S NATIONAL
g ARCHIVES

:\ustm]ianmmmt OF AUSTRALIA
Your story, our history

These copies are provided for research or study purposes. Before making use of the material for other purposes (for
example publication) you should familiarise yourself with any copyright obligations.

NAA: B1497, V116/783/1047

Series number: B1497

Control symbol: V116/783/1047
Barcode: 10491375

Number of pages: 319

DSJ - Cape Otway to King Island 21 October 1978 - Aircraft Missing (Valentich)


http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=10491375

DEPARTMENT, OF TRANSPORT
— —7 5 ox¢ .-/J

Kieg? /77

— Lo

FILE NUMBER PART

OPENED R

and F1Y virb / 7?3/ 1047

-
AIRCA 1S _____( L’HLEM‘N(AO

Related Files

Shown Inside

CLEARED CLEARED CLEARED

Folio | poterred to Da % FNO_l""’ Referred to Dalel
Initials Initials i Initials

Referred to Date

loi; ASSU- ,{‘/."':. :w/';"i{ -
&7/ :

e | 45/ difn| G |fes] posc | W%
7 SolAS L Ips| B liog] DESP [PalD | o

WA — K bl P ;‘.\-;-;”/ . 5 = T

/ W |8 Jox | Assu g A pk] AT vy
22| De€@ || MY |F, |DESP.  |wv|& )
(fel s, 4| S| b [>% S N . B
{ i | F | 80 | [on ]

P | XL (e asye | LN 4
el Mialwes [Re | Bsso o) - ] A
AR |- déi,,"{\‘\") ASSU ’r‘%, {\f{vwi |
<l Deecror|gf | S g pr | (500 ]

> NS |pus] pmeamsd? | dochl
| s et %8 s Bss0 @9 I,
g Acd bebldE [ FlDpp | [P

2% | av(e) | W3 PECIAL— |Hot Draig
BGL dor ;%f;__._'_;{s; A Cosse) 7 |8 | -
el st | VW plr | D! |2 )
12 | Diogcrenl 2R | F (> BAS () @
12 | Dese Ol O 77: ﬁd/@,/ 7 }TT_
79| asio |4 |- | e [ reme by

fo| e L = SN 1) e

; 74 .
’352 A Sty f’ z < v ff NJES ‘}’7 .f"
B R s

D | ASSk | /@A, e [Pa ﬂgLiLH‘P 2

a

=

NN
Ajjusuewisy UI'IBH
MaIASYH

‘ON 3714

NOILOV TIVAIHOHY

(a1ep) -

Vii6 /283/ 1017

g ——————— et R ——— e ——

e = —t




‘Relatad Files

NUMBER TITLE

FILE DIVISION NOTICE

The large number of papers processed in relation to the
subject of this file has necessitated a division of the
original file at this point.

Earlier papers are held on the following parts.

Part No. Date Opened Folios

NB — brecrnsT coboor SCHEME < HE
BLOE wmd wny (MTE,  FRom M Frie
T JT.S5

_ w/%b IS0










: COMMONWEALTH OF wm;nun DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT i
\s!,!; AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/783/1047

Publication of this report is sutherised by the Secratary undar the provisions of Air Navigation Regulations 283 (1)

1. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

Height a.m.s.1. Date Time (Local) Zone
Not known - 21,10,78 Not known EST
2. THE AIRCRAFT
Make ond Mode! Registretion Certificate of Airworthiness
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Cesiticate of Registration issued to Operator Degree of domage 1o aircraft
Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known
33 Reserve Road, Northern Avenue, Other property damaged
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria
Defects discovered
3. THE FLIGHT
Lost or intended departure point Time of departure MNext point of intended landing Purpose of flight Class of operation
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW
Name Status Age Class of licence Hours on type Total hours Degree of injury
: : . Not 150
Frederick VALENTI CH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal
known |(Approx,)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All passengers and persons injured on ground)

Name Status Degres of injury Nome Status Degree of injury -

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authonsed
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC), On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return, The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes, The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island, He advised the briefing officer
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him,

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours, After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU).

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications between the aircraftand Melbourne FSU were recorded
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations,)

TIME FROM TEXT
1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand
:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic
:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
146 FSU DD DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
32 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over
over me at least a thousand feet above
143 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vicinity
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
:28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
42 // open microphone for two seconds //
49 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify
1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
5 5 § FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
14 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
:28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone
for two seconds //
:46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone

for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne

1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH~DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET




6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

-

TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
:57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military

aircraft

:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished

:14 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN

A7 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you

:23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest

:37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET

:62 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)

1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions

:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is
hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

122 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET

:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //

:49 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft,

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of dayli ght at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours.

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found,

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined,

\

Approved for
publication

uhw ? (A.R. Woodward) 27.4.1982

Date

Delegate of the Secretary
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: f’& COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT T
\lzg AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/783/1047
Publication of this repert is outhorised by the Secretary under the provisions of Air Navigation Regulations 283 (1)

LOCATION OF OCCURR
y Height a.m.s.1. Date Time (Local) Zone
Not known - 21.10,78 Not known EST
2. _THE AIRCRAFT
Make and Model Registration Certificate of Airworthiness
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Cowificote of Registration issued to Operator Degree of damage 1o sircraft
Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known
33 Reserve Road, ; Northern Avenue, Other property domaged
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria
Defects discovered
3. THE FLIGHT
Last or intended deporture point Time of departure Next point of intended landing Purpose of flight Class of operation
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW
Name Srotus Age Class of licence Hours on type | Total hours Degres of injury
p 2 i Not 150
Frederick VALENTICH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal
known ( Approx.)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All passengers ond persons injured on ground)

Name Status Degres of injury Neme Status Degree of injury -

L

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authonsed
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC), On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return, The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island, The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes, The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island, He advised the briefing officer
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him,

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours, After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbqurne Flight Service Unit (FSU),

The pilot reported Cape Otway-at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours, The following communications bet ween the aircraftand Melbourne FSU were recorded
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations,)

TIME FROM TEXT
1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand
:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic
:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
146 FSU DD DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
132 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over
over me at least a thousand feet above
:43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aireraft in the
vicinity
:57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
:28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:42 // open microphone for two seconds //
149 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify
1909:02 * FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
| FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
:14 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
:28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone
for two seconds //
:46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone

for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne

1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH~-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET




6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
257 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
:14 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
117 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
:23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest
:37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)
1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is

hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aireraft

:22 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
149 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft,

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours,

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined,

:up;::a'f-.:n for unw : (A.R. Woodward) 27.4.1982

Delegate of the Secretary




VIVELSNY 40
SIAIHDOYY

Australian Government

DO NOT OPEN

| 790- 992

The contents of the mask are:

] Exempt from public access under paragraph(s)
.................................... of the Archives Act 1983.
You have a statutory right to seek a review of

the exemption.

EK\Iot in the open period as defined by the
Archives Act 1983.

|:| Withheld pending agency advice

Date mask applied.. 1.

Signature... .,

{ oF
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

OF AUSTRALIA

e e e

S—

oy

QLS hkhot

:eEomeq aied 10 /g_g/__/c}n \:loquwaAs jouod LT / Lbﬁ‘% :0U SaLIBS




.’IIFE1CI]EL]E=JFE.tJF S E T e S A FT B T TNV IED £ O I G T TC CORT

3thb oor

COMMONWEALTE OF AUSTRALIA
DEPARTMENT OF TREANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

MELBOUERENE FIELD OFFICK

Talephone: (03) 6621833
108 Lonwdale Sc 24 Bour: (03] E637D19%
Welbsurme VIC er 008 011 034
Fax 1+ (03) 6821912
Foscal Address: P D Box 1
A'Backetrt Btreec

[37

Melbournas VIC 3000

In reply quate:

T s L VI T, B IVMIED S S A CcE E
FPLEASE DELIVER THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE TO

NAME PEwmnsE DA S LiESH
DESIGNATION

ORGANISATION i_ SowuTHlow—r Pla1S((nusr Posr )
ADDRESS

THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS BEING SENT FROM:

FAX No. m (03) 662 1952
NAME = B r—0REe tuATSom
DESICGNATION Sr—r w2

BUREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION
MELBOURNE FIELD OFFICE

DATE 2 [ oalsa

COMMENTS :_ THE Pulcic SEQAJCE 5 rme?F Mo A=y St o Arsp

Lamsc o . olfERA T D& |

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGEES INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET - &ﬁ

IF ¥YOU PO NOT RECEIVE ALL OF THE SHEETS, PLEASE ADVISE AS
SO0ON AS POSBSIBLE TO (03) S£62 1853 (Senior Clerk) .

{30,22686)FAX . LTR

TRANSMISSION REPORT

THIS DOCUMENT (REDUCED SAMPLE ABOVE)
WAS SENT

*% COUNT %%
® 4

¥k SEND sokxk

NO REMOTE STATION I.D. START TIME DURATION #PAGES COMMENT
1 61 3 3207410 27— 9-89 15:35 2'48" “
TOTAL 0:02'48" -

XEROX TELECOPIER 7020

R |



FRUUH DUN EDIT VIC, 09,27,1989 {2153 M, ¢ 7,

P sa IR
Southdown Press

Head Office; Also at:

32 Walsh Street, Meibeurne 3000. Phane 320 7000. SYDNEY Advertising: 124 Walker St., Nch Sydney, 2060, Fax: (02) 929 4324
GPQ Box 1292K, 3001. SYDNEY Editorial: 3.24 Kippax St., Surry Hills, 2010. Fax: (02) 211 1965
Facsimile Nos: BRISBANE Editorial: 8 McLachian St., Fortitude Valley, 4006. Fax: (07) 252 1051
General: (03] 3207019 ADELAIDE Editorial: 6t Floor, Adverticer Buildi
Advertising: (03) 320 7320 121 King William St. Adea'& 5000 Fax: ((8) 212 2527
Editorial: {03) 220 74104~

Cireulation: {03) 320 7210 |

pate.. 31920

0. R ANDREW,  WATSoN BNy, = = b v T

comPany ... BRREMN.  OF . MR, SOFET INVESTASTANL.

"JE‘Qr IREMNREORT PNDCIJ*'WM\MUA\\C»,J
FROM QEMMEDF!L%LWNhUTQ!‘u*;:t'PfNFQ‘:T‘
NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER'Q

s D G areed® 50/ .,
e AT LR R SRR R e
BT | WS iy T ST SRR
iiFel ro_,.m,& umJJ G,Q Macatier ﬂ-’-
._,uﬂm fJ.«.n.uﬂ &v

ADMsk }loi“lat!onw:ielimés;tyumd cordd ret 0.»-!.
Ncorparated in mqt— t '




FRDWH DUN EDIT VIC, 09,27,198% 12153 M. 8 2

{3y
-

42 Waish Street, West Melboume. Phone: (08) 320 7000. Fax: (03) 320 7410, GPO Box 501H. Melbourne, Vie. 3001,

27.9.89.

Dear Andrew,
I am writing a story for Australasian Fost magazine
on the disappearance of pilet Frederick Valsntich over Bass
Strait on the nizht of QOctober 21, 1978,
I wish to request a public releesme document oonteining details
of the flight, subsequent investigaticns and the conclusions reached
by the Bureau of Air Safety Investigation.

I would appreciate this document being forwarded to me at
the above address. as soon 28 possible,
Thanking youn for your help,

sincerely

Denise Dalgliesh, Y

A Dwision of Nationwide News Ply Limited,
Incorporated in A.C.T )
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Contact: 13 1p
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RAN Research Laboratory

New Beach Road, Edgecliff, New South Wales
P.O. Box 706 Darlinghurst N.SW. 2010
RECENEDB Telegrams : RAN RL. Telex : 27142
24 0CT 88 ' | DNAFT No: 8-23-3940. Vocadex : (02) 32 9254
BA%IRNE “ ! Telephone : (02) 32 2211 or 32 9251
MELBO

o —
’/ | OLIO
14 Oct 83 |
{RCD 2 10CT 1983
The Superintendent i i
Bureau of Air Safety Investigation é
Box 1733P, GPO FILE i
SR BONERE ST 300% o™ 0 T T L e T ARSI AR
Dear Sir,
— 8150 Sfrle

DRIFT OF MARINE WRECKAGE -

I refer to your letter V116/783/1047 dated 6 July 1983
where you discuss aircraft parts washed ashore on Flinders Island.
Examlnatlon of our records of near bottom currents at the Kingfish B
site (38 36'S, 148011 E) showed unusually large currents on Julian
day 81, 1983 (that resulted from a storm) and again on Julian day 96.
The bottom currents on day 96 exceeded 0.5m/s when the flow was in an
easterly direction (to the east). Such large currents constitute an
unusual event. Our results are stored as 17 minutes averages and only
2 in 1000 exceed 0.5m/s. »

Thus it would seem reasonable to speculate that the storm on
day 96 induced large: bottom currents over much of eastern Bass Strait
and moved your aircraft parts towards Flinders Island. More usual
currents could then have completed the process of washing the components
ashore.

If I can be of any further assistance please feel free to
contact me on (02) 322211,

Yours faithfully,

L.«/(- VA%/W 4” ‘}“je""ﬁ ¢~ OR, (IAN JONES)

Ocean Sciences Division

4 M k"" RAN Research Laboratory
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VES

V116/783/1047

IR I.S.F, JONES - 6 JUL 1083

R.A.N, RESEARCH LABORATORY Ag
P.0, BOX 706
DARLINGHURST NSW 2010 BA4C.

Recently a piece of an aircraft was found washed ashore on the
west coast of Flinders Island (Tas)., It was found on the beach at Parry's Bay,
opposite the northern end of Flindews Island Aerodrome. The date of finding
was 15 May 1983, and there is reason to believe the piece had not been on the
beach more than a few days.

The part has been identified as having come from a Cessna 182
aireraft between a certain range of serial mumbers, The part is an engine
cowl flap, for the eontrol of airflow over the engine. It is 300mm long by
210mm wide, and 40mm at its deepest point, It had two side panels when first
found, The piece was once white (aerylic paint), and is made of aluminium
composition, now greatly eroded. The operating bolt, of steel, while heavily
corroded, appears to have failed on impact or in flight (i.e. not by corrosion).

A Cessna 182 aireraft on a flight from Moorabbin to King Island last
reported position at Cape Otway, Victoria, at 1900 hours EST on 21 October 1978.
The serial mumber of this airecraft falls within the range of serial numbers
applicable to the part found.

From previous lmowledge of aireraft parts "walking" across the floor
of tidal lakes and rivers, it is wondered if such a piece as described could
travel from an area between Cape Otway and the northern tip of King Island, or
from a position near the described area, under the influence of ocean currents,

While it is not unknown for the cowl flap to separate from the aireraft
in flight, to our lknowledge there have been no recent cases in the Victoria/
Tasmania area, and no wreckage of aireraft have been dumped at sea
knowledge, nor are other Cessna aireraft missing in the waters of Bass Strait.

Any information you could pass concerning the likelihood of this
particular item being able to "travel", over a period of close to 5 years,
would be a step toward solving the mystery of the disappearance of this aircraft
and its sole occupant, and”aid to its location.,

Please do not hesitate to call to discuss the matter. Attached
please find a map showing the area of finding and two photographs of the item.
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CH's father, Guido .

FREDERICK VALENTI
of

.. so far, a fruitless search
Bass Strait for his son.

Smclalr ‘too ill
for Thai court’

William Charles Sinclair, 69, was “too old and too
ck” to return to Thailand and to hear the outcome of an ﬁmncnw 2t
appul agalmt him, a relative said today.
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‘"I'he cln't even go :or no physical eomﬂijgmons.

woman Mrs Lacoste
said_ J-nunry she

a wa “spokes'
di Lacoste

~‘ ww,m-mn-mg

Thailand'’s Sug. reme
Court last ni ued a
warrant for the arrest of

Sinclair after he failed to

appear before the court'
}o face the appeal decis-

court also

forfeited.

“Sinclalr, a former Syd-

By BILL HITCHINGS

‘A group of Melbourne business-
men say they are only weeks away
from finding the wreckage of the
mysterious Valentich plane.

They say it is among four light
planes lying in a boomerang pattern
on the ocean bed just'off Cape Otway.

|
“Remarkably, they are |
all within a relatively l

sl;lgrt ”disttmﬁce o(‘ r:ac;h M
other, e up's
elbourne
o i
misses

spokesman, Mr Ron
Cameron, said today.
“A strong swimmer
could swim over the spots
where all four of them are
Mg Ctlnﬂ11:;on,°:!n inde- [
penden producer, of i
Springvale, and the others wuter !
plan a salvage operation i
enﬂy next year.
The raising of the
planes — particularly the 'ur et
one they believe belonged
E;) l}')ﬂot wlP;'edferlck VnIen}
ch — It o i
iocumJ entary ¥ A.A.: 1bourne |;a| i
apanese television mig its target for !
neing ot leeat ed i water consumption.

4 lxen. operation. and A Board O"d wgé“
kesman  sai 2y

“It will be costly, but t Melbourne used 1126
we are convinced it will megalitres yesterday —

worthwhﬂo d very
!‘eveuling. G
sald.
He said the mem-
. bers of the n:?p“ wanted

26 above the target.

The Board booked 143
water cheats.

This brings the total
number of people beuexg

Mr Cameron

to remain anonymous for investigated for
:he time being. breaches of restrictions to
And, he 1404, &

‘not exac A Board spokesman

beﬂmm peopl'en ‘frere usllml
g cau or n;

hoses ont:ﬁe mitg-
ted hours and e were

r ,Sinclair, who al-. - Mr Cami 7 pm. and 8 ;
3 protested - meron said the 7 BiCiag? and vatering
e, was later found not ~had heen ftold of their cans may any
»i.f,rom 3 Th::‘l 4 Dimusj - ""““" & : mises.:
sn dn May. ek hd&omm.m Frederice | B¢ all to 1 h&nd‘
e " prosecution. 8P~ Valentich's father, Guido, held hoses"fr .-nﬂ'to’
1e, relative said Mr Mr Valentich has tra- Mell e hat
lér" condition was ‘ velled fm%hh Avondale mom!hﬁtﬁm Serty
R Heights Cape :Dd d showers to-
guy’s 70, next Otway dv r nneg ay  but ‘tﬁe ~; Board
¥y, he’s bad a heart his 20 yeu'—ol son Spok: an sai is was
-and a stroke all ? on October '.'t. unl to e any
18 past five years, he's 1978, aiffs e ce. ? v

3 deaf and he’'s just
: four years in a Thai
g™ he said

FAILED

ter Mr Sinclair failed
ppear at the appeal
o

Mr Valentich and his
family believe Frederick
was attacked and captur-
%d oby alien beings in a

_ Between 7.06 p.m. and
712 p.m. young Frederick
Valentich spark
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ter Mr Sinclair failed
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ing the judge said a
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Thai Embassy in
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1stralia.
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dng the arrest be-
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ition of fleeing” from
i Justice.

t* the relative, who
today to be nam-
Sinclair was not
jed about the threat

adition.
al procedures
seem to rule out

‘ever being extra=
he said.

while a book writ=-
Sinclalr, "Klngdom
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Australian law
ent officers on
e was certain was
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. in, Brmsh cmes.

t sides of the =
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Mr Valentich has tra-

-velled fri his Avondlle

Ofighu « to

W sin
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Mr Valentich and his
family believe Frederick
was attacked and captur-
ed by alien beings in a
UFO.

Between 7.06 pm. and
7.12 p.m, youni P‘redenck
Valentich sparked one of
the world’s greatest avi-
ation mysteries with a
short radio messnge just
before he vanished.

He told of strange met-
allic objects hoverini
over him, orbiting an
following him.

Qutside official Gov-
ernment investigators, Mr
Valentich is the only per-
son to have been allowed
to listen to that message.

PILOT

‘The Depnrlmem of
Transoort and SA
officials have 1nvestlzated
the disappearance.

The report says the
young pilot’s blue and
white  single - engined
Cegsna crashed and sank
somewhere in Bass Strait.

Mr Cameron said de~
tailed charts were now
being drawa up by a local
seaman who said he had

_ seen the planes,
claims ‘he was-

The seaman would navi.
gate the boat to be used
for thne salvage operatiom:

“We don't know yet
exactly how deep the
planes are in the water,
but I understand we will
have to use a diving bell,”
Mr Cameron said.

He sald he also had
seen photographs said to
have been taken of the
planes.

They were now in
America.

One, according to the
man said to have taken
them, had the same
markings and color of
the Valentich Cessna.

The doors were said to
‘be closed, and no body
could be seen inside the

cockpit.

murder

From BOB MacDONALD

NEW YORK, Wed.
— Convicted hit-man
Charles Harrelson
was found guilty to-
day of the murder of
“Maximum John.”

“Maximum John"” was
Texan Judge John Wood,
who earned the nickname
for his record of tough
sentences in drug cases.

A jury . agreed that
Harrelson took $250,000
to " shoot the ' judge for
gambler Jimmy Cha, ra
who was facing trial
fore Judge Wood on omg
charges.

Harrelson, 44, who al-
legediy boasted that he
“never Kkilled a person|
who was undeserving of |
it,” showed ne emotion at
the verdict which could
carry two life sentences.

He plans to appeal and
told reporters: “This is
Jjust a necessary step in
the progressipn of things.”

WIFE

His wife, Jo Ann Star
41, and Chn'ras wlfe.
Elizabeth, 28, were found
gullty of cunspiracy
¥ sgn.. , already ser-
v}?g ‘yurs for drug
olffences faces a separate
trial for the murder,

His brother, Joseph, 39,
a lawyer who mostly rep-
.resented defendants in big
drug cases, had previous-

e shooting of
Wood on May 29, 1979,

was the first murder af o

|
|
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V116/823/1047

NOTE FOR FILE

Mr Guido Valentich (GMH, Tel. 647 2343) telephoned 0900 15/12/82
to advise that a Mr Ronald Cameron a freelance cameramen, of 7 Roulston Court,
Noble Park telephone 795 0538, had spoken to him,.

2 The subject was the identification and raising of C182 VH-DSJ, in

which Mr Valentich's son went missing in October 1978. The cameraman claimed

to Mr Valentich "they" had pinpointed three aircraft wrecks "in the area"

- presumably between Cape Otway and King Island - about 5 miles apart, "They"
intended to identify which aircraft was DSJ and to raise it, having obtained a
salvage licence, as all the aircraft were a "certain distance away from the coast",

3 Apparently a story will appear in the Herald tonight or tomorrow night
containing speculation that the aircraft had $300,000 on board., Possibly the idea
of the article was to obtain sponsorship for the lifting project.

4 Mr Valentich was concerned that the stories might be too distorted and
cause him concern,

5 He claimed he wanted to know the true cause of the accident.,

6 I advised Mr Valentich I would "think" on the matter and call him in a
day or so. — Pow pm waﬂy/m,

il Central OfficeiiWoodward)and R.D, advised of reports.

DA.2529




JCS:JDV
12/5/82

V116/783 /1047

[ DESP™TIED |

|

— y |

41982 |
I'Froceoore B
Dear Sir, L

Attached please find an Airveraft Accident Investigation Summary
Report covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aireraft VH=-DSJ, which
was being operated by your company on the night of the disappearance,

Aapernormlprooedu:o,acopyofthcrepoﬂhasbmgivmto
the owner of the aireraft, the Coroner, and to the next of kin of the pilot.
Yours faithfully,

i ek

for DIRECTCR

THE MANAGER

SOUTHERN AIR SERVICES
HORTHERN AVENUE

MOORABBIN AIRPORT VIC 3192
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DESD"TAMED
DATE DESPATCHED
1 A( i"{l‘uh\\{ 1‘982wﬂ
Dear Sir, PROCEDURE {)/M
Please find attached an Aireraft Accident Investigation Summary
Report covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aireraft VH-DSJ s When
piloted by lMr Frederick Valentich, on the night of 21 October 1976.
As per normal procedure, a copy of the report has been given to
the aireraft owner, and operator, and to the father of the missing pilot.

Yours faithfully,

or DIRECE{EP"""“

THE CORONER

CORONER'S COURT
FLINDERS LANE EXTENSION
MELBOURNE VIC 3000




V116/783/1047

Deaxr Dr Day,

JCS:JDV
12/5/82
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| Y 1982
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PROCEDURE () \\

Please find attached an Aireraft Accident Investigation Summary
Report, touching on the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aireraft VH-DSJ, of
which you were the registered owner at the time of the disappearance,

Copies of the report are being made available to the operator,
the Coroner, and the father of the pilot, as per normal procedure,

DR C, DAY
53 RESERVE ROAD
BEAUMARIS VIC 3193

Yours faithfully,

of o

for DIRECTOR
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A Sisere,
AdsC,

Dear Mr Valentich,

| Please find attached an Aireraft Accident Investigation Summary
Report, covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L airoraft, VH-DSJ which
your son was piloting at the time,

| Copies of the report are being made available to the operator,
' the owner of the aireraft, and to the Coroner, as per normal procedure.

Yours faithfully,

b

for DIRECTOR

AVONDALE HEIGHTS VIC 3034
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Ref M116/783/1047 e

Director, Vic-Tas Region

ACCIDENT INVOLVING MISSING AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ
ON 21 OCTOBER 1978

Arising from the investigation of this occurrence,
an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report has
been produced and approved for release. Copies of the
Summary Report are attached and should be provided to
the aircraft owner, the operator, the father of the

missing pilot and the Coroner.

(J.C. Hopkins)
for Assistant Secretary
(Air Safety Investigation)
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@ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT i s
12/ AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/783/1047
Publication of this report is outhorised by the Secretary under the provisions of Air Navigetion Regulations 283 (1)

1. _LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

Height a.m.0.l. Date Time (Local) Zone

Not known - 21,10,78 Not known EST
2. THE AIRCRAFT

Moks and Model Registration Certificate of Airworthiness

Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Cenificate of Registration issved to Operator Degree of damage 1o aircraft
if . Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known

33 Reserve Road, : Northern Avenue, Other property demaged
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria ::

Dafects discovered

3. THE FLIGHT

Lost or intended departure point Time of deporture Next point of intended landing Purpose of flight Closs of cperation
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW
Name Srotus Age Class of licence Hours on type Total hours Degree of injury
- - Not 150
Frederick VALENTICH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal
known |(Approx.)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All passengers and persons injured on ground)

Name Status Degres of injury Name Sratus Degree of injury .

ke

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC), On the afternoon of 21 Oetober 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return, The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island, The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes, The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island, He advised the briefing officer

and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him, :

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours, After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU).

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours. The following communications bet ween the aircraftand Melbourne FSU were recorded
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations.)

TIME FROM TEXT
1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand ;
:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic
:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand




/o€ B

6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

ﬁ'

TIME FROM TEXT
:46 FSU D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:32 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over
over me at least a thousand feet above
143 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vicinity
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
:28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:42 // open microphone for two seconds //
49 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify
1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
ik FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
:14 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
:28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone
for two seconds //
146 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne
1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH=-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm
doing right now ia orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside
143 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET




JOB C
_ s.l RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)
TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
:14 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
=17 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest
:37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
152 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)
1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is

hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

122 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
149 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft,

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds, The end of dayli ght at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours,

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined,

te
Approved for Da

puheation u”w 2 (A. R. WDOdWEI.L‘d) 27.4,1982

Delegate of the Secretary
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v116/783/1047

MR, J. WEST PH.D ., : O.(Mﬂ_;

93 WARRY STREET s
FORT VALLEY QLD, 4006

Dear lMr. Vest,

I refer to your letter of 25 December 1981 concerning the accident
to Cessna 182 aircraft VH-DSJ, on 21 October 1978,

It is confirmed that this Department is conducting an investigation
into the accident under the provisions of the Air Navigation Regulations.
The fundamental objective of our accident investigation activity is the
prevention of accidents in the future. It is not the purpose of this
activity to determine or apportion blame or liability, nor are the investigations
conducted with a view to the needs of potential litigants or other parties
having interests outside the accident prevention objective., It is considered
that the interests of parties concerned with matters other them accident
prevention can be adequately served by their normal ability to obtain access
to witnesses and by consultation with expert opinion available outside the
Department.

Nevertheless, it is our practice, at the conclusion of the
investigation of a significant accident or where an investigation brings to
light infornation considered to have safety education value, to produce an
Adireraft Accident Investigation Swumary Report and meke copies available to
relevant parties. The decision #s to whether or not a summary report will
be produced cannot be made until the investigation is completed but, at
this stage, the lmown circumstances of the accident to VH=DSJ suggest that
production of such a report, and relesse of copies to parties having direct
concern with the accident, is likely.

Because it is necessary to ensure that the technical investigation
is in sufficient depth to satisfy the accident prevention objective, and
because of the competing demands of subsequent investigations which cannot
wait upon completion of work already in hand, it is not unusual for our
investigations to be extended over what may appear to be a considerable
period of time. The investigation into the accident to VH=-DSJ has not yet
been completed and, at this stage, it is not possible to estimate & conpletion
date with any degree of certainty.

oo/
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However, please be advised that it is not Departmental policy
to release transeripts of communications between aircraft and ground
stations.

Please also note there is no unofficial explanation of what
happened to the aireraft. The kmown facts will be included in the report
if the decision is made to release one.

Yours sincerely,

eh Wi L & ‘“ v
- SANDERCOCK —

fo:r DIRECTOR
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The Flight Control Officer, " John West Ph.D
Tullamarine Airport, 93,Warry St,
Victaria, Fort Vvalley,
Brisbane,.qQld,
4006, St e
i 25.,12.81
(07)52208
Re Frederick Valentich T AN 82

Dear Sir,

I am compiling a report on the above named pilot,who as you
will be aware disappeared on a routine flight between Melbourne
and King Island in Oct 1978,

Your co-cperation insofar as I would appreciate an official
transcript copy of the conversation which occured during that
particular flight,between Melbourme flight control and
Valentich,

I would also appreciate the official and perhaps um-official
explanation of what did happen to Valentich on that particular
flight,as was observed by flight controllers on that evening in
question,

In anticipation of your co-operation I am respectively,

Yours-=Faithfully,

John West,Ex-Director Unidentified Flying

INLCESTIGAT IOV




AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION MINUTE ‘05
To From Regional reference Registry use only
As(s1) Duy VeTeRe V116/783/1047

Subject

Date of despatch
MISSING AIRCRAFT : CESSNA 182L, VHeDSJ, 21 OCTOBER 1978

2 0 OCT 1981

Attached is the report on the investigation of this occurrence

2. Matters arising — The pilot's unusual description of events surrounding his flight was
eagerly accepted by the local news media and inaccurate and grossly amplifisd veports
were distributed by news outlets around the world. Iis immediate family were subjected
to unhealthy pressuves from the media and unserupulous charlatans and it is most
Mkob.knogthnthom-htedthepihumtmpmonnmbleuMIW

Se The Region does not intend to take any further aection in this matter unless
positive factual evidence is obtained,

1.5, SMITH
19 /10 /191 for Director

NOTE: Matters arising should include Regional comments on at least the following — (a) action taken or intended by
the Regional Office; (b) recommendations for consideration in Central Office; and (c) matters on which the
parties involved have or will be informed.

D.o.T. 1625 (Rev. 8/77)




Commonwealth of Australia AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION Rofermnics e “"!l

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SUMMARY REPORT v116/783/1
1. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT.
Height a.m.s.1. (ft) Date Time (Local) Zone
liot lmown 1/A 21.,10.78 ’

2. THE AIRCRAFT

Make and Model Registration Certiticate ]"HIH“

m 18% ﬁnwm‘::ﬁness 14 I‘. 1968
Certificate of Registration issued to (name and oddress) Operator (name and address) 3 Degree of domage to aircraft
" Southern Air Services, I

55 Rm M‘ Rm Am’ Other property domoged
BEAUMARIS, VIC, 3193 Moorabbin Afwport, MRNTOIR. | i

Defects discovered

Adreraft not located,

3. THE FLIGHT

Last or intended departure point Time of departure Next point of intended landing Purpose of flight Ciass of operation

lHoorabbin Airport 1819 King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW
Name Status Age Class of licence Hours on type | Total hours Degree of injury
Froderick VALINTICH |  Pilot 20 | Private |Vt | RS R i
known 150 sing
5. OTHER PERSONS (all passengets and persons injured on ground)
Name Status Degree of injury Name Status Degree of injury

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

At 1725 hours on 21 October 1978 the pilot of Vii=dSJ lodged a flight plan at lMoorabbin
Briefing Office for a Private liight VIiC flight, below 5000 feet, tc King Island via Cape
Otway and return loorabbin, Aerodrome lighting at King Island was not requested, The
aireraft wes refuelled to capasity and departed lMoorabbin at 1819 hours, At 1900:29 the
pilot reported at Cape Otway to Melbourme Flight Service, At 1906314 hours the pilot asked
Helbourne Flight Service of known traffie, There was none, The pilot ihen described the
manoeuvres of another aireraft or object in and about his immediatelyieinity wntil 1912:28
hours when transmissions from Vil=DSJ ceased, lo further commmications were received from
the aireraft, The Distress Phase was declared at 1933 hours when VH-DSJ failed to arwive
at King Island and an extensive air, sea and ground search was immediately initiaced, The
seareh action was terminated at 1900 hours on 25 October 1970, when 81l divers. efforts
failed to locate any wreckage or information of the wheveabouts of the eirewaft end
oceupant,

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

llot determined - aircraft missing,

D.o.T. 149A (Rev. B/77)
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA

File

—

Vv

16/763/1047

Page

AIRCRAFT HISTORY

'S

Maint, Release Issued

20,10,78

Current Until

19.10.79

Was it Valid et time
of Accident?

(] Yes ONe

If no, State reason

Engine Make and Model

Continental O=470R

Propeller/Rotor Make and Model

leCauley C/S

2A34c661

Operating Time (hrs) Maior Defect
Defective C t Type of Inspactio jor e
SR RS amPonon Totel Since Overhaul [Since Inspection) iy i i Report No.
AIRCRAFT DAMAGE - List the principal compenents which were domaged in or as a result of the accident :
describe the mode of domage and indicate degree and cause of damage to each component by inserting /rf s
I (impact) F (fire) or O (other) in appropriate R.H. Column. |IF REPAIRABLE, WHAT IS ESTIMATE OF COST?
c Mode of D Destroyed b Mino
omponent ode o amage roye Sntial nor

COLLISION ACCIDENT (other aircraft details)

Registration

Make and model

Owner

Damage to Aircraft

AIRCRAFT CONTROLS AND EQUIPMENT

g : Other
L . Type EWheels DFloals D Skids DAlﬂphlblous (describa)
anding Gear . ’
Selectar Position Indicator Position
Position E Fixed DUP D Down D Transit
Amount Symmetrical Selector Position Indicator Position
w.'rlg' Flaps D Up E] Down D Ning D No
Amount Indicator Position
Rudder G Fixed D Neutral D Left E:] Right
Amount Indicator Position
Trim Tabs Elevator D Fixed D Neutral D Up D Down
Amount Indicator Position
Aller Fi Up Down
ileron D ixed DNeurrul (P or$) (P or )

Fuel Selector Positions

Port Engine

Centre Engine

Starboard Engine

Recording Tachometer

hours

ANO 20.18
Equipmenr

Instruments

Electrical

] #r
[J Limited 1FR

Be] Night vie

[ ver

D Unknown

I:I IFR

D Limited IFR

Night VMC

G VFR

D Unknown

Other significant positions or recordings

Do.T. - 149D (Rev. 8/77)
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AIRCRAFT DATA
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Cont'd)

File

16/783/1047

Page

2

FORWARD FUSELAGE LONGITUDI

NAL DEFORMATION

NOTE: If tuselage is substantially intact however deformed, select the point on it now furthest forward, describe it and measure the distance aleng or
parallel to the normal longitudinal axis of the aircraft from this point te the front of the pilot's seat when fully forward.

Description of Point (this may alsc be indicated in photographs at Section 10)

Distance
.
(mm)
Remarks.
11, FLIGHT CREW DATA
PILOT-IN-COMMAND Nationality Licence No. and type

(Surname and initials)

Australien

e —

145103

PPL

Date licence expires
ﬁ Jamaxy 1979

VALENTICH, P,

Occupation

Shop Assistant

Date of birth

9 June 1958

Licence endorsed for this aircraft

x] Yyes [~

Aeroplane 1st Class Class | Class 3 Class § None
INSTRUMENT RATING Rotorcraft 2nd Class Class 2 Closs 4 b 4 Unknown
INSTRUCTOR RATING A B C None Unknown
AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Class 2 None Unknown
PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) Total Lodtia b E ey 00 divs SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours

or unknown against any significant items)

Fixed Wing [j_u excess aof 150 hul,:l) U/x Agricultural Instrument

Rotary Wing Instruction Night fiying

This type of aircraft U’x u,x UIK Gliding Simulator
LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) Testing Command

bate 8 May 1978
Tvee Fop issue Class 4
rating.

|:| Unknown DNM relevant

nil,

Demonstration

Was pilot wearing corrective
spectacles at time of accident?

vl e

CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED Front x Rear Left x Right Unknown
DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE| Elevater Aileron Rudder Throttle Steering Brokes
OTHER PILOT Nationality Licence No. and type Date licence expires
(Surname and initials)
Occupation Date of birth Licence endorsed for this aircraft
Aeroplane 1st Class Class 1 Class 3 Closs 5 None
INSTRUMENT RATING Rotorcraft 2nd ATP Closs 2 Closs 4 Unknown
INSTRUCTOR RATING A B o None Unknown
AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Class 2 None Unknown
SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours
PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) Total Lost two years Last 90 days or unknown against any significant items)
Fixed Wing Agricultural Instrument
Rotary Wing Instruction Night flying
This type of aircraft Gliding Simulator
LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) Testing Command
Date
T Demonstration
Was pilot wearing corrective
|:| Unknawn :] Not relevant spectacles at time of accident? D Yes I:I No
CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED Front Rear Left Right Unknown
DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE Elevator Aileron Rudder Throttle Steering Brakes

D.o.T. 149F (Rev. 8/77)
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VIP NARCO CCM11A, HF REXITR-5D

ADF ARC 5214

File Page
12. FLIGHT DATA v{16/783/1047 6
FLIGHT PLAN
Lodged at Time (hrs) Was approval required Was approval obtained
D None lioorabbin 172, Yes [;j No =] e [l no
tIpe 1o Via Cape Otway and NGT
Hoorabbin loorabbin King Island [Jwer [ VMC [] ver
EET (Mins) - Endurance (Mins) Cons. rate Height (ft) D OGN
Al
D050
SARTIME (hrs) To 1bourne Facility
1930 F1ighs Sexvice
Com. Frequencies Radio-Nav.

Emergency equipment (describe)

Pour life jackets

13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA

METEOROLOGICAL BRIEFING (attach copy of forecast if relevant)

Other (describe)

D None
g In person
D By telephone

Route forecast

m Terminal forecast

m Area forecast

f Source of met. information

lioorabbin Briefing
Office

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS AT ACCIDENT SITE Aceident site not lkmowm, PRt
Cloud amount/type Base a.m.s.l. Visibility D Day D Night Wind velocity Temperature
kilometres
[___l Dawn D Dusk G
14. LOAD DATA
AIRCRAFT WEIGHT (kg) AIRCRAFT CENTRE OF GRAVITY
Take off Landing Datum
S0 fivewall (S 0.0)
‘e | e Front foce of on 04
" b Weight (kg) How established Forward Aft
ircraft basic weight " m 0‘
(includes empty weight, oil LIMITS [:> ‘7ﬁ
and removable equipment) m ; nt. lManual tun
Flight crew (No...P11o%. ... ) 54., W 1 Position at |ast take off E Unknown
Passengers (No....... % ... ) Position at accident [il Unknown
Baggege (Pieces NO%_ lanowm,) AGRICULTURAL HOPPER LOAD
Freight (Pieces JlO%. knowm,) Contents (describe)
or Hopper contents
Fuel (litres) ... 3W8......) 222,6 Flt, lVanual
Load at impact (kg)
l:l Weighed D Estimated
Weight at last take off 1052.1 mm D Reported [:!
: Discharge valve position
Fuel/Load deductions
o A t Dump effected Ii yes, amount (%)

Weight at accident E: i I:] No

/A

LOADING CONTROL fdescribe briefly unsatisfactory features of loading control such as miscalculations, inadequate load security, improperly
consigned dangerous goods etc.)

D.o.T. 149G (Rev. 8/77)
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17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS V116/783/1047 7

NARRATIVE (give a concise chronological account of the sequence of events)

A% 1723 hours on 21 October 1978, lir, Frederick Valentich lodged a flight

‘ plan at Moorabbin Briefing Office, for a Private Night VIIC fligh%, in Vi=DSJ, to
King Islend via Cape Otway and return to Moorabbin, at altitudes below 5000 feet.
BTD loorabbin was specified as 1745 hours with estimated time intervals of 41
mimites to Cape Otway and 28 mimutes to King Island, Fuel endurance wes shown at
300 minutes, He discussed the weather forecasis with the lMoorabbin Briefing Officex,
but he did not make any request for aerodrome lighting to be switched on for his

., axrival at King Islend, It was established that King Igland Flight Service Unit
had elosed, therefore it would be necessary to cancel SAL to lelbourne Flight Service
by telephone on arrival, He told the Briefing Officer he was going to King Island
to piek up passengers, he was not certain of how many, but would telephone lelbourne
Flight Sexrvice with his BTD King Island and details of passengers and SAR wateh before |
leaving King Island,

At 1810 hours the aireraft was refuelled to capacity. The pilot did not
leave the aireraft during refuelling and the aiveraft departed lMoorabbin at 1619
hours, Two-way radio commmications were then established with Melbourne Flight
Service who were responsible for maintaining a communications and SAR wateh on the
. aireraft during the course of its flight,.

: At 1900:29 hours the pilot of Vi-DSJ reported position as Cape Otway and at
1906314 hours the pilot asked Melbourme Flight Serviee for lmown traffic below 5000
feet, He was told there was no kmown traffiec. The pilot then proceeded to describe
in detail the verious manceuvres ofapparently another aireraft ox flying device
operating in elose vieinity to his wireraft. During the course of his description
he stated his altitude to be 4500 feet and at 1911:52 hours he reported that the
engine of VHeDSJ was yrunning rough but he intended to continue to King Island.
lelbourne Flight Service deelswed the Alert Phase and initiated astion to recall a
King Island Flight Sexvice officer to duty and activate King Island Airport
Emergency Procedures.

| At 1912:28 houra commmications from VHeDSJ ceased abruptly and no further
| commnications were received, The Distirvess Fhase was declared at 1933 hours when
| the aiveraft failed to arvive at King Islend and en extensive ground sea end air
\ search was immediately initiated, The search action was terminated at 1900 hours ;
. on 25 October 1978, after divers and widespread search efforts failed to locate any |
‘ wreckage or information of the whereabouts of the aireralt and its occupant. ‘

D.o.T. 149K (Rev.8/77) 17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS



i8. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE V|:i£/735/1047 Flage Q

JUSTIFICATION (sque ccr_lcisefy the reasons underlying the opinions described in Section 7 of this report, and indicate why this
opinion is preferred to the possible alternatives.)

The available evidence indicates that the pilot, Frederick Valentich was
rapidly rumning out of time, Ile had told his family, girlfriend and associates,
that he only had one subject left to pass to gain his Commercial Pilot licence and
he was currently going to instructional classes twice a week to study that subject.
Hiis father was assisting him finaneially to obtain his commercial licence,

Thommuofthegrcmﬂtminingorganinaﬂmhamattmungmmt
established,

On two occasions he sat for and failed all five CFL subjects and during
July 1978, sat for three CPL subjects and failed them,

lie had penetrated Sydney Control Zone during & flight in July 1976, and
justpwiortothiaﬂi@tlnhadmlwdaoomulnnsletmtxcnthnnw
South Wales Regicn.

Prior to this flight, Valentich had made lmown his intention %o fly to
King Islend for some time and it was generally believed by his family, girlfriend
mdlmimdiahuquaintmuthatth-mouofﬁmﬂishtmtobrinsbaok
crayfish,

However, he told the Uperator end the Moorabbin Briefing Officer that the
purpose of the flight was to bring back passengers. There was no evidence of any
passengers at King Islond waiting for him to piek wp, Nor did he have any orders
for erayfish other than one crayfish, from a member of the Air Training Corps.
He did not order erayfish from King Island prior to the flight and as it happened
at that time, no ereyfish were available at Kin: Island,

He told his girlfriend he would meet her at 1930 hours, s tiie he could not
possibly keep. He told his father he would be home after retuxn from King Island,

ile did not request aerodreme lighting at King Island for his arrival, but
he was awore that King Island Flight Service Unit had closed, It seens posaible
thnthomwnothwohndwmmuonofmtoxmglnmd.

. lHis girlfriend has stated that he perspired profusely and his voice
changed in any vmexpected or out of the ordinaxy situation.

It wes particularly noticed while monitoring the recorded sommmunications
containing his detailed desoription of the other vehicles' manoceuvres that his
voice remained 'matter of fact' and completely normal,

If it had been the pilot's intention to disappear, a number of directions
of travel were open %o him to maintain commmications for the period he did while
opereting below 5000 feet, (See VIF Coverage Chart, Page ).

However, it is unlikely that such a document would have been available to
him and his possible tracking directions would be limited to kmown coverage areas.

fied the flight proceeded as planned and the aireraft did evash into the
sea it is most probable that wreckage would have been sighted. The aircraft
disappeared without trace and no wreckage was located or information received
concerning the whereabouts of the aireraft and its occupant, It therefore is not
possible to determine the cause of the disappearance but it seems likely that the
airveraft did not crash in the sea between Cape Otway and King Island,

D.o.T. 149L (Rev. 8/77) 18. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE




Fil Page
19. ACCIDENT PREVENTION v116/783/1047 | ~ 0
(Describe the lessons to be learned from this accident.)
/A
20. ATTACHMENT CHECK LIST
E Witness statement (No...oivvrriraniveses ) :;: Flight plan ; ;j Dio.T. 461
m Investigator's notes (No.....cooevvvvnannnnnns ] E Meteorological reporg E:-T D.o.T, 462
E Trnnscr.pv of communications E‘I De.T: 225 D Auropsy report
Speciol report (describe) Other (describe)
Meteorological Analysis = R.l{, Stibbs Hadex Aspects = M.J. Harwood
Vater/0il Sample Analysis = ReA, Cummins, Humen Factors Aspects = Dr, B,J, lahony,
Department of Defence AP
21. PARTICIPATION IN THE INVESTIGATION
Name Affiliation _‘! Wreckage security provided by r./‘
1 i S
P.G’ Grm t’.@tw in g. E Nome of first investigator to reach site
SeGe Spinks Assisting Investigator in | N/A
AJG, Haxrris ) T
Charge as |
J.c. Wm mum. | Date/time of arrival (local)
I.5, Smith | /A
1
22. INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY
Name of officer responsible Signature 1 Designation Dote
1,5, SITTH | AsSeBeT, 12,10,81
I
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 't 1”;"]735/1047 "ml 0

FIISSING ATRCRAFT, Vi=DSJ, 21 OCTCBER 1978

it CLTL I

1. logan is in Air Training Corp so he kmows Valentieh,
2« Arrived briefing office at 5.15 aprroximately,

(a) weather emroute for I/VIC, lle didn't lmow much about 1/11C
requirements., e asked if scatiered SC at 3000 was (I,

(b) no request for lights, and

(e) going to pick up passengers and he didn't know how many, He
would ring ML with details of PUB and SAR EX K, I.

3« Valentich appeared to be in normal frame of nind,
4. I'IO -IJED K.I. Uo‘]m m 1HJ M 1‘:.1.

5« S/R to K,I, Hogan asked if X,I, was open. Since closed he told Valentich that

SAR would be to Il by phone, ;

6+ Did nothing about lights and didn't discuss lights with Valentiech, Valentich
did not mention lights,

Te After Valentich left, Hogan went for a drive around the tarmaec and thinks he
saw Valentich taxying Vi-/ID to Schutt's tarmac, Ie is not sure that it was
Valentich,

8. DPersonally he considers Valentich would be an average pilot and of average
maturity, Wasn't exceptional in any way.

9« Doemn't lknow wi:at his drinking and smoking habits were. llo close social
contact,

10, Ho mention of UFOs.

Folly GRAIAM
INVESTIGATOR

24,10,78

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V116/785/1047 11

Subject

MOORABBIN REFUELLING

Rang Tysons 90=6T09
Vii=DSJ was refuelled on 21.10,78 at 18.10 by Ron Tyson.

247 litres of 80/87
1 litre o0il
Filled to brim, Young chap as pilot did not get out of aireraft. lLeft
imediately - saw no more,

Jet fuel is kept in quarantine so it has to be unlocked, IHe used same
tanker to refuel many other aircraft in previous three hours so no chance of
incorrect fuel,

Cellalls
Book Aftexr the pilot obtainsg his licence he cammot leave
hi' m bmk a-t S.J-L.S.
ZPurpose of Told S.i.5, he was pieking up three passengers but
Flight they believe he was getting crayfish,
HeBse SeleSe do not allow crayfish to be carried
in their aircraft.
Heturn Flight lot sure but thinks same night probably so that no
one would see the crays.
Hayaids ADP
ViiP
P,

Py GRAHAM
DIVESTIGATOR

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'’S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE S0 AR L 19

Subject

MISSING AIRCRATT, Vil=DSJ s 21 OCTUBER 1978

) liotes of a econversation with the 0,I.C, King Island on 24,10,78 (Brian
Jones ),

He was on duty from 0800=1500 on Saturday.

A% 1500 he put through a elosing request to I FS, stating lights ocut
as no planned flights due and no request for lights.

He was pulled out of the golf elub by the 1ML SOC about 19,15 after the
aircraft had reported engine problems,

fle put th.o airfield lights on at 19,35.

At the same time his assistant, Graeme Suyth had just arrived to also
put the lights on for a departing Cessna 402 aircraft, Vii-iCT which had been held
up for passengers,

VH=ECT was then used for a quick search around the Island with Graeme
Smyth as an observer from 20,00 to 20,25, liothing sighted. Veather absolutely
cleay with unlimited visibility,

Vii=FDll arrived at about 1800 hours with a band and was due to depert about
0300 the next moyning., They have an agent who has a key for the lights,

Vi-FDll was used for a quick search at 1000 feet at 20,00 hours to 20,55
hours with Brian Jones as an observer, Could see the Cape Otway lights flashing
from the lighthouse as well as all the Island lights, Ixcellent visibility with
a clear sky, llo eloud and very starry, llany fishing boats around the Island had
their lights on and could be seen for miles,

The normal system foxr lights is for either the pilot or for Flight Service
to ring up beforehand and book them., There had been no request for lights,

T'as spoken to the cray fishermen and none were oxdered for that night.
Infactthaylmd.oldmtinthoaﬁmanﬂﬁ“mthmuwhﬁ.

The pilot had not booked inte the liotel,

They do not recognise the name of the pilot but the aircraft has been down
to Xing Island before,

AJGe HAREIS
DIVESTIGATOR

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Page

13

Subject

IRe CoPe DAY 3 KING ISLAND

24,10,78

/

liotes made following a phone discussion with lir, Cliff P, Day

a
1p farmer of King Island on 24.10,78 (004/62-14265.

- le is not cray fishing until next week,

- Last went eray fishing June '78,

LG, HARHIS
INVESTIGATCOR

« Cammot remember who he sells crays to and the name Valentich means nothing.

- lio phone call from Valentich ordering crays and if he had rung there were
no erays available fyrom him,

- TUmusual for one to expect crays at that time of night but if they had been
ordered there would be no problem,

D.O.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE File Poge

V1i16/763/1047 o

Subject

MR, Ko MeCRAWLEY

Kevin licCrawley,
less Officer,

ATC HG Mess 3283704
Home 458=1119

I spoke to lir, X, leCrawley on 24,10,78 eoncerning the report from
lir, G, Valentich, (father of the missing pilot), that his son was going to
King Island to pick up lobsters for the Mess., e told me that the less had
not ordered any erays, however, members may have made private arrangements
and he would cheek it out that night.

lir, HeCrawley phoned me today and stated that S/Ldr Grandy had ordered

a cray if Frederick did go to King Island but there had not been any other
firm orders,

1.5, SIITH
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE v 12'/785/10# s 15

-t

Subject

CONVERSATION WITH VINCE AILFONSO

Vince Alfonso flew VI-DSJ on Saturday 21,10,78. He works as LANE for Schuttis
(90-3033) «

Carried out a Daily Inspection before 6,00 a.m,
Vent on flight !B=French Is-¥E at 6,10 a.m.
Ajreraft performed OK,

There was a bit of a smell from heater but it disappeared after short time.
Considered normal,

(n wey bagk from French Island about 10 minutes from 1B a passenger pointed
out fuel venting from RIS,

After landing the cap was ocut of the tank and hanging on the chain, Ile
reported it to S.A.S, but didn't enter it on maintenance release. On

Sunday he was at S,A,S, discussing the incident and found out that the
cap had been repaired pricr to Valentich depaxrting,

Po GRAHAM
INVESTIGATOR

25.10,78

HOTE Don Sowman is cheeking to find out if cap had been repaired prior to

Valentich departing,

D.0.T. P2/1572
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Subject

PETER BARMETT : SBARCH AND RESCUE (10,36 HOURS, MONDAY 23 OCTOBER)

0il Slick Sample

= FPishing boat from Apollo Bay delayed.

= Will not be able to rendevouz with R.L.A.F, airveraft until after lunch,

« Will therefore not lmow if sample possible until later today.

AgGe HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.0.T. P2/1572
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Subject

CAPTAIN E.R, BARNES s 25,10,78

Bdwin Rober Barnes, Captain on G159 with Associated Airlines,
Algo ATC RAAF and therefore the econtact through Sqn Ldr, Grandy.
Instructed Fred in Nav and Aireraft Performance and recently 'IT,
lever flew with Fred,

Didn't drink muech,

MMMWMMWMMHﬁmaMM
incorrect runway,

Fred was quiet until he got to lmow you.

Impression = Fred would have had a healthy approach to flying
- no short cuts,

UF0's = never menticned,
Fred had mentioned his helicopter ride at Last Sale,
Monday 30,10,78 he is available, home ~ 3546944, work - 3792908,

Pe GRAIZAM
INVESTIGATCR

D.0.T. P2/1572
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT PoliorNO, i ar e A S %

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT

Central Off. No

20

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

13
LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION. CAPE OTHAY-KING ISLAND pate R21010,78 1688 Time . 9912

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking ... 0 0. et ciifissoeras) cantdrusSEoressaispinin

OWNERJOPERATOR. B eBa s

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):
. Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Beiale. Ajzriraf! Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo

FLIGHT: Last departure point......, OOF ot First point of intended landing KING ISLAND Fi¢. ...
When this report is submitted by a Departmenml officer, enter Fault RO A (I BDDUCEIB) ...t ionrieinyivss st tdedniaieines gab sdsiosbess
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

................................................................ NOAIEE) OPRSATIN MPRIMs oo

T amsymwwmm WOORIBSIN ON A PRIVATE TRAVEL PLIGRT %0 KIN ISLAND VIA

'm m THAT mg 2 0912 m PILOT u'ron- A ROUCH RUNNING MOTOR,
ALERT mmm._ THE m '!Hll m s nn'm REPORT THAT THE U,P.O0, HA&

,.m__nmmm mmmmmmm AT 0913 THE FS3
mnmammmmm:bﬁnwwmnusmmnnm

............................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

...................................................................

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, pim phu your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Dear Sir/Madam,

} VFo_r‘ future refereme |tkhns Dosn AlOCAtAd NO..........ovooecii s Hisiariarasaas

A ":d‘:.“i“. N e - " L T L L LTI T P PR TP g

W SRS yours faithfully

DOT 225 P : Bt 1 e For Director

]




S
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£ 210728 AMMBYO - Fidsy Bt
PLN DSJ Nv PVT Cig2 VRHN/BC/H ey 8

o AMME FOR/AMKI AMME 0745 o it
CTY BOBO/41 AMKI 28 e e

< CTY 34 AMMB b4 e

:) CL1AS 80 Lx 300 \
SARTIME 210930 AMKI AMML PHONE

FURTHER SAR TBA

NNNNZCZC MFA3T0 " \
kit 210851 :

(2108504 AMMBYO _

\ ‘ S ‘

DEP_DSU AMMB FOR AMK!| 0819 ) \
{ 7 g ek

\

e

[ S

NNNNZCZC MFRS588 210957

S AMMLYS

SS AMMLYU AMMLZR AMKLYS

210952 AMMLYS

ALERTFA IMPAIRED OPERATING EFFICIENCY

VFR DSJ C182 PVT

ATD 0819 AMMB FOR AMKI VIA CTY EET 69( EEE 69 VHFR HFN
POB 1 LR 0912 AMML 125.9 Px CTY 0900 BOSO AMKI 0929
TPD 09172 RMKS PRIOR TO ROUNT E E E TO ROUGH RUNNING
OTOR AND LOSS OF CONTACT WITH ACFT PILOT REPORTED
UF O IN HIS VICINITY .

== = e e

NMHNZCZC MFB612 211028 VvV

SS AMMLYV AMKIYS

S5 AMMLYV AMKIYS AMLTYV AMMOYC

911028 AMMLYUneons’’’’’?

DETRESFA ROUGH RUNNING MOTOR. OVERDUE ON ETA AMKI

NGT VMC. VH DSJ, €182 PVYT ATD 0819 AMMB CTY AFKI EET 69 ENDCE 300
BC VR HN, POZ ONE VALENTICH SAS LX. LR 0915 AMML FS 125.9

PY CTY 0900 FOS0 VISUAL. BLUE BODY WHITE STRIPE WHITE TAIL

ETA AMKI 0998
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folo MNO... ... i e s
/ Station i s

L A NG O
AIR SAFETY [NCIDENT REPORT Reg. Ol N0

Central O NOo. ... ettty

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. Tah, \

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION. (A 0TWAY=Kine T Date..R ). 0€ 1 (AT Local Time Yy 7 5

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking... CESENA._ /£2.. VA D.S T PILOT: Name aod Initals... KALENTLEH. 1.
OWNERIOPBRATOR.....SQ1.-’..':.'}‘t,ﬁ?.@.‘.’....[1,7.1.4?..._-.gf,-f"@..‘(.’...‘..Q.‘S...f.-,......4.'....fuﬁl-n‘ CATEGORY: (underline) VER —

Y

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): s

Regular Public Transport Charter 8 . . Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure point...... (T00LABE “s.oeenr.JFirst. point of intended hndma‘(l”@-.l.ﬂt Nt 20
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report NO, (if BPPHCADIE)...covvrreereveesiivninamsissesesessssssesencnni s
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

ENGNE. LA EUNETION o B IBSLBET  LUELNE ..

@”rﬂ/af/féﬂr;yf‘f@»ffp‘*‘ﬁ!-ﬂ—i‘t‘h»"‘!ﬂn/ﬁdld/%ﬂ/’;m(—
ASEAND Qo NERJLIN . NG AT TR EEOND. . RFT. .. RELLRTED
NGOLE OTHOY .. BT . RERQ.. LT, AL E Tl ALOCo (E4AP...... L. RIRE i
B... Ar. 2065 . RST.. feQNesTED, ANEIORTLLY. . RL . AN TRACLLS.

A B B L. . CRYER.. SEE CLIGHTS. L THE. Lol CANTANOED. ...
e Keprr A./.r.‘.—.ner,r:.......e!../.em@.......{z:gM'"‘v_fv_rg;l_c;"-'_"'g?/z..{.'........«/aﬁm.....zzfca.,..&mzr@
e e LOVel. M n @ PRBR. N TH. . T ATV LR I
e T 0 MG TR NN SR GO L. P, ReElr.. ANASE...
WAL DECLARES.... B ND... R0 DROUIE... ELICRGENUEL... (TR D RRES... RSTINATES
......... T KNG 48 AND. 0 KNG ISEAND  FEIGAT Seavice. vas. (Cacddd. T Pors

B BT PR 1AL RABID... CONTTET o blOR... £QET. it  RET. wSence

...................................................

T T RRANEE. D PRAZIUGHS Yo MECORTED.... SR NN BT X FCL Ly
f FOET A0

‘ i i
........ T2t 6. B AEET Il (R COCTILGUL..... HLMLLCATLRN. ...
w MELOVRNG  rPugetr.. SFRVICE gl T14E AREA .. THUS.. (TLGHET

NOLeATIVE | QL7 I-O,"nﬂﬂ— A R A A

WfofﬂﬁfJ’fﬂwﬁun«D&cmﬂoﬁraqzswmvfﬁ

| NOTE—HmMnmuhometof&kmM,P@M_ﬁmammm.Ifthmdemﬂsmuotgiven.
T o acknowledgement of recelpt will necessarily be made.” "

et e I e

For future reference it has been allocated NO. ..............cooooorooee
Yours faithfully

g

DOT 225 P - g o ATy For Director
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ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGAT?R: K Hog = i

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. 1f you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report, . '

Where it is necessary to urgently report any'matwrlaﬂ'ecﬁns' the safety ‘of aircraft you are requested to motify the circumstances of the incident
by the quickest available means; i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form.
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10673177 s C. 1. THompson, Acting Commonwealth. Government Printer
e 3 1 J
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio No.........cccoireceres RSN RRe
T T ORI L o N

1 5 (o o RN B I 0.

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT ~  ReORNo

CORTAl M. INQ.: i ianecnsiasonsuiis skt e

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION... G - Lhcal Thoe'.
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking ... .. VH DSJ— o 2 s o, N i B S

OWNERJOPERATOR........ ... corersirssrseissesissssessinfinississgrissrsstlmisssirasiipisessisia st ok AGIELE CATEGORY : (underline) VFR
: IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo

FLIGHT: Last departure point... s e ...First point of intended landing......................ccoen B N e
When this report is submitted by a Departmental oﬂicer. enter Fault Report NO. (i ApDHCADIR)..........ccoccoriiinisnnasinnonsanssismsimmssosisesiors
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

a) LICH... SEletl. TR KA EOET, B . THE.. QO QU AEi,

/?ﬂf QR1ar, fvaff-rcrfﬂc'—ﬁSuef'ﬂwm‘—rrﬂf TR M OF T2,
OFPo,ﬂ'/dckow.S'ucr/iwDP‘-‘W’"‘Fnﬂﬂtﬂ?wﬂﬂc ....................

e B WG GHT, BRI AL TEGIR S MANECA TN,

' ¢rrn:4~1£/z=ow.>/°owf3wommtHafwovrofstHféfMNA

St ANy {7 efkﬁanﬁL(M/SﬂFlflovffﬁouﬁnfnnvDOMN.
e herr . Bigasr SR R TR TR i o

NOTE—Bmddreunchowldgmtdmhmﬂnuﬂnummmmmndu If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made. :

5. ki REGION

Dear Sir/Madam,
by E 1T R N T S L Gtk ' i foc your Air Safety Incident Report concerning

...on / |/

For future reference tit has been allocated NO..................coieiinininn )

- Yours faithfully

DOT 25 P For Director ]
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PMLTLE FROL TO
152+ 30 D&J DELTA LGIERRA JULIEE DO YOU WISH TO FXTEND YOQUR
GARTIME FOR YOUlk ARRIVAL AT KING ISLAND
: 38 DSJ FS // open microphone 2 seconds //
DELTA SIoRRA JULIOT SAY AGAILIN
sz Fs D5J DELTA STEARA JULIET YOURE HOILDING A SARTIMI
QF “ANRO NINE THREN ZHRO FOR YOUR AERLVAL AT
KING IalanD ON TI1kl INTERVAL YOUR wuS5TIMATE IS
ZioR0 NINg ‘MO EIGHT DYOU WOULD YOU LIKE TO BEXTIND
YOUR SARTIM
=54 15 o DELTA STERRA JULTET AFFIRMATIVE
254 'S Dod DELTA STEHRRA JULIET ROGER MAKDS IT ONE ZISRO
HGRO Al
Qo54:0 D3J 5 AFPFITIRMATIVE
:05 s DSd DELTA SIERRKA JULIET
0900 : ¢ DSJ JO] MELBOURNE DisITA STIRRA JULIET CAPE OTWAY
(LESCEIDING FOR) KING ISLAND
3 'S DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIWT
a05 114 Diad 'S MELBOUERNE TIIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIST IS THERE
ANY ENGsN TRAMTIC BELOW »IVE THOUSAND
225 FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIEKT NO KNOWN TRAFEIC
: 26 DS S DEITA SIFRRA JULIFT I AM SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE
AT RKCRAFT BlLOW IV THOUSAND
46 FS DSJ D D DESLTA STERRA JULIST WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
LS 17 -
£50 DSJ S DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS
FOUR BEIGHT IT Sklwis TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS
FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULILT
DSJ FS MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DLLTA STIERRA JULIET THE
ATRCRAFT HAS JUST PASOSED OVER QVER ME AT LEAST
A 'THOUSAND PFEET ABOVI
45 s Disd DEITA STERRA JULIST ROGHLR AND IT IT 1S A LARGE
ALRCHARFT CONFL R
147 DiSd FS £R UNKNOWN DUE TO THE S0MED ITS TRAVELLING IS
THERL ANY ATRFOKCE ATRCRAFT IN THe VICINITY
57 FS DS DELTA SIARRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN TiE

VICINITY




L1 I’ROM TO TEXT
24 D5 'S LBOURNE ITS AP WCHING NOw DUN EAST
QWARDO L
"5 Liod DELTA SIERRA JULILET
) / . o~ N /
:! // open microphone for two seconds //
= Lo ) Dl L IMARA « PR B L7 ) y TO Mus
ol ) 2 4 ! ioad sl Vi Add s llles L 401 LiN\I
TVR ) "TMps AT A T \T' SikbEDS I COULD
NOT 1 VLMY
I\ 1), B DSJ DELTA y LA UL [INT 1 i HAT' IS YOUR J\i.:'.t‘\ :"114
il ..J | W]
Ot D 23 MY LVEL 1S FOU a HALF T D FOUR FIVE
Z 1180
27 53 DG DEL SIERRA JULIET A JONFIRM YOU CANNOT
(DT i AL RART
211 )5 Al VTV
2 | ") Jard DinLT >3 LERRA JUI » 4N > 'ANDB
. P hsT U8 ! 1550 NI DELTA STERRA JULIET ITS HOT AN Al RCRAFT
y / open microvhone for two seconds //
S ; ot S i T : VT 1 O DRESCRTRE
-1 Ll Dod DGl Oolttatad JU AL ihl e B A JULUNG Ll LA L DiLOoU L DI
THHE BR ATRCRAIFT
$u) Lo 40 DELTA STERRA JULIET Ab 1 'S PLYING ST ITS A
LONG SHASl // open microphone for thi seconds //
LCANNUT) | GiITI Y MORKW AN ',“' AT L1 HASL Sl CH
" Yy x2 - ’
SPniD) // open microphone for I seconds //
By M LGl Bow | LU U ik
0910:07 'S DSJ DIELTA STERRA JULTET ROGER AND HOW LaARGE WOULD
L K OBJuCT I
o2l DSd 'S DELTA SIERRA JUI [T MOLBOURNE IT SkikMs LIKE
IS STATIONAR) H [ DOING I Luw IS ORBITING
FAARR Y LE il i ‘l)' Jual U ‘ Ai‘xl-l it .‘-‘UI' ‘\_:‘.L" i';]h‘ JLLQU
ITS GOT A GREEN LIGIED AND SORT OF METALLIC (LIKE)
LS Al oadiNy LY ) 4\ ,‘;_,_i‘!)‘,'.
] T . o x g v
H B [N} Di5d DELTA SIhRRA JULINT
t4 e 5 DELTA SIERRA JULIKET [, n microphone for 5
seconds [TS JUST VANTOHED
$5Y e DS DELTA STEREA JULILT
0911:0 Diod 'S MnLBOU RN WOULD YOU KNO HAT KIND OI' ATRCRAFT
LV GOT 1S IT LRY [ i i) MLllLl FARY AlRCRAI
!
%/l




0 I's DSJ DELTA STERRA JULLET CONFIRM THIv IR ATRCRAFT

«ly \ —¢ - ]
s Lo ' oAl AGALIN

(N Dod 'S PDELTA SIKRRA JULIRT (LTS AH NOR) // open

microphone ¢ seconds // (NOUW) AFPAOACHING FROM

OU'L'H
: 1 L5 wil ' ST EREA JUT T
ey ] e ) Dl LA LBl His BNGING 15 1S ROUGH
Ll T O VL 1% | \ U pliny In L TWISNTY
QU R AND THIG ' G 1y (COUGIHING)
- ) = T T TV ) T T i 1 T r ] Vi
12304 Fo Disd DELTA STERKA JULTET KOGER WHAT ARE YOUR
[NTLHTIONS
109 D ) MY THTENTIONS AKE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH
FusLBOU M o THAT STRANGE ATRCRAFD 15 HOVERING
' r !/ f
O Tor O ke AGallN // two second open
microphone // 11 15 HOVLRING Alib IS NOT AN
ALRCRART
NP s DSJ il \ STIERRA JULI T
T e 1354 s DELTA STIERRA JULIGT ¢uLBOURNE // 17 seconds
(@] n Mi1CTropnone 4
tH9 I's DS DELPA STERRA JULTLT MELBOURNE

h/l}
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE ﬁ;gill‘}syion Page 59

Subject

MISSING AIRCRAFT : VHeDSJ : 21 OCTCBER 1978

liotes nodé during a preliminaxy eonversation with I, Guido Valentich.
lr, Guido Valentich is the father of lir, Frederick Valentich., Ie visited

this office on 25.10.78 for the purpose of hearing the tape recording concerning
the missing aircraft Vi=DSJ in oxrder to identify his son's voice. The following
notes were made during general conversation with !lr, Valentich.

-

Frederick wopked for an \wmy Disposals firm at Moonme Ponds,

lle vas attending lectures for Commereial Pilot lieteorology. These lectures
vere conducted at Dssendon /Airport on Tuesday nights and frem 1300-1700 hours
EST on Saturday afternoons at licorabbin, He 'did not lmow the organisation
or lecturer.

Cn Friday night 20,10,78 Frederick had retired about 2230 hours EST on
Saturdey morning 21,10,78, Iie had eaten a light breakfast of crange juice,
cereal and coffee prior to going to work at loonee Ponds., !le would have
finished woxk at 1200 hours ST and driven to loorabbin to attend the lectures
at 1300 hours probably without having eaten any lunch, The lectures were to
finish at 1700 hours and he eonsiders that Frederick would have eaten some
take away food from a lNeDonalds hamburper shop neaxr loorabbin as this is his
normal practice, lHe recalled that Frederick was in normal good spirits on
Saturday morning,

Frederick was a blood donor and gave blood at the City Bank on Tuesday,
17.10,7C,

Frederick®'s personal doctor was Dr, Pasha of /vondale Heights. He was under-
going treatment for a skin complaint and was taking pills for the complaint,

Hecent employment: Army Disposals ¢ 3 veeks
GIH Poundaxy t 3¢5 months
Commercial ILicence Course : 5.6 months
RQHQIQT. | 6 months

Finaneially, Fred had no problems, is far as lmown he owed nothing, Ille was
generous to the family on amniverseries, ete. iiis father assisted Frederick
finencially with his flying. 5

Ttmmnopwoblmat'hm. Frederick did his share of the home duties,

Fredexick wos in the Air Training Corp as a cadet and then as an instructor,
He applied for a position as Radio Tech, in the RIAF about 1976 but wes not
successful

-

lie wvanted a career in aviation and since he missed out on the RUP, decided to
finish his Commercial Licence and eventually set into Airlines., ie wanted to
show everyone, ineluding the R:AF, that he could do it,

Frederick always had the idea that some people wanted to stop him succeeding
so he didn't discuss his flying or intentions with anyone. lle just wanted

to get through and surprise everyone by showing them that he eould actually
dO 1t0
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= Frederick was a firm believer in UFOs, e had saved articles and information
on UFOs, read "Chariot of, the Gods" and other books and went to see movies
on the subject, This interest started when he was at school about six years -
ago. His belief had been strengthened recently when he was allowed to see the
RAAF'g econfidential files on UFM0s at Zast Sale and at Laverton., e wouldn't
discuss these details with his family as they were confidential,

« liis mother saw a UFC one night, She called Fred and he saw it too. It was a
large light, ten times larger than a star, was stationary for a while and
then moved off at a great speed. This happened about eight months ago.

« [is father eventually became eonvinced that UF0s existed.

« TFrederick worried about attack from UFOs and what they could do., His father
had told him there was nothing they could do and so no point in worrying,

- 1is father is unsure about what Rhonda Rushton (Prederick's girlfriend) had said
about them going out on Saturday might (21,10,78). Ie lmows Fred was going to
be home and thinks something sbout hexr statement is fishy but doesn't know what.

= TFred's memoyy was good for important matters but he sometimes overlooked
unimportant things,

Po GRAHAM
INVESTIGATCR
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Subject

MISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ : 21 OCTCEBER 1978

D I R ton 2 to 1978

liiss Rhonda Hushton of 3 Dradford Avemue, Preston (telephone 411-2479)
was a close friend of the pilot of C182L, VH=DSJ which became missing on
21 October, 1978, Ghe visited the Reglcnal Office and agreed to assist in the
investigation eoncerning the aircraft and the possible actions taken by the
pﬂot.

Iﬁasmmhtmuta&doh.m“;jmtﬂ"motago. and that she worked
at the llight~0Ovl FTharmaey of T43A Gilbert Road, Reservoir,

She advised she last saw Fred Valentich on Friday night, 20 October
1978, at about 9,00 p.m, EST, after he had finished work at the /Army Disposals,
139 Puckle Street, lloonee Ponds, In their conversation it became evident to
hexr that he had forgotten he said he would take her out on Saturday night, The
fortheoming flight to King Island was discussed, and together they evolved the
schedule of departure loorabbin 1600, land ing Island 1730, piek up crayfish,
leave 1800, land loorabbin 1930, As it was a 20 mimute drive from the
to Preston she suggested Valentich put his good clothes in which to take hex
out, in his car when he left home early on Saturday,

Since the aireraft went missing, she had seen the caxr at lloorabbin, and
vas awvere that no eclothes were in it. From her experience, Valentich was
probably wearing a tri-coloured brown and white jumper and browm slacks, his
usual flying clothing and she believed he would have carried with him a blue,
short raineoat, very similar to those worn by RAAF persomnel, as this was his
"good luek coat” (his words).

Discussing possible movements of Valentich during the day she believed

he would have left home, without having breakfast, gone to work, not eaten
then gone to the tutorial classes for his Cormereial Pilot Licence,

at lioorabbin, and stayed there (as she was now aware) until about 1700 EST7,
llest probably the pilot then went to llacDenald's take away food store neax
Southland, on the liepean Iighway to purchase food. She believed he would have
ordered "two Big llacs, two cheeseburgers, a fillet of fish and some chips", and
most probably would have drank a carton of Coca~Cola,

1liss Fushton said Valentich was a "big eatex" and that he always ate
slowly, and she believed he would have driven to the beagh and sat in his car
facing the sea vhile eating.

Asked concerning Valentieh drinking habit, she stated he never had more
than two alecholic drinks, usually beer, and after these he remained on soft
drink, She then volunteered the information that Valentieh "wasn®
Friday night", That usually he is cheerful, and ocutwardly vexy happy,
underneath on Friday he was not quite in the spirit of things,

|

To her Inowledge his health was good, he didn't have
minor physical ailments, and so fax as he was aware no
medication for such eomplaints, The only thing she could off
talcding Comyein capsules for a facial rash, and that he was not to partake of
dairy products,
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versation had been that he had earlier intended to take his fathexr on the £2ight;
that he wes "scared of the water” (her words) and that the "plane is an old one®
(his words), liss

giving it to hex on 13 October. lie apperently had told his friends of his intent
to give her the ring. She had no explanation for his action,

Asked had she flowm with Valentich before, she said she had many times,
but never at night. One notable flight had been in a Cessna aireraft to liewcastle
about 6=10 weeks ago, Originally four other pessengers were to have been at
1-hmbbmato4wumm.mwmmmufwoswmmvmm

hed found a hole and descended through it,

SChe considered that as a flight plan had to be submitted at Bankstown for
the returm flight to lloorabbin, Valentich had flown to Bankstown, and entered the
"Sydney Restrieted Zone, as told to do so by Sydney”. Valentieh had experienced
difficulty landing the aireraft and had to make several attempts. The reason was
that the "eontrol eolum wes locked”, Valentich had sweated profusely in this
situation, such that she had used his handkerchief to mop his brow to prevent the
sweat blurring his vision, She stated that e always sweated when something
unexpected or a little ocut of the crdinary occurred and she vas aware of the change
in her boyfriend's voice when these situations arose,

Other flights she had made with Valmmtich were from llccrabbin to Issendon,
and back by various routes, sight-seeing the eity's prominent features., She said
she was impressed by what Valentich imew of aireraft, and that she considered him to
be "a vexry good pilot",

possible emergencies, she had frequently been told when flying that "if anything
goes wrong, look for a straight rood or a long paddoek without fences" (Valentiech's

D.c.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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words), She said Valentich always thought before he acted, albeit rapidly, he
never acted instinetively,

The matter of unidentified flying objeets, then the subject of such media
coverage, was raised, She advised that when out driving in the Dandenong Ranges
on Sunday 15 Ogtober 1978, Valentich had said to her, "if a UFO landed in front of
me now, I would go in it, but never without you", Other subjects had been dis-
cussed during the drive, mainly of social interest, but Valentich had eormented
to some length on the subject of "everybody is out to grab money - there is not
enough left for everybody = people would have to starve",

was avare Valentieh had elippings on UFO's but she didn*t
co s but just with an average interest on the subject.

reference to a landing UF0O, on 15 Oetober was his only reference %o
on other occasions such references have been very

5

his personality, Miss Rushton said Valentich held
peroblems "in the bagk of his mind", and that he "held them as a list", and when
he had worked out a solution, he mentally crossed it off,

fle had lied to her very soon after their firet meeting, that he had passed
Ject for his commercial licence, and after four months he had

and that he was repeating the subjeect. She said he had "no-one
to talk his problems out with", but she was aware he had long talks with a Robert
Bayns, about flying and flying problems,

Je«Cs SANDERCOCK
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Subject

INVESTIGATOR'S ASSESSITENT OF IISS RUSHTON

iliss Rushton was considered by the investigator to
dependable witness, Although young she was seen be a s
years, She obviocusly cared greatly for Valentich and in the time of hex
acquaintance was proud to be associated with him, as a pilot and because of his
physique and his association with the Victorian Squadyon of the Air Training Corps.
To some extent this shows a measure of her being impressionable, but not cutside her

years,

The investigator gained the impression that Valentieh had chosen Iliss Rushton
carefully, as someone to discuss his problems with, she being receptive, perhaps
nore so than a girl of 18«20 years, who might have rejected his problems and ideas
and pushed him aside,

The impression was gained that lliss Rushton was becoming aware that Valentich
vas "different” from her cther male acquaintances and that she was being used as a
“prop”, based on the phrase used and the tone of some of her scomments,

g

JeoCe SANDERCOCK
DIVESTIGATOR
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VISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ : 21 OCTOBER 1978

Vr, Heaburn is a personal friend of lir, Fred Valentisch, They have been
friends for seven or eight years. lir, Reaburn visited Regional Office for the
purpose of giving background information on lir, Valentich, During an informal
discussion he gave the following information,

= They had been in the Air Training Corps, together for some years and both
wvere very interested in weapons,

= The two saw each other on average twice a week, This was on Tuesdays and
Fridays when they attended the Air Training Corps.

= Valentich told him that he had applied to join the L\AF as airerew but that
he had not been accepted because of inadequate educational qualifications.,
After further education he had tried again but was still not accepted. The
two were in camp together in August 1978 at RALF East Sale when Valentich
confided he had been lmocked back by the L.F for the second time,

- Valentich was disappointed about not getting into the RALF and it hed made
him quite determined to get his Commercial Pilot's licence and fly for the
airlines just to show the NP he eould do it.

= Valentich had been going with his girlfriend for five months and they were
very close, Ie had recently given her a friendship ring,

- llr, Reaburm thought it would be quite out of the question that Valentich would
comnit suicide or purposely fly the aireraft to a remote logcation to get away
from society. Valentich wos far too close to his family, girlfriend and friends
© contemplate such actions,

= Concerning Valentieh's family situation, lir, Heaburn said he lkmew Valentich's
father was helping out financially with his son's flying and he also lnew
that there had been a family argument recently, Ie did not lmow what the
argument was about. Valentich was living at home and in general Reaburn
thought the fanily was very eclose,

= Coneerning health, to his Imowledge Valentich was not on any form of self
nedication. Ile had never lmown him to suffer from fits or turms,to pass out
or have hallueinations, Valentieh did suffer from a skin complaint and had
been told by his doetor not to drink too much milk because of this complaint.

- Valentich was very striet regexrding alechol/flying. Ile never took much alechol
at all and would never take any after 2000=2100 hours of an evening prior to
flying the next day. He was most definitely not paxrt of the drug scene.
Lieaburmn econsidered that Valentich was the sort of person who would go straight
to the police if he lmew of anyone who was on drugs.
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pilots had taken them up in a helicopter., Valentich had flowm
according to Reaburn, the pilot said Valentich flew it well,

said he was awere that Valentieh had flowm to lewcastle and back since
they had been in ecamp at East Sale, during iugust., Reaburm had been asked to
go but he eould not afford his share of the cost,

His general impression of Valentich's character was that he is not prone to _
hasty deeisions or panie, !le always stops and thinks about the situation before
taking any aetion, They had cnce been lost in the bush together whilst on an Air
Training Corps camp and Valentich had not been the slightest bit perturbed about it,

Doth he and Valentich believed in UFOs but not to any fanatical extent, They had

to whether he eould pass it,

Valentieh joined the Air Training Corp some three years later than Reaburn and did
not pet promoted beyond Cadet 1AC, Reaburn did not considered this significant;
nor did he think it bothered Valentich in any way.

Valentieh had never spoken to lieabwam about being disorientated in an aireraft
either during his training or since he had cbtained his licence.

S«G. SPLIKS
INVESTIGATOR
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CK V. CH = HISTORY

9 June date of birth

Keiloxr Heights liigh School

Left school at end of Form 4
Results at end of Form 4

"Excellent® -~ Physical Education

"Above Average" -

"Average" - Italian, History, Metal Work

"Below Average" - Geography, English, Science, Graphies
"Fail® -~ Taths A, Maths B

(Believed to have been studying for leaving Certificate)

(Believed to have been studying for Lesving Certificate)
Applied to RAAF

Test Reslis - "very low scores, indicative low I.Q. fit for
unskilled work only".

Enrolled HMIT - electronics, maths physics
Withdrew from RIMIT in July
Student Pilot Licence issued 24.2.77

Solo June

The Exam result passed "Basic Aeronautical Knowledge" at
ThTﬁ attempt 11.8.77

t Test result passed "Restricted Private Pilot" at second
a‘l:jﬁmp; September

Restricted PPL issued 23.9.77 with 57 flying hours

PPL Theoxry Exam results

'Nav' passed at second attempt




-2-

tilet' passed at first attempt
'Aireraft Performance and Operation' passed at fifth attempt.
'Air Legislation' passed at third attempt.

CPL Theory Exam results -~ October 1977 - sat for and failed all
five exams,

Passed PPL Navigation test flight at second attempt 19.1.78
PPL Area Restriction lifted 27.1.78 at 89 hours

CPL Theory Exam results April 1978 = sat for and failed all
five exams

Class 4 Instrument Rating issued 11.5.78 at 147 hours

CPL Theory exam results July 1976 - Sat for and failed three
exams - did not sit others

July 1978 involved in two ineidents at 160 hours

1) Penetration of SY Control Zone due poor navigation.
Waxrning letter sent to him,

2) On two ocecasions deliberately flew into cloud.
Prosecution was being considered.

Airveraft VH-DSJ and pilot disappeared on 21.10,78

Other Points

Pilot log book not found.

At time of disappearance he was working as a shop assistant but
devoting most of his emergy to flying.

As a boy he had been an Air Training Corps cadet.

In 1977 after he had started flying he returned to the Corps
as an unpaid civilian helper,

e later was taken on with the rank of Airman,
He was well thought of by friends and acquaintances,
e was determined to succeed as a pilot.

He told everybody he had passed some CPL theory exanms,
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EDUCATION 3 P, VALENTICH ¢ 26,10,78

116/783/1047

Enpolment and study RJ1,I.Te 1977

Subjects: Cireuit Theory 1 hour
Zlectronics 1 hour
Elestronie Circuits 1 hour
lMathematics 1 hour
Physies 1 hour

Commmications and Report Writing

Senior Commercial Pilot Course,

Keilor Jleights High School
Fron Deputy Prineipal

Porm 4 in 1974 (Intermediate Standard)
Left school at Form 4 level in 1974.

Results Form 4: Physical Bdueation "A"
Italian

On 12.7.,77 he withdrew from Electronics and Electronie Cireuits,
On 22,7.77 he withdrew completely., Reason given as commencing Commercial and

Hcﬂ
Geography D"
English -
Maths A "Fail”
Maths B "Pail® ; difficulty in comprehension
lietalwork ngn
Seience wpe lacks understanding
Histoxry uge difficulty with expression
Graphies wpn
A = Excellent
B « Above Average
C = Average
D = DBelow iAverage
Fail « Unacceptable Level
P, GRAHAM
INVESTIGATCR
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" RellohoF, CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Re ¥, Valentieh,

- Applied for RAAF in 1976.

= At time was repeating leaving,

- las Aptitude and Psych, tested 24.5.76.

- Uas only interested in being trained as a Radio Tech,

- Scores on tests were very low - indicative of a low I.Q. (failed all tests).

- Considered fit for unskilled work only,.

-« Dossiers kept for two years - his has been destroyed,

- A computer printout on him is held by RAAF - they would supply us with what

info they have on formal request,

P, GRAMAM
INVESTIGATOR
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COIITERCIAL PILOT LICENCE EXAMINATICN : P, VALENTICH

History of exemination imolments and results of Frederiek Valentich,
1 1978

Enrolled for all five Commereial subjects and Senior Commercial let.
Results - Failed all subjects.

Lxam J 1978
Enrolled for llav, Performance and Engines,
Results = failed all subjects,

of 1 1
Enrolled Com, lMet, Principles of Flt and Senior Com, llet,

Po GRAIAM
IVESTIGATCR
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MISSIONG AIRCRAFT : VH-DSV ¢ 21 OCTOBER 1978

Conversation with Don Sownan

Log Book:s liot at S.i.Se
Stendexd:

Failed him first time Unrestricted,
Average onlye.

CX on instruments,

llo mention of UFCs,

liot a drinker that he lmows,

Pinaneially = van up a $500 bill but he pedd it out before this
txip. g

llo mention of problems or disturbances,
Seened vague at times,
Didn'%t lmow him well,

100 hourly on Friday 20,10,78.

Flown by V. Alfonso on Saturday 21.10,78 who works at Sehutts (Drents).
lio autopilet.

Single ADF,

lio strobe,

One rotation beacon on tail,

Zzyment of Pills

= BSeleS, asked him about account when it was $360. lie said his pessengers

to SY had given him a 1ittle money prior to flight but not all and he
would have to chase it up.

liote: Omly Valentich and girlfyiend went, No passensers.

Po GRAIAM
IVESTIGATOR
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Vi=DSJ : RADIO EQUIFHENT

Spoke to Ken Novity and Instructor, lix. Day of Southern Alr Rie VieDSJ
commmnication equipment at 1445 EST on 23,10,78.

= DSJ hag VIlF I'F and is equipped with a speaker and hand held mierophone,

- Valentich was not carrying a headset when he went out to the aireraft prior
to departure on this trip and did not have a bag that would carry one.

- Passed to SIGS(B) at 1500 EST,

Po GRAILAM
INVESTIGATCR

23.10,78

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V1Tg/1'i8§/1047 Page 48

Subject

CONVERSATIONS WITH SAS INSTRUCTOIS AND FILOTS

daxxen Dunlop

Valentich was sensible pilot,
Didn*t dwink,

llo mention of drugs.

No mention of UFC&E, -

liartin Dalton

Guiet, sincere, sensible,
Interested in joining RAAF as pilot,
Had intexrviews, tests, ecte,

Yo drink, smoke,

Got on well with all,

llever spoken of UFOs,

lio mention of drugs,

Ross Carrington

Did Commercial Pilet Course with him about April,
lle seemed quite happy about his future.
Full of enthusiasm, never depressed,

Attenpting to join RAAF airerew, Still doing his Commercial Licence so he
would have one or the othex,

He is quiet on first contact but was quite natural after that,
Got on well with people.

Only had Com, MET to do,

Didn't drink or smoke,

llo mention of drugs or UFCs,

Bob Tope (insimuctor)

Flew with Valentich on Tuesday afternoon to cheek him on type VH=DSJ C182,
Average pilot.

Relative quiet chap,

Vie=D3J has a hand-held microphone,

Vasn't earrying a headset.

Vanted to join RAAF aircrew,

As far as he lmows he doesn't drink, smoke or take drugs,

Sew him just prior to departure and he seemed perfectly sober and in good

D.0.T. P2/1572
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frame of mind,
= Took four life jackets. Ile was pieking up friends at King Island,
= lie had originally intended going on Tuesday, 17.10.78, but cancelled due VX,
P, GRAHAM
DIVESTIGATOR
{
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. DEPARTMEN’I.OF SCIENCE AND THE E"l’RONMENT &

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY H2
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
Telephone: 662 2555 Area Co_de 05_!_ '[olegmm: WHR Melbourne  Telex: AA30544

ToLIO

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAUf OF METEOROLOGY,

P.O. OX 1636M, MELB. VIC. 3001

/
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 70/33 é, RCD 30 'J’:” 1979 3529 October 1979

|
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Director, FuE\fU%
Vic/Tas Region, :
Department of Transport,

GRS Beet 1t a 3P,

MEL BOURNE 3001

MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHDSJ - BASS STRAIT 21.10.78

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria to Adelaide.  Conditions were perfect for night flying
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 30 km
and more. Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the
ranges to 21 socuth of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson's
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape
Otway. Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal
fringe. OState of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson's Prom.
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The o0il platform
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft scuth-
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1022 mb at King S.,

1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier.

The probable winds along the intended route were:

AMMB/CTY 1000 ft VRB 05
2000 ft 020/10

5000 ft 350/10

THRO £t 310/18

10000 ft 270/20

CTY/AMK1 1000 340/10
2000 330/15

5000 320715

7000 310/20

10000 290/25

-~

The winds elsewhere were:

North of Adelaide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 30S:

2000 030/15
5000 050/15 to 10 NSW coast
1000 050/20 to 10 NSW coast

2
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Western Victoria and SE South Australia:

2000
5000
7000
10000

Eastern Victoria:

2000
5000
7000
10000

VRB 10
010/15
330/15
300/20

030/10
340/10
300/15
270/15

Gippsland coast and east Bass Strait:

1000/2000 VRBOS5 becoming 320/15 toward Flinders Island.

5000
7000
1000

290/15
280/20
270/25

South of Lat.40S - freshening westerlies:

2000
5000
10000

270/20 to 30 over Tasmania
270/25 to 30 over Tasmania
270/30 to 40 over Hobart

The cloud conditions apart from Tasmaniaawest coast was

relatively free from low cloud.

Some cirrus persisted in most areas

and thickened over northwest and mid-north of NSW where scattered to
broken AcAs developed with base about 12,000 ft.

-/ '
(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic
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DEPARTMENT@OF SCIENCE AND THE 'VIRONMENT

r"ﬁ\\) " BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
@ Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
«T\sséf

Telephone: 662 2555  Area Code: 03 Telegrams: WHR Melbourne  Telex: AA30544
. ‘

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, P.O. BOX 1638M, MELB. ViC. 3001

IN REPLY PLEASE OUOTE

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS, MOORABBIN:- CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND
0830/0930 GMT 21/10/1978 '

{

2 At 0800 GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria toward Adelaide.

. The pressure range wasy Melbourne 1023.5 mb,
Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb

5 Surface isothermsi
219C Melbourne - Warrnambool
17°C Wilsone Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cape Otway

1
. TE g —
.13°9C Lat 40 S Long 1463F ='Lat ;-,?é Long 1443%E -
Lat 404 S Long 144E - Lat 39% 5 La=- 1434E"

2 Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a
trace of -stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at
30000ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra-
red satellite pictures at 0600 and 0900 GMT. There was no
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft
over King Is. at 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from

Cape Otway Lighthouse. '

< At 0BOO GMT all reported surface winds were less than
10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes
cccurred alona the coast during the afternoon. it ie likely +hat
shallow inversions of about 2C below 500 ft still existed in some
sreas at 0900 GMT. With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed
below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is
cnnridersd t.nt there were . surface inversions over the sea but
“rather very siable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft.

4, Laverton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence
inversion of 30C between 7000 ft and 8000 ft. This inversion
probably extended south to Cape Otway but further south toward
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly
just an isothermal layer.

=2
.. ¢




< . Winds and temperatures along the route ‘were probably:

Moor

abbin/Cape Dtway.

The Dew Points are estimates only.

1000 ft Variable 5 knots Temp + 16 Dew Point + 11
2000 " 020/10 AN 2 | " e
5000 " 350/10 AT 3 Zero
7000 " 310/15 A " s
10000 " 270/20 e %ero i dry
Cape Otway/King Island

1000 340/10 Temp + 13 -Dew Point + 10
2000 330/15 W, " S
5000 320/15 i " + 2
7000 310/20 Wol4 4 " Zero
10000 290/25 " zero " dry

6. Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at

Mt Gambier and

Laverton at 3 pm,

Both balloons had burst by

0630 GMT. The next balloon flights were not carried out until

1100 GMT.

Y e
(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE VHL 7‘6 3- o\ﬂ
MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES FILE l
CORDITE AVENUE. MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA R AL
P.O. BOX 50, ASCOT VALE, VIC.. 3032
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE /
{
/f /
Telephone 31 7222, Ext. Our Reference: * Date: ‘s ROV 197

Director,

Department of Tramsport,

Transport House,

108 Lonsdale Street,

MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S. Smith)

Your Reference: V116/783/1047

Water Samples ex Bass Strait

The samples were solvent extracted to Temove any hydrocarbon-based
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry.

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil,
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials
and hence could not be attributed to either.

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage.

In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company.

for Chief Superintendent

o7
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VICTORIA/TASMANIA REGION

V116.783%.1047

ASSU

Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but
in practice, due to the effects of the atmosphere, refraction occurs causing
the rays to be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface
of the earth. The degree of refraction depends on the density of the
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a
"radio ducth. Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes
the earth and then is trapped within the dutt causing certain radars to see
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry
compared to the earth's surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts.
This condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions.

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propogation is
"second time round returns" which are radar returns received on the second
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant
objects normally out of radar range.

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania.

T e
o

M.J. HARWOOD
OATS
17.9.1981

D.o.T.1983
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SPECIALIST REPORT B q

Title List of oppended documents

Missing Cessna 1821 VHeDEJ
Bass Strait 21 October 1978
Human Factors Aspects

Author

T

Pes's"Yife Bed s Mahony

Frederick VALEITICH (pilot) satisfied the medical requirements for initial issue
of SPL on 8.2.77 when his weight was recorded as 120 lbs, He claimed no aseronautical
experience at that date. There was no medical history of significance and no licence
limitations were imposed.

2 On 21.10.78 Valentich was engaged in a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to
King Island when he reported that a large craft with numerous lights was hovering above
hime Transmissions ceased shortly afterwards and subsequent calls from Melbourne FSU
were not anawered. Despite an extensive search neither aircraft or wreckage has been
found,

3 In addition to having access to the air safety investigator's find the writer
also interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentich and studied a copy of tape of
of the final transmissions from VHeDSJ in an attempt to build up a buman factors
background to this occurrence.

4 Frederick was born in Australia of Italian parents from Trieste. Father speaks
"fractured” but understandable inglish but mother and two younger children speak ne
inglishe The language of choice in the home is Italian but Frederick was not fluent and
father always corrected Frederick's spoken Italian which Prederick resented. Frederick
was a below average scholar and obtained a poor result in his Leaving Certificate.

5 Catholicism is the religion of the family but they are not regular churchgoers.
Father expressed his disappointment that Frederick only attended church at Christmas,
Easter and on "special occasions™ and he tried to persuade Frederick to attend more often.
Frederick's girl friend is a Methodist.

6 Frederick was a very keen member of the Air Traiming Corps. le devoted a great
deal of time to these activities which he enjoyed and he was proud to wear the uniform.
He had ambitions to become an Air Force pilet but his educational qualifications
precluded this.

7 He was at pains to be accepted and respected by his superiors (in the ATC) and

by his peers. Although always appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his
father, to his ATC officers and to his girl friend about having passed subjects for his
CFL when he had, in fact, failed. He had also told the owner of the aireraft that, on
this last flight, he had arranged to collect a consignment of erayfish from King Island and
to bring back passengers who were waiting for himg neither of which was true.

8 Father was convinced, and remains so according to subsequent media publicity, that
his son was "captured" by a U.F.0 and that he would be returned when “they" had finished
investigating him. Frederick showed a great interest in UF0s and had a collection of
books, articles and clippings en the subject but father did not tink that his son was as
convinced of their existence as he himself was.

e 0/20

D.0.T.1571 (Rev.3/77) SPECIALIST REPORT
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CONTINUATION SHEET 60

SUBJECT

9 Frederick's girl friend seemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the
disappearance. She did not appear to be unduly concerned and gave the impression that
she expected to see him again. She claimed that there was a permanency to her
relationship with Prederick and that they had plans for becoming engaged, but futher
dismissed the relationhips as being of ne consequences.

10 In the absence of any further concrete evidence, one can only suggest a number
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance @

(a) UPO intervention - no further comment apart from the observation that there

were no sighting reports of a brightly illuminated craft large enough to
take on board a Cessna 182,

(b) Disortentation - at the place and time of the occurrence, *his is a distisecs
possibility and even probability. On the other hand, it would have resulted
in uncontrelled impact with the sea and one would have expected wreckage to

(¢) Controlled landing on the sea with the intention of escaping from the
aircraft before it sank. This could have been successful or not successful,

Inoithoroaummekag.uouldbofomuland. mﬁohthrmt,thobody
could still be in the aircraft.

(d) Successful landing elsewhere. Perhaps Valentich was not where he said he
was and he landed in a remote location.

(e) Crash elsewhere when attempting (d) and the wreckage has not yet been

ligher

discovered.
$yfeic,
(B.3.
24+8.81 AVMHF )
CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE V116/783/1047 61

Subject

GLIDER TOW

Phone eall from Inspector Fox, D24 (13.30) 23.10.78,

A Senior Constable Campbell of Forvest (052/36-6372) had a report
from some shildren of an aireraft towing a glider in the Darwon Downs
(Apollo Bay) area at about 5.30-6.00 p.m. on Saturday 21 October.

The Report was made because it was wmsual for a glider to be in
that part of the State,

AJGe HARERIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T.P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE Th167783/1007| g9
Subject pe
REPORT FROM MR, J. SHOW
A John Snow rang re UFO <« 23,10,78.
He was driving his car on Satunday night (21.10,78) at about 11.45
in the Barwon Heads area when his eleven year old son saw a greenish/white
of some length flash quite fast across the sky to the south,
liot observed by any other member of the family in the cer as it
apparently had moved too fast,
AGe HARRIS
IWESTIGATOR
D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE

T




& | ®

INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE vih6/re3/1047 | 69

Subject

REPORT FROM MR, P FARR

At approximately 1800 hours on 22 October 1978, I received a telephone
call at my home from:

I’Ir. P. Flﬂ.
29 Adyian Street,
Burwood, Telephone after 1400 hours 2941003,

lr, Farr stated that he was a responsible person, an officer in RALF
reserve and he did not wish to create the opinion that he was a nut,

At about 1855 hours on Saturday 21 Oetober 1978 he was travelling from
1%, Waverley in a southerly direction along Iluntingdale Road., e cbserved a
shomofvuybri@tmghlm'umumum'sothnmﬁ.hmmﬂnm
atanounghotabcutﬁ from the horizontal 1,5 of are in vertical plane
and 1" of are in the lateral plane, About 30 bright centres. Followed by
a dark con trail woving from south to north, At first he thought it to be
a meteor shower,

I. .S. S:':[m
INVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




o4 VICTORIA/TASMANTA REGION

V116.783.1047

ASSU

Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but
in practice, due to the effects of the atmosphere, refraction occurs causing
the rays to be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface
of the earth. The degree of refraction depends on the density of the
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a
"radio duct”. Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes
the earth and then is trapped within the duct causing certain radars to see
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry
compared to the earth's surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts.
This condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions.

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propogation is
"second time round returns" which are radar returns received on the second
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant
objects normally out of radar range.

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania.

I—y-l-"";
./ A

M.J. HARWOOD
OATS

17.9.1981

D.0.T.1983
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File Page

SPECIALIST REPORT

Title List of oppended documents
Misaing Cesena 1821, VieliJ
ass Stealt 21 Cetober 1978
tiwman Factors Aspects

Auther AT i?

Duiqnmg 7 V[‘Ew

Prederick VALOWPICH (pilot) satisfied the vedical requirevents for initial issue
of SPL on 842,77 when his weight wae recorded as 120 1bs. !le claimed no asronsutical
experience at that dates There wvas no mediocal history of simificance and no licence
limitations ware imposed.

2 Un 21410478 Valentioh was engnged in a night WX flight from Neorabbin to
mzwmumm.tawpmuamngmmmm
hime Transmissions ceased shortly afterwards and subsequent calls from ielbourne "7
were not answered. Despite an extensive esarch neither aireralt or wreckace has been
found. -

3 In addition to having access to the air safety investigator's find the writer
n-uummmnthudunmmarnmum.un ' tape of
of the fimal transuissions from VieUSJ in an atteapt to build up a Wuman factors
background to this eccurcence.

4 Prederick wvas bom in Australia of Italian parents from Irieste. Father spoaks
"fractused” htmmmhtuﬁuﬂhmmwm
Mglishe The language of cholce in the howe is Italian dut Frederick was mot fluent and
father always corrected Frederick's spoken Italian which Prederick resenteds Frederick
uuahclwmmmmw&uammtmm-wiagﬂuﬁnuh.

5 Catholicism i the religion of the family but they are not regular churchgoers,
Pather expressed his disappointment that Prederick only attended church at Ghristeas,

lnster and on “speeclal mlm‘uﬂhtﬂdhmﬂ.h&sﬂﬂbﬁhﬁmomﬂ.
Frederick's girl friend is a Vethodist.

[ Mgﬁz_mnmmm#hmm%mu lie devoted a great
m-run-t.m-uuum-Muwummmnmmmm.
fie had ambitions to become an Alr Force pilot but uls eduwoational qualifications

ﬂomutpdutabomoytdnﬂnsmmwmmpeﬂon(mﬁni.w)und
appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his

mmmcmmmmmumm

8o told the owner of the airoraft that, on

to collect a consignment of crayfish from King Island and
m;ummmmtmgrum; neither of which was true.

V.mem.umumummtmmnum that
m-mm-eapm"w.u.:.omhtumaumm*wmrmm
investisating hime Frederick showed a great interest in "M0s and had a collection of
books, articles and clippinge on the subjeot but father did not hiink that his son was as
convinced of their existence as he himself was, :

esn/2e

D »5.T.1571 (Rev.3/77) SPECIALIST REPORT
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CONTINUATION SHEET

SUBJECT

9 Prederick's girl friend seemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the
disappearance, &lﬂmtwhhﬂumdmhmﬂhﬁ
she expeoted to see him againe She claimed that theve was a permanenmcy to her
maumpummaummummmmutm
disuissed the relatiomhi

ps
10 Inﬂnmﬁtavwmhm.mmﬂymtam
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance 1

(a) w90 intervention - no further comsent apart from the observation that there
mmummaummm-mmmm'wb
take on board a Cessna 182,

(v) Disortentation - at tie place and time of the occurrence, This is a distines
possibility and even probability. On the other hand, it would have resulted
h“mmiwutﬂuthmﬂmmmwmmmh
result.

(¢) Comtrolled landing the sea with the intention of escaping from the
aircralt before it sank. msmum.u-mm”mm.
molﬁormoummﬂdhfmm. in the latter event the
could still be in the airoraft. i

(@) Successful landing elsewhere. Perbaps Valentich was not where he said he
was and he landed in a remote location.

(e) cmwm.mw(a)ummmmntm

/ % :

(Bede Mahony)

CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET




— MEMBER
Australian Associated P,
Regional Dailies of Aus
Commonwealth Press U
Audit Bureau of Circule

November 10,

Mr Peter Gra
c/- Departme

dhe Aduovate NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD.

G4

A 16-year-old Penguin girl has taken a otogr"a of what she belie\ies tobeanun-
identified flying object over her‘;aronts' hmm."'\l 4 - i

The girl, Michelle Dick (16), of
Browns Lane, took the photograph at
about 2 p.m. on Sunday last month.

The coloured photograph shows an
oval-shaped ebject high in the sky
above the Dick’s home.

A ring of light encircles the object.

Michelle said yesterday she watch-
ed the object for about five minutes
before taking the photograph.

“It came from Riana way and mov-

7

ed out towards sea,”” she said.
“It was travelling very slowly and
in a straight line."”

Michelle described th2 object as -

oval-shaped, grey-silver in colour and
surrous by a glow.
She did not see it go out of sight.
*“The phone rang and when I came
back it was gone.” i
Michelle's parents were not home at
the time and none of the Dick’s

nelghbours reported see

strange in thep:kny. ol i
She said people who had seen the

Bhg‘t%gmph believed it could be a

*‘Others think it's just a blob on the |
- vamera but T wouldn't take a

photogranh of our clothes line and the
mmt the house."

chelle said she was sure the ob- .
ject was not a plane.

Ge PoOs Box 1759 Py

Melbourne.

Dear Mr Graham,

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the
Penguin girl is enclosed.

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane, Penguin,

number is (004) 37 2542.

If we can be of any further assistance, please

el

Yours sincerely,
THE ADVOCATE NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD.

/ i

H. M. Catchpole.
News Editor.

7516.

A Subsidiary of Harris and Company Limited

The telephone

do not hesitate to




— MEMBER —
Australian Associated Press Pty. Ltd. . %
Regional Dailies of Australia Ltd.
Commonwealth Press Union
Audit Bureau of Circulations

November 10, 1978.

Mr Peter Graham,

¢/- Department of Transport,
G, Py 0. Box 1755 Py
Melbourne.

Dear Mr Graham,

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the
Penguin girl is enclosed.

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane, Penguin, 7316. The telephone
number is (004) 37 2542.

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call.

Yours sincerely,
THE ADVOCATE NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD.

H. M. Catchpole.
News Editor.

Encl. HMC/hb

A Subsidiary of Harris and Company Limited
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Our Ref: M116/783/1047 \ i

\res 12.unp20 k10 JUN 1980

FILE \[(o |43

Director, Vic/Tas Region

MISSING ATRCRAFT VH-DSJ
BASS STRAIT, 21 OCTOBER 1978

Attached is a copy of a letter received at this office in
connection with the issue of a report concerning this occurrence.

Also attached is a copy of our reply.

/ﬁ%
(4%, tKenzie)

for Assistant Secretary
(Air Safety Investigation)

D.0.T.1983
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Peter G.Keane

2 \13/5/80 55 Greville Ave p ;;
7))
Flinders Park 5025 @

0e® - Sir, Sefts

[}

This is by way of an enquiry as to obtaining the Department of Transports
Report on their investigation into the disappearance of pilot Frederick
Valentich on October 21st,1978 over the Bass Strait.

I believe that the accident report has already been released to the public
in the usual booklet form which deals with these events,however the local
Govt.Publications Seller does not yet have it,so you will appreciate that

I am writing to you directly for assistance in this matter.

Please notify me as to the costs required to obtain one copy of the Dept.'s
report.

In thanking you for your time,l am,sincerely,

e

Peter G.Keane.




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRAL A

\
e 4
v

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

Telephone: 620131 (Area Code 03)

AVIATION HOUSE Telegrams: AVIAT, MELBOURNE
188 QUEEN STREET Telex: 30499 and 30276
MELBOURNE Postal Address: Box 1839Q, G.P.0O.

MELBOURNE 3001
In reply quote M116/78§/1047

Dear Sir,

Your letter dated 15 May 1980 requesting a copy of a report of the
investigation of the disappearance of Mr. Frederick Valentich on 21 October
1978 over Bass Strait, has been received.

The investigation has not yet been completed. In the normal course
of events a decision as to whether a report will be released will not be made
until the investigation has been concluded. Release depends on whether the
information emerging is of significance to the accident prevention objective
of the Department. The information available to date suggests that the
release of an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report would be unlikely
in this case.

Nevertheless, your request has been forwarded to the Director
Department of Transport, Victoria/Tasmania Region G.P.0. Box 1733P,
Melbourne 3001, who has the responsibility for the investigation. GShould
action be taken to issue a report, he will be in touch with you.

Yours faithfully,

?
rf/(’:‘“
+E. McKenzie)

for Assistant Secretary
(Air Safety Investigation)

Mr. Peter. C. Keane,
55 Greville Avenue,
FLINDERS PARK S.A. 5025
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT i

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS, MOORABBIN - CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND

0830/0930 GMT 21/10/1978 .

t

1% At 080D GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria toward Adelaide.

. The pressure range wasy Melbourne 1023.5 mb,
Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb

- Surface isnthermsi
219C Melbourne - Warrnambool

17°C Wilsons Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cape Otway
PThy— 3942
. 139C Lat 48 S Long 146%E - Lat @4°S Long 1443E -
Lat 404 S Long 144E - Lat 39+ S | ame 1431F-

2% Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a
trace of -stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at
3000 ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra-
red satellite pictures at 0600 and 0900 GMT. There was no
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft
over King Is. at 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from

Cape Otway Lighthouse.

35 At 0OBOO GMT all reported surface winds were less than

10 knots. Cape DOtway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes

occurred along the coast during the afternoon. it is likely that
shallow inversions of about 2C below 500 ft still existed in some

areas at 0900 GMT. With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is

likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed

below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is (A
ennsidered -that there were g# surface inversions over the sea bt *"
“rather very siable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft.

a5 Laverton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence
inversion of 30C between 7000 ft and B000 ft. This inversion
probably extended south to Cape Otway but further south toward
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly
just an isothermal layer.
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5. .Winds and temperatures along the route ‘were probably:

Moorabbin/Cape Otway. The Dew Points are estimates only.

1000 ft Variable 5 knots Temp + 16 Dew Point + 11
2000 " 020/10 e 3 | . 4.5
S004g * 350/10 i T " Zero
7000 » 310/15 Pl o L - 3
10000 " 270/20 " zero s dry
- Cape Otway/King Island
1000 340/10 Temp + 13  -Dew Point + 10
2000 330/15 bt | 4 + 7T
5000 320/15 il R " + 2
7000 310/20 o s S | o Zero
10000 290/25 " zero " dry
6. Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at

Mt Gambier and Laverton at 3 pm. Both balloons had burst by

0630 GMT. The next balloon flights were not carried out until
1100 GMT,

-

(R.K. STIBBS)

for Regional Director, Vic
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POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU| OF METEOROLOGY, P.O. X 1636M, MELB. VIC. 3001
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 70/33 g. RCD 30 OCF 197? % 29 DOctober 1979
Director, FILEA/ U l"ﬁg [td-i{;

Vic/Tas Region,
Department of Transport,
GP0 Beox -17383F,

MELBOURNE 3001

MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHDSJ - BASS STRAIT 21.10.78

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria to Adelaide. Conditions were perfect for night flying
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 30 km
and more. Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson's
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape
Otway. Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal
fringe. ©OState of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson's Prom.
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The o0il platform
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft scuth-
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1022 mb at King S.,

1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier.

The probable winds along the intended route were:

AMMB/CTY 1000 ft VRB 05
2000 ft 020/10

5000 ft 350/10

7000 ft 310/15

18000 f% 270/20

CTY/AMK1 1000 340/10
2000 330/15

5000 320/15

7000 310/20

10000 290/25

The winds elsewhere were:

North of Adelaide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 30S:

2000 030/15
5000 050/15 to 10 NSW coast
1000 050/20 to 10 NSW coast




e

#

2000
5000
7000
10000

Eastern Victoria:

2000
5000
7000
10000

Western Victoria and SE South Australia:

VRB 10
010/15
330/15
300/20

030/10
340/10
300/15
270415

Gippsland coast and east Bass Strait:

1000/2000 VRBOS becoming 320/15 toward Flinders Island.

5000
7000
1000

South of Lat.40S =
2000

5000
10000

290/15
280/20
270/25

freshening westerlies:
270/20 to 30 over Tasmania

270/25 to 30 over Tasmania
270/30 to 40 over Hobart

The cloud conditions apart from Tasmaniawest coast was
relatively free from low cloud. Some cirrus persisted in most areas
and thickened over northwest and mid-north of NSW where scattered to
broken AcAs developed with base about 12,000 ft.

2

(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic
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Was it an accident or djq the

"four-pointed star" fdglibgrq;gly,\ .
ram pilot Frederiqk Valentich's ° 5
Cessna and redyc it p_p'aqhgg;? T

{ | LA o
By Michael Fields BB
The gloom in the darkened sky Then he made his third $
thickened about him Outside the observation. { 1
cockpit of his trim, 120-mile-an- A fiery cylinder shot across the
our Cessna the wind shrilled and nose of his plane It maveq with §
faint streaks of lightning such mrrg*di’ble speed that® 3
brightened the far-off horizon. He Valentich could not determine if 4
touched his controls and the it was an dircraft or a efeor. R g
Cessna rose obediently from Was it a frick of visi?pf He keyed B¥.
s00ty clouds The night sky was his Microphone for a ('au signal o
clear and Frederick Valentich, a to the air tower in Melbaurpe; but'$
cheerful, seasoned pilot, made decided qtherwisp, He simpl
two observations: he had reached couldn’t describe what his mind
5.000 feet: visibility was told him He saw not only af:
unlimited. All was well It would gleaming Metal rylmdvf(or did
€ a routine flight he?) ’)u( rows of windows ‘and a
e p :

§H

abbiandls B

4
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plume of greenish vapor. Who at words. It was not an ordinary .. thousand?’ .

Melbourne would believe that? report. Indeed, UFO sighters of “Nane. And ﬂohe - ,epleég :
Like all skilled pilots, Valentich the past would be hard-pressed 19 " hone = near ypur position-and
..: 3 My ‘; s {

\-‘\.’l‘l—“h('fl hi\ situ(;h()n It was 7:03 match the “-l\‘\.'l(‘.\'s account: Pl al(i[UdE»”‘ ; ’ i S ¥
P-M. October 21, 1978 Calmly, he “It looks like a silver battle 2 “Tower, YQu must re-check. * ‘ LSOV
ticked off the facts: He was flying .. plane without wings. Yet a tailless -, Above. Now below me a terrible -, o,
on course over Bass Strait, which aircraft smooth and polished, .5t brightnessy A " bt
separated Tasmania from Cylinder shape. Rows of windows, Nothing, we tell You: Nothing.. .=
mainland Australia, making good A large longitudinal fissure R Give again Your allltuq!a and’ !
time since I('avung Melbourne’s running (hrough two-thirds of jts " -ébeed“' et i R LA 3
*Moorabbin Airport at 6:19 PM. length. Surface covered in : W “Exactly five thousand. Speed.
Straight ahead was his scattered areas with a whitish one hundred five Good God, here
“ destination, King Island, just off . material Unable to clock " if comes.” LB fi-a :

the coast. He listened to ultimate speed. cannot keep 1ip - . ' “What comes, please? No other

(Y

background noises on his two-way with its forward thrust of 10 to in your vicinity." : ;
" radio, strangely comforted by the 12,000 miles per hour Green “Tower, listen to mel Right now iy
crackling of voices, assured by vapor. Has fantastic upward | am in orbit, No good. This' "' ;
~distant pilots giving their position impulse and it orbits around me damned unidentified. This craft

and calling in commonplace 50 quickly that I'm blinded like no other. This thing orbits’

sightings like ships or far-off At first, Valentich played his . around my Cess a faster than | :
planes cards with discretion After his can orbit. Two times...three times

There it was ajain Nothing encounter with the mysterioys they orbit with such speed’s . - :

commonplace about the craft, he decided to make a call to “They?" L e e & -‘
Incredible shape- of the “thing” or  the air tower: “It, maybe, Wm)Qows. Must be
“its terrifying velocity and metallic “Alert, please. Is there traffic they. Large Cl'aﬂ.Wlth personnel.” y
glow. Weeks later a tape of his below five thousand?” “No commercial air carrief pear | -
sraphic recital would testify to “No traffic." you, No Air Force transpgq:g V in

®

his perception and skill wigh “Traffic above me at five _ f""””"u'-'ﬂ'ff{"' Jru,L_'t',._-‘p /
$ ik
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Icontinued from page 35

hundreds of miles. Flight 229,
please state nature of this craft.
Only you change position and
altitude. Are you okay as to you

_right position and altitude?”

“Tower, it's gone, vanished.”

“In what direction is
unidentified craft moving away?”’

“Tower, it did not move away,
It no longer exists.”

“Please check this observation

-+229. Unknown craft must move

away in some, repeat some,
direction.”

“Green vapor directiy
overhead, tower. Now that’s
gone."”

“Now you are all clear, 2297
And there is no strange craft,
right? Could be miscalculation.
But did you hear a vibratory?”

“Tower, heard nothing but my
own sound”

Electrical phenomena, 229, .
perhaps. Ball lightning can do
strange things. Mirage not

‘uncommon with storm flare.”

“Storm flare far off to east,
tower. Not vapor trail, either.
Holy...here it comes from
southwest! All shiny and metallic.
My Cod, she comes at me.
Electrical stuff doesn’t have
portholes, Tower. And it's making
sharp turn downward at me,
Wait...let me —

Silence.

“229, come in. 229, answer
please.”

Silence., )

229, what are your
intentions?”

Intentions? Very early in his
flight training Valentich had
learned that rendering a sober
judgment of a flight observation
also offered evidence of a pilot’s
reliability and visual
sophistication. Although only A,
Valentich had been airborne for
two years and was respected by
air control men and air traffic
experts. Valentich had built up a
“good log” in towers from
Victoria to Tasmania; within
10,000 square miles he was
known as a meticulous spotter. In
fact, a spokesman for the
Australian Transport Department
paid Valentich the following
homage a few weeks after he
literally vanished from this earth:

38 UFO

“He was far more than a
qualified pilot. He was a
dedicated and vigilant observer.
His log was not one littered with
‘there’s a funny balloon out to the
east’ or ‘a flaming something’
without trying to describe what a
something is. He put objects in
flight under careful surveillance:
one could venture that Valentich
was almost scholarly in his visual
thinking.

“We recall conversations with
him in a flight room where, after
hearing a yarn about a ridiculous
sighting, he espoused a policy of
being a ‘master of the possible.’ |
remember his phrase. By that he
meant a possible object in the sky
could turn out to be probable if
given assessment from all human
resources.

“He emphasized he also didn't
believe putting anything one
doesn’t understand in the
crackpot file. It was his belief
that sure as hell he didn’t buy the
idea of interplanetary vehicles,
but it doesn’t mean proof is
lacking. In flight Valentich was
committed to a total estimate of
the situation. That’s why his
recordings of October 21, 1978
deserve thorough evaluation ”

At 7:07 P.M. Valentich had
indeed given the situation a total
estimation. Throttling down the

. Cessna, he maintained his course

but dropped to 3,000 feet. In a

flat, expressionless tone, he began

his log on the Melbourne tape.
“Tower, it is not an aircraft.

¥9e
Repeat, not aircraft known to u
Unidentified vehicle has a greeq
light at terminus of upper
cylinder, Outer projection
appears to be aluminum or som
other light metal. The windows -
are unmistakable and | see four
other lights from the interior. Ng
windows, some other observatioy
area. Tower, it is playing a gamd™
Able to become stationary while
at height of unmeasureable high
velocity. Now it’s flying past at
my fuselage on the right and no
more than 400 feet from my
position —"

229, are you on collision
course?”’

“No, it is still at my side. It can,
can hang motionless. . orbit over
and under me. Let me log —~

“Proceed, 229

“Wingless tube she js. Maybe
100 feet long, with a green blast}
sometimes green vapor. Thisa -
torpedo-type shape but so esst
distended it appears to have
outline of immense four-pointed 1
star. Repeat again nearest to
likeness of a massive cylinder anf
approximately twice the size of 1
standard 707, or a B-52.

229, you logged 100 feet in
length.”

“Tower, | log 100 feet length
approximate in one sighting. But
it dilates, it expands to huge size.
as | look at it.”

“Keep logging. But are you in
danger?” r—

“Not thinking that way Too
much unbelievable to look at”

MELBOURNE

APPROX. LAS
KNOWN PO

AUSTRALIA
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: "Ar‘ou in danger, 229? Shall
we send pursuit?”

““Here he comes from
southwest! Passing within 200 feet

overhead. Good god, my engine is -

— (thunderous roar drowns out
his words).

“Is this Mayday, 229"

“No, he’s gone eastward. But
engine stalled when he made last
pass...engine.now resumed
okay...and he’s coming right at
me again. Please check your
traffic scan. You must have a
craft in vicinity.”

“Nothing since your first 703
alert. Nothing now. Will order
pursuit.. .full scramble to 8 miles
over Bass at 3,000 altitude,
correct, 229? You are sure?
There’s zero pick-up of another
craft anywhere in your area, But
there was a noise —"’ :

“Unknown craft coming
straight at me! He’s hovering. ..it's
crazy. There he goes, but | can’t
lean on his bearing.. Why, he's
vanished.”

“There 1s no cratt, 229. Shall
we order for scramble?”

“Gone, | log...no sighting...I'm
alone at three thousand.”

“What's your intention now,
2291

“My intentions, ah,
keep on course to King Island. Do
you believe my log?”

“Sure do, we know it’s
Valentich.”

“Thank you, tower. Am -
proceeding at speed of 110 at

same course moving up to four

UFO PASSED
1.000 FEET
ABOVE g
PILOT
VALENTICH

MELBOURNE FLIGHT
SERVICE CONTROL
REPORTED NO AIR
TRAFFIC BELOW
§.000 FEET.

:a'f" . ’ |
'i i 1l 4.500

thousand. Wait...wait.. .engine
faltering...I've got rough idling,
she may conk. What the hell? Oh
(deleted) Oh (deleted) she’s
coming up from the rear at a
tremendous burst. . his green light
is all over here...she...he. . .it...it's
not aircraft...going up to five
thousand. . .six thousand...long
wingless metallic tube spouting
flame . .. | feel scorching . ..

| feel —"

229, we hear something
tearing . . . 2297 229, please
reply—"

In the tower at Moorabbin
Airport there was only silence.
For a moment the air traffic
controllers waited, stunned. It
seemed unearthly. On their
receivers they heard a loud
CRUNCH! followed by a second
detonating impact. It was the
unmistakable screech of metal in
collison with metal.

“Come in, 2297 Come in!” they
repeated, hearing only their own
breathing. The radar screen
seemed to mock them. The blip
that had been Valentich’s plane
simply vanished. The normal
order of radar evidence — blip
striking another blip to indicate a
two-plane catastrophe — did not
appear on the screen.

“And he didn’t go down!” cried
the chief controller.

“That smashing,” said the No. 2
man. “Not impact with water,
what?”

Later Australian Transport
spokesman Ken Williams summed
it up in a terse report.

“The Cessna was totally alone
over that sea area. We knew
precisely where Valentich had
been. It was a clear night. Very
little wind and no rain or fog.
Visual coverage for Valentich was

" clear for a hundred miles in all

directions. Assume the highly
unlikely situation the radar failed

‘to pick up a second craft.. how

could Valentich fail to perceive
that craft in perfect weather
conditions?”

Even as search planes roared

" into the night sky armed with

exact data as to Valentich's last
known position, Moorabbin
Airport technicians pored over
recent information they had been
inclined to disregard. From

October 18 to October 21 (only
five hours before the Cessna
disappeared) there had been 11
UFO sightings. The Royal
Australian Air Force confirmed
the burst of UFO activity. “Those
unexplained sightings occurred
over land and off-shore. We call
them reports of sightings,” the
cautious statement said.

Valentich's last cry of “engine
faltering!” was less of an enigma
to Australian air control than his
disappearance. They no longer
disregard reports of “sputterings”
or “temporary failure” of planes
in the vicinity of UFO sightings —
even though pilots of these
planes do not report a UFO
encounter.

A Civil Aviation spokesman
states: “UFOs over our territory
have been seen in conjunction
with electromagnetic interference,
radio blackouts, motor stallings,
air ionization and other odd
effects.

“Validity, some at least, could
be given to the likelihood of
UFOs. Something is hovering at
low altitudes or making vertical
ascents, descents, or orbiting at
tremendous speed. It is possible
that a UFO requires extra power
at such times, increasing the
electromagnetic interference.

“We reviewed hundreds of
cases — not aircraft related —
and there were automobile
engines stopping for no apparent
cause; radio and TV aerials
crippled; electric lights have
dimmed or gone out in cities,
towns and villages. But here’s the
mystery: the radio on pilot )
Valentich’s Cessna functioned
during close encounter. Indeed,
he radioed the object was as near
as 400 feet. Why then did his
radio perform up to that last
second of ‘I feel scorching!”
before he was gone from the
radar screen{

“And here we have the biggest
mystery: if his radio performed,
why was there a powerful
magnetic force to banish his
tormentor from the screen?

“Are there UFOs with
propulsion devices wiping out
evidence as it so pleases them?
Valentich radioed ‘It is playing a
lcontinued on page 80

UFO 37




A

lcontinued from page 37

. game,’ and who can dismiss it as

hysteria? His words may show us
that there may be little or nothing
for science to measure — no
material object to be picked up
by human instrumentation.
Nothing can be repeated for
study because nothing existed
but a force we cannot
explain...and the pilot’s
compliance with the duties of his
job. He saw it.”

For four days 18 military and
private planes roamed over
15,000 square miles of open sea.
The distance between Moorabbin
Airport and King Island is 130
miles. Three of the search craft
followed the exact course of the
vanished Cessna, circling and re-
circling over a small region where
Valentich would have come down
if he crashed. Again, the lost
pilot’s meticulous skill
contributed to the precision of
the three-plane search, criss-
crossing back and forth, dipping
to 150 feet, looking for wreckage,
anything. Ironically, Valentich’s
reportage on his final location
was so dependable that searchers
were able to focus on the exact
few thousand feet of sea.

Not a trace. -

On October 23rd — two days
later — a search plane spotted an
oil slick. It was a small patch,
slightly more than 50-by-50-foot.
A scoopful was picked up by a
gadget lowered to the sea from a
helicopter. A few fours later a
Melbourne laboratory positively
identified the fluid as tar
discharged by a freighter or some
other sea going vessel. No
airborne craft could have used it.

Shortly after 10 A.M. on
October 24, the telephone rang in
the main office of the Melbourne
Police Department. On the line
was bank executive Colin Morgan,
59, of Melbourne. His story
fascinated the officer who was
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LN ¥ - 7 * ]
oy 1 ey .‘l il .

. e

fielding dozens of calls from
people who believed they had
spotted the UFO. A tube without
wings | saw up there,” announced
Morgan. "My wife, tsabel, saw it,

- too. Metallic and bright, a green

light, perhaps green smoke, or
vapor.”

That did it. No exact
description of Valentich’s sighting
had been published in the
Melbourne press, nor had it been
broadcast over TV or radio.
Furthermore, Colin Morgan was a
particularly credible witness: a
distinguished member of the
community, assuredly
levelheaded, the vice president of
a bank. “Making a mistake is not
my business,” Morgan said later.

Morgan was right. When air
control sat down with him to
compare its confidential taping of
valentich with the banker’s
superb recital, they looked at him
admiringly. It was like holding a
mirror up to what the pilot
logged,” said a radio man at
Moorabbin Airport.

Of all 11 UFO sightings from
October 18 to October 21 —
three made by professional pilots
— none was as accurate as the
description given by Morgan
Others had chronicled a
“pulsating box* or still more
vaguely a “celestial craft” or a
“traveling illumination” or a
«greenish ferris wheel.” These
hazy recollections within 50 to
100 miles of Valentich’s actual
encounter tended to support
convictions that there had been
“unexplained sightings,” as the

. Royal Air Force put it. And these
reports had drifted in before the
news was flashed that Valentich
had disappeared.

Morgan’s deposition
dramatically confirmed what
Valentich logged at Moorabbin
Airport. |t was uncanny.

“What amazed me was the
timing,”” Morgan told interviewers.

e e




“When | read that the pilot's
sighting was at 7:03 | couldn’t

believe it. At the very moment

Valentich was reporting his

‘encounter with a UFO, Isabel and

I had synchronized our

watches, precisely at 7 P.M. It
was low and traveling at
unbelievable speed, cylinder
shape,no wings, rows of windows
and a greenish plume. Yes, it
locked like a four-pointed star
with green vapor streaming from
one of its points.” Shortly
thereafter, Morgan sketched what
he and his wife had seen. It fused
perfectly with the word picture
Valentich had logged on the
airport tape.

A keen-eyed citizen and his
wife had unerringly viewed what
Valentich had logged. But what
of the terrifying 1 feel a
scorching!” and the sickening
CRUNCH! as he vanished from
the radar screen? What was
Valentich’s fate? _

A scorching or burning trauma
is not an unfamiliar experience
for those who have had contact,
directly or indirectly, with UFOs.
UFO buffs are knowledgeable
about existing data, much of it
carefully documented, which
gives a full account of domestic
animals (horses, cows, sheep)
found burned to death after
strange flying craft visited the
vicinity. '

Still unsolved, for example, is
the 1967 case of the saddle pony
at the Harry King Ranch, San Luis
Valley, California, which was
literally incinerated (the skeleton
had been burned pink) shortly
after dozens of witnesses saw a
UFO traveling eastward over a
mountain while extending
antennae toward a pasture, Later,
the U.S. Forest Service reported
“high radioactivity” sweeping
outward some two city blocks
from the animals corpse. Similar
incidents have been reported
elsewhere.

In Miami, Florida, State and
local police still have no answer
to the bizarre “scorches” on the
skin of businessman Filiberto

+ Cardenas, 45, who vanished from

his car on January 9 this year and
was later found, bleeding and
seared on a road four miles from
where he had been abducted.
Three witnesses saw him plucked

upwards by a ““huge purple UtU”
Cardenas reported that the hands
reaching down for him from the
UFO were "hot as a furnace.”

There are countless other
stories from people burned by a
UFO encounter. Valentich’s
“scorching” experience is taken
seriously by investigators, among
them Cornell University scientists.
They are still probing the truth, or
untruth, of unexplainable ““radar
emissions from presumably
unknown flying craft.” Their link
with human flesh mutilations
defies analysis.

In Chile, where UFO sightings
are numerous, a Santiago team of
physicists offered this 1974
observation:

“A strong heating effect from a
UFO encounter could be
explained as a radar-type
emission. In part of the evidence
studied there is a possibility that
a UFO ’'heat effect’ is also
associated with a ‘UFO sound.” A
certain proportion of reports
include testimony of individuals
of ‘hearing’ the approach of a

‘UFO before it is seen. This

‘sound’ has been described as a
peculiar buzzing inside the head.
We should not discount the
stories of individuals,
furthermore, who say they felt the
extreme heat as some unknown
object descended on them.
Natural emissions with
extraordinary heat from a UFO
bear some similarity to radar
signals. :

“Many radar beams consist of a
series of electromagnetic pulses
transmitted intermittently. They
have a high power of
concentration in one direction —
with heat acceleration. When
there are strange interactions (a
burn or heat laceration not seen
previously) the individual who
suffers them should be listened to
carefully,

“A UFO burn could be a
reality.. .reality leading to a
confirmation of a true encounter.
And that high-heat encounter
could destroy its target.”

Was the searing fire that
enveloped Frederick Valentich’s
plane so volatile that it ignited
the Cessna’s metal structure?
Could he have vanished as a puff
of ash in the wind over the sea?
The answer remains to be found ==
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Turbocharged
1979 Bonanza

A NEW turbocharged Bonanza, desig-
nated the A36TC, is included in the
Beechcraft line for next year. Certifi-
cation is expected this month, and
deliveries will begin next year. Engine
is the 300 h.p. Continental TSIO-520-
UB, raising maximum certificated
altitude to 25,000ft, and gross weight
from the A36’s 3,6001b to 3,650Ib. The
diameter of the standard three-bladed
propeller is an inch smaller for re-
duced tip speed and noise, and for
greater ground clearance. The need
for cowl flaps is eliminated by a series
of louvres and gills, and the heater
has been redesigned and repositioned
to cope with the lower temperatures
at high altitudes.

Standard features on the A36TC,
as well as the A36, include a new
extended rear compartment for up
to 70lb baggage, and a new 15°
approach flap setting common to all
Bonanzas, identical with that of
the Baron models and allowing a
maximum extension speed of 152kt.
Also offered on all 1979 Bonanzas is
increased oxygen capacity, with the
choice of either a 49ft® or 76ft® system.
The A36, now in its 11th year, is cur-
rently top-selling Bonanza, although
the V-tailed V35 has now been going
for 32 years and passed the 10,000
mark in 1977.

Next year will see the Skipper,
Beech’s T-tailed two-seater, entering

service in the Beech Aero Club train-
ing package system, alongside the
Sundowner 180, retractable Sierra 200
and Duchess twin. The first produc
tion prototype Skipper flew in Sep-
tember, and it has since been joined
by another for flying towards certifi-
cation, expected in January. Skipper
production has begun at Beech’s
Liberal-based division, alongside Sun-
downer, Sierra and Duchess assembly
lines.

Sixty Duchesses had been delivered
up to September 30, with production
next year expected to exceed 200.
Three have gone to Canada and in
September one was flown 18,000 miles
to New Zealand. Beech has developed
a multi-engine course to complement
Duchess introduction at its 100 Aero
Clubs. The course covers complete
training for the private and commer-
cial pilot certificates and instrument
rating.

Cessna downed by UFQ?

A FULL-SCALE air and sea search
was mounted from Melbourne last
week for a Cessna 182 which dis
appeared after its pilot said he had
been buzzed by an unidentified object.

Frederick Valen-
tich was flying alone over the Bass
Strait when he told Melbourne air
traffic that he saw an object with
“four bright lights.” It initially passed
about 1,000ft above him, he said, at
a speed he could not estimate. Valen-
tich was at 4,500ft, and no other air-
craft were reported in the vicinity.

He later said he was orbiting, and
that the object, with “a green light
and sort of metallic light on the out-
side,” was orbiting above him. Shortly
afterwards he reported his engine
was rough-running, and said he was
proceeding to King Island with the
unknown aircraft still hovering over
him. After what was described as a
metallic noise on his transmission,
radio contact was lost. An oil slick
was later reported in the area, but
was thought to be too widespread to
have come from a light aircraft.
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Left Besides turbocharging, the A36TC also
has a new extended rear compartment for up
to 70Ib baggage. Below left Deliveries of the
Skipper should begin early next year

Prizegiving night at
the Royal Aero Club

THIS YEAR'S presentation of Royal
Aero Club medals by president HRH
the Prince of Wales takes place on
November 28 at the Royal Auto-
mobile Club. Awards to be presented
include the Britannia Trophy, Silver
and Bronze medals, the Prince of
Wales Cup, Breguet Trophy, FAI
Group Diploma, Tissandier and Mont-
golfier Diplomas and Nile Gold Medal.
The presentation will be at the RAC's
Mountbatten Suite, Pall Mall, London
SWI. Tickets, at £6-50, are available
from the Royal Aero Club Social Sec
retary, John Morgan, at 47 Curzon
Street, London W1.

Development plans
under consideration
for Kent airfield

KENT County Council may develop
West Malling airfield to cater for air-
taxi and other types of business and
private flying. Leader of the County
Council, John Grugeon, stresses that
this is only one of the options being
considered. Others include housing,
industrial and recreational schemes,
The Council is still a long way from
imaking any firm decisions, and is
keeping in close touch with the local
district councils. An aviation consul-
tancy has prepared a full report on
the airfield. The Council emphasises
that recreational flying, especially
training circuits, and scheduled air
services are not included in its plans.

Chipmunk Club’s second
year

THE British-based DHC-1 Chipmunk
Club has just celebrated its first
birthday, and already has some 100
members in  Australia, Iceland,
Nigeria, North America and Europe.
Several joined after reading about
the club in Flight, and secretary
Ralph Steiner writes to welcome
other readers who may be Chipmunk
owners, pilots or simply enthusiasts.
Contact him at Soller, Barnet Road,
Arkley, Herts.
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Suggested reply herewith. 4}/2’/,-‘ adelpiRt 4779
\ His Cc.C. Secretary
p 'pt7// _ Dep Sec (A0)
P d e/ FAS(AO0)

Director Vic/Tas
( G.V. Hughes ) Parliament'House/

Assistant Secretary CANBERRA, ACT 2
(Air Safety Investigation) T 600
Private Secretary
Dear Dr Caass, , MLS .

I refer to your personal representations on behalf of
Mr Guido Valentich of 18 Arven Avenue, Avondale Heights, whose son
disappeared whilst piloting an aircraft across Bass Strait on
21 October 1978.

My Department was, of course, responsible for the search
action which took place when it became known that the aircraft was
missing., Additionally, the Air Safety Investigation Branch of my
Department commenced an investigation at that time into the circum-
stances which led to the disappearance of the aircraft., This invest-
igation has not yet been completed but, in the absence of any trace
of the aircraft or the pilot, it seems unlikely that it will be
possible to determine the reason for the disappearance. Responsibility
for investigation of reports concerning "Unidentified Flying Objects"
is that of the Royal Australian Air Force and my Department has
liaised with the RAAF concermning those aspects of the occurrence.

Mr Valentich had contact with the Rescue Co-ordination
Centre (RCC) at Melbourne Airport on each day of the search for the
missing aircraft and was given details of the search action completed
and intended. A few days after the search was abandoned, he visited
the RCC and was given an extensive briefing of the complete search
operation. At about this time he also visited the Regional Office of
my Department to assist the investigation and the responsible air
safety investigation officer advised him of the progress of the
investigation at that time. Subsequently, he made two further visits
and several telephone calls to the Regional Office for discussions
with air safety investigation officers and on each occasion was
advised of the progress of the investigation. It is understood that
he has also had contact with the RAAF concerning the U.F.0. aspects
of the occurrence. )

It is believed that Mr Valentich has been informed of all
relevant information known to my Department in respect of this
unfortunate occurrence and, of course, if any trace of his son or the
missing eircraft is discovered in the future, he will be informed
accordingly. In the meantime, if there is any specific aspect of the
occurrence in respect of which Mr Valentich requires further information,

any request made by him to my Department will again be treated very
sympathetically. -

Yours sincerely,

( P.Je. Nixon )

The Hon. M.H. Cass, M.P.
Parliament House,
CANBERRA, ACT 2600
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Dear Mr Keane,

In your letter of 12 January you asked several
questions about the Cape Otway Light and the Cape Wickham
Light. The attached sheet tabulates the answers to those
questions.

Your 10 January letter asks about public access
to the file on the missing aircraft, VH-DSJ. The Air Safety
Investigation Branch of the Department of Transport is charged
with the investigation of occurrences which affect, or could
affect, air safety. The purpose of these investigations is to
help us all to prevent or avoid air accidents in the future.
The material gathered in the course of our investigations is
freely given to us on the understanding that we will treat it
as confidential and use it solely for the purposes of accident
prevention.

With regard to your other question, please be
advised that the investigation into this occurrence is contin-
and the Department has not released a report of the

investigation.

Yours sincerely,
(I.S. Smith)
for Director

Mr Peter G. Keane,
55 Greville Avenue,
FLINDERS PARK, S.A. 5025.

Att




A,

Otway Wickham Units
INTENSITY - White 1,000,000 550,000 Candela
-~ Red 250,000 - "
RANGE - Nominal -~ white 26 24 Naut, Miles
Nominal - red 22 - -
Geographical - red/ 24 23 -
white
CHARACTERISTICS
on 0.1 o Seconds
off 2.6 2.9 "
on. 0.1 0.1 "
off 2.6 6.9 -
Dn 001 - "
off 12.5 - "
Total Cycle 18.0 10.0 "
POSITION - Lat. 38° 39°
B Sl aBop Sth
Long. 143° 143°
30.8¢ 56,9  bast
ELEVATION 91 85 Metres
HEIGHT OF TOWER 19 48 "
SHAPE, COLOUR, MATERIAL - Both are round, white, stone towers.
GLAZED TION - Diameter 5.7 3.7 Metres
Height 3.0 3.0 "
ON Manually Photoelectric
15 mins
before
sunset
OFF Manually at

sunset
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GVH:MCS 2.3.79. 7{

V116/783/1047

Dear Mr Valentich,

In your letter of 8 January 1979 you asked me
if I could provide you with a copy of the radio trans-
missions made by your son during the flight which terminated
in his disappearance on 21 October 1978.

It is the normal policy of this Department to
treat all recorded radio communications as confidential.
However, in this case, I am very happy to give you a taped
copy of your son's voice to have as a keepsake.

I would ask you, however, in view of the art-
ment's firm policy of confidentiality, to confine the hearing
of the tape to your family for the specific purpose stated in
your letter.

Please acoogt my sincere wishes that the disappear-
ance of your son will be resolved without further distress to
you and your family.

Yours faithfully,

A/g Director

Mr G. Valentich,
18 Arvern Avenue,

AVONDALE HEIGHTS, VIC. 3034.
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Dear lMr Keane,

i' oy -
Your letters of the 10th and 12 of Jamuary have been received and the
matters you raised are receiving our attention.

I apologise for the delay in acknowledging your correspondence and thank
you feor your courtesy in enclosing stanped addressed envelopes, However, please
be advised that these are not necessary when corresponding with an Australian
Government department.

Yours faithfully,

(I.5. Smith)
for Director

Peter G, Keane,
55 Grenville Ave,
FLINDERS PARE, S.A, 5025

# D o, adducued ousdos ouclated .
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Please see folio 75.

2

This Branch is not really compet@nt to answer
lMr Keame's questions and we would appreciate you
providing the required information where possible,

D.o.T. 1962




~ Dear Sir,

-G AEAHA M '_ 55 Greville Ave
Adelaide S.A.

This is by way of an enquiry into the mainlight at Cape Otway light-

house.

The purpose of this letter is to obtain any information on the follow=-

ing that you care to release for an investigation into the alleged
"UFQ" related incident involving the disappearance of the Cessna I82

on Octe2Ist:

A) VWhat is the exact power output of the Cape Otway light?

B) Exactly how far can this light be seen?

C) What are,the colours of the light and the exact duration of its
revolutions?

D) what is the position of the lighthouse/height/width/no.of windows/

colouring/etec.?

E) When does the light begin operation each day?

F) Do you have the same information on the above.5 queries on the
Cape Wickham lighthouse,King Island,and if so could you please
supply it%

G) Any information that you may deem relevant to ny study.

Any information that you supply is greatly appreciated and will
benefit my study.

The lighthouse keepers at Cape Otway and Cape Wickham have both
provided helpful information but I seek more detailed data on the

above gqueries.

In hoping that you will assist,I am sincerely,

e

) 1 Peter G.Keane,

,  Jan.I2th,1979  ~ (047 FES IO o b, Potor C.Toame 4

SNt a2 1AR 1970 Flinders Park 5025
/ AN 1)/ 7




Jan.I0th Peter (,Keane

TRRTE ) {1979 55 greville ave
Al WY Lol Flinders Park 5025
’ Dear lMir Smith, adelaide 8.4,

L W

Your assistance in earlier enquiries has been very helpful

but I must make one final query; is the file on the valen=

tich disappearance available to the public or has any inv-
estigation by the Dept. of Transport or analogous organis- |
ations been released,that I may obtain,.

I'will be glad to pay any postage fees/reproduction fees

and whatever else remittance is necessary upon notification '
as to these needs.

In hoping that you will assist,I am sincerely, /

A7 A

Peter G.Keane,

€
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RRC:CS  13/12/78

V116/783/1047

Dear Madam,

Your letter dated 5 December 1978 re
accident to VH-DSJ ham been received and you can
expect a reply shortly.

Yours faithfully,

n

&

I.S. Smith
for Director

Ms J. BmOk!.
31 Avenue Street,
MILLSWOOD. S.A. 5034
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V116/783/1047

DQ“ h- le“e'

The purpose of our analysis of the oil slick sample taken from
Bass Strait during the search for missing Cessna 182 aircraft, VH-DSJ,
was to determine:

1 4if the sample was of an aviation type fuel or lubricant and

2 if it was, then was it from the missing aircrafi.

Results of the analysis by the Materials Reésearch Laboratories _ ?
indicated that the sample was consistant with bunkering fusl oil and b |
not, gasoline or lubricating oil. This result negated any requirement for further ‘
-u.'lnu as a "scoop" method was to recover of the sample, it contained

& very limited amount of the hydrocarbon base material and therc is no
residue for other analysis.

o When the sample yas taken from the oil slick it was located at
39719 South Latitude 144°01' Last Bongitude. To date no wreckage of this .
aircraft bhas been sighted op recovered.

Yours siacerely,

I\

i
(1.8, Smith)
for Director

Mr. Peter G. Keane,
55 Greville Avenue,
Flinders Park,
ADELAIDE. S.A. 5025
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Peter G.Keane /

28/11/78 55 greville Ave ?
Flinders pPark 5025

' 5 NOV 19?8 Adelaide 5.4,
N Dear mr Smith,

I have received your letter dated the 27th(refer.VII6/783/I047)
regarding an earlier enquiry into the oil sample obtained from
the Bass Strait.

The information you supplied,while appreciated,is not sufficient
for my purpose which is to obtain detailed information on various

B

aspects of the missing pilot incident including the findings on

all wreakage and material thought to have come from the missing
plane.
1 wish to obtain a chemical analysis of the sample taken;is this
available?
Similarly,is information on the exact whereabouts of the oil-

‘ slick found,available?

In hoping that you will assist my enquiries,l thank you.

Yours sincerely,

{;ﬁé«—w—-—-;—r1

Peter G.Keane,.

o bed  addirecie

r

’ §
' Laje/ohe Ve iy vine o\

o
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE .’\/“L - 7\6 3= ’ O\{ﬂ
MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES {FILE e ,
CORDITE AVENUE, MARIBYRNONG, VICTORIA : /“‘, [

P.O. BOX 50, ASCOT VALE, VIC., 3032
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE

¢

-0
Telephone 31 7222, Ext. Our Reference: Date: lg \{OV 1972

Director,

Department of Transport,

Transport House,

108 Lonsdale Street,

MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S. Smith)

Your Reference: V116/783/1047

Water Samples ex Bass Strait

The samples were solvent extracted to remove any hydrocarbon-based
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry.

Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil,
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials
and hence could not be attributed to either.

The difficulty of sampling an o0il slick of this nature which
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage.

In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company.

e
UMMINS)=
for Chief Superintendent




IS5:C8 27/11/178

V116/783/ oy

Dear Mr, Keane,

The Materials Research Laboratories analysed
a water/oil sample obtained from Bass Strait at the
request of The Department of Transport and they have
referred your letter to this office.

It was determined that the oil contained
in the water sample was fuel oil and not of the
type used in the missing aircraft.

Yours faithfully,

F\\ /
N, o,

I.5. Smith
for Director

Peter G, Keane,

55 Greville Avenue,
Flinders Park,
Adelaide. S.A. 5025

DESPATCHED 1
| DKTE DESPATOHED

UPROGEDURE. o A

67
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE AT

llr
o 5" MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES

3]

; ’ul)‘

5 AUSTB!XI! CORDITE AVENUE, MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA
Ry P.O. BOX 50, ASCOT VALE, VIC., 3032

TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE

Telephone 31 7222, Ext. Our Reference: T/3/1 Date: ]l} NUV 1978

Mr I. Smith

Superintendent, Air Safety Investigation
Department of Transport

108 Lonsdale Street

MELBOURNE. NVIC. 3000.

Dear Mr Smith,

I have received correspondence from a Mr Keane of
Flinders Park, Adelaide concerning enquiries into the disappearance
of the Cessna 182 on October 21. Since these Laboratories
are not in a position to release the results of an investigation
undertaken for your Department, I enclose Mr Keane's letter for
your attention.

Yours sincerely,

(P. DUNN)
Acting Chief Superintendent
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PRG:CS  24/11/78

DESPATCHLD
DATE DEW!@DNUV 1978
PROGEDURE

OoNv

V116/783/1047

COMMAND INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
HEADQUARTERS SUPPORT COMMAND
RAAT

VICTORIA BARRACKS

MELBOURNE. VIC. 3004

(Attention: Sqn Ldr T. Filing)
MISSING AIRCRAFT : CESSNA 182 VH-DSJ ON 21.10,78

A recent letter to you (V116/783/1047 of 23.11.78)refers),
concerning missing aireraft VH=-DSJ and other matters, was despatched
without the mentioned attachments.

These attachments are included with this letter for your

attention.
Gl".‘ g j
o¢) >
1.8, SMITH
for DIRECTOR
ATT.







REPORT OF URUSUAL ARRIAL STGHTINGS

Part 1 - Renort by Observer

1 Name of Observer L] ’3 [/l‘?'/TD!'/."h;"/V/ Age 5(“
saavess __ ¥  CASTLETON KD i
\./ (&0 B4s/K State Vi C _ Post Code SO /ﬂf—
Occupation - &, LCHER

Telephone No, (home) %3 7 203/ (Business) 35 //((Zr
24 2e Exact location of ohserver (A -/(//—{é Crrgy ©Ceh v/
j%}uf/j:7
be Obgerver!s familiarity with the location /ﬁ;a:/: 5
3 Start of observation: Date 2/ [0'2 2 Time/_;E‘[gfi ?- oo .amfpm
End of observation: Date X[ (0 - /¥ Timeai‘-&' i 740  exifpm
e Accuracy of date L//I Tine oo

De General weather conditions of time of observaﬁon, referring to cloud,

n;.uu., visibiis Ty e tCe (__‘\C_iﬂg_, )7(‘-" ‘:i.}.L___{_tFI‘.L—-—-—-—.—

T
»SQ'NS("Y' -§Ci'ifr_: ﬁﬁﬂlﬂ‘) C‘/’ S s 1T
i
6e ae In vhat direction was the gighting first obzerved?
: 90° o
Da At what angle to the horizon? 5

/7).5 -’ﬂ{( f’o;ﬁ() W 4S fuuL

L cpnN orneY QUE AHe Dr/"ruf'o{?‘a '(’ ot (AST &
M’M?i“—( M(mﬂ/du/ s ouT o SW% .

In what direction was the sighting last observed?
0° s
WE  HA D NG Cezar yiew o f—7 ( Heri2on/ Dee To
i / i
[HE ""}7’1 LOHCH NG, NiCHT . HowSJEr A it

/“’f’jc {71,{/.. CeeseTo
/R ¢ §(,/—'J’¢ ’-?f'f ST SEHTING o T Arf—é'r 5( M w 15 A1 A Consina

HC‘ML(‘I{ gb{'f /7L'r A AONWEL AANSCe Hﬁ/\/ /(‘f-l ‘h\éngbﬁ'(‘) fl/l_‘-’t.f—r\'?!—c)/ vy el e]
v 1Perofigry & T0 B3¢ SEuTeD

8, ‘Estimate of distance and/or altitude from observer
5 :
A,
G. Hovw were the znswers to gquestions 6, 7 and 8. a asgegsed, a,.c. Were aids

ox equw*wenu used during the .:...Q‘hull’l"" /? AL & ‘5/ S{EH T

F
f - T b 2 ] o .
IVTH g EQULIMOT o #Ed

/ 10. Tescribe




10,

11e

r-o2vo

Describe the object(e)/light(s) as follews :
a. number O/c/'—;

DY Wir€ Suyn A BAUCHT WelTE ALGT Wirld C..‘:.b‘wae-f)-"‘,,;YS
by colourd  Spwv T Bucdr Lictfi WHILIH SEEMED Te BF CREEA LD »

c. size HBeut 41(:’ SIRE of Ve s,
d. shape é’ oun/

e, brightness (relative to full moon/star) Fusi Aoep! -

P v e .
% movement/directicn of travel AT [utriGeces A COoHasT

COULD wNoT TEte |- Mpuine /Qn'&/zog on_ Rz Y fricem CossT.
/

g sound /t one -

h. speed £ U\,_{’_‘(Ib St ing

i, method of propulsisn (dn/ IIN'()N;/

Y mamner of disappearance LU..: STe {Lf/f IATCH .

as Narrative description of the sighting and any unusual
features or additional comments

I Wit Dhwive  fltone z//f:,/cf GRANAT Ol
D Berweenw WYE Ry  alowwe, WE
46‘//( W \/L’ A1 /’r/}ﬂcm‘ f’-s‘},k‘ o f-ﬂ?f:(vcfa
Zan K(rtvw TR 740 s, LIS WIFE Bicucat
/G ) ATenTie N # AICIH{’ Cut 4o S

W HicH g SHE ’Da"schujt"b AS A Fyire BT se

A0 ASC

M Sécmed /ijw’Dq— /be-?’uw Twe Ser) ?Quf;\/fffr’
,1’/(/1/ Atsé . ""/Sfcc,;wt el AHe NATUR z/ [ie
Lorp L Woc unsne 10 <00k fir

30 sas W O mMvute. BT At Aoms Tuc
LTl  Séemud Ao Ge 5717?"!3)/ e 5!;/

- " e s X e :
dr'VD - SH4D ik ’ﬁ-{f&(él—t?’ (T V28 A /f"“fﬂ:‘f?’.f.ﬁﬂi-ﬁ

& We  STHD WG, AT AHE Aime THIS

L\,fﬁu a0 PP ~NeT C(:/L—\/-”f.(’/'ic?/ _g,,f /J//

i /be Didzram

V¥ o - . s
i Butr e SD WHAT GLsé CoutD (T BE




-3 -

be Diagram or sketch of sighting (if possible)

12, Have you afy photographs of the sighting, or is there any physical
evidence of fragments, scorching or ground indentations?
|~

NO

135 How many other witnesses wers there to the sighting?
(Please provide names and addresses i pessible)

/‘Hf 8_ Hrf/\Du:-J;f’/v/

@ B ;
& chasfien fO

14 Have you proviously made a2ay reports to official autnorities or UFOQ
organizations regarding unusual aerial sightings? If so, give
brief details of dates and circumstances,

NO

55

J /
\’ ~x ‘{J{’ /'_" L eld :_ e

-

;-

Date «2" f/ . }‘é Signature

bap
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149 Essex Street,

Pascoe Vale Jo4y,
™ Ockober Y1g.

Me. P, Gralam

Ao 5.{«0% wwh.ﬂdm Browmck,
Regeonal Headguatters,

108 Lowsdale Sheck,

MeMsowme .

Do i

T response fo your Mequestfora arcHew r«feﬁ'eg " tsno;t rFﬁ]fdﬂdVdM
T hove gusewthe meser much Hiowghk ond hove whbviupted fo set m%e relevant pets subseqeit
agsesswewk aud commats w o loawyl SeQuenee.

T o (st woduced fo Fred shout a year ago by SadR R F. Groly whio lbkmdsu(
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Thatd evenw Iswaa»Lou.r wd&’-}ml Ho.u{;(mdetm aek
sccepted ot RARE aurcress cwxclm wasded do persue q.wJAuMd:{dm& cadedr, :

P(gq--uwl—&.fsf nqu;l-w\j he rz.&ulu'(a athonded Sq_,w&m HMJQ:)M'{QS w & cwliain
OOfMV‘b uiof[lm‘g wokhowl MG“‘MMMLU owk accgfho( who Sﬂadxms\‘u&( as an Avman.
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gulew oy

He satfor all s cpL exammarkons ede-Hua yeor, aud as he fecded all of Hhem
he ashed \.F T usould Huskor fuum . Atog b relwch sk dj'uﬂr because of- Mdsmtﬁt & sporefune,
Ia.erqul'k: wssst bum Wtaw#w\ amf Wn@' Fw{inqm He become a l'%ulw
o{luumuwhr-’wm\ghme ml,mgmg hs yoomg fuw susters amd o couple of tumes his ga'l
frand Muss Rumnela Ruaslofon.

OwHhe basis o my wveluoemont woth Fred ag brefly motuned sheve , My
Wwwmf { haw s u-ﬁlms
(i) He alooys dewonsiated MPMSJ:;L’B towards s dwlj ond shher uv(l'.ga;d%"'o .

LrMMWV&JW\IGm{MSwWSMMS home . le sometumes -Hatmr.r#
s M’%”WW whaoh mdicated @ h&fm&&h b dude dsward the
command s om avtorodt .

@ Hewss always Sriedly, neotly dressed, ond wms of subec haboks . Ushalst e ey
conpany he Mdﬂ had mote Hiom me alcciwl\.c il i am W“‘J T never heard
Mldmt_ comment WOGS@(J ™ ‘u.s dd‘whm_q 'WLU"'S /
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(2lg

(i) As wdic whed obtve, he aﬂnwfu( {o be ewthuswastie obvwt his work be, M—M@M{w
omd w "y howe. He ﬁ!{_wﬁl:j speke = gtﬂwg an wsirowent rdmj amd Ham
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stomdard wus teasmehle , spelhng excepted ; oF Sag poor. (Shew vorrkung Hurough
maigeokion problems T put his frepoech mistakes dovm fo wapehemce and the decsrs fo gob
has exams overamd dome wobh.

v) kshwdmﬂ%%ﬂ@dﬁ% Mw‘g ™ one teeasum cam I reced] s
mohw g o« Amgmd comment abowk wmy posson. Theot wms as ¢ reukt of s Teff e
Cottd dﬂw&bm Mm3 om ASIR ahsukHhe way wm which he made am aﬁuo-d\
awnd loaclumg ok Wonrablow eftera fight. Hewus quole anncyed, an adasent that he
hulo?um-( w aceordamce v oth the currewt Ams.

(v %Suuwj s PHOM'! JAscuprL aud From ot he fodd we alosukHie Wﬁ he conducted
haself w the our, T belwse ok he wus developung o hesthley fligh-discupame . s bet
Fght ol«&uphucmd mmwkf are pot sukjecls of wane | T ook every owcrhmij-!-o
advise m w Hhodt nﬂud

i)  In Summaly T would souy ot he was Wﬁsmd'& a “hattler' MM he had
+Hhe ddﬁmwa){wn amd SM to achuieve lM.S gbd-l -d- MMNCAA(. PJG"‘

T must admok fo exdreme Mafpw\‘ﬂ‘w"m hearwmg from you 40:143 M"}fu' '
al..;;[ wot pass Hee hoo exams he sd&'or i miohaewr, ot because l\'»@;(b[ 4'{10'1, buok brconsg when T
retwined QGm Mc w wand Septewber he romg e +o SagM he hod Pﬂssd%e RXamS. HMu;\j
read my commewts wm-the above pmrodmfks gouwll seethat T wust cegand Fred's appatent
dushumesty as bewg completely st of character.
T o wonder q; he wos ashawed f;md- lwlm_j Fqu:l Hhe examg Fess‘.lub
Pulmmj Fhat he would newver gok hes cpL. Becomse Qveryme [»Ml‘ﬁ\qu( Hhe same lmjl\, a?mm\ .g.
huwn ,was he a.a.uool achor ! Dl kc heve o splid fmsmﬂog? Cm.ld he l\Me.de been vustable ?
T Vs of ths, 463&’4« wbh hus wgshxm wafwuce. o oF wh oy
sgn\&caww e Suied @{MMJ s oxams he amd Rhonda, lao ko bedtes of wwe o
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DAILY NOTE

MISSING CESSNA 182 VH-DSJ - BASS STRAIT

. FOLLOWING INTENDED TO ASSBIST IN ANSWERING ANY POSSSIBLE
QUESTIONS AND IS SUPPLEMENTARY TO MY INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF
23 OCTOBER.

. DETAILS OF RELEVANT SECTION OF PRELIMINARY TRANSCRIPT FROM
MELBOURNE FLIGHT SERVICE RECORDING ARE AS FOLLOWS!

TIME N FROE_-_-IE__
0906:14 DSJ F8
FS8 DSJ
D8J FS8
090644 F8 D8J
DSJ F8
0907 F8 D8J
0907:31 DsJ F8
FS DSJ
D8J FS
FS DSJ
0%08:18 b8J FS§
FS D8J
0908141 s -

MELBOURNE THIS IS DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS
THERE ANY KNOWN TRAFFIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I AM: SEEMS (TO) BE A
LARGE AIRCRAFTy BELOW FIVE THOUSAND

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT
18 IT7

DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS FOUR
BRIGHTs IT SEEMS TO ME LIKE LANDING LIGHTS

DELTA SIERRA JULIET
MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE
AIRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER ME AT LEAST A
THOUSAND FEET ABOVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED?

ER UNKNOWNs DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING
IS THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY?

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY

MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST
TOWARDS ME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET
(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS)
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0%08:18

0908:41
0908:48

0909

0909:27

0909:42

0910

0910:19

0910:46

0911

0911:50

F8

DsJ

FS

DsJ

FS8

D8J

F8

DsJ

F8

DsJ

F8

DsJ

F8

D8J

F8

DSJ

F8
D8J

F8

D8J

FS

D8J
F8

DSJ

F8
D8J

F8

DSJ

DSJ

FS

DSsJ
FS

bsJ

F8

DSJ
F8
D8J

FS
DSJ
F8

DSJ

F8

DsJ

FS

D8J
F8

DsJ
FS
DSJ

F8
D8J

F8

bsJ
Fs

DSJ

F8

THUUSAND FEET ABOVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND IT IS A LARGE
AIRCRAFT CONFIRMED?

ER UNKNOWN» DUE TO THE SPEED ITS TRAVELLING
I8 THERE ANY AIRFORCE AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY?

DELTA SIERRA JULIET NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY

MELBOURNE ITS APPROACHING NOW FROM DUE EAST
TOWARDS ME

DELTA SIERRA JULIET
(OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE'S
FLYING OVER ME TWO THREE TIMES AT A TIME AT
SPEEDS I COULD NOT IDENTIFY

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT IS YOUR ACTUAL
LEVEL

MY LEVEL IS FOUR AND A HALF THOUSAND FOUR
FIVE ZERO ZERO

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AND YOU CONFIRM YOU CANNOT
IDENTIFY THE AIRCRAFT

AFFIRMATIVE
DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER STANDBY

MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET ITS NOT AN
AIRCRAFT IT IS (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR TWO
SECONDS)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE
THE ER AIRCRAFT?

DELTA SIERRA JULIET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A
LONG SHAPE (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE SECONDS)
(CANNOT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS

SUCH SPEED) (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR THREE
SECONDS) BEFORE ME RIGHT NOW MELBOURNE.

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER AND HOW LARGE
WOULD THE ER OBJECT BE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE IT SEEMS LIKE
ITS STATIONARY WHAT IM DOING RIGHT NOW I8
ORBITING AND THE THING IS JUST ORBITING ON

TOP OF ME ALSOsy ITS GOT A GREEN LIGHT AND SORT
OF METALLIC (LIKE) ITS ALL SHINY (ON) THE
OUTSIDE.

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR FIVE
SECONDS) ITS JUST VANISHED

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

MELBOURNE WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND

OF AIRCRAFT IVE GOT IS IT (A TYPE) MILITARY
AIRCRAFT?

DELTA SIERRA JULIET CONFIRM THE ER AIRCRAFT
JUBT VANISHED

SAY AGAIN

DELTA SIERRA JULIET IS THE AIRCRAFT STILL
WITH YoUu

DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) (OPEN
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING
FROM THE SOUTHWEST

DELTA SIERRA JULIET

DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS8 1S ROUGH
IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING)

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS

MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH
MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS8 HOVERING
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DSJ F8  DELTA SIERRA JULIET (ITS AH NOR) (OPEN
MICROPHONE FOR TWO SECONDS) NOW APPROACHING
FROM THE SOUTHWEST

FS DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0911:50 DSJ F8 DELTA SIERRA JULIET THE ENGINE IS IS ROUGH

IDLING IVE GOT IT SET AT TWENTY THREE TWENTY
FOUR AND THE THING IS (COUGHING)

F§ DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGER WHAT ARE YOUR
INTENTIONS
D8J F8 MY INTENTIONS ARE AH TO GO TO KING ISLAND AH

MELBOURNE THAT STRANGE AIRCRAFT IS8 HOVERING
ON TOP OF ME AGAIN (IT (OPEN MICROPHONE FOR
TWO SECONDS) 1S HOVERING AND ITS NOT AN

AIRCRAFT
F8 DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET
0912:28 DSJ F8 DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE (OPEN

MICROPHONE FOR SEVENTEEN SECONDS)

. THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF BIGHTING OF AN OIL SLICK IN THE
- GENERAL AREA
- ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN HAND WHICH SHOULD ALLOW POSITIVE
IDENTIFICATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THIS OIL COULD HAVE COME
FROM AN AIRCRAFT.

. NUMEROUS AVENUES OF INVESTIGATION ARE BEING FOLLOWED»
INCLUDING
| = DETAILED STUDY OF THE FLIGHT SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS TAPES
- HUMAN FACTORS ASPECTS INCLUDING
| ¢t NEWSPAPER REPORTS AND MEDIA INTERVIEWS INDICATE POSSIBILITY
‘ OF PILOT PRE-DISPOSITION TOWARDS UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
OBJECTS
: IT 18 REPORTED THAT HE BELIEVED IN SUCH PHENOMENA
= THE METEOROLOGICAL ASTRONOMICAL AND ATMOSPHERIC ASPECTS
: RECOGNISING ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY LAST LIGHT
THE SERVICEABILITY OF THE AIRCRAFT
¢t AIRCRAFT HAD UNDERGONE 100 HOURLY INSPECTION LAST FRIDAY
(20 OCTOBER)
t THIS WAS FIRST FLIGHT APART FROM A 25 MINUTE TEST FLIGHT
FULL INVESTIGATION OF THE PLANNING OF THE FLIGHT
HISTORY OF THE PILOT
¢ INCLUDING REFERENCE TO INSTRUCTORS
: WITH OBJECT OF DETERMINING TYPE OF PERSON CONCERNED
! KNOWN TO HOLD UNRESTRICTED PRIVATE PILOT LICENCE WITH
‘ CLASS 4 INSTRUMENT RATING (NIGHT VMC) TOTAL EXPERIENCE
1 APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS
SHIP REPORTS DETERMINE LIKLIHOOD OF SIGNIFICANT VESSELS
BEING IN THE AREA IN QUESTION.

B IT I8 RELEVANT THAT INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS OF UNIDENTIFIED
FLYING OBJECTS RESTS WITH YOUR COLLEAGUE THE MINISTER FOR
DEFENCE
= YOU MAY CARE TO GIVE HIM A COPY OF THIS MESSAGE
- APPROPRIATE OFFICERS AT THE WORKING LEVEL OF THE RAAF HAVE

ALREADY BEEN INFORMED.

NNNNSENT:~ 241306) - AE S T »
TRANS AA30260
TRANS AA30276

T
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V116/783/1047

THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR
BUREAU OF

P.0, BOX 1636M
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

188/JN

DESPAICHED WiiouT FiE |

GATE DESPATRHEL,
30 0CT 1978

FROEDLIRE.

AETIEN BRislM,

O|M .

ACTIRY BFHLEMB)

FILE BUMBER TTHIS oy
&
’ LBBATION 8¢ FULE. s

MISSING AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ OVER BASS STRAIT ON 21,10,78

A. (e mnlmrm s
vieibili the area as could see Cape light while
mnhxnﬂ)nlndﬂ!nhm Other fron
persons on the mainland near Cape Otway reported no low a higher
layer and goed visibility although hazy to sea,
3 Request a full appreciation of the weather conditions existing
at the time of this flight over the proposed route, Al the aircraft
at 4500 feet and passing Cape Otway, winds to 1 feet within

30/10/78

-
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Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

» King 18e . Date...21/10/19T8  1ocal Time 1992 .
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking...Cessna 182 VH=DSJ  PILOT: Name and Initials.. VALENTICH, Fy

OWNERIOPERATOR.....MEE...%!..M_.._"..‘..........,..A,,..........FL[GHT CATEGORY: (underline) VER
. IFR

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION. Cape Otway-

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Brivate Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure point... . Moorabbin First point of intended landing .. Xing I8e  Fit. No.........
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report INO. (UE SRDUCARIEY..... ..o issutcnne b s e i e 08
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

1e. A% 210819 GuT, VE-DSJ departed Moorabbin for King Island on a VFR/NV flight to

mxm.mmmcmmnqsoomhmmmmmqmm,

.. A%0906% DSJ requested information of aw traffic in ares since he could see lightse
‘m pilot continued to report lights near him until 0911} when he reported an enk:

rough running problem with the intention of continuing to King Islands The Alort th
was_ du;md ahd Aerodrome Emergency Procedures activated at King Island,  King Island
.3 M 0912& raddo. mm Wl un muh m. mmmmmmm
.mm..nmm..ni..;tm...ﬁg..,.mtﬂ.x..,tho...lm...lml...toxt.mntm...mmﬂon
with Melbourne Fligh% Service in the area, this might have been indicative of losing
altitude,

4o .The mnm- !Mn was MLAM qt 093,1 with tho non. mm of DBJ -t nna I-hnd-
Se...An Air/Sea/Ground sesrch was mounted immediately with the first sireraft departing
October with no wreckage e et N G I o L R T she L S

6s... VWeather conditions in the ares were reported as exdellent with little or no cloud,

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Dear Sit/Madam, s s Region
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning............

For future reference it has been allocated No

Yours faithfully
Date / /

DOT 225 P

For Director




of .Cape. Wiokhan, at. 3000 £t, a wisibility of about 60 Me.. ... ...

- Suneet. ot - Cope Oy MBS &8 O8500. .. ... ... et e e AR
JE-30000 08 D000 DT N0 A8 BPBYA ...t i SR ST R
Muuuuemhtmmmhumudnamcmdﬂﬂnu‘-m-

of 25" aprroximatody e o

..8lick and debrie for retrievale .. ...
..--.(h) ........ When light aireraft, without integral navigation ml-l.
mmmmmman‘tofmwmuamu ..................................
_.fix position and in doing so lost sight of debrdee. .

Please note instructions at foot of this page.

FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY

COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: .
SIGNED... b L NENATION. oottt s it DATR: | |

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR:

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report.

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form.,

10673177 C. J. THompsoN, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT FOMO NO e e
ST . e L

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT R ofwe oo

Central O, Now. o 8 s s o

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. [

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION.Cape Otway= King Is.  pate...21/10/1978.  Local Time

AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking... Cessna 182 VH-DSJ  PILOT: Name and Initials.. VALENTICH, F,

OWNER/OPERATOR ... Southern Air Servéces . ... . .. FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VER
. ~ IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):

Regular Public Transport . Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure point........... Moorabbin .. ... First point of intended landing .. King I8e.. Fit. No. . ... .
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable)............ococooooovioooiioieeeeoeeeeeo,
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and ‘suggestions:

ENG: CTION — ATRC MISSING

King.Island..  DSJ. reported Cape. Otway.at.0900 with.an ETA King Island of 0928e. .. . ... ...

Re. AtQElOﬁ%..DS.J...mquaatﬁd..inf.omtion...or...w.tmfﬁc...in..ma...sima..hg...cnuld...sae...li@.ts...
The pilot continued to report lights near him until 0911% when he reported an enkine

was_declared. ahd. Aerodrome Emergency. Procedures.activated at King Island. . King Island

T R o . TR N R (o e e e

3a....A%.0912% radio. contact.was.lost.with DSJ. . .. Since the aircraft.had.previously....

reported. crunising at. 4500.ft., approximately. the. lowest.level.for.continudns. communication
with Melbourne Flight Service.in the area,. this might. have. been indicative of losing
i BT S RN SN TN ' PR | AN - AR I L1 WL T e
Aun..... The Distress Fhase.vwas. declared at. 0933 with the.non arrival. of DSJ at King Island.
.5....,....An..Air/S.ea[Gz:ound...ae.amh..wa.a..mnunted...i.mmediat.el,y...w,ith..fhhe...firat...aimraft...dapa.rting‘
King.Tsland. for.a. land. search. at. 1001.... The search. continued. until 0900 on. the. 25th...
O R R T R I UL I IINI /L. ..o s reanneesossasmentiosiocobesgsanerestinsdosbuancsssossimbescsbbpeses b lntrsntsetsais et ot et
Ba.... Meather conditions in the area were.reported.as.exdellent with little. or.no.clond,.
Aightm winds and a calm sea,.... . BexSarex@ROOOE ...

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Dear Sir/Madam, et o R Salon
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning

For future reference it has been allocated NO.............ooooovivoeevoreve

Yours faithfully
Date / /

DOT 225 P

For Director




The.. first. King. Island. sraeh..aireraft. reported. seeing the Cape Otway.light when still sonth =¢
of..Capa. Wickham, at. 3000 fi,.a visibility of about. .60 nme
...Sunset.at. Cape. Otway.was. at.0850e

............ Dast. light. at. Cape. Otway. was.at 0921...

There.wak..ho.moon. but..venub. shotild. have. been. visible on. s bearing.of. 255T. at .an. %’.‘.
of---ZS—----approximately-.m--

B S P S U PSS SO U

7s.... o Bajor. problens were found during vourse of the searche .

.....(a.)....,...much search.time was. last. by.the optimum airecraft, the Orion, ... ..

..in directing.a. surface wvessel. io the. pnsitmn of. poss:l.ble e 1

L BLANE" andt’ AeDEAN BO POTROVEL e ... SEEIR e A AR i
....(h.)........Hhe.n,.‘l.igmt..aincraﬁt,...without...integra,l...na,vi,gaetion..sgstems.,.,.found.,u,...‘. e

SIGNED......... P+ BARNET® . ahent DESIGNAT[ON SOC/SMQ .......... DATE 26/ 10/ 1978
Please note instructions at foot of this page. i

. | FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY | ,
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: f - ~ i Fh ek

e ST O ey DIESIGNATION ...t DATE: | |
ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR: sl

<9
SIGNED T A N DATE M

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report.

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form.

10673177 C. J. ThoMmpsoN, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Falla NO s L
No. g e 271, ...

AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT Res. OF. No. . SI/782/3410.

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Redoninwbichtheincidmtoccuned.lfmmoonmiemiimybe
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION. SYDNEY CONTROL ZONE peg. 10.7.78 Local Time . 092203
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking. C210 SRJ; HEL TMR = = w0t Nameand Inifals. VALENTICH

M.R.R.E. PTY.LTD,,TOORAK; SOUTHERN AIR SERVICES. IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):
Charter Agriculture Acrial Work

Regular Public Transport »

Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT : Last departure point....... . PELICAN.. . ... . First point of intended landing. BANKSTOWN Fit. No.. . et
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault ROt o O AN
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT cmcuusrmcns.wu_-u-—n—:

. TNVAUTHORTSED ENTRY INTO SYDNEY CONTROL ZONE AND BREAKDOWN OF
STANDARD SEPARATION,

2203 ...JUnidentified aircraft observed on radar entering Sydney control
..zone, 12 n.m, north of Sydney. The aircraft overflew TMR, a

.Belicopter on traffic survey in the vicinity of Ryde Bridge

............... e T T PR, (R

..at 1000 feet, TMR sighted the aircraft, a C210 and estimated

.......................................................

4
H

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘l‘hg.....qmg.m.t....m...MMQMM,MQQJ:.,W.".;..

................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

WMQWIMmmnn“d“m.EMMmm“
0o acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

e T el S i Wi e NS,
ﬂnnkyouforyourAirSnfetylnddmlReponcomin; .............

e R R R S L R oo Pl el | e SR NG 8 TR e [ / / -
For future reference it has been allocated No....... ... .

Yours faithfully
Date / /







AIRCRAFT RADAR PLOT
SECTOR: “SyDuey G‘UT@. Zows pATE: _/°~ 7-758
. AIRCRAFT REGN.: _ K T TIME : 6/’/2/220:5
REMARKS : ___ 5
2 e
SIGNED: h
| ER
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TRANSCRIPT OF _COMMUNICATIONS

Page I o 7 of .__'.ﬂp_.__pagoa. Date : 10th July, 1978 (L)
TIME (GMT) FROM TO TEXT
09/2144.40 SRJ FIS,4 |Good morning Sydney, this is SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Departed Aero
Pelican for Bankstown -
FIS.4 SRY SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Stand by.
2145.11 | FIS.4 SRJ SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Go ahead departure time now.
SRJ FIS.4 |SIERRA ROMEQO JULIET. Departed four-five, Pankstown zero-sero.

FIS.4 SR SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Could you check that out ? You have a time

interval of two-five minutes, that would make it one-zero.
SRJ FIS.4 |[SIERRA ROMEO JI'LIET, one-zero.
FI5.4 SRJ SIERRA ROMEQ JULIET. Area QNH one-zero-zero-five, station time
four-five.
SRJ FIS.4 |SIERRA ROMEC JULIET.
2147.42 '} "F18.4 SRJ SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Confirm you're tracking Pelican
direct Bankstown, or down the coast 7
SRJ FIS.4 |SIERRA RCMEO JULIET. Tracking to the light aircraft lane to
Pankstown.

F1S.4 SRJ Roger. Are you tracking coastal initially or directly acroes to

Hornsbty 7
SRY FIS.4 |[Directly to Hornsby.
FIS.4 SRJ SIERRA ROMEO JULIET.
2153.38 | FIS.4 SEJ SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Sydney. Request your actual cruising altit-
ude.
SRJ FIS.4 |SIERRA ROMEQO J'VLIET, two thousand.
FI5,.4 SKJ Confirm two thousand 7
SRY FIS.,4 |Affirmative.

F1S.4 SRJ SIERRA RCKMEC JULIET,

2158. 30 SRY FIS.4 |Sydney, SIERRA ROMEO JULIET, Brooklyn Eridge, two thousand.
¥IS.4 SRJ SIERRA ROMEO JULIET.
2204.38 | FIS.4 APP(N) |Co ahead.

APP( ™) FIS.4 |We've got an aircraft one-two milee north, ah, tracking to the
Canterbury area. Its possibly one of the ones that should be up
near Hornsby at the moment -

2204.45 SRJ FIS.4 |[This is SIERRA RCHEO JULIET. Approaching Parramatita, changing
frequenoy to Bankstown.

FIS.4 APP(Y) [Stand by.

FIG.4 CHN Ah, CHARLIE NOVEMBER SIENRA, Confirm you're changing to Bankstow
now and say again your present position.

SRJ ¥1S.4 [SIERRA ROMEO JULIET. Parramatta, changing to Bankstown.
FIS.4 SRJ SIERRA ROMEO JULIET.
//Sydney Approach advises FIS.4 that there are two radar returns
in the Hornsby-West Pymble area — one is inside the zone and the
other is outside. FI5.4 checks position of VH=-CN'S and the instr-
uctor (?) reporte position ar 1 miles southeast of South Dural
Tanks - guit ition jord advi at S i
NEO48 (SEP 77) Pankstown // Sepia R
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(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)
(13)

(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)

(20)

(21).

(22)
(23)

(24)

INVESTIGATION REPORT S1/782/3410.

56 F
3 |
UNAUTHORISET ENTRY INTO CONTROLLED ATRSPACE OR RESTRICTED AREA
(Reference Air Safety Investigation Circular 1/69)
Date of occurrence: 10. 7.78.
Flight from: Pelican to: Bankstown
Airspace penetrated: Sydney Control Zone
Position of penetration: A/Pennant Hills,
Altitude: 2000 Time: 0803 EST
Aircraft type and registration: C.210 VH-SRJ
Class of operation: Private
Flight category: X¥R /VFR
Pilot in command: Fred VALENTICH.
Type of pilot licence: Private Number: 145103

Type of instructor and/or instrument rating held by pilot: N/VMC
Total aeronautical experience: 160 hours.

Extent of local experience: First time inbound to Bankstown from
the North. All experience in the Melbourne Area.

Other pilot(s) on board: --
Method of navigation: Visual Reference,

Maps and chartes available in aircraft: WAC, VEC, VIC Series.
Map or chart being used at time of occurrence: Sydney VTC.

Was I;ounduy of area penetrated marked on chart being used? Yes.
Was briefing received? Yes,

By who was briefihg given? Phone briefing by Bankstown Briefing
Office.

To what extent was briefing given in relation to airspace?

The pilot was briefed on the L.A.L. and advised to proceed
BBG-PRT-BK.

Was use made of self briefing material? Yes.
Was a clearance requested? No
Was a clearance received? No

What action did the .pilot understand was required of him from

the wording of any clearance issued?
N/A

Radio frequency being used: 125.8 (Sydney Flight Service)




. (25)

(26)

(27)
(28)
(29)
(30)

(36)

.(37)

(38)
(39)

(40)

(41)

(42)

(43)

-2 = :

566
Was there any communication difficulty? No Describe: -
Were correct communication failure procedures followed? N/A

Was there any language difficulty? No
Was weather a factor? No
Type of forecast obtained, if any: Area Forecast.

Forecast weather conditions: CAVOK

Actual weather conditions: CAVOK

What navigation aids were fitted to the aircraft? ADF, VOR,

What navization aids were being used or monitored? ADF was used for
the Pelican to Calga leg only.

9
To what ground stations were they tunOd'Calga.

Was there any unserviceability? No Describe: _
Was there any unusual pilot distracting factor? No Describe: -

When did the pilot first become aware of the penetration? He became con-

cerned when he saw the helicogter & then had the penetration con-
firmed by Bankstown Briefin ffice.

Ho the netration detected?
ik o pe By Sydney Radar,

Was there a breakdown in controlled airspace separation standards? No.

Was ATC/FSU action satisfactory? Yes.

How could the penetration have been avoided?
By the pilot proceeding via Parramatta rather than via Hornsby.

c 4 83
i) The aircraft was correctly identified as VH-SRJ.

iLYy- ‘The pilot's lack of familiarity with the area
contributed to the incident.

an H
I.W. Stacy,
3 9578, ASIS
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R. J. TINKER & CO. pr i

. AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE CERTIFICATION SHEET
Date A/C Registration A/C Serial Number A/C Type Job Number
- </ f ST S VS22 C P2 £ 7 4= 3 4
7 " A
. o e ol i, / LD S AT L
Aircraft maintenance carried out in accordance with: AL 2

&

PERIODIC/MAJOR INSPECTION

* A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Regulation 39 and certifies
that the work has been properly and completely performed and that it is in accordance with the requirements of Air
Navigation Regulations and the Orders issued under those Regulations.

) Fj
PORT | /7 I ‘/’}f'd;}\ﬂ" LAM.E. Nol/7g>‘
ENGINE GROUPS STBD | ——= /m@m/ L.AME. No.——.

*“(Sjgnature)
o i
AIRFRAME GROUP /A. 7, LAME No.Z3¢T i

Ve

.\
TR a8 7T

e e

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION GROUP 2 O

LAM.E. No. U?Q’lg/ :

¢ TRy R STERL

Qﬁat
INSTRUMENT INSTALLATION GROUP|) A 7 LAME. No...\Z2 2

; *(Signature)

RADIO GROUP V.F.R./ZL.FR. LAME

AR |
S Zi E _'gSignature)
GENERAL : - L.AM.E.

*(Signature)

?ﬁ
b

L]
I hereby certify that the whole inspection and all maintenance required has been performed and properly . £
y certified. ‘
| _ ; 17 £ lﬂffgu@” LAME. No.. Y /932 ‘
CO-ORDINATOR — For and on behalf of |
R.J. TINKER & CO. 3
| v
(R §
W ek X = i ki SR : o R e S




Phone 90 5566

HFR
. SURVEY AND WORKSHEET
Form T300
Date Order No. A/C Registration A/C Serial No. A/C Type ' Job No.
Aol K ‘ AN ‘ Crgr— 3y
CUSTOMER. S ‘ : S
Phoneo.— .. ..
WORK REQUIRED.
i /}‘-’5 L‘ﬁﬂ"'/‘
=L
Authorised by. ARt o |
Item Details of Work Completed and components fitted *L.AME.
/1 i o ew  Aud b e cond B
20| Ak nges ml:'bu‘ fw,d "}r ){‘H am/ Qzﬁﬂfc‘w ’ |
22| Tl Aﬂ/]ﬂ»fﬂllmi fl»”‘f* o140 % < L M‘i
2} ' o poec o geat Iwu od _oni damp 'fnm/ép, /uqz e / b o
2¢ | Pk > e spacio b sputer pulllad 7 110
25 /\}’{'{—é /t"{ﬁ' /"lam‘ﬁ') - 2/l u%’f,){u;—\_ "&
2 | Fh Neow a&u«ﬁc % %Lau&( Aackn ‘eyty 2 and ¢
21| hdec remeved, cfaed 4 rebded 1 Po
28 ho_LH faak porihes

H}Lﬂmu%wumwd

<1 E) ho

- =

5.{’.

21 , _
2a 2118 v i il

| 201
=4

[

S

AMi(IOO.S) * A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Reg.39.

AM2(100.4)

| certify that the work detailed above has been properly and completely performed.

NOMINATED PERSON

For and on Behalf of R. J. TINKER and CO




AMI (100.5) * A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification Ppursuant to Air Navigation Reg.39.

AM2(100.4) | certify thot the work detailed above has been properly and completely performed,

NOMINATED PERSON....
For and on Behalf of R. J. TINKER and CO.

R J TINKER & CO. Moorabbin Airport Mentone 3194. Phone 90 5566
U¥D
SURVEY AND WORKSHEET
. ] Form T300
Date Order No. A/C Registration A/C Serial No. A/C Type } Job No.
efref f YS9 Crgs ¥ 3w
CUSTOMER. S ‘ 2 g E
Phone.. .20 0N : l|
WORK REQUIRED. !
/ f
_— r’a—u /ZVC»;- I‘7 Mﬁg |
; |
Authorisad by, b Bt s AP !
ftem Details of Work Completed and components fitted *L.AM.E. F
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R'ﬁINKER & CO' Moorabbin Airport Mentone 3194. Pm 5566

UBC
. SURVEY AND WORKSHEET
Form T300
Date Orcy A/C Registration A/C Serial No. A/C Type Job No.
2oty Py $9592 | <w2c D #35
CUSTOMER.

>SS,

Phone.........

WORK REQUIRED. /50 4»0{/'

AROTIRE BV o inisciniisnth
Item Details of Work Completed and components fitted * L AME.
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AMI (100.5) * A signature in the appropriate space constitutes a certification pursuant to Air Navigation Reg.39.

AM2(100.4) | certify that the work detailed above has been properly and completely performed.

NOMINATED PERSON
For and on Behalf of R. J. TINKER and CO
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. COSTING

N INVOICE No.

QTY. Part Number ITEM Amount
t he 3 Cla. T 2232
F il <¢AT Jo Hpek : R

2 L -2, Phoale  finiay 2 :

Yy i? .9, R b (0 - st

3 S 220 = (z; weiee N (o BTl
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TOTAL PARTS

EDEL/ON = =

MAINTENANCE INSPECTION HRS @ /HR.

ADDITIONAL WORK......__HRS @..i/HR.

SUB CONTRACT

-

TOTAL
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. 3 B oot MAINTENANCE RELEASE
PR Transport . £
a Aireratt Type .. &z 82 . Ne 93933
' T T e

CLASS OF OPERATION |
" This maintenance release has been issued by virtue of Regulation

{6) (a) of the Air Navigation Requlations for the class of opera- | @Private
fion shown and, except where it ceases to be in force by virtue of :g:;‘:t‘e:”"’k |
gulation 49c of the Air Navigation Regulations, shall remain in SdrgrimmireTET™ |
®R.P.T. under Reg. 203 |

. - ce until:
o |13 1:»79 N . L. S - T exemption

Total aircraft time in service

@delete as necessary

whichever is the earlier

lssued by Al L Time 1 feo
$e - N ’
yed ocm g AM.E. Licence/auemority ox "L'b/ °/ 7 4
- _ e 4 ? i No. bog Place 3
‘-44. A, =18

INTENANCE REQUIREMENTS—At the time of issue of this maintenance release, the follow-
h mamtenance in addition to daily inspections, is required to be carried out on the aircraft
ﬁ{ggg the period for which the maintenance release is expressed to remain in force, in order to |

mply with requirements or‘conditions imposed under the Air Navigation Regulations.

R

2 ;
e e —
% i ! ¥ -
- o | Due at date/ % |
: Maintenance Required total aircraft Certified
time in service complied with
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©.1m75. 19 & 'HEPORT OF A U.F.0. STGHYING BY MY WIRE AND SBLE AT, o,

Y
Q

JTeA0 ;pm,. ON SATURDAY THR 2Ist. OF OCT« I978 AT VALLEY VIEW - & 3 3 M
Sefiw IN THE 54SeBa. SKY AT A 35 DEGREE. ANGLE. " W AT a0 R
DT e R R SN ¢ IR T e R R QA" Ty §
e 7 :

<< 'On.the above mentioned evening I stepped'outside‘to.chll our cat
., " " jwhe my wife was concernod about as it had shunned her due to the faot
“ , "7 that wo hnd otrange kittens in the house. After no responsa from the
.~ cat T ponderod and gazed in the sky, when I saw what I took to be a
. large plane anproaching from an 5.5.F. direction.. The plane appearcd
" to o guito near with vwhat I took to be it's landing 1ights on end
'~ coloured lights at both sides. I thought this en unusual direotion - o
/. 'for puch an approaching heavy plane as if it continued 1t meant that
4% would have to crosa the flight path of the major air linera head-
i Ang for the ADELAIDE ATRFPORT. . My curiosity aroused I decide :to wait -
‘rand view this plane which 1 estiq?ted would be directly over head 4An ' .
- epproximately three minutes or thro esbouts. To my cmagenment this. did
.'not oocur as.1% came no oloser after having waited a,period of sdémo
'.povon miputes or moree. - ¢ . Lkt Rt Py e $87

S B A
NOT IV

=
XD

‘ My wife camo 4o see what I waes doing outside so long end caid to
* " mo, "™ What on carth are you looking at in the oky ™, to which I replied;
"1™ Well-look at that end tell me vhat you think 4% is "y Hor roply wes’ !
©.™mIt'a not o otar for Lt is too/big.™ I then asked " Well vhat do
““iyou-think 1% could Bo,™ to which sho roplied ™ It'm a rockot (MEANING
[ TR PIREEORK TYPE ) as you can sée the coloured lights coming from®it.
(T then said %o hor ™ If that 1s) the caso how could it stey in the sky =
- @o long," Tor.I have been watching i1t for bLetween seven:to” ton rinutese - -
' She then said " No your right 1% can't be," as the two of stood gazing , . °
" in enazenent at thiz large white yollow light and by now on eceortment
‘ of colourn Tlashing at the two gldese ' LA : :

*

SABIN AF77EN

AV VI IO
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Having got my binoculars from within the house I focused this et s
L object, but found my hands unsteady, sol rested them on a emall . s
itatatuoite on the patio, vhen I vas able to finely focus ebsolutoly -
“ 4% clear onto this unexplainable object. - What I pew was a large:triangu-—
' 1am yellow white light ( AS SHOWN IN THE ATTACHED DIAGRAN ) laying on
'it's side with ono side of the triangle in a vertical postion. With= '
in thio triangle flashing from points A,B,C, end Dy ( AS ILLUSTRATED
1IN DIAGRAM ) were iridescent lights.. I can only ponitively rcmember
" 4hroe of the colours which where blue, Blue green, end orengo, but
! feel pure thero were aloo others. My wife watched it for ncar enough !
.ten minuiecs, and myself for a total of roughly fourty fivo mlnutes:
'~ before loning pight of it bohind a large gum. tree two gardend awale Sy
“ " During the last sptages of vicwing this essortment of colours it FR
. ¢renaformed into a V shape still om it's side with the top half app— g P
‘eoring to be the reflectlon of the lower portion, ao one .might wiew ;

.

.13,3 boat nitting on the surfeoo of'ﬁho wators 'l f7 i), ;

\ [}

Gy e ' T roported this matter to EDINBURGH AIRPORT at 5.45pm. MNondey .
i " the 237d. of Octobor, and was told Uy a girl that this imformation @, & T
would: be paﬂsofonto the UF.0. INVESTIGATIONS OFFICER in the morninge ., ., ',
/Ty Wow I was pware that I had seen word for word exectly es the miss=-, .." ... 4
__ing Iolbourne pilot had described. , I rang again FDINDURGH AIRFORT = ... . ;
“ " 4he'following day Octobor 24th. and spoke to en officer vwho toldme .. ' — *
+" ne would try either to see me at my pléce of work or at my home in : .
i " ‘the ‘avoninge ! As by ‘the following day Octolier 25th. ho had not made
Y 'the effort. to interviow me, I egain phoned and told him of my concern g
pleading for him to heed this information which I folt oo vital dn the- & ™ |
cnno of tho misaing pilot. ; & F S % e
ATter confirming my ptatement with'my wife over tho phona,, this off- -~
~dcor sulmeqiently visited my home and took a pimned statement from mo !
. along with a diagram of the three ptages that this moving light hed
,takens R Tk e S S o™, 1 I 3 g '

&

T havo.ﬁo‘doﬁbﬁ'in1my mind that whatscever I witnecsed was exactly
‘as the: young pllet described who hos gone missing, ond was seld to be
"£1lying upside down et the time on the 2Ist. of October. /| 6

1

R 1 om nfnparéd'to gwear on oath or o ii:myself'to;any 1ie:detcotor:q
- test 'to eubstantiate this my statement. 1 i L SR s

v Yo
Y

oy . b e
L L2
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CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES

P.O. BOX 11 — NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093

J. ALLEN HYNEK October 23, 1978

DIRECTOR
Director g & / ié;
Flight Service Control 25 ST
Melbourne Airport Jifbﬁyf 3

, -3
> =2/
Melbourne, Australia A

}21/:(,%:/;

Dear sir;

As a scientific consultant to the Center for UFO Studies in the
United States, I am investigating sightings of anomalous aerial phenomena
by pilots. Receatly I read a news article of such a sighting by a Wr,
Frederick Valentich flying a Cessna 182, According to the UPI dispatch
he reported seeing something very abnormal and then was lost contact with
by ground radio, I am writing to you for your kind assistance in this
matter, Would you be so kind as to try to complete the enclosed report
form or pass it on to someone who is in a position to complete the detailst
Your assistance is very much appreciated by those of us who are only
concerned with trying to discover the true nature of the phenomenon involved,
You will receive no publicity since all our records are kept confidential,

I would be particularly interested in the weather in the region
within about a 150 mile radius of Melbourane on October 21, 1978 up to
an altitude of 7,500 feet, Were any voice tapes maintained? If so could
a cop{_be forwarded for research Furposes only? Finally, I would ve

i

much like to correspond with Mr, Valeatich Sr, Could you provide me with
his address?

Oa behalf of the Center for UFO Studies let me thank you in advance

for any assistance you may provide. I will be pleased to send you a copy
of any report that may be prepared on this case,

Very sincerely, Please use the following éddress in

) any correspondence to save time;
fg:lﬁ:; 5 ; EZ;‘E:’ 325 Langton Avenue

Richard F. Haines, Ph,D, Los Altos, California 94022
Research Coasultant U.S.A.

Encl, Pilot report form
ces files




ERIAL SICHTINC REPORT

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

Y4R

LEAVE BLANK

Time:
(" ALL NAMES AND PERSONAL INFORMATION YOU PRO- No. Obs.:
VIDE WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL UNLESS YOU Adeltades

GIVE SPECIFIC WRITTEN PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE IT.

Comm. Prvt. Military
THIS INFORMATION IS ONLY FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES,

USA  Foreign

When completed please return this form to:
Dr. Richard F. Haines

325 Langton Avenue
Los Altos, Calif. 94022

IPart I. DETAILS OF THE ANOMALOUS PHENOMENON:1

1. Please describe what you witnessed. Be as
complete as possible (use opposite side of
page if necessary).

SKETCH OF OBJE P O
2. Now draw a sketch of what you saw. If you ERSOh T RENOMENON

were able to see it from two or more dif-
ferent angles simply draw what you saw and
label each sketch (A), (B), etc. to indicate
C the order in which you saw it. Also, draw
an arrow pointing gravitationally upward and
aircraft windshield struts (frames, etc.).

If the Earth's horizon was visible draw
it in also.

Finally, draw magnetic compass heading
tick marks across the bottom of the box and
label several-according to your heading-related
to your sketch.

3. Did the object (phenomenon) appear to mc:wk.D

relative to your aircraft's window frame(s)
during your sighting? (check one)

D No D Unsure D Yes

If "yes" please use a dashed line to indicate SKETCH OF OBJECT'S APPARENT MOTION

this apparent motion in the box to the right.
Mark an "a" at the location object was first
seen, a "'b", "c¢", etc. for subsequent locat -
ions. Be sure to include aircraft window
frame(s) if present to allow angular estimates
to be made. For uneven, jerky motion try to
place the "a'", "b'", etc. at one-second inter-
vals.

‘ ’ 4. Did the object (phenomenon) appear to move
relative to any stable background detail

during your sighting? (check one) D No r__l Unsure D Yes

Page 1




(Coni‘ ue narrative here)

4.7

4.1 If the object appeared to move please estimate

its apparent angular velocity.

4.2 Did the object move behind in front of (circle)

anything ?

4, 3 Did the object (phenomenon) appear (check)

Deg/
Sec.

Motion seen in relation
to:

DNO DUnsure DYeB

[Jsolia []Transparent[ |Couldn't tell

Equiv. Visual Angle

[0° 4.1'] (Assume . 031")
[0° 8.2'] (Assume . 062")
e ]

[1° 47']

[2° 3.9']

[2° 37']

[6° 17']

[10° 53'] (Assume 5" diam)
[20° 10']

Did the object (phenomenon)? (check all that
are appropriate )

(a) Change shape

{b) Flicker, throb, pulse

(c) Break up into parts or explode
(d) Suddenly accelerate

(e) Give off smoke, vapor, trial
(f) Appear to stand still whole time
(g) Change color(s)

(h) Appear on your aircraft's radar
(i) Appear on any ground radar

-

4.8 Did you experience any buffetting which you think

was caused by the encounter ?

[ONo [Don't know
[ONo [Don't know
[ONo [JDon't know
[ONe [JDon't know
[JNo [JDon't know
[ONo [JDon't know
[JNo [Don't know
[JNo [JDon't know
(ONo [JDon't know
elaborate here:

4,4 Did you observe the object through (check) r-[:I Binoculars
[ Telescope
[1Camera viewfinder
\_[Jother:
4.5 About how large did the object appear as compared
with one of the following items held at arm's r[:lHead of pin
length ? [Note: The equivalent visual angles [ Pea
are based upon an average arm-reach distance [ Dime
of 26"]. [ Nickle
[N Quarter
[ |Half-dollar
(If object changed size during the sighting just [[1Baseball
place a "Y', ¥2Y, 3", etc. inthe boxes [[)Grapefruit
to represent the order in which the size change [1Basketball
occurred). Llj Other:
4.6 How certain are you of your answer to question (_[:JVery sure
4.57? (check one) [l Fairly certain
[ Not very sure

kD Uncertain (only a guess)

[Oyes

Ovyes

[OYes

[Yes

[OYes

[OYes

[OYes

[OYes (If 'yes'" elaborate)
[dYes (If "yes'" please

[ONo [[JPossibly

[TJYes (If "yes" elaborate)

Page 2

G4

w

O




¥ C

f
[Jit was already present and I happened to look at it.

How did the object iirst become noticed?
(check all appropriate boxes)

6. How did the object disappear ? (check all
appropriate boxes)

[J Someone else saw it first: [ Give name: ]
Elie suddenly appeared at or near where I was looking.
[)1t gradually faded into sight where I was looking.

@ Other (specify):

.
11 looked away and when I looked back it was gone.

7. What distinguishable detail(s) did you see
on or nearby the object? (check all
appropriate boxes)

Ot suddenly disappeared from sight for no reason,
i.e., it didn't pass behind a cloud, etc.

[J 1t gradually faded from sight without changing size.

[J1t faded from sight by becoming smaller and smaller.

[J1t faded from sight (apparently) by travelling away.

L_D Other (specify):

FD None
[:ISharply defined edge(s)
O Fuzzy edge(s)

8. Did you notice anything unusual happen in
the cockpit just before, during, or just
after the sighting? (check one)

If '"yes'" describe as fully as you can.

[CODarker porthole-like areas:[Shape was ]
[ Lighter intensity portholes:[Shape was ]
[JSeam(s), rivets, etc.

=3 Markings

U:l Atmospheric effect(s): [Describe

DNO DUnsure DYes

9. What do you think made the object visible ? Dlt reflected ambient light (sun; moon) (circle)
(check all appropriate boxes) - [CJ1t emitted its own light (If checked elaborate on

10. Where was the Sun Mot;n (circle) —(DM

during the sighting?

11. If you experienced any physiological sen-
sations during the sighting check
all appropriate boxes to
the right.

colors, brightnesses, etc. seen)

degrees elevation above horizon, and
at degrees bearing relative to aircraft

- heading to Right Left (circle one).

DEye strain due to very high brightness ___

[JEye strain for any other reasons: [Explain
Tingling sensation(s): [Body location

If you experienced any non-normal
sensations within 24 hrs after the sighting
please place an X at the right of the
appropriate line(s) provided.

12. What do you think the object (phenomenon)
was? Be as precise as possible including

whatever supporting facts you desire.

13. Have you ever seen anything while flying
or on the ground that you thought was an
unidentified flying object prior to this?

]
TG RO |
[CJMild pain: [Body location 1
[CJiIntense, acute pain: [Body location -8
[OHeat __

[JOdor(s): [Describe

[JSounds: [Describe

Page 3

]
[JTastes: [Describe ]

]

]

J___'Other [

) [JYes (uf

give details:

D Unsure

"'yes' please

i
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art II. ATRCRAFT FLIGHT DETAILS: (Spatial)

14. Where did you take off from

o ) "
Lat.

o
Lat.

16. Sighting location,

as possible.

(If appropriate, specify)
L] n

Lat. 5
Long. 9 : s

N
E

the sighting.

Airport Name (Initials):

15, What was your intended final destination?
1 "

Where were you when
you first sighted the object? Be as precise

17. Check box to indicate where you were during

1 [T
N S; Long. y E W (if known)
o ' "
N 5; Long. E W (if known)
From VOR RADIAL DME
s; Elaborate if necessary:
w

ﬂ:lTaJd to takeoff

18. Check all appropriate boxes to indicate
what you did as a direct response of
sighting the object (phenomenon).

(Please elaborate on all items on
the opposite side if necessary)

19. Please use this space to add any other

details /observations /facts that are re-

lated to the geographic/spatial location
‘ of your sighting.

[_JDuring takeoff
[IClimb to cruise altitude at |

(CJ At cruise altitude of | ft]
[C)Descending for approach to land at [

ft/min]

ft/min]
[JFinal approach (i.e., within outer marker)
[JLanding or rollout
[JOther: [Specify ]
?L___lNothing that was not already planned
[CIChanged heading by turning right left (circle)
[CIChanged altitude by climbing descending (circle)

[JTook immediate evasive action [Describe

[JTurned my landing lights

on off (circle)
[JUsed my radio to contact: [Specify whom
|
DChanged my power setting
[DPointed it out to [Specify name(s)
]

D.Attempted to follow
lowing reason(s): [

chase (circle) it for the fol-

LDOther: ]

I_Part II. AIRCRAFT FLIGHT DETAILS: (Tempor.-nﬂ

20. When did you takeoff ?

AM

7

21. When did you plan to land (scheduled)?

22. When did you first see the object (pheno-
menon) ?

PM (local) [GMT z]

[[]) Daylight savings
Pl [ Standard time

PM (local) [GMT v A

Time zone (if different from above)

e

Time zone

AM
PM (local)

[cmT z)

Page 4
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24,

25.

26.

27.

SIGHTING DATE

When did you last see the object (pheno-
menon)?

(Calculated total sighting duration)

What didyou look at (or do) to determine
the above times?

AM
PM (local) [GMT

[ sec. | Comments:

-
[JLoocked at my wristwatch: [Est. accuracy to ]
[CJLooked at cockpit clock: [Est. accuracy to

Did you have any indication (real or imag
inary) of a loss of time, i.e., a period
for which you cannot account?

Did you land at your pre-planned or
scheduled time ?

[JRadioed to crewmember for time
DRadioed to ground for time: [Info. rec'd. from

[[J1 did not determine initial final (circle) time(s)
\_DOther:

- r-DPossibly yes
|_IDefinitely yes: [Elaborate

DUnsure but probably no
>D Definitely no

[Jyes (within normal tolerance limits)

Use this space to add any other details/

observations [facts that are related to the

timing of your sighting.

J:No: [Please explain why

[Part IV. SIGHTING AIRCRAFT DETA.ILS:AI

28.

29,
30.
3.
32.
33.

34,

35.

36.

37.
38.

Type of aircraft (check)

~
D Single engine

Model name/number/airframe migr.
Aircraft regiatratidn number.
Airline name (if appropriate).
Scheduled flight number.

Object (phenomenon) was seen through
the following window(s).

Describe as precisely as you can the
apparent clarity/scratches/etc. of these
windows.

About how familiar were you with this

[JMulti engine [no. _ ]
[JPropeller

[7et

[JRocket

C)Gilider

cD Balloon

[JVery familiar: [I had about hrs. flt. time]

articular aircraft and its "peculiarities" |[JReasonably familiar: [ Comments
paruacuiar aircrais P Yy

of flight control?

Use this space to add any other pertinent
details about the aircraft in which you
were located during this sighting.

What was your indicated airspeed?

What was your ground speed (if known)?

D mph D knots (check one)
[-_-lmph D knots (chegck one)

Page 5




Part V. WEATHER DETAILS: |

3 obtained the following weather information from:
check all that apply)

r‘
[J Flight service station
[[] Terminal forecast

40, Visibility and clouds: (check)

[JSIGMET or AIRMET
[CJFD (winds-temp. aloft)

| Other:
| Clear (visibility greater than 15 miles)

4l. Did you file a flight plan? (check one)

42. Were you flying:
43,

(check one)

Sky condition was: (check one)

[l Clear (visibility from 3 to 15 miles)
Broken clouds - sky cover in tenths was
Cloud type(s): [[] Cumulus

[JStratus
[dCirrus
[JoOther:
[CIHeavy overcast below above (circle) my
aircraft
[] Flying in clouds at the time
\_D Other:
O No [ Yes
[CJiFR [ VFR

44. Outside air temperature was:
45. What was the wind direction and velocity?

46. Use this space to add any other details about the
weather at the time and location of the sighting.

rl:l Bright daylight

[JDull daylight (slight overcast, smog)

[ Twilight

[JTrace of daylight

[JDark - no Moonlight

CJpark - Moonlight present from: [] Full
[J3/4 visible
[J1/2 visible

Crescent
[JA few stars visible

[CJ A1l stars visible (very clear)
LDDon't remember

TAT =

| Prescription eyeglasses (no tint)
| 4
| _ Prescription eyeglasses with tint
i [C] Contact lenses
[C] Polarizing sunglasses only
[JNon-polarizing sunglasses
[[JNo eye-glasses of any kind

[Part V. EYEWITNESS DETAILS: |
[Note: This information will be kept confidential unless you indicate in the space below
that it may be disclosed publically. ]
47. Your full name:
First Middle Last
48. Your mailing address:
Street City /Town State /Province zip
49. Your age at time of sighting: yrs
EASE o} FULLY
50. Your sex: (check) [JMale [ ] Female PR L B EAD GARE
$L - Occupation: [Sign one of the two statements
| that expresses your wishes. ]
52. Marital status: (check one) []Single [ |Married[ |Divorced/widowed
53. Telephone: area code [ ] number[ ] "I hereby permit my name to
be publically associated with
54. Highest education level: the information I have freely
55. Describe military aviation experience (if any): given on this 6 page form"
56. During the sighting were you wearing: (check)

"I do not permit my name to
be publicaly associated with
the information I have freely
given on this 6 page form'"

Page 6 of 6
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1SS:cs  20/11/78

Bre TaED S

DATE DESEr ?ﬁki
NOV 182
PROGEBURE, oM

- -

V116/783/1047

CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT

MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES
P.0, BOX 50

MARIBYRNONG. VIC. 3032

(Attention: Mr. Davidson)
ANALYSIS OF OIL SAMPLES RECOVERED FROM BASS STRAIT

During the search for the missing C182 aircraft, VH-DSJ, a
search aircraft sighted an oil slick in the waters of Bass Strait
within the prime probability area. Two water samples were obtained
from this slick and forwarded to your Laboratory together with a
sample of the type of eoil used in the engine of the missing aireraft,

Please accept this memorandum as a formal roqhut for an
analysis of the water samples to determine if the oil content is the
same as that used in the airecraft,

It is understood that the samples obtained from the oil slick
were of poor quality. Any advice you may care to offer on obtaining
better quality samples will be welcomed by our Search and Rescue
organisation for the briefing of future sea¥ches.

/

N

LA
I.5. SMITH
for DIRECTOR




% -
“>  AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT - INTERIM REPORT
1. THE ACCIDENT
Location Dikotn Uass Dhay Al Killy Island Date 21,10.76 Tam:;‘;;n Zone ST
Aircraft Type Registration Owner Cc

o VE-D8J 33 Baaseve Road, Beaumaris. Vic.
Operator Southern Air s.“io..' Flight From ' To Purpose Claoss of Operation

|___Moorabbin :King Island Travel Private
Damage to Aircraft
Unknown

2. PERSONS INVOLVED

Nome Role Description of Injuries Giomahis | T, 465 Forvarded te

 Prederick VALEWTCH |  Pilot Unknown

3. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

At 1723 hours EST on 21 October 1978 a flight plan for VH-DSJ (Moorabbin to King Isl
and return, ETD 1745 hours EST, time interval to King Island 69 minutes), was submitted
at Moorabbin Briefing Office. The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours EST
subsequently departed Moorabbin for King Island at 1819 hours EST. The pilot reported Ca
Otway at 1900 hours EST and at 1906 hours EST asked if there was any traffic below five
thousand. After being advised there was no known iraffic, he reported what seemed to be a
large aireraft below five thousand. He could not identify the type but described it as
having a green light, being metallic like and all shiny on the outside. After describing
the movements of the aircraft, its disappearance and reappearance, the pilot stated that it
was hovering on top of him and that it was not an aircraft. He also reported at approxi-
mately 1912 hours EST that the engine was "rough idling" and declared that he was
contimiing to King Island. The final transmission from the pilot of the aircraft's call-
sign followed by 17 seconds open microphone was made at 1912:28 hours EST. Last light
King Island was 1918 hours EST but the pilot had not requested aerodrome lighting. Flight
Service King Island was notified and lighting was arranged but the aircraft failed to
arrive there.

A search was initiated but no trace of the pilot or aircraft was found. The pilot
was the only known person on board.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Details of what the pilot reported seeing prior to his disappearance have been
referred to the RAAF for investigation.

‘:@ﬁ 74
Signed s ( / Dési Afios'.”.; v Date 1 1 78 Regional Reference
= . for Director o 4. * V116/785/1047
D.o.T. 1573 (Rev. 3777}

aej/o C O "%f 7
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MINUTE

Ref : M116/783/1047

Director
Vic/Tas Region

The attached letter was received
in this office and relates to the accident to
VH-DSJ on 21 October 1978.

2 It has not been acknowledged and
is forwarded for such action as you consider

necessarye.
4/

(P.E. Choguenot)
for AS(SI)

Att:

74307
=8 NOV 1978

ASTwnw/ .




Mr, J.S.-Mill, O/
40 Woodlands Gve.,
FRANKSTON, 3199

26th October, 1978. 783-4706

The Secretary,

Department of Transport,
188 Queen St.,
MELBOURNE , 3000

Dear Sir,

re The UF0/Valentich Incident.

Reference the attached article (The Age, 24/10/'78),
the following information may be of interest. When coming home
about 7.30 P.M. after work on either Thursday or Friday of last
week, I watched an 'Aurora Australis' display in the south-
western sky for about a minute or so. It consisted mainly of
successive near-vertical parallel columns of soft pinkish-red
light moving quickly from left to right and disappearing into
a stationary section of similar light, thus:-

SoviH

o B M Pk > WesT

Early this morning I remembered this incident and it
occurred to me that 2 elements of this display - namely, 'rapidly
moving light' and 'stationary or hovering light' - were present
in the subsequent UFO/Valentich incident as reported.

Being a young person, it seems certain that Mr., F.
Valentich would not have had much direct observational experience
of 'Aurora Australis' in its many and varied 'display' forms
which occur frequently over the years. If confronted by a
similar 'display' as above, it seems equally certain that the
technically trained mind of Mr. Valentich would have rapidly
searched everything known, except 'Aurora Australis', for a
rational explanation of his observations.

Yours faithfully,

enc/
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Ref : M116/785/1047

Director
Vic/Tas Region

MINUTE,Z €8 NOV 197§

Attached are three copies of

the transcript of communications prepared for

7§83 /(oG 7
ATV~

use in the investigation of the accident to VH-DSJ

on 21 October 1978.

Att:>

(P.E. Cho&uenot)
for AS(SI)

4
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LiGihD
Cessna 192L aircraft VH-DSJ

o Melbourne Llight vervice Unit

( ) Word/s open to other interpretations

or editorial

P ./‘ Ve mxplanatory
insertion
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FROM

TO

TEAT

42

0854:03
05

0900: 29

b

N

o
-
=

e
‘/‘

46

250

0907 : 0k

I
AN
<
o

¥S

Dod

bad

o
1o

Dod

s

D&T

Dad

DSJ

DSJ

FS

DSJ

Ve
FS

(RRA

FS
Dad

o

D5J

DEJ

=

(%)

D5dJ

FS

DSJ

DELTA SIERRA JULIET DO YOU WISH TO EXTEND YOUR
SARTIMe FOR YOUR ARRIVAL AT KING IS5LAND

// open microphone 2 seconds //
DELTA STorRA JULTHD SAY AGALN

DILLPA STEaAA JULIWT YOURE HOLDING A SARTIMI
OF ZieRO NINE Tigkl ZERO FOR YOUR ARKIVAL AT
KING IoLaND ON TLdi INTERVAL YOUR WSTIMATE IS

ZERO WING TwO EIGHT DYOU WOULD YOU LIKE TO EXTEND

YOUR SARTI4ly
DELTA STERRA JULTST AFFIRMATIVE

DELPA STERRA JULTET ROGER MAKE 1T'T ONE ZERO

SRO Al
AFFTAMATIVE
DIELTA STERKA JULIET

MuLBOUINE DELTA SIERKA JULIET CAPE OTWAY
(DESCAIDING FOR) KING TISLAND

DELTA SIEKRA JULIET

ANY KNOUN TRAFPIC BELOW FIVE THOUSAND
DELTA SIFRRA JULIET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC

DEITA SIMRRA JULTET I AM SEEMS (TO) BE A LARGE
ATRCRAFDP BlLOW FIVE THOUSAND

D D DELTA SIERRA JULIST WHAT TYPE OF ATIRCRAFT
15 IT .

DELTA SIBRRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS
FOUw BRIGHT IT 5SS TO Mx LIKE LANDING LIGHTS

DELTA SIKRRA JULIET
MELBOURNE THIS (Is8) DELTA STERRA JULIET THE
ATRCRAFT HAS JUST PASSED OVER OVER ME AT LEAST

A THOUSAND FEET ABOVE

DELTA SIERRA JULIET ROGELR AND IT IT IS A LARGE
b L I‘UI‘;‘:\P‘P \J‘\J) \ t‘11 kil

TR UNKNOWN DUE TO Tl 5PHED ITS TRAVELLING IS
THERE ANY AIRFOKCE ALRCRAFT 1IN THi VICINITY

DELTA SIARRA JULIAT NO KNOWN AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY

2/4




- o -
o
.
'IME FROM O TEXT
020010 Did o MALPOURNE I'o APPRUACHLING NOW FROM DUE EAST
WA ARDS My
42 FS DS DELTA SISKRRA JULIET
alin /7 i . S o ) y Fy
sl // open microphone for two seconds //
- DSdJ 0P DELTA STHERRA JULIET IT SEEMS TO MiE THAT HES
PLAYING bBubk SO OF Galll His FLYING OVER ME
O BREk TIMES AT A TidE AT S¢etDS I COULD
NOT TDUNTIFY
90493027 i DS DELTA STURREA JULINET ROGER HAT IS5 YOUR A(:'I“L]‘\];
LV il
HO DiHd FS MY LoVish, Lo FOUs AND A HALF THOUGAND FOUR FIVE
LY 4RO
147 'S D3J DELTA SIERRA JULIEST AMD € YOU CANNOT
[DEHTIFY THR 1€ '
L DS FS A [ RMATTIV
i [ o DSJ DELTA SINRRA JULIET ROGER STAMDBY

<20 DSJ FS MELBOUKNE DELTA SThEwA JULIET ITS NOT AN AIRCHAFT
11" 15 // open microphone for two seconds //

T 15 Dod DILLTA SIERRA JUTLT T MHLBOURNE CAN YOU DESCRIBE

\ o
Llths sl BOIALRY

D¢ D5 'S DELTA SIBRRA JULLET AS ITS FLYING PAST ITS A
LONG SHAPE // open microphone for three seconds //
(CAHNNUT) IDENTIFY MORE THAN (THAT IT HAS SUCH

&
SFALD) // open microphone for % seconds //

BIFOR MiE RIGHT NOW MNELBOURNI

QY10:07 s DSJ DELTA STERRA JULTET KOGER AND HOW LARGE WOULD
THY BR OBJECT Bl

220 Dad rs DELTA SIERRA JULILT MELBOURNE IT SEIMS LIKE
ITsS STATIONARY JHAT 1M DOING RIGHT NOW IS ORBITING
AND ] THING I6 JUST OEBITING ON TOP OF ME ALSO
TS A GREEN LIC ARD SORD OF MRLALLIC (LIKE)
' oHINY (O5) Tiis OUTSIDE

45 FS Dsd DELTA SIEERA JULIET

sl Di5J FS DELTA STERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5
seconds // ITS JUST VANISHED

257 S DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET

911205 Diad PS5 MiBLBOURNG WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF ATRCRAFT
IViE GOT 1S IT (A TYPw) MILITARY AIRCRAFT

3/4




.'J I IJ.L‘ Iliu‘:( 11
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AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. \

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION. r#7= 07 wAY-Kine T pate. 21 6ci (97€Local Time /912

OWNER/OPERATOR .. S ¢ Uit &n. R SERVICES  FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) ) VER —
IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure point..../ 70F 484/ ... . First point of intended landing 4 /¢ Z _ Flt. No. ... ..
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable).................o.oooooooooooooe

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

5 IIRLEYNECTION, = R R AL, 7Zr S G

D..AT. 2 O3 rrrs. VH.DS.T... LGOORTTS.. L200RA B il Wi
o SR O B NERJIUN . MGl TR L MIEAND . DST.. RELORTED
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TR ERURC. oA GTE . MLCAR . MMM ST e OV b @ L0 MoCRTTD
AL G . LN, MU 1008 LROEREM . . WLTH THE _NTENT LN, U=...

o R NT MM ANAG T SN NG o NECHNLNN .. T [Pty BLol] (TR SE....
LHBE DECLArES. . B, A DR E... CIIGLE NS, L RUCEDVAES. . (ATIVAITN
AL (Ectned. T8 Do
. BT R LZL. RABID... CONITECT. .. WAL LREE... R ST 0 Eerce
ol s SARCRNET .. MDD LRIZLUS 1 Y. MECOLRTED..... CRY KNG AT Y 50D EF ..

o SOPL X 1ATEL Yy, Tla. LOUEST. hOVEC. . (R, CONTINUGUL... COMMY NI CATION.
AT ML 0VRNE | Gt SOLVICE 4o TIHE  AREA. . THUS... L24GhaT..
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NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

SifMadam, - e Py et Region
Thank you for your Air' Safety Incident Report concerning................

Yours faithfully

DOT 225 P ° For Director .
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: FOR DEPAR'IMENTAL USE ONLY ' ;
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS: 1L AR 1

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report.

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form.

10673177 F , C. J. TuompsoN, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer
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AIR SAFETY INCIDENT REPORT Reg. O No. ...

Central Off. No

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION......... oo Date
AIRCRAFT: Type and Masking....... . V144 DS T . . PILOT: Name and Initials

B i (e ) et R SR I ol S M FLIGHT CATEGORY : (underline) VFR
IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):
Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo

BEIGHT " Last departure POIBL............. oo o R e viss s First point of intended landing..........................
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable).................occooovooooooo
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

T S A T R s N T

kT QLU OBy 0% RURECTING .. SUREOACE. VT b 70T AR T700
........... QE... PSSt 8. Qe SEAC. D PEBAIS ol Remlicvde,.
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¢’rrwrr/ﬁowof°owduDcﬁﬂmwmwwror’s‘reufdz‘lﬂmb
e TREELl o BEELDD.c.. TR S llALS... TR MUK (RETT QNS .. RND..... dM..... 00 0.

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

I Sie/Madam, R e CENO W,
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning

................................................ Date / /




Please note instructions at foot of this page.

FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS:

ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR:

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report.

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form.

10673177 C. J. ThompsoN, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer
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CIVIL AVIATION ‘ * Delete as necessary
IMENT AND WORK RECORD
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Designation: *Airways Station:
¥ PERFORMED TRANSPORT ALLOWANCE
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Type of Time ordinarily spent in travelling from
Vehicle residence to headstation
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or Igfs?;;:recde Terminal | Terminal| Resid- | travell- quart_er:
No Day or or ence ing Ozcuple
" Drome Drome work and ofia
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It the hours claimed are correct, the work has been done by direction and/or is covered by proper authority and
ails given in support of transport allowance or other allowances claimed are correct.

, Supervising Officer / Officer-in-Charge

Iptl\,v at the close of each allowance period.
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27 0CT 1978
AS(SI)

MISSING AIRCRAPT : VH=-DSJ, BASS STRAIT ON 21,10.78

Preliminary investigation of this occurrence indicates that human

factors may have played a significant role in the disappearance of the
aircraft.

2 It appears that Frederick Valentich's flying activities and his
association with the RAAF Air Training Corp commanded most of his interest.
He created a facade of his ability, achievement and future in these aspects
of his life not only for his close friends and acquaintances but also to a
lesser degree for his family. In fact he has a poor academic history, was
assessed by the RAAF as having a low IQ and has failed all his Commercial
Pilot theory examinations.

In assessing the psychological stability of this pilot at the time
of this flight, expert guidance is required. It is therefore requested
that Aviation Medicine be asked to participate in the investigation. The
attached documentation is provided in support of this request.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT Folio'No...,.. 00 LAt e
Station........ Mo P8 ...

B0l D e

i RIDENT RERORTE  cntonn,

Central Off. No...

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

GHT
LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION CAPE OTWAY-KING ISLAND paie 2110.78 1&# Time 0912
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking . €182 VH=DSJ o OT: Name and Initials "ALMIUH it

OWNER/OPERATOR ... S.A.B. s FLIGHT CATEGORY ! (underline) VER
IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Leivate, Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure point......... mmn ............................. First point of intended landmg.,m...;.mAFlt No...

When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable).................oo

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

:mn ma THAT mLLownn.) AT 0912 THE PILOT REPORTED A ROUCH RUNNING WToR,
(ALERT PHASE DECLARED, THE ATRCRAFT THEN MADE A FURTHER REPORT THAT THE U.P,0, WAS
STILL IN THE VICINITY. CONTACT WAS 'THEN LOST WITH THE ATRCRAFT. AT 0913 THE FS3
'OPERATOR DECLARED DISTRESS PHASE BUP OPERATIONS ADVISED PHASE WAS TO REMAIN AT ALERT
'UNTIL §TA KING ISLAND OF 0928, AT 0933 OPERATIONS UPGRADED PHASE T0 DISTRESS.

NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, please place your name and address hereunder. If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Dear Sir/Madam, = e
Thank you for your Air Safety Incident Report concerning..............

For future reference it has been allocated No....................ccoooooovi

Yours faithfully
Date / /

DOT 225 P For Director




L s DESIGI AT iRy rer e o) DATE: / / ;
Please note instructions at foot of this page.
FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY
COMMENTS BY REGIONAL OFFICERS:
ACTION BY REGIONAL INVESTIGATOR:
SIGNED. ... R SEESTOMRTION. . . ... L.l onn SRt g DATE: / / .

........................................................................................................................................

Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident report.

Where it is necessary to urgently report any matter affecting the safety of aircraft you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident
by the quickest available means: i.e., radio, telephone, telegram, etc. This initial notification should be confirmed in writing on this form,

10673177 C. J. THompsoN, Acting Commonwealth Government Printer
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POB 1 LR 0912 AMML 125,9 PX CTY 0900 BOSO AMKI 0928
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OSPARTMENT OF TAANSFORT  DOMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN Fing T
.(. .. — l;vl & = ; E;“ = A
Aircraft IF - ANR rcraft
Ident. 203
F Ef1 | TA!
Departure Pgint Land oints ) ATD
oute FL or R - = 2 -y ETA N
il LSALT TAS : . : | BN | gra | ATA | Gs [FTL 0T Fit Proc, ete.
- B =
/590 /3 B =N e ]
. o S j \ ; ; :c : i ; 2y,
1§20 1455 | /551745 L4
349/15
20 734 335| 15} ¢q
320 245 254724\ 7.
ernate Landing Point Leve) Time | Flight Proc. Route LSALT
Remarks
1A Mach um\:,a ilot Captain an‘” «|Company S‘s ~
STAGE - o IOpcrational Approval
/2, IMin| Gal/ib | Min | Gaiib | Min| Gal/ib | Min | Galzib | Min | GalZib | e S
cimb | f0 sy
Cruise
Altn B L
8' * 4 Y ¥ :
TOTAL )\
Variable .ﬂ r
Reserve
Fixed “ S
(lm’u’;g SPR A F L T
Taxi | IR
e ol
Required ’B
ﬂ'nru!n
‘(Cnn-o ate)
3 W | i i
| iF nOT ON FULL For arrival at To (A.0. By (m
GENERAL | REPORTING =3
! SURVIVAL GEAR  First Life Emergency Water Other (specify)
APIATION™ CARRIED st aid m o R I s O
AIRCRAFT |pHONE NUMBERS AT POB Fnd ol Dayiight
LANDING POINTS =~ /

BEMEMB_ER_ TO GA@D,EL SARWATCH A_ND OBTAIN ACKNOWLEDGMENT

P.39



NAUTICAL MILES [HHHH H

100

30 40 50 60 70 80
Scale for use with World Aeronautical Charts (ICAO 1 :1,000,000)

20

10

FLIGHT RECORD

’ WiV 3 Check
Position | Time | F/L | TA | Dt [ s, | TAS |Tr (M) |Hdg (M)|Drm (M) Speed | Tr (M) [Hdg (M)| G/s | Pist | i | ETA Paint o
Run bl Destination

INSTRUCTIONS -DOMESTIC FLIGHT PLAN

10.

1. Green shaded boxes are for completion by ATC or FS units.

2. When submitting flight plan by telephone or radio. include in the order shown
the items in the red shaded boxes appropriate to the flight category and class

of operation ; the items ROUTE SEGMENTS, FL/ALT and ETI should be given b
only in respect of reporting paints, and ETI’s totalled to indicate times between
these points,
1 12
3. Flight category : Delete the categories which are not applicable.
4. Class of Operation ! Insert as appropriate :
(a) for regular public transport operations flight number or SPC and number
if appropriate. B
NOTE: If operating under ANR 203 place X in the box provided.
(b) Charter—CHTR,
(c) Aerial work—AWK.
(d) Private—PVT.
(e) Military—MIL.
5. C F : VHF and HF to be indicated separately. If all
iate route f are insert R after letters V' and ‘H".
If some route frequencues are available they should be specified. Where no route
frequencies are available insert ‘N after ‘V' or 'H' as applicable, |1 *N’ list those
frequencies, if any, which will be used during the flight.
6. Radio navigation aids—delete those which are not carried, are not serviceable
or which the pilot is not qualified 1o use.
7. Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR)—insert one only of the following letters
to indicate the SSR equipmant carried :
N no P carried, der unserviceable or will not be used. 14,
E transponder—no coding.
F transponder—64 codes—mode A,
G transponder—64 codes—modes A and B.
H tr der—4,096 cod: de A
: 1 tansponder—4,096 codes—modes A and B. 15
ﬁ In the ‘ROUTE SEGMENTS' coll insert abbreviati for turning and
reporting points. etc.. and mark with an asterisk those at which position reports
are required, or will be made.
9. In ‘LSALT column insert lowest safe altitudes for each route segment to be 16:

flown IFR or LIM IFR flight procedure.

«In “FL or ALT’ column insert flight levels or altitudes, or BO50 if a VFR flight

. In ‘FLT PROC’ column insert flight procedure (LIM/IFR, NGT VMC or VFR)

IFR and NGT VMC category operations should insert lowest safe altitudes in
the ‘LSALT" column for each route segment irrespective of flight procedure.

outside controlled airspace will be conducted below 5,000 feet.

for the particular route sections if the flight category has been quoted as ‘IFR’.
Insert "OCTA" if the intention is to stay outside CTA and this is not clear from
other details for the route segment. Where position reports do not fully describe
the route 1o be flown insert 'VIA . . . .’ in this column.

. Remarks Section—

(1) If area flight (e.g. survey) intending to operate on scheduled reports,
insert 'SKEDS/’ and ensure that boundaries of the area of operation are
tully described in the ‘ROUTE SEGMENTS’ column.

(ii) Insert any other significant operational information for transmission,

(iii) Pilots of aircraft not normally subject to, but desiring, ATC operational
control service in accordance with AIP RAC/OPS, insert ‘RQ OPC’,

OTHER INFORMATION
In "SURVIVAL BEACON’ box insert V if carrying VSB on 121.5 MHz;
X if carrying VSB on 243 MHz: VX if carrying VSB on 121.5 MHz and 243 MHz;

In ‘PILOT STATUS" box insert SP when operating single pilot IFR and/or
LI when pilot mlad limited IFR only.

Insert bing indi d/mach ber for flights departing from
a control zone.
The fuel calcul. box is d to facili I 1 of the fuel d

for each flight stage. The endurance figure must be shown for initial departure
and for those flight stages subject to DCA’s Operational Control and following
refuelling. Any subsequent amendment should be notified in the relevant
departure report. Insert ‘TBA’ for those stages for which a final fuel figure is
not yet available.

. Pilots not on full position reporting, if a SARTIME is nominated, include the
subsequent details on that line. If NOSAR (Note that NOSAR flights are only
permitted within 50 miles of the departure aerodrome) cross out the word
"SARTIME' and insert ‘NOSAR’.

Pilots of general aviation aircraft should complete the last two lines, particularly
on Hights over sparsely populated country, so that quick and effective SAR
action can be taken when the need arises.
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(a) Airoraft Type & Registration 1 C/$24 REeel— DST

(b) Owner and/or Operator : € DﬂY /J[‘N&Lk\- ‘/&I‘ Xn&—cﬂa
(¢) CREW : Pilot w l/alv-,var,l. Other Crew :

Passengers :

(d) Date and time of accident/incident (GMT) 2/ 092

(e) Flight : From MB to KT  uvea /(d«L éttuo-;(
Nature of Operation : rw-ajLVFR/N VMC. ;

(f) Location of accident/incident 3 Pmuf:’[/e&-ou. ,g 6
W""’L’"&;—’L—“&%}-‘—mﬁ”& 0412 - Zm, 0

(g) Injuries to persons ::No& }\.Gq)\,,

(h) Nature and cause (as far as is known) M C" D
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(i) Damage to aircraft : MM &K (- éCwq/ %VC/G\\.MB

LA'LAJ& ‘V/c_ ~ K (- f"\(-)l Mé’c‘%

Pf(_ éduwa_— 3490%4,/6’ = e HF o il
' ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION D/"— Mw,ta/ (0O o~ .

Pilot a.nd/cr Operator Telephone Contact :

INITIAL ADVICE OF ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT/MISHAP/INCIDENT

Wreckage guarding :

Departure time : ETA :

Endurance s

SARPHASE declared : Cancelled :

Other s

Notified to : PRo [ 6©S Z/J/at.v\m |20 Time s
(O foie (Les Time :
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ACCTDRNT INVESTIGATION: = 4CTION ARISING
(Form to be kept on inside of front file cover)

Acc No. A/c Type and Rege. Place Pilot

Item Desp/Req/Obtained (ENCL) Date Completed Returned (ENCL! Date

Pilot Rpt
Pass. Rpt

Other Rpt

INTERIM RPT
Pilot Log Book
Pilot File
Aircraft File

Operations Manual

MAINTENANCE

Airframe Log Book
Engine/Prop Log Book
Maintenance Release
Flight Record Card

REPURN OF WREKAGE 9O 9Re000P00EP00EROOEROROEOS mms@ TO $EPEOEUPNOE0VNPOODO0OEOPOROOO00000

SPECIALIST REPORTS
Engine

Airframe
In:tru/Elec
Weather

Loading

Other

MEDICAL -~ AUTOPSY/OTHER
Outside Enquiries
Final Report

Investigation Responsibility

(At completion of investigation place on inside of rear file cover)

NoTE: Ao koa Bosks , Prect FILE, H’/c FILE
PRESS (uTTings STOREP 1m EnvEROPE

- nkblre #5es




