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of protest came‘and fast when, in 1975,alian Laborannounced aof $2 million forWomen’s Year..oontemptible misuse ofmoney” was how onedescribed it; others (bothand women) talked of “sheerand accused the
NationalCommittee for Inter-Women’s Year offunds to radical fringeof the women’s move-who represented a tiny,minority of Australian-In fact, the greatest proportionInternational Women’s Yearwent to long-
establishedgrounds like thethe National Council ofthe United Nationsof Australia, and theWomen’s Association.The members of theMirriwinni (Qld) branch of theCWA knows this well. Theyreceived a grant of $1380
fromInternational Women’s Yearfunds to build a fence aroundtheir hall.The result is a new communityspirit among the l00—odd peoplein this town I30 kilometres southof Cairns.Says Mrs Dulcie Menzel,honorary secretary
of thebranch. mother of ve, andgrandmother of I4:“Mothers don't have to worryabout their kiddies any more. Inthe past, every time a northcoast train went through rightbehind the hall, we’d rush out tomake sure the
youngsters wereout of harm’s way.“Now, thanks to the fence,everybody can enjoy ouractivities.”Instead of a lonely stint ofChild-minding at home (includingfarms marooned in a sea of rain-covered sugar cane), mothers
cannow meet for discussions, craftclasses, and a variety of socialactivities. knowing that thechildren are safe inside the fence.Occasionally dadswith timeto spare join in.And once a month 10 to 14-year-olds enjoy special
craftsclasses in the hall.Dulcie Menzel, widowed some30 years and familiar with theloneliness of running a sugarcane farm, initiated thehappiness-bringing project.She had been the branchsecretary a mere two weeks
whenshe saw a television interviewwith Ms Elizabeth Reid, thenspecial adviser to the PrimeMinister on women’s affairs.“When I heard her say that1975 was International Women’sYear and the Government hadset up a
fund to help women, Idecided to write and nd outwhat it was all about.”The IWY committee lost notime acknowledging her inquiry.A month later. she received,guidelines on how to make theapplication for the fence.Mrs
Menzel read the all-important extract from a cop ofher letter: “We want to butl)d afence around our hall to make ita place of safety for the smallchildren who will be broughtthere by their mothers who wishto join in community
sroiects ofbenet to women.”Within weeks the grant —based on an estimate which MrsMenzel got from the local hard-ware store —- was the CWAs!Apart from that fence-buildinggrant, International Women’sYear has given
the Mirriwinnibranch a whole banquet forthought.As Mrs Menzel observes: “Ithas shown us that we as womenhave a contribution to make tosociety, and that in doing so, wegain confidence and faith in ourown ability.”An
IWY aim listed under“objectives” refers not only to the\  - 1 I-I — — 1 i — I '7 _, _FENCE HAT BROUGHT  FELLOWSHIPBehind the gate stands Mrs Dulcie Menzel (striped dress). Mrs O’Leary is third from left in back
‘row.way men see women, but howwomen see themselves.“One of our members claimsthat is the key to realimprovement in the status ofwomen,” says Mrs Menzel, “anduntil they realise their own worthand potential, as
well as therights we are entitled to, womencannot make real progress.”In summing up, the Mirriwinnibranch president Mrs YvonneO’Leary said: “We are . notentitled to anything because weare women, but because, as
equalmembers of the human race, weare worthy of equality.”A ":'._—.;':_ 1' '1‘=.u-»-=:q-;-..-...-<-.-a-.=.,5-- -_H



 ,?lun»vwb~¢ ¢§ZL O. 5 s¢J , O07Ms Mary Falloon,Editor,woman's Day,P.O. Box 161,BEACONSFIELD. N.S.W. 2014Dear Ms Falloon,I have enclosed a copy of a letter to ElizabethReid from the Honorary Secretary of the
Miriwinni Branchof the C.W.A., as discussed with you by Gillian Appletonrecently.Miriwinni is the centre of a small farmingdistrict in Northern Queensland, and the women of thisarea have few facilities and opportunities for
cultural,recreational or educational activities. The C.W.A. havea hall which they felt could become much more of a usefulcentre in the district for women. However it lacked afence, which due to its location, meant that
motherswith children felt it was unsafe and were deterred fromcoming to the centre and participating in communityactivities, thus tending to increase their isolation.The enclosed letter from the C.W.A. outlinesthe ways in
which the grant has helped the women in thedistrict, and I hope that you will be able to featureit in a future issue of your magazine.Yours sincerely,§%¢,P. J. GALVINCo-ordinator
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waMrs. O'Leary,President,Mirriwinni Country Womens' Assoc.‘ MIRRIWINNI.Statement of Account for Erectiong===as5gs;;nan;5aasQQ5%;agQQ;QQIanIBEQ;QQEl5:5555555QQ¥Q!!1!;II!!I-!!!!!-I!!-EH9 McKauge
St.,EARLVILLE. Q. R8706th Juneof 268ft. ARC Mesh Fenclng¢ 1975Supply and Lay 67 BlocksSupply Gravel and CementErect Fencing @ $1 per footTravellingTotal:\ 4, ”T  at 0 C/6414/1/L /’ ~%,,@w
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purposes of sub-Person incurring expensesection (5.) oi SQCIIOH 34 of the Audi! Ac! 1901 (as amended). ..   _    /I certify that this account is correct within the meaning of .   . ._. - ~4 _  /section 34 of the Audi! Act 1901 (as
amended). Certifying OfficerDate or Contractl Particulars of Claim AmountPeriod Order No. .v‘ \   0/I  oxE x. \., ‘I .U_(,C}L.At .. Q._ Q“ 3 @.){:\f>\‘~E>Nnl Prev. Paid-—-J.£%’-;"‘ \’Q’\‘ Q;   \Q'Advance Rec. ~_~¢-~—-"-""‘  , 3)»
M g _ GYC) fr ‘“ance or AdvonCQ__.----Etqmisd -—-"‘”""w_»_’_’"Req._ Ne!“ ~--~~-<~";"""_ - ."-']- 5 C1 A"'11- \»>- ‘Ti.  Q“ (lam / discount for payment before .. /   TOTAL <1: ‘ ~ PuT T T E T ~ 4——\3<ao~.~@@-PLEASE
COMPLETE THE ‘PAYMENT ADVICE‘ BELOW. IT VVILL BE ATTACHED TO THE CHEQUE TO IDENTIFY THE PAYMENT. ,_ __,____  .. .____7 _-......,.  V. _ _.,..':. .. _PA\ MEN 1 ADVICE Please use the CLAIM FOR
PAYMENT form in rendering claims(To be detached by Paymaster from CLAIM roe PAYMENT form) on Commonwaith D@i>a'tm@ntS- Suepiies Of the fwrm may beName OT ‘= "3 '~‘ in any Capital City.Claimant.  .\
,.\>.§Li.\.\~.1    iThe attached cheque is in payment of a claim on the Commonwealth Department ofnumber, amount ant} date. M ‘ ‘ i l J   Q Q “QQ '--*QU YY STA‘/iP$ SHOULD NOT BE AFFIXED TO THE CHEQUE
‘obtained, free of charge, from the Commonwealth Sub-TreasuryT3Claimants Reference AmountAny enquiry concerning this payment shouid be directed to that departnivnt qvoting cheque \€/\/ \‘\.,[5454)_1_1_L F. D. ;\Ti-
:r:~:.<;0.\', Ut\‘.’t‘t‘t1'i1L’l’\|_ Prinlcr, Crthttrrft



\., 1.3 MAR 19 75Dear Ms Menzel,I am pleased to formally advise you of thegrant of $1,380 to the Miriwinni Branch of the CountryWomen's Association to build a fence around the Branch'3hall. The grant has been
approved by the AustralianGovernment from funds allocated for International g... Women's Year, and a cheque for the amount is attached.As you will appreciate we need to ensure aproper accounting for these funds. The
normalrequirement for grants of this nature is for therecipient to certify that the purpose and conditionsof the grant have been complied with; and to forwardstatements of the expenditure incurred on the projectfor which the
grant was made, these statements beingsupported by vouchers (eg receipts, used traveltickets etc) or if these are not available an auditcertificate by a oualified public accountant who isnot an officer or employee of the
organisw;-on. Iwould appreciate receiving your confirmation that youwill be able to meet this requirement. If youforesee difficultires, you might send me details ofsome alternative arrangement that I can have consideredas to
its acceptability.We wish you every success with your activitiesfor women in your community.Yours sincerely,OwlP. J. LawlerSecretary ‘TEMs D. MenzelHon. SecretaryMiriwinni BranchQueensland Country Women's
AssociationP.O. Box 25MIRIWINNI QLD 4871‘FY!3);



\PRIME MINISTERPRIME MINISTERInternational women's Year FundingSubmissionsAdvisory Committee considers appropriate for immediate funding.The following are the projects which the NationalThe attachment
gives more details of each.‘--{LEDUCATION $. St. Michael's Collegiate School (Tas.) 874. N.S.W. Teachers‘ Federation 12,000. Carole Ferrier, University of Queensland 1,682. Special edition of "Education News" up to
6,160. University of Adelaide, Departmentof Adult Education 3,250CREATIVITY. Adele Cohen - Readings (W.A.) 4,775. The Women's Film Festival 75 (N.S.W.) 35,000(guarantee). Royal South Australian Society of Arts
Inc. 3,850. Albury Symphony Orchestra (Vic.) 300. Ewing Gallery (Vic.) 6,000. Adelaide Festival Centre Trust 1,000. North Shore Symphony Orchestra (N.S.W.) 500HEALTH AND WELFARE2 Conference on women's
health (Qld) 22,500. The Wayside Chapel, King's Cross (N.S.W.) 3,000. N.S.W. Council for the Aging 5,500. Women’s Committee against Private Violence(N.S.W.) 10,214. The Women's House, Victoria 4,000. The
Women's Centre, Adelaide 4,000. Two seminars on women and crime up to 30,000. Women's Centre Action Group (W.A.) 3,000. The Women's House, Sydney 4,000. Country Women's Association, Miriwinni (Qld) 1,380../2



\F.r=_ 2 _$. Sunshine International Women's YearCommittee (Vic.) 10,000. Parents Without Partners (Aust.) 500WORK. Centre for Urban Research and Action (Vic.) 60,000. Women Lawyers Association (N.S.W.)
2,000COMMUNITY ATTITUDES. National Council of Women, Townsville (Qld.)-3,000. Australian Local Government Women'sAssociation, N.S.W. and A.C.T. Branch 3,000. Young Women's Christian Association
(N.S.W.)20,000. Elizabeth Boesel, Parramatta City Council(N.S.W.) 3,000. Prahran College of Advanced Education (Vic) 2,000. International women's Day Committee (Vic) 3,500. Queensland Association of University
Women 637. Campaign Against Moral Persecution (N.S.W.) 4,000. The Country Women's Association of Victoria 3,500. Seventeenth National F.C.A.A.T.S.I.Conference up to 4,000. The National Council of Women of
Victoria 7,000. Joyce Stevens (N.S.W.) 6,000. National Council of Women of Launceston (Tas) 200. A. Morton and H. Kon (W0) 2,000. The Country Women's Association of N.S.W. 8,0002. Ms Kay Iseman of Salisbury
College of AdvancedEducation, S.A., has withdrawn her submission, the fundingof which you approved in the last round.3. I recommend that you approve the funding of theseprojects subject to any further negotiations that
may berequired.1 : / I <. /-0 =~g ’_ Elizabeth Reid.0/‘,»t\'   _' i 10 .3’ 1'2l9 February 1975
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‘KBauov 19741 I .Dear Dulci Menzel,Ms Elizabeth Reid has asks me to write toyou concerning your letter to her of 19 Septemberin which you requested a grant for the constructionof a fence around the C.W,A. hall for the
safetyof very young children.I attach a copy of the guidelines forapplicants for Government grants, and should begrateful if you would let us have the relevantinformation along the lines suggested. We werewondering if it
had occurred to you to run a seriesof classes on fence building; possibly there arepeople in your area who are prepared to teach. Itis the sort of skill which may be useful to many ofyour members, indeed the classes
themselves maybring many of the younger women in the district intoymu~group. If you decide to do this or somethingalong similar lines, then in your submission to usplease give us a quote for the cost of material andany
other incidental expenses; otherwise give us aquote for the total cost-I was very interested to read of theproblems you face and the positive way your groupis attempting to cope, and I should be very gratefulfor any ideas
that you and your group develop asmeans by which the Government at Federal, State andLocal level could make the life of isolated countrywbmen a richer one. As you no doubt agree in yourarea, as in many others,
effective solutions lie notonly with Government but with people through selfhelp, imagination and a positive approach and Iwould be very interested to learn of any activitiesyou have devised which you feel could usefully
beadopted in other similar centres.Yours sincerely,~22 M.)SecretariatM»Dulci HsnzelHon. Secretary Miriwinni C.W.A.P.O. Box 25HIRIWINNI QLD #871W 7/ I251;/W



6'»-..»....1QKou~-Ba bu‘ ‘V\“££W“MmvL q¢- fka ¢@M~*“*- fld¢!'I({_A . ___ __ I "H, Tx-F-Aarf  1 ~ ,_- PT,  7| 1 ' |>— 2* * E:a—~r" "1 IiT:Dear/8f§'Menzel,-Ms Elisabeth Reid has asked me to writeto you conc rning your letter
to her of the 19thSeptember n which you requested a grant for theconstrue on of a fence around the C.W.A. hall for thesafety very young children.I attach a copy of the guidelines forapp cations for Government grants and
should beeful if you would prepare a submission along the1 es suggested,including with the submission a quotationor the cost of constructing the fence.I was very interested to read of theproblems you face and the positive
way your group isattempting to cope, and I should be very grateful for anyideas that you and your group develop as means by whichthe Government at Federal, State and Local level couldmake the life of the isolated
country women a richer one.As you no doubt agree in your area, as in many others,effective solutions lie not only with Government but withpeople through self help, imagination and a positiveapproach and I would be very
interested to learn of anyactivities you have devised which you feel could usefullybe adopted in other similar centres.Yours sincerely,JOHN GAVINu(Secretariat)3%’ D. Menzel,Hon. Secretary Miriwinni C.W.A.,P.0. Box
25,MIRIWINNI. QLD. #871/
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*A  '91‘._ » e ' ’1;f~._a*"'*"THE DEPARTMENT OFTHE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINETCANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600-~%. divwwDaar Ms Menzel, .¢ T ‘I refer to your letter of19 3eptember 1974 on behalf of theMiriwinni
C.w.A. to Ms Elizabeth Raid,Adviser in the Prime Minister's Uffiee,concerning International wanen*s Year.I have been aske to let youknew that your letter has-bean referrndto the Secatariat which has been satup in the
Department of tbs SpecialMinistar Qt State to handle arrangementsfar tha calebratian of InternationalHanna's Year.Yours sincerely,/wéL¢*@1@¢~for SecretaryMs Dulcie Henzal,Honorary Secretary,Miriwinni O.w.A.,P.O.
Box 25,Iééml QI»@- 4871


