoculation as to the ruse: to: this act-ionand antiuipatlon of the King‘ s intention,hunter, it is
suggested tint Ir. willoughbynight arrange tar its suhniasion to a matingof the Bzcoutlve 60:11:11 as Into an goeaibloHie: to 18th June and that its pu ltcationan cunonnuz Gazotto an auma until afterthe unnmmcamant. is
nails.(111) A0 stated -above when the mnonnamnt of the King‘:apprcnl to tin pruotian to H.011 Iarahal isman, it I111 he a matter tow the nopartmnt ofghalérnw ta take the mum ataapa to give attestQ 0Saorotaéy
Aso/as/1.950
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C O P Y4‘ ‘/$7PRIME MINISTER,CANBERRA. A.C.T.Q()NHUENT\A\. 25rd May 1950 .MOST CONFIDENTIAL.Your Excellency,I have for acknowledgment your Official Secretary'sletter of May 20th 1950, enclosing a copy
of the comunicationfrom Buckingham Palace having reference to my letter to yourecommending the promotion of General Blamey to the rank ofField Marshal. -Careful consideration has been given to thecontents of Sir Alan
Lascelles' letter, and I have to saythat, in view of the really outstanding services of GeneralBlamey, the Australian Government desires that thepromotion recommended should be made.The promotion is, of course, a
promotion in theAustralian Army that could be made by Your Excellency, but inview of the high rank and the fact that His Majesty holds it,the approval of His Majesty would add to its confirment.To remove the obstacle
mentioned in the secondparagraph of Sir Alan Lascelles' letter, the Government proposesto cancel the transfer to the retired list of General Blamey. |Steps to this end will be taken immediately, and I would beglad if you
could inform His Majesty the King accordingly.I have the honour to be,Sir,Your obedient servant,(Sgd.) R.G. MenziesHis Excellency the Rt. Hon. W.I. McKell,Governor-General of the Commonwealth of
Australia,Government House,CANBERRA. A.C.T.—- Prime Minister,25rd May 1950.The Secretary,DEFENCE DEPARTMENT.For preparation necessary Order in Council.(Sgd.) J.R. Willoughby.Personal Assistant tothe
Prime Minister  ‘



................... /V2!! T 9,01‘ OF ‘§'il.'_.'.i. QIR *1?‘-~ BM. '1’ T0 FZQQ ll“-3_.__\ . ,. \ L.»" , .».v.~-THE PRIIIE MINISTER(THROUGH TE ACTING MINISTER FOR DEFENCE) I‘ Hr. willoughby has informed me that
objectionshave been raised to your recommendation for the promotionof General sir Thomas Blamey to Field Iarmsl because itis not the custom to promote officers on the Retired Listand to do so would create an
undesirable precedent.2. Unfortunately my papers in which I examinedthe provisions of the Defence Act and Australian militaryRegulations in relation to this proposal are in my personalsafe in Ielbourne, but broadly the
conclusions were :(i) It is e promotion in the Australian Army thatcould be made by the Governor-General on therecommendation of the Government.(ii) In view of the high rent and the fact that theKing holdsit, the approval
of His Majesty wouldadd to its confirnent.(iii) There were difficulties under the AustralianMilitary Regulations because of the fact thatGeneral Blane: had been placed on the Retired_ List, but ways could be devised for
overomingthem. ,3. without knowledge of the precise language of theobjgticns, I would suggest the following points in yourP9? :(1) It is proposed to cancel the transfer ofGeneral Elmo! from the Retired List to theActi;1:1List
in order to promote him to FieldH81‘! O(ii) As it is a promotion in the Australian Army,this fact enables a distinction to be drawn inregard to the creation of e precedent for theForces of other parts of the Empire.(iii) If there are
still objections to the King approvingor it from the aspect of procedure or precedent,the Australian Government would not wish toaebsrraes His Majesty by pressing for his approvalthough it would greatly appreciate it.
Alternatively,it could make the praeotion in the usual manner- through the Governor-General in council.1|



I@2.1» In ragard to puiuta 2( iii) and 3(ih tharatiriag ago for a Gauaral uudar Australian Ii taryRagulatiou 12!; is 62 yaara, but Gauaral Blamay who was66 yaara on 21-sth January laat, aaa only racautlytranlfarrad to the
Ratirad Lint. Apparently ha ramaiuad.on tha Autiva Liat beyond 62 under tha proviaioua orAuatralian llilitary Ragulatiou 1211(2) which raaaa z"Ia tina £2) Au atriuar, Inn, during time or var, orat war. hraa nuutha imadiataly
artar tba tima orwar baa uaaaa, raauhaa the aga tor hiaratiraaut anon in aub-regulation (l) attnia ragulatiou anall ha ratirad an tnaazpirat ea or tioaa tar-aa months: Providadthat any arriaar may aoonar be ratirad atany time
artar ha has raaahad that ago."This Iauld. praauably parmit an urticar to ha kapt on thaAativa Lint until thraa uoutha dtar "tha time or war" hasaaaaad. It would aaaar to ba quita aaupataut for anordar in Oauauil to paaaad
aaaaalliug tha tranatar orGaaaral Blauay to tha Ratirad List.5- Altaruativaly, Australian Iilitary Regulationl2h(h) raada aa tolloaa :"(k) Thia regulation ahall not apply to au ctriuaret tha Engiuaar and Railway start corpa, or to
achaplain-zauaral tha Saainr Jaaiah chaplain, or aaauior chaplain in a Ililitary DiatriutIt would ‘ba poaaibla to paaa a nan ragulatioa auto-tlatadprior to Gauaral Blmaara ratirnaat reading :'(5) 'rhia ragulation ahall not apply to
Gauaralsir Thmaa Blanay rarnarly Gaaaral otrioar Commandingtha sauaad Australian Ilparial Purse and cmnaudar-iu-cmar or the Australian Iiilitary Parcaa.6. Autiuu in paragmph 14 would ha preferable butiu view at the
uontidaatial uatura at the prqmaal it isnot puaaibla at this ataga to aouault tha Army Autfxoritiaa.8 a 0 r a t a r y~">’ /5/1950Lilly, ,, _____,__ _, ,, ____I/7 1114-1I|wi3‘LI



OO‘UI-4. __" IG6'BUCKINGHAM PALACECONFIDENTIAL.10th May, 1950.‘LMy Dear Governor-General,I laid before The King your letter of March 22nd,covering the Prime Minister's letter to you of March 15th.His Majesty
has given careful consideration tothis matter. He would, I need not say, be very glad thatGeneral Blamey‘s long and distinguished service should berecognized; I am, however, to point out that no officer on theretired list has
ever yet been promoted to the rank of FieldMarshal and if such promotion were to become the accepted practiceit might lead to difficulty in the future both in the AustralianArmy and in His Majesty's Forces elsewhere.eICU I
,bnnIf Mr Menzies agrees that this might be a notaltogether desirabl innovation, would he consider recommendingthe award of the G B (Military) to General Blamey? Thenecessary formal su mission for such an award could
be made here,in the usual way, a d the King, I know, would be ready to approveit.Such a award could, of course, be published in theBirthday Honours list. Incidentally, promotions (as distinct fromawards) are not usually
included in the Honours List, though, ifGeneral Blamey were to be promoted to the rank of Field Marshal,this could I suppose be announced in the separate supplement to theLondon Gazette which will contain the Honours
conferred by The Kingon the advice of his Australian Ministers._ As time is getting short perhaps you could kindlytelegraph your reply to me in the Household Cypher?Yours sincerely,(Signed) A. LASCELLES.His
ExcellencyThe Governor-General of Australia.-



\." /*5’ ~~ 19:2; Illthg 1950.Ion: Italian,‘Ibo nawannn Bovnrunt desire: towanna Mural I1: than A1502! 311107 6.8.2., 1.6.8.,c.u.o. n.a.e. am. to the ant at rain In-ahal in cuAustralia Unitary ‘onu-Gcarnl Blue: no 4 dlntiuuhhd at-
:2- 016010 lira! I021! hr all as an at the grout953:: Aulraltaa hpnrhl has in its annulusugar??‘Ell 1‘  “O Blll ‘0In’c ‘Q.oatabnnhcl he as appntatnd to the annual at the runanus» aim - on mm axvwm - and 1» an ‘ms1- no \ V or -
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, \‘JDRAFT LETTER FROM-PRIME MINISTERTO GOVERNOR GENERAL.anin _ 3The Australian Government desires to promoteGeneral Sir Thomas Albert Blamey, G.B.E., K.C.B., C.M.G.,D.S.O., E.D., to the rank of
Field Marshal in theAustralian Military Forces, in recognition of hisdistinguished war service in the Middle East, as GeneralOfficer Commanding, Australian Imperial Force, and DeputyCommander-in-Chief, British Forces,
and subsequently inthe Southwest Pacific Area as Commander-in-Chief,Australian Military Forces, and Comander, Allied LandForces.2. I shall be glad if you could informHis Majesty the King of the wishes of the
Government,and)in view of the high rank and its conferment forspecial services, submit the recomendation for hisgracious approval and inclusion in the Birthday HonoursList.w'°‘Mp%//7 /\ /'0 ' , /If/3 6,0 ”"' w, M



\/3__ ,_  % I;1.oNoL_1R§ - GENERAL BLAMEY'_S LIST 01+"RECONIMENDATIONBDuring a discussion of the Birthday Honours Listwith the Minister, he said that the Prime Minister and GeneralBlamey had had a talk
about the latter's list of recommendationsfor Knighthoods which had not been approved by the LabourGovernment.The Minister said that the Prime Minister hadbeen staggered by the size of General Blamey's list "and
inlanguage which General Blamey would understand had said 'pullyour head in, mugl." The Minister said that the PrimeMinister did not agree that all of General Blamey's recom-mendations should be approved.The Minister
stated that the Prime Minister and hewere agreed that priority should be given to the "fightingcommanders" in the periodical awards, and the Prime Ministerproposed to recommend Lieut.-General Savige for the K.B.E. inthe
Birthday List. The Minister added that he had urged thePrime Minister to divert the civil Knighthoods to the "fightingcommanders", but the Prime Minister had stated, after enquiry,that this could not be done.The Minister said
that both the Prime Minister andhimself had been amazed with the lobbying that was occurring,the Prime Minister having stated that two likely recipientshad been discarded by him for this reason.Also see the attached
minute on the reply toSenator Rankin, which, the Minister states, he submitted tothe Prime Minister for his approval, and in which it isindicated that war-time arrears will be dealt with in theperiodical Birthday and_New Year
Lists, according to theirmerits.Also see the attached minute on the prmotion ofGeneral Blamey to Field Marshal.at/h8/5/éw»/.‘J



1 C O P Y~  /2,/ \DEP§§$¥§§Tg9§_P§?@§§3RE§9QNI§El°N1.,9Fr )i(£~BEl_1\§E_§EiT“lglQE,r" E-5-Blil-5gBl5211Tl?AR¥_‘111l1i7STIgQl§TT§E MIN;§m§RThe Prime Minister's Department has communicatedto this
Department for urgent advice the following questionby Senator G.J. Rankin addressed to the Minister repre-senting the Prime Minister :(1) Has the Government given consideration to therecommendations of the
Commander-in—Chief of theArmed Forces that certain awards should be madeto many officers and other ranks.(2) Has consideration been given to the acceptance ofdecorations which the United States of Americawishes
to confer on certain members of theAustralian Armed Forces.(5) If the answers to (1) and (2) are in the negative,will the Government give early consideration tothese matters so that these officers and otherranks may
receive the rewards their conduct andgallantry entitled them to.2. The Labour Party's policy relating to Honoursfor the Services was submitted to Cabinet by the PrimeMinister (Mr. Chifley) in Cabinet Agendum No. 1002
of17th November 1945. The decision of Cabinet was :(a) Only operational awards be recommended for bestowal.(b) The highest operational award will be c.B,5. The final recommendations for British awards inthe periodical
operational lists were made to the King inthe Army list for the period lst April 1945 to 15th August1945, and in the R.A.A.F. list for the period lst July 1945to 50th September 1945. Awards to R.A.N. personnel werecompleted
in conjunction with Admiralty lists, in accordancewith the Naval practice adopted during the war. Speciallists of awards for ex-Australian prisoners of war were'subsequently submitted to and approved by the King.4. In the
case of American awards, a note of 15thNovember, 1947, from the United States Embassy, canberra,stated 2"Public Law 259, 80th Congress, approved on July25, 1947, will terminate authority under the Act ofDecember
17, 1942, for the award of all United Statesdecorations to foreign individuals or units as of mid-night January 24, 1948.The General Headquarters of the Far East Commandhas indicated that the effect of this Act will be
toautomatical1y_9ange1”aIl“réc6m@§datIons'f6r'award§—which5_e*1§._n@___§@11_s.ran§§§"'5zIY§i§i‘£ ?Z£;_TI§1§T """"""" C *9"



‘ GI ‘\ /3.The General Headquarters, Far East command, hasexpressed the hope that, in view of the above provisionsof the law in question, the Commonwealth Government mayearly approve acceptance of the awards or
definitelyindicate its non-concurrence, in order that the recom-mendations which have so long been pending may bedefinitely closed."The final lists of proposals by the United States Governmentfor the bestowal of United
States awards on AustralianService personnel for war-time service were dealt with bythe former Government and finalised at the end of 1947.5. In the absence of information as to the PrimeMinister's view on this matter of
Policy on which, by custom,he exercises a personal prerogative, I would mention thefollowing points :(i) There is a regular allotment for the Services inperiodical award of Honours in the Birthday andNew Year Lists.(ii) It
was not the pre-war custom to confine the allotmentof honours in the New Year and Birthday Lists toofficers of the Permanent Forces, though it wasnecessary to establish this principle by Ministerialvdirection.(iii) It is
therefore possible to include in theseperiodical awards non-Permanent Officers who haverendered distinguished war service. In doing so,the operational Commanders of course have thestrongest claims to consideration.6.
As stated in paragraph 4, the American Act forawards to foreign individuals lapsed on 24th January, 1948,when all outstanding recommendations were automaticallycancelled. Under the Labour Government's Policy, all
awardsfor operational service were approved.7. On the basis of the foregoing, the following isa draft reply to Senator Rankin :guestion (1) - Full consideration will be given to therecognition of war-time service in the
recommendationsfor the periodical award of Honours in the Birthdayand New Year Lists.Question £21 - In November 1947, the United States authoritiess ated_ Hat legislative authority for the award of UnitedStates
decorations under war-time arrangements wouldterminate on 24th January l948, and decisions on theproposals in the final war-time lists were made by theprevious Government at the end of 1947. It is understoodthat all
awards for operational service were approved.Question §§l - See replies to Questions (l) and (2). FOGOSIS e c r e t a r yA Approved. 9/5/1950(Intd.) E.J.H.9/5/1950



\o?iOM' W_ O ¢£NERAL ‘ ' =0=~‘ B_;J3IZ§Il€i§l§L!iIIl§)§l3*i1'2TF' 4-,1. "®i.'B . \, ET%@¢"‘THE IQNI QER:I am forwarding herewith a copy ofthe minute submitted to the Acting Minister ‘beforethe Cabinet meeting this
morning, in response toyour request for advioe on the procedure for thepromotion of General Sir Thomas Blamey to the rankor meld llershal.8 e or e t a ry.10/3/1950.



‘ __ .‘ 9{pg £ Ii F GENERAL '_ E THOIIAS BLAKE!'0 ’:|:: rw; M ~_; T1,)":-_-sly" _sEC"~g£3E5’ING IIINISThe Minister asked for advice on the procedurefor the promotion of General Sir Themes Blamey to the rank' of Pield
Iarshal.2. Under Seotiou 8£e) of the Defence Act, theGovernor-General may promo e officers of the Defence Forces,. and A.I.R.& o. 87 Provides that they shall be made orapproved by the Governor-General. subject to
clarificationof a legal point in General Blmey's case referred to later,the Australian Government could therefore make the promotion,‘hut, in view of the high rank and its oonferment for specialservices, the Prime Iinister may
wish to add to itssignificance ‘by obtaining the prior approval of the King, vand issue the notification in conjunction with the BirthdayHonours List.3. there are two rield larshals in the AustralianIilitary Forces, namely, the King,
who accepted the rank in1938, and tield Marshal Birchweod, the Galeander of the A.I.P.during the first world war, who was qapointed. an honoraryyield Iarshal of the Australia Iilitary forces in 1925following his appointment
to the rank of Field Iarshsl inthe m'itish Army at that time. Following their service inthe First World war, Lieutenant-Generals lonash and chanvelwere promoted to the rank of General. _< it. The rank of Field Marshal has a
special statusin the United Kingdom, and an officer of such rank remainson the Active List until his decease. A Field Ilarmal ofthe British Army, when no longer anployed in the service, isplaced on half pay. Io similar
provision exists under theAustralian Regulations, which provide for superannuation forofficers of the Permanent Forces only, on retirement. Itwould therefore appear that the grant of the rank of Field1 Iarshsl to General
Blamey would not necessarily involve anyg financial ccnmitment such as half pay.5. The following is the legal point that will needto be clarified in making the promotion. General Blameyrelinquished the appointment of
Oomnander-in-Ghief,Australian lilitary Forces, on 30th xovemher, l9h5, and wasplaced on a supernumerary List. Be was removed from theSupernnnerary List and transferred to the Reserve of officerson lst February, l9l4,6.
he was placed on the Retired Listwith permission to retain his rant and wear uniform on 2ndFebruary, 1950. Under .A..ll.R.& 0. 157, the Governor-Generalmay, on the retirement of an officer, grant the militarytitle equivalent
to the rank held ‘by him imediately priorto his retirement, but there is no authority to promote tohigher rank an officer on the Retired List. .‘ H



\43!;Q--VtQ 2 -6. In 1910», General smnto, who woo o Gonorol inthe south African Dorenco rorooo, woo grontod tho rank oi‘Iiold Iorahol in tho British Regular A:-my oopornnlorory tocctablintment. It no noted rocontly that
tho prceontBouth Afrioen Govcrmcnt rotirod hin tron tho position orocmenoor-in-Ohio! or tho South African Dctenco Fm-oeo, nothat apparently he woo still on tho Active List.7. In tho oaao or General Blonoy, it would
appearaocceoary at the appropriate time to transfer hin ‘back fromtho lotirod List to tho Active List and than promote him torum Ierehol. Ho would than remain on tho Active Lint in _oooorcianoc with tho United Kingdom
prootioo roro:-red to invnrcaravh I» w ~I. _ It in thcroforo umeotcd that tho ling ‘bomm-no that tho Australian. Bovcrnnout dcoiroe to pronotooenorol Blonoy to tho root of Iiold Iorchnl in the Australianlilitary Pom-cos in
recognition or hie distinguished woroorvioo. In view of the higi rank and its ooorermont foropocicl oorvicoc, tho prcnoticn lo oohnittcd. tor tho pocionoopproval or Bio loioety and nononnocnont in ccninnotion withthe Iirthlu
locum-o List.9. owing to tho oontidontinl noturo of this proposal,it hoe not been poaoiblo to dioeoeo with the RI onthoritioethe clarification or tho legal point on tho orooecaro" to hetolloweo in transfer:-in oonorel Bloaey tron
the Retired Liston promoting him, but this can ho coolt with when tho actionio nocoooory. It in oortainly no obotoolo to doing what ispropo cod. \F‘~"'Secretory.y /3/195:»‘ii?gfgii‘  5%L ll _ 77 77 7 A[uh ,5 401/~</w~<-"‘ ",J/"'/'
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3 4s\’:¢"‘gQOIEEEQ TO RAQE OF Fm IA§S%.Provision is made in Australian IilitaryRegulations for a rank of Field Ilsrshal (Regulation 81¢).Appointment to this rank would appear to he within thenormal powers provided for
in the Regulations (87) forpromotions of officers to be made by the Governor-General.2. There are two Iield Iarshals in the Australianlilitary rorcee, uanely, The King, who accepted the rankin 1938, and Field llershal
Birdwood, the commander of theA.l.F. during the First World War, who was appointed anhonorary Field Ilarshal of the Australian Iilitary Forcesin 1925 following his appointment to the rank of IieldIarshal in the British Ami! at
that time.3. The rank of Iield llarshal has a special statusand an officer of such rank nominally remains on theActive List until his deceaee.1+. A Field Iarshal of the British Arlw, when nolonger employed in the service, is
placed on half pay.( ote: ho similar provision exists under the AustralianReg"'\IIat ions, which provide for superannuation for officersof the Permanent Iorces only on retirement.’ It wouldtherefore appear that the grant of the
rank of FieldIarshal to General Bluney would not necessarily involveany financial connnitaent such as half pay. In thisconnection it is noted tint yield Iershal saute is notshown in the British Army List as being in receipt ofhalf
pay.)5. General Blmey relinquished the appointment ofoomandsr-in-chief, Australian Iilitary rorces, on 30thIovember, l9h5, and was placed on a supernnnerary List.He was removed from the supernnmerary List and
transferredto the Reserve of officers on lat rehrusry, l9h6. He wasplaced on the Retired. List with permission to retain hisrank and wear uniform on 2nd rebruary, 1950.6. There is no authority in Australian ArnyRegulations
for the promotion to a higher rank of anofficer who has been placed. on the Retired List. He isallowed to retain the Iilitary title he held on retirementand may be given permission to wear the unifom cf thatrank. This would
also appear to preclude the possibilityof promotion to an honorary rank whilst still on theRetired List.7. In order to give effect to the proposal underexamination, it would appear to he necessary to remove nGeneral nlamsy
from the Retired List and place his on theActive List. It would not appear feasible to transfer histo the Unattached List, which is an Active List and exists



3e i ¢.-2-for special temporary purposes. In addit ion theRegulations provide that an officer who has ‘teen rive yeareon the Unattached List ehall, unless re-appointed to aregiment or oorpe, be transferred to the Reserve
ofOtrioers or retired.8. The foregoing advice is provisional anddiscussion with and confirmation by the Amy authoritieewould ‘be desirable. It would appear, however, that itwould first he ueoeeeary to transfer aeneral Blamey
fromthe Retired List to the Aotive List before he could bepromoted to the rank oi’ rield Iarehal but the Amyadministrative and legal eepeota should ‘be ascertained. ..._._....1 _  J‘   fxp ‘  ‘F R 6‘ ,1 \(_“__ t \-Ir) "D! \ K r.» \j 4:1-l.
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‘ DAILY TELEGI-6UEC1945 5'iiI2\ ’_ v11wnsnAr._ DAILY TEl,EGR'APH - l>ECEMlEl16,,»lg§ .I9IORwon BLAMEY surronrrL,..__/ e -7IPromotion ToA Field-Marshal  “Just Reward”Conferring of the rank of Field-Marshal
onGeneral Sir Thomas Blameywould be a timelytribute to a great soldier, the Director-Generalof Demobilisation (Lieut.-General Savige) saidyesterday. ~ ' >General Savige said he would be surprisedif the Federal
Government did not seriouslyconsider making such a recommendation to theBritish Government. l ' lAn Imperial appointment of this type would he‘ atgesture of Australia's part in the war, and the ser-vice rendered by
General Blamey, as Australian Com-mander-in-Chief, he added.   e--- d 'General Blamey retired from, ‘his command last week.The Dally Telegraph in an editorialgesterday, suggested that General;1 lama should be raised
to the renk<oi Fi d-MarshaLGeneral Savige said appointment oi‘General Blamey as a eld-marshalwould not represent any technical!dlifleulty, although it would be a. prece-den .Automatic HeadIn peacetime, retiring soldiers
whol ‘ had rendered exemplary ~-service to the§ Empire were raised to the tank or eld-| marshal.Such an appointment would makeGeneral Blamey automntie heed of ‘the Australian Armed Forces on the l ~l active list, ‘but
um position wouldprobably be more nominal than real.- General Savlge said General Blarneyhad proved himself an exceptionalleader and teetician. '“He had one principle which he in-stilled into his troop-5-that 9,
soldier's’duty was to full the requirements oi!his Government, no matter whet brand‘ oi polities that Government might N-present," General Savlge said.‘_“In the erltleel days of the war nobftttgr principle wuld have been
enun-o d.State president oi the ReturnedSoldiers‘ League (MI. J. C. Neegle)said last night that Australia shouldnot be behind other nation; in recog-nising her greatest war leader.' “Note only would it be conferring npersonal
honor on an outstnn 11%soldier, but it would be a mark ox ‘gratitude to all the men in the Au5- Jtrauliian ghting services," Mr. Nengle Isa .“Just up often one man receives adecoration tor his whole unit in a.battle oampnlgg.
General Blamey wouldbe carryinf t medal for the mob.“Promot on‘ ot General Blnmey to‘Field-Marshal would be approved by‘R.S.L. members."i*



Z\= ,4;   4’QQMMONFYEAIQHD GAZETi[,‘E,_lYQi,-ZDATED am) FEBRUARY, 1959AUSTRALLAN (MILITARY, roncrs.His Excellency the Governor-General in Council hasapproved of the following changes being made in
connexion withthe Australian Military Forces :><  WTIZEND MCILITA-BX FQR9.€§The following officers are placed upon the RetiredList with permission to retain their ranks and wear theprescribed uniform :GENERAL
LIST2nd Military District: Lieutenant-Generals H.G. Bennett, CB.T (CM; DSO; VD., and Sir Leslie J. Morshead, KGB, KBE, CMG,DSO. ED., Major-General J.J. Murray, DSO. MC. VD., Colonels' (Honorary Brigadiers) J.R.
Broadbent, CBE., M.B.B.Keatinge,MC. VD., H.C. deLow, DSO. VD., F.P.H. Fewtrell, VD.,C.E.Cameron, MC. ED., and V.T. England, DSO. ED., and ColonelsE.0. Milne, DSO. OBE. VD., and N.B. Loveridge, OBE. ED.1 5rd
Military District: General Sir Thomas A. Blamey, GEE. KCB.H CMG. DSC.’ED., Mafor-Generals F.P. Derham, CB. DSO. VD.,and C.S. Steele, D50, M3, V3,, Colonels (Honorary Brigadiers)D.A. Luxton, CMG. DSO. VD-,
W.H. St.Clair, DSO. VD., D.D.P&1n8, CHE. DSO. VD., R.W. Tovell, CBE. DSO. ED-, J.A. Clare-, brough, ED., R.H. Norman, DSO. MC. VD., E. Gorman, MC.,‘ C. Lawrence, MC. ED., and L.H. Lemaire, ED., and
ColonelT.P. Cook, OBE. ED.4th Military District: Colonels (Honorary Brigadiers) W.E.H.H Fascoe, ED., and A.S. Blackburn, VC. OBE. ED.7th Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) L.C.Lucas, DSO. MC. VF.ROYA-L
é§§l‘R%U-IAN EMIIEERSTransportation4th Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) N.M.Loutit, DSO. ED.ROYAL KUSTRALIAN INFANTRY CORPS3nd_Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) A.C.S.H6IIana,
CBE .d vn.5rd Military District: Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) N.M.Freeman, DSO. ED. -



 Q.V.A 2. 3ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARMY'MEDICAL CORPSMedioglZnd Militar% District: Colonels J.C. Storey, OBE. VD.,K.§T"rar.er; M6T"ED., and A,H. Tebbutt, DSO. VD.Srg Military District: Colonels (Honorary
Brigadiers)"‘_H;C.*5Iéhér, cBET_ED., and N.H. Fairley, CBE., andColonels A.P. Derham, CBE. MC. ED., and W.J. Newing,’ED.EQZ£L_AH§!BéLIAN,ARM¥,°RDNA§§EiQ°E€§Qrd MilitarX7Qis§rig§: Colonel E.T. Bazeley,
MC.~ ROXAL §ORP§_QFWgQSTRALIAN ELECTRICAL ANDMEHANTCAL”ENotNEE§S“"“"""“3rd(MilitarX Distriog: ' Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) w,D,"daima. * "*AUSTRALIAN ARMY LEGAL CORPSZnd Military Dietricgz
Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) A.S.Iloydf ED. ("v"-— Ex. Min. No. 6 - Approved 24th January 1950)JOS. FRANCISMinister for the Anny



 777777 7' ~77 7 7 7 '7 V é.\rEXTRACT FRGM°MEQNWE%&$E GAZETTE N9- § 22DATEDl§1ST,EEBBUA3Y»_l9%§AU§TR4§IAN MILITARY F0393?His Royal Highness the Governor-General inCouncil has approved the
following change being made inconnexion with the Australian Military Forces :GENERAL LISTVXI General Sir T.A. Blamey, GBE. KCB. CMG. D80. ED.,is removed from the Supernumerary List, 51st January1946, and is
transferred to the Reserve of Officers(General List), lst February l946.— (Ex. Min. No.48- Approved 80th February 1946).F.M. FORDEMinister for the Army



EXTRACT FRGM7°°MMQWEAE'ZH_GAZET'I'E_N° -t lDAIED 24TH JANUARY 1?§§AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCESHis Royal Highness the Governor-General inCouncil has approved of the following changes being
madein connexion with the Australian Military Forces :GENERAL LISTVX1 General Sir T.A. Blamey, GEE. KGB. CMG. DSO. ED.,General List, relinquishes the appointment ofCommander-in-Chief, Australian Military
Forces,50th November, 1945, and is placed upon a Super-numerary List, lst December 1945.NK55000 Lieutenant-General V.A.H. Sturdee, CB. CBE. DSO.,General List, relinquishes the appointment of GeneralOfficer
commanding, First Australian Army, Both November,1945, and is appointed Acting Commander—in-chief,Australian Military Forces, lst December 1945.VX2052l Colonel (Temporary Major-General) H.C.H. Robertson,CBE.
DSO., General List, relinquishes the appointmentof commander, 6th Australian Division, 50th November,1945, and is appointed to administer Command, FirstAustralian Army, and retains the rank of TemporaryMajor-
General, lst December 1945.-(Approved 11th January,1946 .F.M. FORDEMinister for the Armyl 1
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