
NAA: M1003, FIVE POWER TALKS

Series number: M1003

Control symbol: FIVE POWER TALKS

Barcode: 11586256

Number of pages: 9

The Hon Sir Alexander Downer KBE Cablegram - Five Power  talks 11 June 1969

These copies are provided for research or study purposes. Before making use of the material for other purposes (for
example publication) you should familiarise yourself with any copyright obligations.

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=11586256


OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR AUSTRALIA, LONDONY L- - OUTWARD CABLEGRAM0o1>~' 1 OF 5



0-<1V»_ 2 _the danger of pressure especially from Singapore to take facilitiesover. Re inetanced Singapore‘: interest in Ghnngi end said that 'it Lee persisted and need strong economic arguments British ministersmight have to
agree. It this happened it could create serious "problems.AIL’-A5- Consideration of what points could emerge in generaldiscussion under Iten l gave us the Op§OZt“H1tY to point out thedanger that, if the British talked internally
about AHDA, theMalaysians and Singaporeans would be likely to raise it in theConference. British are adamant that they will have to discussAHA internally but beyond registering that the agreement will needto be reviewed, they
have no hnrd and fast brief of what they willsay to the Malaysians or when they will say it. They agreed thatthey would be influenced by Australian and New Zealand opinions atthe pro-conference meetings and would be anxious
not to prejudicethe Australian and New Zealand positions. they will insist that thesubject be on the agenda at the next Five Power Conference and wouhdprefer to breach some ideas with Malaysia and Singapore for
furtherconsideration. We made clear our own views on the revision ofAHWA, including our preferences for a direct British involvementrather than some association with a Five Power Declaration.6. Both Cooper and Aiers insisted
that any continued bilateralobligation by Britain after 1971 was out or the question and thatthis would apply irrespective of any change of British Governmentat the next General Elections. The main content of what Britain wouldbe
prepared to do was linited to e general declaration of interestin the region and 3 najor eonsiderationsi _(a) no automatic response;(b) provision for consultation in the event orthreat of external aggression; '‘ (c) full cover for status
or forces and training.From the Bitieh viewpoint the looser these arrangements were thebetter. But Cooper enid the chances of even going this tar would benegligible it others sought to sit under the United Kingdom shadow.
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_¢03-Agenda Item 27- §§!§| British will be especially interested to heartron us the latest position in our discussions with the Americans.they will want to knew whether there are any problems or anyspecial timing considerations to
be borne in mind.555;: British will outline their plans for training.They not special store on the Jungle Warfare Training Schoolto which they will send some formed units who will be in thearea up to 2 months, plus Gurkha and
Garrison forces from BongKong, and many other servicemen from U.X. There wihl be Britishtorces in training in the arse every month of the year. In mostmonths there will be 200 or 300 British servicemen with peak monthswhen
the total will reach about 800. (SEE HEADLAh'S LAO 894 oi13 MAY). British did not want their programme to be praised orhighlighted in any way as any such emphasis would be bound tolead to trouble. This programme was one
oi those criticized bysome British Ministers.8. On the Service Training Assistance Programme which isbeing run by the Malaysians and which involves other 8.3. Asiancountries, the British will have no views to contribute butwill he
looking for opinions to take back and will he especiallyinterested in what the Nelaysians think.515: Cooper said they had just heard from Sanad Door t9- hathe Malaysians would sign a contract, next Saturday, with Marconiior two
L 600 radars, delivery to be in 18 months and the uniteto be operating by September 1971. Malaysians had added thatthey would not want western Hill as a gift. He assumed thatthey would put one L 600 on the airfield at
Butterworth.l0. In answer to our question, Cooper said British woulddo what they could on the training side. K.A.F. had sent asignal to For East Command for an assessment of the Malaysianintentions including a review of how
quickly Malaysians could betrained and what should be done. Cooper added that the Britishwould plan to shut~down Western Kill in 1971 and remove equipmentthat would be needed in Britain.t
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1*;. _ ‘ _ll. Bitish accepted that the Isleysien intentions will needto be reviewed in Gsnberre next west with Australia and ow Zoelsndas well as in s rider context. Sons of the practical questionswill inclnoe whether the tine schedule
is practicable and how itcould be co-ordinnted with Bukit Gombak. In the meantime Britishwould like urgently our reaction to the Hslsysian intentions.ggegga Item Q12. On exercises and training, British do not foresee
anyproblems with the 1970 exercise but will want to press home on theNelsyeiene and Singaporeans the need for full and effective co-operation. They are putting a big effort into the 1970 exerciseand expect other countries to
give full ad active support. linerJoint exercises could be held frequently with the British forceswhich would be in the area. They will talk about and give detailsof miner exercise after 1971. But here also the stress will beplaced on
the importance of Malaysia and Singapore not only pro-viding stability but also making facilities available.Agenda Itg 413. British see the Joint Service Working Group not as ereplacement for the Single Service Groups but a
useful means oideelinp with problems effecting more than one service, handlinghorse-trading issues between the services and other practicalproblems. Another argument is that such a group might help to.pull Hhlnysia and
Singapore closer together on defence matters.They therefore see merit in setting it up on e low visibilitybasis. Nevertheless Cooper stressed that they did not want topress the proposal too hard or embarrass anyone with it.14.
British hope that other participants will also givedetails oi their progrqnme for exercises and training in the arse.They will be looking especially to New Zeeland and ourselves.movmnm or DELEGATION '15. ' Aiers and Cooper will
arrive Sydney by Qentss 16 June(ETA 0610) and proceed immediately to Canberra. They will beeveilablc for talks 16, 17 and 18 Juno. C.D.S. will arrive_ _ _
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55 \ mul * i\" -5-Gnnborro 2215 on 17 -Tum. H0 and OIHCIB would Iito to participatein thn pro-oontoi-once noting on uednesday. Henley and Ilareton willarrive Canberra‘ Wednesday morning (18 June). Delagation plan toleave
Saturday morning 0900.DISTRIBUTIONBigh CommissionerActing Deputy High Comaiamione:Acting Official SecretaryA.V.h‘l. HeaélamMr. CritahleyMu
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