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NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIA

STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DECISION UNDER SECTION 40(5)

OF THE ARCHIVES ACT 1983
Series: A472
Control Symbol: W7493 Part 4
Barcode: 101038
Title: Record of trial of Leonski, Edward J. Supplement A (Exhibits)
Decision Maker: K Roberts
Designation: Assistant Director
Date: 3 December 2018

In accordance with requirements of subsection 8(1) of the Archives Act 1983 (Cth)
(Archives Act), | am a person authorised by the Director-General, pursuant to an
Instrument of Delegation, to make a decision in relation to access to the requested
item. :

Basis for decision
In making my decision, | considered:

« the content of the item requested

» the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983

« policy and guidelines of National Archives of Australia that relate to the
access examination of Commonwealth records

Decision
After examining this item | have decided that this item is open with exception under
33(1)(g) of the Archives Act for the reasons set out below.

Six folios have been exempted from public access.
The findings of facts

Section 33(1)(g) of the Archives Act provides that:

a record is exempt if it contains information or matter the disclosure of which under
this Act would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information relating to the
personal affairs of any person (including a deceased person).

This record contains:

e Prosecution evidentiary exhibits which consist of six black and white
photographs of three female murder victims.

e The photographs depict the victims in a crime scene and are very explicit.
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Reasons for decision

The information exempted is of a nature such that its disclosure could lead to an
unreasonable intrusion on the personal affairs of the descendants of the victims.

The information is of a kind that most members of the community would not want
disclosed about their family members. Any disclosure would be very distressing for
family members.

Disclosure of the information would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal
affairs.

Review of decision

The National Archives of Australia (the Archives) carefully examines items before
deciding to exempt any part of them. As part of that process we may consult with
other agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters.

If you do not agree with the decision, you can formally appeal within 28 days of
receiving:

1. by first applying to the Archives for an internal reconsideration of my
decision; and

2. if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal for a review.

For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12 What to do if
we refuse you access (www.naa.gov.au/about-us/publications/fact-
sheets/fs12.aspx).

National Reference Service | PO Box 4924, Kingston ACT 2604
e ref@naa.gov.au naa.gov.au




. T




*9 LISIHXY XWVILNAQIAY S»NOIINOUSOU

R




_ o et o oh i M

*SLIETHXE AWVILNIGIAY SNOLLNOESOHd




*OY LIGIHYT INVIINUQIAY S.NOLLNOESOUd










1S0Ud

Vot

*L ITSIHYE XMVIINIOIAR S+NOILND:

.




-

PR R
Ivy ¥iolet McLeod

STATEMENT OF EDWARD
J . LEONSKY

I, Edward J. Leonsky, after being duly warned of my
rights, without fear of punishment or hope of reward, do
hereby freely and voluntarily make the following statement:

On §aturday, May 2nd (HPB), I was drinking in the Bleak
House with a number of soldiers. One of these soldiers was
MacPhillips from my outfit. I borrowed 24 shillings from
him. We drank for quite a while. I don't know how many
drinks we had. We were drinking beer and scotch. Mac left,

I don't remember what time he left. I had been drinking all
day. I know I was "high" when I went in to the hotel. I

left with an American soldier and a girl. We walked across
the street to the beach. There we sat against a wall on the
beach front and drank a bottle of beer. The other soldier got
up and left, I don't know why he left. I was alone with the
girl. We necked a little bit. I did not have any intercourse
with that girl. thhkk her name was "Pat". We got up and walk-
ed back to the corner across the street. The other soldier
was waiting there for us. The three of us stood around and
talked while waiting for a tram. When the tram came the sold’
ier and the girl got on it and left. My tram seemed a long
time in coming. I got to thinking about home and how lonely

I was. Then I thought about six Austraillian civilians who
jumped me one time and chosked me until I was almost uncons-
cious. I got tired of waiting and started to walk up Victoria
Street. I saw a girl standing by a doorway. She smiled. I
maeke some comment about her bag. I took it in my hands and
then gave it back to her. The girl moved back into the re-
cess and I must have followed her. I had my arms around her
neck. I grabbed her by the neck, the left side. I changed

the position of my hands and grabbed her at the front of her
throat. I squeezed and she fell rapidly. Her head hit the
ground while I still had my hands on her throat. I started

to rip and tear her clothes until I came to her belt. I just
couldn't rip that belt. I ripped her clothes below the belt
and came back to it. The belt made me mad. While I was trying
to rip her belt I heard footsteps. I picked up my hat which
had fallen off; put it on. I turned to my right and walked up
Victoria Street. I didn't look back. I don't remember what
time or how I got back to camp.

(Signed) Edward J. Leonski.

Subscribed and sworn
to before me May 2ith,
1942,

Harold P. Ballf,
Harold P. Ballf,

Ma jor, F.A.

Summary Court.
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STATEMENT OF PRIVATE EDWARD J. LEONSKI

"I Edward Leonski after being made aware of my rights, without
fear of punishment or hope of reward make the following statement.

I remember now, about the girl who was killed in B pring
Street. I met her in a restaurant. She was waiting for an order.
I asked her if I could sit with her. She smiled and said "Alright."
I told her I would rather have something stronger to drink. She
told me she knew of a place. We walked around a bit, it was rain-
ing and we stood indoors. We met a soldier who showed us a place
to go and get a drink. We were sitting at a table drinking. I
bought a few drinks. There was a girl sitting at a table in the
coener looking at me. I was looking at her. My girl wanted to
shout. I told her when I went broke, I would let her shout. She
did shout. She was singing in my ear. She looked into my eyes
and it sounded as though she was just singing for me. She was
drinking gin squash. I tasted it, but it was too mild. She said
she was not married. We were talking about life, we got along
swell together. She asked me i1f I needed any money. I told her
I didn't need any money. We sat around a while and drank. She
told me she sang. After I was broke she kept on buying all the
drinks. When we left the hotel she picked up her bag. She had a
nice voice and she sang as we walked along. We turned a cos®ner,
there was nobody around. I didn't see anybody, I just heard her
voice. Then we came to the stone steps, they were long steps. I
grabbed her around the neck. She stopped singing. I said %Keep
singing, keep singing." She fell down. I got mad then and tore
at her ---tore at her, I tore her apart. There was domeone com-
ing across the street. I hid behind a stonewall, I was terrified.
My heart was pounding a mile a minute. I couldn't bear to look
at her. I saw her purse. I knew I had to get back and I didn't e
have any money. I picked up her purse and put it beneath my coat.
I knew I couldn't go far with such a gig purse. I turned left
and I ran into an alley. I looked into her purse there was a lot
of things in it. I couldn't find the money at first. Everything
I touched I smudged. I didn't want to leave fingerprints. I fin-
ally found the money. There was two and a half pounds. I dropped
the purpose. I saw the money under a light. I went to a conner
and took a taxi back to the camp. I went to bed but I did not
sleep much. I woke up the next morning with a terrible headache.
I looked for a drink straight away. I don't know where I found
it. Probably one of the boys had a bottle. They usually do. She
would not sing. How could she sing. Me choking her when I wanted
her to sing.

EDWARD J. LEONSKI
(SIGNED) EDWARD J. LEONSKI
Subgeribed and sworn to before me this date
May 22, 1942. WAYNE C. BAILEY
(SIGNED) WAYNE C. BAILEY
Captain, Infantry, Adjutant.
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STATEMENT OF PRIVATE EDWARD J. LEONSKI.

May 22nd 1942.

I, Edward Leonskl, after being made aware of my rights
without fear of punishment or hope of reward, make the
following statement.

On Monday night, 18th May 1942, I was drinking beer in the
Parkville Hotel. When the pub closed I went to the home
of a friend with him, and I lay on the bed for about 30
minutes. Then I got up and went out. I walked up the
street. On the corner I met a girl, It was a small girl.
She had on a dark coat. She was carrying an umbrella.

It was raining and I asked her to let me walk along with
her. She said "Alright". We walked along the street.

We came to her house. I asked her to walk on with me

and show me the way to the camp. She said "Alright."

We came along and soon came to a very dark part of the
street. She stopped and said "There's the camp over
there." She had a lovely voice. I wanted that volce.

She was leaving to go to her house and I did not want
her to go. I grabbed her by the throat. I choked her.

I choked her. She didn't even make a sound. She was so
soft. I thought "What have I done". "I will have to get
her away from here." I then got her to a fence. I pushed
her underneath. 0 got over and pulled her by the armpits
underneath it. I carried her a short distance and fell
in the mud. She made funny noises, a sort of a gurgling
sound. I though I must stop that sound, so I tried to
pull her dress over her face. I became frightened and
started to run awgy. Then I met a soldier. He asked me
vhere I was %oing. I told him "Royal Park." He said "Where
do you live?" I said" Area I, near the Zoo." He said

"Go this way." I walked a long time and after a while I
came to my latrine and walked in and some soldier asked
me "Where have you been?" I told him I had fallin in the
mud. I then went to my tent. I took my muddy clothes off
and got in to bed. The next morning I awoke and saw the
muddy clothes, I thought to myself "My @od, Where have I
been?" "What have I done." I then got up and washed the
mdddy clothes.

EBWARD J. LEONSKI
(Signed) EDWARD J. LEONSKI.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this date. ,
WAYNE C. BAILEY
(Signed)WAYNE C. BAILEY
Captain, Infantry, Adjutant.
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CONFIDENTIAL
WASHN D C 120826 GMT
USAFIA 130030 GMT
TWO SEVEN FIVE TWO TWELFTH

PARAPHRASED MESSAGE FOLLOWS:

NO POLICE RECORD EDWARD J. LEONSKI HE ATTENDED PUBLIC SCHOOL MATRICULATED IN
HIGH SCHOOL OF COMMERCE NEW YORK CITY GRADUATED 1936 AVERAGE 82.17 MOTHER
IN BELLEVUE HOSPITAL 24TH MAY TO 5TH JUNE AND 28TH JULY TO 21ST OCTOBER THO
EIGHT DIAGNOSIS MANIAC DEPRESSIVE MIXED ONE DOCTOR STATES NOTED SOME
SYMPTOMS POINTED T0 DEMENTIA PRAECOX STOP BROTHER WALTER HAS POLICE

RECORD BEEN IN REFORMATORY STOP HAS BEEN CONFINED PILGRIM STATE HOSPITAL
NEW YORK SINCE THIRD AUGUST FOUR ZERO PSYCHIATRIC REPORT INDICATED HE

WAS POOR MATERIAL FOR ADJUSTMENT. HIS BROTHER JOHN HAS POLICE RECORD AND
BEEN IN REFORMATORY PSYCHIATRIC REPORT INDICATED NOTHING MENTALLY WRONG
WITH JOHN. PAREN SPXEA PAREN EDWARD WORKED CALIFORNIA INK COMPANY GRISTINE
BROTHERS INC WHO REPORTS WORK SATISFACTORY NOTHING UNUSUAL NO RECORD

ANY COURTS MARTIAL SIMPLE ASSAULT THIRTEENTH AFRIL FOUR ONE POLICE
DEPARTMENT SAN ANTONIO TEXAS REPORTS FORWARDED BY MATL COPY OF COMPLETE
INVESTIGATION :

ULIO

CONFIDENTIAL

PROSECUTION'S EVIDENTIARY EXHIBIT 89.




CERTIFICATE

31 July, 1942,
We, the undersigned, hereby certify that the above and fore-

going pictures and documents hereto attached on sheets identifying such
pictures and documents as exhibits 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 27, 39, 40, 51,
66, 67, 68, 69, 85, 86, 87, 88, and 89 are, as to the pictures, duplicate
originals of the prosecution's exhibits attached to the original record of
trial bearing the same exhibit numbers, and that the other documentary ex-
hibits attached hereto are true and correct copies of the prosecution's
evidentiary exhibits bearing the same number attached to the original record
of trial in the case of the United States v. Private Edward J. Leonski,

nuuwbers 85, 86 and 87 being duplicate originals.

ROBERT E. WOODWARD,
Colonel, Infantry,
President.

HAYFORD O. ENWALL,
Major, J.A.G.D.,
Trial Judge Advocate.

SPENCER B. EDDY,
Lieutenant Colonel,
Defense Counsel.




